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Pacquiao's next fight 
with ex-girlfriend's ma 

By Gerry Lirio 

HELL HATH NO FURY LIKE THE MOTHER OF A 
woman scorned. 

The mother ot the former giritriend of Manny 
Pacquiao has flown to Los Angeles, California, for 
а confrontation with the boxing superstar over 

ight her daughter and grandson. 

(n an overseas phone interview with the hounen 

PACQUIAO'S/AI3 


Bernas: GMA insulting SC 


Palace tries to ease CBCP fears; Gonzalez hits ‘leftists’ in Church 


By бй С. Cabacungan Jr. and Armand N. Маст 
in Manila 

Jolene Bulambot and Nestor Burgos Je. 

PDI Visayas Bureau. 


A LEADING CONSTITUTIONALIST YESTERDAY 
publicly rebuked President Macapagal-Arroyo for 
backing the signature campaign to change the 
Constitution, even as Malacañang pledged the 
people's will would prevail on the issue. 


ang binabastos ng Presi- 
dente ang Supreme Court nyan 
‘when the Supreme Court said "no 
and the President said 'go ahead’ 
Qt seems the President is insult- 
ing the Supreme Court)” Fr 
Joaquin Bemas, one of the 
framers of the 1987 Constitution, 
said during a forum on the Char- 
ter held in Cebu City. 

Bernas said Ms Arroyo's action 
could not be described any other 
way as she knew full well that the 
Supreme Court had already ruled 
in 1997 that an enabling law was 
needed te amend the Charter 
through a people's initiative. 

Bemas spoke a day after the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the 

hilippines voiced alarm over the 
Palace-backed signature campaign 


to support the shift from a presi 
dential to a parliamentary form. 
government. The shift would allow 
Ms Arroyo to rule as president and 
prime minister until at least 2010. 

Reacting to the CBCP state- 
ment, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said: "We respect the views 
‘expressed by the CBCP on the peo- 
ples initiative and we assure them 
that the government shares the 
same ideals of freedom and 
democracy. Just like the Chi 
we also listen to the voice of the 
people and we will strive to serve 
their paramount interests. 

"We will invoke transparency 
in this undertaking and we will 
make sure that the auth 
ofthe people will prevail, 

BERNASIAA 


Death March vets can no 


a 


“THE RITES OF HOLY WEEK. Christians today mark Palm Sunday also known as Passion Sunday, the start of the commemoration of the 
agony and death of Jesus Christ. The palm fronds symbolize Jesus's entry into Jerusalem wildly welcomed with hosannas and palms 
Je, who five days later, would just as loudly demand that Pontius Pilate crucify Him. 


longer walk to own tribute 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—UN- 
der Japanese bayonets 64 years 
ago, they were forced to walk the 
long road to а concentration 
camp in Tarlac. 

Now the survivors of that in- 
famous Death March are hard 
put to even negotiate the 20- 
meter “Walk with the Heroes” 
held right where the horror be- 


gan. 

“We're too old now. We're weak 
and sick,” said Abraham Regala, 
commander of the Second Mari 
eles Veterans Post. 


Regala, now 78, said all he 
could do was pass the peace torch 
to the leaders of the more than 
150 sprinters who retraced the 
Death March. 

The Japanese Imperial Army 
forced some 300,000 Filipino and 
American guerrillas to walk to 
the Tarlac concentration camp af- 
ter Bataan fell ro Japanese forces 
on April 9, 1942. 

The march took less than a 
week, but thousands died by the 
roadside of hunger, wounds, dis- 
ease or were bayoneted on the 
spot by their Japanese guards. 

‘The 102-kilometer “Araw ng 

DEATH/AS 


‘waving in triumph by the very 


Judas Gospel won't shake Christian faith 


By Fr. Randolf C. Flores, SVD 
Contributor. 


(The author is a professor at the Divine 
Word Seminary in Tagaytay, currently doing 
research at the Pontifical Bib- 
lical Institute in Rome.) 


AMONG FILIPINOS, JUDAS, 15 PERHAPS 
the least liked character inthe Bible. 
‘Our Pasyon (the life of Christ in vernacu- 


COMMENTARY 


ppalasan, puno ng kasakiman (beast, wicked, 
greedy), etc. His image is absent from the 
processions during Good Friday. When rid- 
ingin jeepneys, we are warned: "God knows 
Hudas not pay” 

As a priest, 1 have not 
had the occasion to baptize 
a child named Judas, al- 
though I have baptized children with names 
like Osama, Bin Laden, Saddam and Hitler. 

1 find the discovery of the controversial 


lar verse) scorns Judas as a hayop, tam- “Gospel of Judas"—made public Thursday in 


Washington DC by the National Geographic 
Sociery—as timely. 

The Judas gospel will have its global pre- 
miere today—the start of Holy Wesk—on the 
National Geographic Channel. Holy Week is 
the time we Christians “weep” for Jesus and 
scorn Judas. 

Te also rides high on the economic success 
of "The Da Vinci Code,” the book and soon-to- 
be-released movie. The novel, whose author 
Dan Brown has been acquitted of copyright 

JUDAS! AB 


GMA 7 VS ABS-CBN (AGAIN) 
Networks racing to be first on Everest 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT FIL- 
ipinos have a fighting chance to 
reach the peak of Mt. Ever 

But Henry Nakpil, president of 
the University of the Philippines 
Mountaineers (UPM), has 
warned that the Intensive cover- 
age by rival broadcast networks 
of two separate attempts to climb | 
Everest. may endanger the 
climbers lives. 

According to Nakpil, the 
mountaineering community and 
the general publicare being treat- 
ed to a spectacle of a “network 
race" between the two teams be- 
ing backed by ABS-CBN and GMA 
7 


And this, he pointed out, could 
be dangerous. 3 
“For any climber whois first on 
Everest there is the temptation of É 
fame and fortune courtesy of the 
media—as we have seen in the 
case of [boxer Manny] Pacquiao, 
IF you believe in the hype and 
pressure to be first, you can make 
а wrong decision,” Nakpil sald on 
Friday. 
He added: "The mere fact that 
a x °з [the climbers] are facing this kind 
GMAT'SGARDUCE, photographed ata training climb at the Cho of pressure to be first makes alot 
Oyuin the Nepal-Tibet border is now at Base Camp. of us in the community very un- 
“apa SLL 


ABS.CBN'S 17-MEMBER FIRST PHILIPPINE MT. EVEREST EXPEDITION TEAM has sent 2 
"roconnalssanco" climbers to top the summit in the runup to Its own scheduled ascent in 2007. 


climber in the world can fall be- 
cause of other factors." 

As American mountaineer Jon 
Krakauer narrated in "Into Thin 
Als” atleast seven people, includ- 
ing two experienced climbers 


comfortable and concerned. 
"Reaching the summit of Mt. 
Everest does not involve your 
strength as a climber alone. 
There are a lot of factors to con- 
sider. Even the best prepared 


“who were each gulding a group, 
died па storm on Evereston May 
10, 1996, as a result of wrong de- 

cisions. 
"Three other climbers died in 
NETWORKS AB 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
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ОА: Bolante expanded fund list 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


FORMER AGRICULTURE UNDERSECRETARY JO- 
celyn “Joc-joc” Bolante added names to the list of 
recipients of the P728-million fertilizer fund that 
had not been included in the original list drawn up 
by the Department of Budget and Management, 
according to the final Commission on Audit report 
on the fund scandal. 

The COA said the list of propo- 
nents that was attached fo the 
Budget departments Special Ak 
донет Release Order (Saro) for 


the P728 million was different 
from the list in the eventual allo 


cation of the funds. 


Moreover, some proponents al- 
so received more of the funds 
than originally allocated to them 
under the DBM list, the report 


said. 


The COAs final audit report, 
dated March 31, 2006 and sub- 
mitted to the Senate last week, 
said the fertilizer bought with the 
P728-million fund had been over- 
priced by 682 percent, or by P128 


million. 


The report said the Saro for 
P728 million was released by the 
„DBM to the Department of Agri- 
culture accompanied by Annex А 


By Jerome Aning 


DONT JUST SAY IT, DO TT. 


This is the main theme of 
Manila Archbishop Gaudencio 
Cardinal Rosales's message оп 
Palm Sunday, which the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines has also declared as “Alay 


Kapwa Sunday” 


“Can we say we love God if we 
tum a blind eye to poverty and deaf 
ears to cries of injustice?” Rosales 
says in a one-page pastoral letter to 
be read during Mass at ай churches 
in the archdiocese of Manila today 


26 “proponents” who were in- 
cluded in the DBM list but did not 
receive fertilizer funds. They in- 
cluded former Batanes Rep. Flo- 


rencio 


containing the list of approved re- 
cipients. 

“The records showed, however, 
that Bolante approved the is- 
suance of an “advice of sub-allot- 
ments and notices of transfer al- 
locations” to DA regional field 
units listing allocations that did 
not gibe with the original list, the 
report said. 

А table accompanying the final 
(COA report listed the fertilizer recipi- 
ents that were not in the DBM list. 

‘They included two Metro 
Manila congressmen (for a total 
of P8 million), three congress- 
men and a mayor in the Ilocos re- 
gion (P11.5 million), two gov 
nors in Cagayan Valley (P10 mil- 
lion) and a PS million allocation 
for Pampanga that did not have a 
named proponent. 

‘The table also named at least 


The 


name 


barrel 


Spread Christ's message of love 
not justin words bur in deeds." 

‘With the СВСРУ declaration of 
Pam Sunday, which ushers in the 
Holy Week, as "Nay Kapwa Sunday” 
all colecions at Masses throughout 
the county today would be put to- 

to fund services for the poor 
md suszin similar underakins by 
various sodal action centes nation- 
wide organized by or affliated with 
the Chuh. 

The social action centers are 
groups dealing with peace advo- 
сасу, democratic govemance, 
ecology, sustainable agriculture 
and disaster management. 

Fc Anton Pascual of the Catholic 
charity group Caritas Manila said 
Rosales and ай the bishops were 


nigno "Noynoy" Aquino Ш. 
Many lawmakers had com- 
plained that they were included in 
the list of pro 
had submitted to the DBM although 
they were never consulted or in- 
formed that their districts would be 
receiving fertilizer funds. 


lawmakers who received addi- 
tional funds of P13 million. 
“The amounts indicated in the 


over and above their original allo- 
cations in Annex A of the Saro in 
question," the COA report said. 

t implied that some of the pro- 
jects for which the fertilizer funds 
‘were to be used already had allo 
cations in the 2004 national bud- 
get under the lawmakers’ pork 


Assistance Fund. 
“The (local government units) 
had, likewise, separate appropri- 
ations for their own development 
projects,” the report said. 

At the House, the committee 
on agriculture and food yesterday 
called on the Ombudsman's office 
to speed up its investigation into 


challenging all Filipinos to live lives 
of integrity and concem for the 
common good. The CBCP also in- 
structed the entire Church to lead in 
the restoration of uprightness. 

"The Church holds that lack ofin- 
tegrity is the root cause of our politi- 
cal and social crises; Pascual said. 
“Dishonesty and moral deterioration 
are quite evident and our high toler- 
ance for wrongdoing magnifies our 
degenerated moral values." 

In ManilayAlay Kapwa collections 
and donations would be used to 
fund the Church’ scholarship pro- 
gram for 5,000 poor but deserving 
students, the operation of 13 parish 
health cinics and a feeding program 
for 5,000 malnourished children. 


Abad and Tarlac Rep. Be- 


ponents that Bolante 


COA table also listed six 


of the proponents were 
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the alleged fertilizer scam and 
hold accountable all those found 


respons 

Now that the COA has submit 
ted йз report to the antigraft 
body it was time the legal process 
began, said Lanao del Sur Rep. 
Benasing Macarambon, the com- 
mittee chair 

Macsrambon said the House 
would cooperate in the Ombuds- 
man’s probe and expressed confi. 
dence the investigation would 
‘indicate the acminisration con- 
gressmen who were unfairly 
dragged ü 
allegedly malign the House and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“Only a thorough investigation 
by an independent body like the 
Ombudsman will put an end to 
this issue. The fertilizer fund scam 
has hounded the nation Бе a 
ghastly ghost and it's time the Om- 
budsman determines who should 
be held liable. Let the axe fall 
where it may” said Macarambon. 

isabela Rep. Edwin Uy a com- 
mittee vice chair, said the COA re- 
Port could provide the Ombuds 
Tan with additional leads for the 
Prosecution of those involved in 
theseam. 

"The fertilizer fund issue has 
long been exploited by the oppo- 
sition то promote their poll fraud 


Rosales: Spread Christ’s love thru action 


hold job fairs and livelihood pro- 
grams, microfinance and coopera- 
tives, for paralegal assistance and 
values formation for prison in- 
mates, for relief for victims of 
calamities, and for its advocacy on 
AIDS prevention and assistance to 
persons living with HIV-AIDS. 

Rosales recalled that Pope 
Benedict XVI, in his first encycli- 
cal "Deus Caritas Est,” stressed 
the important role of Caritas and 
the Church program in respond- 
ing to the needs of the poor. 

"We are called to support these. 
programs and [according to the 
Pope] contribute by personally 
doing good, with full commit- 
ment and whenever we have the 
opportunity” the Cardinal said. 


dent,” Uy said. 


the controversy to 


tofund Charter change. 


saidina statement 


“We cannot allow them to con- 
tinue riding on this issue to dis- 
credit the President and her inno- Bordadora 


Senate asked to pass 
'06 budget quickly 


ALTHOUGH IT TOOK THE HOUSE 
‘of Representatives more than seven. 
months to pass the P1.053-rilion 
national budget last Wednesday 
two administration congressmen 
Yesterday asked the Senate to 
demonstrate statesmanship by ap- 
proving the measure quickly before 
Congress adjourns in June. 

Davao Oriental Rep. Joel Mayo 
‘Amari said the budgets quick pas- 
sage through the Senate would pre- 
‘vent the continued operation of the. 
government under a reenacied 2005 
budget, which the oppostion fears 
the Arroyo administration could use 


“By approving the 2006 pro- 
posed budget, lawmakers will 
render the 2005 budget un-oper- 
ational. Thus, doubts that it will 
be used for Cha-cha 
longer hound anyone,” Almario 


Last Thursday, Senate President 
Manuel Villar accused the House of 
deliberately passing the budget bill 
at the last minute, saying the Senate 
would not have enough time to de- 


Zobel's bodyguard shot 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—A. 
close-in security aide of prominent 
businessman Iñigo Zobel is in a 
hospital fighting for his life after he 
was shot by a fellow bodyguard in 
Calatagan, Batangas, on Friday. 
Chief Supt Prospero Noble, 
Calabarzon police director, iden- 
‘ified the victim as Sgt. Vene Bal- 
buena, an active member of the 
Philippine Marines who was as- 
signed as a bodyguard to Zobel. 
Noble said Balbuena was shot 
in the left shoulder by suspect Ar- 
mando Gaco just outside the 


allegations against the Presi- centallies in the House, hence an 


immediate resolution by the Om- 
budsman is imperative,” he said. 
With a report from Norman 


liberate on the measure, not to 
mention time for the conference 
committees of both chambers to 
reconcile any differences between 
their versions ofthe bil. 

Congress, which is in recess for 
Easter, is to resume sessions on 
May 15 before adjourning ón 
June 10. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
among the most ardent Cha-cha 
proponents, has said he envisions 
anew Constitution and a unicam- 
eral parliament in place by July 

1f the 2006 budget is not 
passed and signed by the Presi- 
dent by then, the Cha-cha oppo- 
ments “will have no one to blame 
but the senators,” Almario said. 

1де Almari, House Deputy Ma- 
jority Leader Antonio Ceriles asked 
he Senate to forego is investigations 
and focus on passage ofthe budget 

“The Senate's expeditious pas- 
sage of the P1.053-1rilion budget 
measure from the House would 
affirm their support for national 
development.” Ceriles. said. 

Norman Bordadora. 


no 


main gate of the Zobel-owned 
Bay Realty Corp. in Barangay Bal- 
itocat about 2 p.m. last Friday. 

‘According to investigators, the 
two security men were seen hav- 
ing an argument just before the 
shooting. 

Noble said Balbuena was taken 
toa government hospital in Manila, 

"The Batangas police are hunt- 
ing Gaco, Noble said. 

He could not say if Zobel was 
around when the shooting oc- 
curred. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Party in detention nothing 
new to Rep. Satur Ocampo 


By Norman 
Bordadora 


FRIENDS AND POUTI- 
cal foes alike showed up 
for the 67h binhday 
celebration Friday of 
panyls Rep. Satur 
Ocampo at the Batasan 
Pambansa — complex 
where Ocampo and 
four other militant par 
Sis representatives 


фе 
Reet 


protective custody of daughter-in-law Zandra at the House. 


the House 

“its no longer new for me to celebrate my 
birthday inside detention although 1 sil dont 
consider this detention... bit my wish remains to 
be for freedom not only for [me and my party-list 
colleagues] but also for the Filipino people to be 
released from this crisis” Ocampo told reporters. 

"The so-called Batasan S—Ocampo, Teodoro 
Casio and Joel Virador of Bayan Muna, 
Anakpawis Rep, Rafael Mariano and Gabriela 
Rep. Liza Maza—face arrest on charges of re 
bellion if they leave the House premises. 

"They are likely to spend the Easter break there 
"unless the Court of Appeals approves their petition 
то stop the Philippine National Police from arresting 
them the resolution of the justice depart- 
mens preliminary investigation into their case. 

Among those who joined Ocampo and his 
family—wife Bobbie Malay and son Antonio 
and his wife Zandra—were Quezon City May- 
or Feliciano Belmonte, a close ally of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, and former University of 
the Philippines president Francisco Nemenzo, 
another militant from whom Ocampo became 
estranged in the 1990s because of ideological 
differences, and the latter's wife Ana Maria. 

‘Ocampo said his Bayan Muna and Nemenzo's 
Laban ng Masa again have a common cause—10 
force President Macapagal-Arroyo’ resignation. 

Belmonte was a contemporary of Ocampo's 
in the pre-martial law media before Ocampo 
and other journalists like Antonio Ma, Zumel 
joined the communist underground. 

We were colleagues and have always been 
friends," Ocampo said of Belmonte. 

Also at the party was Akbayan party-list 
Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales, who has differed 


3 
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have been holed uP BAYAN Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo (second from left) celebrates his 
since Feb. 28 under the. 67th birthday with wife Bobbie Malay (left), son Antonio and 


PHGWORAZALAN 


with Ocampo over the issue of compensating 
the rights abuse claimants but is now allied 
with him in the anti-Arroyo movement. 

Agusan del Sur Rep. Rodolfo Plaza was the 
only member of the United Opposition at the 
party which was held at the “minority gar- 
den? ofthe House of Representatives. 

Other guests were former Vice President 
Teofisto Guingona and his daughter Marie, 
audio expert Jim Sarthou, family friend Fides 
Lim, Quezon City parks administrator Charito 
Planas and journalists from the Philippine 
Center for Investigative Journalism. 

Guests had to content themselves with or- 
ange juice, soda, a few bottles of wine and 
some tuba (coconut wine) from Souther 
Leyte as thé celebrator supposedly does not 
approve of serving alcoholic beverages. 

“People might use it to present the picture 
that were just having too much ofa good time 
inside the House,” said Anthony Cruz, a mem- 
ber of the Bayan Muna staff at the House. 

“There was no lack of good food, however, as 
there was quite a spread of Kapampangan fare, 
as well as fresh fruits, a cake from Speaker Jose 
de Venecia and his wife Gina, and several roast 
sucking pigs from a number of congressmen, 

“Many of the congressmen were already 
ош of town, So they just sent their pork,” said 
‘one of the guess. 

More gatherings are being planned at the 
House during the Lenten break 

Мага party will hold an Easter egg hunt 
on Easter Sunday while Bobbie Ocampo is 
said to have suggested holding а meteor 
shower party the week after. 
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Reyes seeks superbody 
to fight eco-terrorism 


By Norman Bordadora 


EXPRESSING GRAVE CONCERN OVER THE 

continued environmental degradation of the 
"county's natural resources, Environment 
Secretary Angolo Reyes over the weekend 
asked all stakeholders to support his seven- 
“polnt agenda that includes the formation of a 
suporbody оп environmental law enforce- 
ment, 

Reyes, a former Armed Forces chief of staff 
and secretary of interior, proposed the cre- 
ation of an Environmental Protection Com- 
mission comparable to the presidential anti- 
crime task groups to go after poachers, illegal 
loggers and other violators of the country's 
,environment laws, 
|. “We intend to propose to the President the 
creation of an Environment Protection Com- 
“mission, similar to the Presidential Anti-Orga- 
nized Crime Commission to mobilize all re- 
sources of the government and the private 
sector to put a stop to the pollution and the 
¿destruction of our environment,” Reyes said. 

Reyes said that as a career member of the 
‘Armed Forces, a former secretary of national 
‘defense and later of the interior, he had al- 
“ways been involved in fighting terrorism and 
crime. 


More harm and damage 

"(The) degradation and destruction of the 
‘environment inflicts more harm and damage 
han any criminal or terrorist can hope to 
achieve, Reyes said. 

ч He asked the private sector and big busi- 
less to heip the government ensure that laws 
“Against pollution and environmental degra- 

dation were implemented and produced re- 

Sults forthe country. 

2. “T callon the private sector to take a leading 
“Position in responding to the serious environ- 
"Mental challenges before us. Our real mission 

is to enable a partnership between the gov- 

‘ernment and the private sector in a common 

Quest to protect our environment and con- 

Serve,” Reyes said. 

Other points in Reyes’ agenda include the 
need for responsible mining to generate rev 
enues while sustaining mining resources, the 
completion of the country's geohazard map to 
forewarn communities of potential landslides 
and flashiloods, the revival of the Pasig Rives, 
Ares forest denudation, control air and wa 
ter pollution, and the closure of all open and 


controlled dumps nationwide. 

“We will accelerate the rehabilitation of 
abandoned and idie mining projects that con- 
tinue to pollute our environment, We will pri- 
oritize the Marcopper mines in Marinduque, 
the Basay mining project in Negros and the 
Bagacay mines in Samar” Reyes said. 

“The Arroyo administration sees the mining 
sector as one of the keys to the country’s eco- 
nomic progress. The Supreme Court recently 
upheld the constitutionality of the Mining Act 
o£ 1995, removing one of the major obstacles 
to mining exploration by foreign companies 
in the Philippines. 
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Opposition to ask courts to stop signature drive 


CEBU CITY—OPPOSITION LEAD- 
ers and lawyers groups said yester- 
day they would petition regional tri- 
al courts all over the country to is- 
sue temporary restraining orders 
against the verification of signa- 
tures collected in the people's initia- 
tive to change the Constitution. 

House Minority Floor leader 
Francis Escudero, speaking in Iloilo 
City, said the petitions would be 
filed starting next week against offi 
cials and employees of the Commis- 
sion on Elections up to the regional 
election supervisor level. 

Escudero said the opposition had 
also sought the help of chapters of 
the Integrated Bar of the Philippines 
and people's organizations in filing 
the petitions. 

"We only need one RTC to issue a 
‘TRO and an injunetion and the sig 
nature drive will be blocked or de- 
layed,” Escudero told the Inquire. 

He said a TRO would prevent 


movers of the signature drive from 
getting the minimum required num- 
ber of signatures. 

Lawyer Ner Colmenares, convenor 
of the Committee for the Defense of 
Lawyers said the petition would ask, 
the cours to enjoin the Comelec not to 
verify the collected signatures and to 
nullify those already verified 

Meanwhile, the Honggos’ Move- 
ment Against Arroyo's Charter 
Change (-March) and other groups 
have launched their own signature 
campaign to oppose the move to 
amend the Constitution through a 
people's initiative. 

The groups said they would bring 
their campaign to parishes and 
barangays. 

Tn Cebu, the Commission on Elec- 
tions has required that all signature 
forms for the peoples initiative 
campaign be duly notarized so it 
could go after the proponents in 
case they find fake signatures. 


Provincial election supervisor БА. 
win Cadungog said he put on hold 
the verification of illed-up signature. 
forms in at least four towns in Cebu 
because these were not notarized 

"The Department of Interior and 
Local Government denied it was be- 
hind the signature drive conducted 
in villages in Batangas. 

“Tt is the barangays that were 
sponsible,” said DILG provincial 
rector Jose Baes. 

^ barangay official in Cuenca 
said it was the DILG that called a 
meeting of barangay captains 
Where they were handed forms to 
be signed by the people. 

A barangay official from Tanauan 
said: "Where else can we get the sig- 
nature forms if not бот 
DILG?” With reports from Jolene 
Bulambot, Nestor Burgos Jr. Jhun- 
nex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau, Marlon Alexander S. Luistro, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Bernas: GMA 


Frompage Al 
in a radio interview. 

"The CBCP pastoral leuer decrying the sig- 
mature drive moved Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez again to go on the warpath. 

‘One of Ms Arroyo's chief defenders, Gonza- 
lez hit "leftist elements” in the Church hierar- 
chy and said the CBCP was insulting the Fil- 
ipinos intelligence when it warned that the 
People's initiative was “dangerously unclear 
amd open to manipulation by groups with 
selfserving interest.” 

He said that although the Church could be 
very conservative on some issues, “in some in- 
stances they are very liberal in their eriti- 
cisms of the Arroyo administration. 

“And the leftist elements in the Church are 
part of the liberal side of society .. There are 
lefclesning churchmen,” he said, adding 
these people could no longer “hide their 
heads under the sand.” 

“Tm sorry, the Church will not like that 
statement, but Tm expressing a view that is 
basically factual,” said Gonzalez 

Bernas spoke before some 200 people from 
the academe, non-government organizations, 
lawyers groups and the Church. 
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Noli lauds CBCP 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 
lauded the CBCPs vocal stand on the 
peoples initiative issue and said that, 
considering Из influence on the people, 
the Church could very well enlighten the 
people on the merits and demerits of the 
initiative as well as the proposed amend- 


and I'm glad that the CBCP has taken an 
active role on this issue and it is just 
proper for the Church to help inform our 
people on this issue," De Castro, speak- 
ing in Filipino, told the Ingumen. 

He warned proponents of the initia- 
tive against subverting the true will of 
the people in collecting their signatures 
fortheinitiative. Cynthia D. Balana 


‘Asked whether the high court would allow 
such an affront from the President, Bernas said 
the people would find out once the court ruled 
on the petition from the Abakada party-list 
group urging it to revisit its 1997 ruling. 

Не sai that for a people's initiative to be con- 
stitutional, Congress must pass а law that pre- 
scribes the form, not the substance, of the exer- 
cise, and designate the date and venue and the 
manner of supervising such an initiative. 


Amend, not revise 

Bernas said the ongoing exercise was un- 
constitutional "because it calls for a change of 
structure ofthe government from presidential 
to parliamentary and that is revision.” 

Under the Constitution, a people's initia- 
tive is a tool for amending provisions of the 
Charter and not for revising it, he said. 

Bernas also said the move to amend the 
Constitution now was not as urgent as Mala- 
cafiang wanted the public to believe. 

When asked if Ms Arroyo violated the Con- 
stitution by endorsing the people's initiative, 
Bernas said she might have her own interpre- 
tation of the law that should be strongly ar- 
gued in a proper forum. 

"The CBCP pastoral letter said the peoples ini- 
tative was “dangerously unclear and open to ma- 
nipulation by groups with self-serving interests." 


Palace assurance 

Speaking on radio, Bunye assured that the 
government was committed to carrying out 
Charter reforms, “but only and always within 
the parameters that are sanctioned by the 
Constitution, the Supreme Court and the 
‘Commission on Elections.” 

He said the high court and the Comelec 
"were imbued with enough authority to ad- 
dress all attendant legal questions and issues 
regarding the people's initiative.” 

Some of Ms Arroyo's critics had questioned 
the integrity of the Comelec and expressed 
concern over the Supreme Courts indepen- 
dence considering that 11 of its 15 members 
‘were appointees of Ms Arroyo. 


Church carried away? 

On the CBCP’ expressed concer about the 
publics lack of sufficient information, Bunye 
Eid Malacañang would not get directly in- 
Solved in educating the public and that the best 
Y could do was appeal to the public to keep an 
open mind on how changing the Consitution 
oul lead to solutions to age-old problems. 

"(The information drive) is the responsibil- 
ity oF the different organizations, members of 
the academe and those with advanced knowl- 
edge ofthe Constitution," said Bunye. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defen- 
sor also defended Ms Arroyo. 

"There is nothing wrong and illegal in endors- 
ing the people's inate since this was part of 
the platform of government even before and 
during the elections. Any initiative or underak- 
ing by the people, groups, NGOs and individuals 
in ne with her programs and principles wil al 
ways be supported by her” sid Defensor 

ina telephone interview, Gonzalez said the 
CBCP could have been ‘carried away? by 
emotion as a result of some reported irregu- 
Jarities in the signature collection. 


Aninsult 

“Just because there are few reports of some 
falsified signatures, that is already accepted 
hook, line and sinker and they condemn the en- 
tire process. I think that is not correct,” he said. 

Gonzalez said the CBCP and the Church 
should step aside and see where the people's 
initiative would lead to, instead of making 
“speculative” statements. 

“Every time our people do something, they 
are always being manipulated .. Thats an insult 
to the intelligence and the maturity of our peo- 
ple. Why can we not give them a chance and find 
‘out for ourselves, then азай it later on,” he said. 
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npa F ; Ж. 
Magdalo soldiers to be freed soon under plea bargain 


jy Dona Z. Pazzibugan prosecutor said, 

Col, Pedro Herrera-Davila of the 
Judge Advocate General's Office said 
the Jago was working out a plea bar- 
fain for the lat batch of enlisted per. 


case, so they can be released under the 
same plea bargain conditions. Just 
watch out for that,” Davila told re- 
porters. 

‘The 11 soldiers were apart from the 


tained for nearly two years until they 
entered into a plea bargain with mili- 
tary prosecutors. 

The 184 were demoted three 
ranks and suffered pay cuts for six 


While negotiations for their release 
were going on, the 11 soldiers fired their 
long-time pro bono lawyer Roel Pulido, 
apologizing to him profusely. 


ELEVEN MAGDALO GROUP SOL- 
Hiers undergoing court-martial, for 
the July 2003 Oakwood mutiny will 


be released soon under the same 
flea bargain terms granted to 184 
Other soldiers last year, a military 


sonnel being tried for the Oakwood 
mutiny. p 


“We're making arrangements in their 
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184 enlisted personnel who were de- 


months. 
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The soldiers told Pulido they were 
“fully submitting" themselves to their su- 
periors to resolve their case, which has 
Been pending for two years and eight 
months. 

No plea bargain is being discussed, howev- 
er, for the 96 junior officers who led the sol 
diers in the mutiny. 

“There's no plea bargain for the officers,” 
Davila said. 

‘Among the accused junior officers, 14 
from the Army led by Captains Gerardo Gam- 
bala and Milo Maestrecampo had also 
dropped Pulido as their lawyer, citing "con- 
flict of interest" after they apologized a sec- 
ond time to President Macapagal-Arroyo for 
the mutiny. 

Gambala and Maestrecampo have 
since been disowned by the other offi- 
cers in what they called the "Magdalo” 
group. 

"The court-martial will resume on April 28, 
according to Davila 

"The last hearing held on March 29 was 
postponed after prosecutors moved to consol 
Kate the trial for all the three batches of ac- 
cused. 

"The first group consists of the 29 alleged 
core leaders who were also charged with coup. 
@etat in a Makati court; the second group 
consists of 66 officers and 11 soldiers charged 
with mutiny, and the third group consists of 
eight officers charged with failure to suppress 
mutiny. 


Faculty of Medicine and Surgery "The defense panel objected to the consoli- 
dation after the junior officers put the matter 
to a vote among themselves. 

‘The court-martial has not progressed 
beyond arraignment, 
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2006 LAW ENTRANCE EXAMINATION (LEE) 


The applicant must be a holder of a Bachelor of Arts or Science 
‘degree, or a candidate for graduation for such degree by March 
2006, and must have earned the required units in English, 
Social Sciences and Mathematics. 
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1. College Transeript of Scholastic Records. However, if the applicant is 
graduating on March 2006, an official copy of temporary transcript containing 
college records from first year up to the first semester of the fourth year should be 
submitted instead; 


2. Two (2) 2 x2" colored ID pictures; 
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3. Two (2) Certificates of Good Moral Character with school seal: 


a. For UST graduates, one of the certificates should come from OSA and one 
from the Dean ofthe previous college; 
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b. For non-UST graduates, one from the Guidance office or its equivalent and 
one from the Dean of previous college; 


e, Applicants who are working must submit an additional Certificate of Good 
Moral Character issued by the current employer, 


4, Application and Testing fee; and 


5, Duly accomplished application forms. The forms willbe issued by the Dean's 
office only upon submission of ALL THE REQUIREMENTS. 
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EXAMINATION SCHEDULES: 
8-12 АМ - March 17, April 17 and May 5, 2006 


VENUE OF EXAMINATION: 
Reading Room of the Faculty of Civil Law, Ground Floor, UST Main Building. 
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“infringement charges, claims that the Vatican 
has tried to cover up certain apocryphal texts. 
‘The 31-page ancient manuscript written in 
the Coptic language, if authentic, will provide 
a text of what we know only from secondary 
sources, from the reports of the early Chris- 
tian writers on a certain “Gospel of Judas.” It 
will also shed light on how early Chris- 
батат йе socalled Gnostics—understood 
Judas. 


Egyptian language 

‘Coptic was the language spoken in Egypt 
from A.D, 200 to 1000. The Christian Bible 
was translated into Coptic around A.D. 300, 
as Christianity spread in Egypt. 

In the 2nd century A.D., religious move- 
ments began to challenge Christianity, espe- 
cially in Egypt, These movements are called 
“Gnosticism” and its adherents are known as 
“Gnostics,” although these terms were never 
used in that period. 

Among the Church fathers, Irenaeus of 
Lyons (ca. 130-200) was the earliest to inform. 
‘us of the challenges of the Gnostics. In his 
writings, he mentioned a sect calling them- 
selves the Cainites (followers of Cain) and 
possessing a book they called the "Gospel of 
Judas." 

Another writer, Epiphanius of Salamis (ca. 
310-403), described the Cainites as boasting 
that they were relatives of Cain, the 
Sodomites, Esau and Korah. Those who know 
their Bible well will understand that these 
characters are biblical villains. And so natu- 
rally, the Cainites admired the greatest villain. 
ofall, Judas Iscariot. 


Why Judas betrayed Christ 

‘According to the Cainites, as reported by 
Epiphanius, Judas received heavenly 
knowledge and betrayed Christ for two rea- 
sons: 

One, Judas knew that Christ was wicked 
because he "wanted to distort what pertains 
to the Law” One must remember that Jesus's 
teachings at the time often came into conflict 
With the Jewish understanding ofthe Law of 
Moses. 

“Two, Judas knew that the power ofthe “ar- 
chons” (these are naughty and lesser deities 
їп Gnostic cosmology) would be drained if 
Christ were to be crucified. 

So Judas “bent every effort to betray him 
(Christ), thereby accomplishing a good work 
for our salvation,” Epiphanius wrote 

"he Cainites also argued that Christians 
should “admire and praise” Judas, "because. 
through him the salvation of the cross was 
prepared for us and the revelation of things 
Sbove occasioned by it.” 

Tn short in the eyes of the Cainites, Judas 
helped Jesus save humanity by betraying him. 
He actually fared better than the rest of the 
disciples who did not understand that Jesus 
must suffer and die. 


Good vs evil 

In a positive sense, the story of Judas will 
allow us to rethink the problem of good and 
evil in the world. If Judas's betrayal of Christ 
was part of God's plan, did God intend evil in 
the world? 

Dear to the Gnostics is the idea that God 
created a disordered and chaotic world. We 
don't even have to be a Gnostic to realize. 
that the world, at times, is flawed. That's 
why the Gnostics adored villains like Judas, 
They were the epitomes of a disordered 
world. 

Another controversy that could come 
out of reading the "Gospel of Judas" is the. 
question on God's mercy and forgiveness. 
TE God were indeed merciful, did he forgive 
Judas? 


‘Two chances to retract 

‘Traditionally, many have thought that Ju- 
das is probably in hell, because of Jesus's se- 
vere indictment of Judas: "It would be better 
for that man if he had never been born,” as he 
says in Mark 14:21. But these words do not 


tell us of the fate of Judas. 

‘There are two scenes from the Passion 
narrative which illustrate Jesus's compas- 
slonate attitude toward Judas. First, dur- 
ing the Last Supper, in the Gospel of Mark, 
Jesus announced to everyone that some- 
one at the table was going to betray him. 
Although Jesus never identified the 
traitor, the Gospel writer wanted readers 
to understand that Jesus knew of Judas's 
evil plan. At that point, Judas could have 
retracted. 

Another familiar scene is Judas's kiss on the 
Mount of Olives. Luke has this account: "Не 
Dudas] approached Jesus in order to kiss 
him, but Jesus said to him, Judas, is it with a 
kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" 
Judas was about to kiss Jesus but Jesus 
‘warned him, at the very last moment, to re- 
frain from the evil act. Another chance was of- 
fered for Judas to retract. 

in a similar spirit, St. Vincent Ferrer 
(1350-1419), an influential Dominican 
preacher, said in a sermon in 1391: Judas 
Who betrayed and sold the Master after the 
crucifixion was overwhelmed by a genuine 
and saving sense of remorse and tried with 
all his might to draw close to Christ in order 
to apologize for his betrayal and sale. But 
since Jesus was accompanied by such a 
large crowd of people on the way to the 
mount of Calvary, it was impossible for Ju- 
dasto come to him and so he said to himself: 
“Since I cannot get to the feet of the master, I 
will approach him in my spirit at least and 
humbly ask him for forgiveness.’ He actual- 
ly did that and as he took the rope and 
hanged himself, his soul rushed to Christ on 
Calvary's mount, asked for forgiveness and 
received it fully from Christ. He went up to 
heaven with him and so his soul enjoys sal- 
vation along with ай elect.” 

Nonetheless, an evil act is always an evil 
act—no matter what the result may be. The 
end does not justify the means and early 
Christian writers saw to it that Judas's action 
was not worth emulating. 


Tips on reading Judas gospel 

‘The issues that will be raised in reading 
the “Gospel of Judas” are not new. Nor will 
they "shake Christianity to its foundations” 
as some press releases have suggested. 
Nevertheless, it makes for a relevant and 
interesting Holy Week read. Asin other an- 
cient literary works, however, critical read- 

ays prescribed. Here are some 
tips: 

* Be conscious that this is is a modern 
translation of a language that is no longer 
spoken, and that the manuscript available is 
опе among other copies that got lost or yet to 
be discovered. The original may no longer be 
found. Those who copied the text could have 
added or deleted some lines, consciously or 
‘unconsciously A good translation depends on 
a reliable text and a thorough knowledge of 
the original and target languages, in this case, 
Coptic and English. 

> The circumstances of any discovery of 
ancient artifacts or manuscripts are essen 
Ча! to their authenticity. Usually, an art- 
fact that is found directly at the site by 
archeologists and not through some an- 
tique dealers gains immediately a certain 
degree of authenticity. The "Gospel of Ju- 
das” is in the possession of a private collec- 
tor right now. National Geographic wil 
have to explain the circumstances of its dis- 
covery and the private collector will have 
to allow independent experts to examine 
it. 

© Background literature is needed to un 
derstand an ancient text. For the "Gospel of 
Judas,” the best background is the Passion 
narrative in the four Gospels and the ac- 
count of the death of Judas in Acts 1:16-20. 
It is wise to remember that the gospels and 
the rest of the books of the Bible are the 
Word of God. Other writings, like the 
“Gospel of Judas,” can help us understand 
the world of the ancestors of our faith, but 
they are not the Word from whom we draw 
our joy and hope. 
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Networks racing 
to be first on Everest 


From page Al 


another part of the mountain dur- 
ing the same storm. 


Rigorous training 

To be sure, the Filipino climbers 
have undergone rigorous training, 
Nakpil said. 

Romi “Garduch” Garduce, а 
member of the UPM who is being 
backed by GMA 7, has been training 
since the 1990s and has reached the 
summit of mountains considered as 
training climbs for Everest, like 
‘Aconcagua in the Argentine- 
Chilean border in South America, 
Elbrus in Russia and Cho Oya in the 
Nepal-Tibet border. 

‘The 17-member First Philippine 
Mt, Everest Expedition Team, 
Which is supported by ABS-CBN, 
recently hurdled a 10-day technical 
mountain training course at the 
Mt. Cook National Park in New 
Zealand. 

The team, which has six UPM 
members, is led by 56-year-old Art 
‘Valdez, a former transportation шь 
dersecretary. It has also completed 
training expeditions in Nepal, Pak- 
istan and Burma (Myanmar), ac- 
cording to its spokesperson Regie 
Pablo. 

Nakpil expressed the belief that 
all the climbers would be careful 
not to take unnecessary risks. 

But he observed that the lure of 
Everest and the hype and pressure 
being built up by the networks 
might be too strong 


‘Derogatory’ reports 

Nakpil called on the two net- 
works to present a balanced cover- 
age. 

He said certain reports were 
“derogatory” to Garduce: "Гуе seen 
reports that said he did not train 
enough or that he is a commercial 
climber who will have to pay his 
way to get to the summit. 

"(But] everyone will have to pay 
the route fees and the sherpa 
[guides] for Everest. So 1 don't 
know what people are talking about 
when they say Garduch is a 'com- 
mercial climber.” 

Nakpil acknowledged that the 
media were entitled to report on the 
event. 

“After all, its all about a Filipino 
reaching the top of the highest 
mountain of the world,” he said. 

“But the media should [present] 
the other side so the reporting is 
balanced. Besides, we should all be 
happy if they all get to the top. Why 
couldn't we all just be happy about 
the fact that a Filipino will get tothe 
top?" he said. 


“For all of us’ 

Luchi Cruz-Valdez, head of ABS- 
CBN's Current Affairs department, 
denied that there was a “network 
race” with regard to the Filipino 
mountaineers. 

“We don't want this to be a race to 
the top. Any victory is for all of us. 
Any Filipino who gets there is an 
event worth celebrating. So we are 
covering this as a news event. We 
wish them all good luck,” she said. 

Valdez also said that despite a let- 
ter from GMA 7 requesting her net- 
work to "respect [GMA 75] exclu- 
sive rights to cover (Garduce],” 
ABS-CBN would try to get a com- 
ment from him if he reaches the top 
first. 

“That is a news event and there is 
no exclusivity there. [GMA 7] can 


have the interviews with him, We 
are looking at all attempts [to climb 
Reger) м Sewa ess" Wika: 


Reason to celebrate 

Michelle Seva, GMA 7 program 
director for news, said the network 
was not surprised that the public 
would get the impression it was а 
“network race." 

“We fully support Romi's attempt 
and we hope and pray that he sue- 
ceeds, but we also wish the other 
climbers well. If any one of them 
succeeds, it will be a reason for the 
country to celebrate,” Seva sald ina 
statement. 

"The network added that when it 
got wind of the other attempts, it 
encouraged Garduce to stick to his 
schedule, "and not do anything that 
would depart from what moun- 
taineers would consider acceptable 
and safe” 

Seva also stressed that GMA 7 
was taking care not to “promote” 
the “competition” any further. 

“As far as we know, [Garduce] is 
merely following his schedule, not 
deliberately participating in a race 
for Everest—which happened be- 
cause the attempts to summit are 
now happening at the same time,” 
she said, adding: 

“We are covering this because 
this is a good story. But we constant- 
ly remind him that there is no pres- 
sure from us and that safety comes 
[23 

"he climbs to the summit, it will 
be because he is ready and weather 
conditions are conducive to it, not 
because we are pushing him.” 


“Quiet? climb 

According to reports, the team 
led by Valdez had sent two “recon- 
naissance" climbers--Leo Oracion 
and Erwin “Pastor Emata—to 
scale Everest in preparation for the 
attempt by the whole team in 
2007. 

Garduce, a systems analyst in his 
30s, is now at Base Camp. 

in his blog, he wrote that he 
would have wanted to climb Everest 
on his own, “quietly” 

He added: "rs the ripe time and 
have to climb it. e's like, its not my 
choice anymore. 

“Some people think this is a race. 
‘Well this is far from being a race. 

“How 1 wish somebody were here 
right now, ready to make an attempt 
with me. [d prefer a small team 
than be a lone Pinoy trying to top 
the great peak. But as they say, Bet- 
ter to execute a good plan now than 
а perfect plan tomorrow? ГЇ act 
now" 

Seva seid that while GMA 7 want- 
ed Garduce to be first, “whoever 
gets there first will be a triumph of 
the Filipino spirit and the country” 

Garduce wrote that he was un- 
fazed by the competition. 

“Generally, think this is good in 
terms of increasing the overall 
chance of success in putting a Fil 
ipino Bag on ... the summit. 

“1 don't see this as a competition. 
Climbing the great mountain is a 
very personal matter. Its between 
the individual climber AND the 
mountain, nothing to do with the 
other aspiring climbers. 


Out of the blue 

“With a summit probability of S- 
10 percent, it is never a question of 
who is first, but... who will be lucky 
to be on top. I hope that at least one 


ofi 


ed 


| INTHEKNOW | 


mountaineer Francis lim was 
quoted as saying it was “unclear” 
why Garduce and the Valdez-led 
team were not able to “consolidate 
their plans and schedules into 
one.” 


Lim said. “Things suddenly turned. 
interesting when, out of the blue, 
Garduce left Manila on March 4 for 
Nepal, ready to become the first Fil- 
ipino to ... hopefully summit Ever- 
ей” 


support all climbers who аге mak- 
ing an attempt. This is quite an ef- 
fort, a very serious undertaking. 
[Lets] pray and hope that this 
whole thing will not lead to disas- 
ter. 


have their purity of intention, and 
they were sent ona mission." 


limb or something else while ‘rac- 
ing or ‘just completing a task, and 


self-discovery or self-enrichment.” 


Everest: Roof 
of the world 


MOUNT EVEREST, THE WORLD'S 
highest mountain situated on the 
border of Tibet and Nepal, stood 
at 28,095 feet (8,850 motors) as 
of November 1999. 

Everestis estimated to have 
boen formed around 60 milion 
years ago. With tha two tectonic 
plates of Аза and India--whloh 

/as—ontinuing 


causing ta Himalayan peaks to 
grow shy, he Nationa Geo 
Graphie est mates thot Everest 

rows about tour milites a 

уш. 

The mountain was ance known 
as Peak 15 t was named after Sir 
George Everest. tne Bish sur- 
vayor general Ind, n 1865, 

Attempts to climb Everest be- 
gan in 1921, after Tibet opened ts 
Borgers to outsiders. 

The frst try was made by a 
die team trat included George 
Mallory. who disappeared while 
on his way to the summ. 

Mallon’ body was found in 
May 1969 at 27,000 feet. 

“en more expeditions over a 
period ot 30 years fale to con- 
uer Everest, with 13 people los- 
ing thelr Ives 

"he frst successful cimb to 
the "roof of the world" was made! 
in May 1953 by Edmund Hilary 
ind his sherpa puide, Tenzing 
Чогу. 

Between 1921 and 2004, more 
than 2200 people attempted to 
climb Everest and morethan 180 
Tostthelrives Inthe quest — | 

‘The biggest number of | 
climbers to reach the summit was | 
recorded at 1421n 2000. The | 
biggest number of casualties was 
recorded in 1996, whan 15 
timbers dled onthe mountain. | 

"The dangers posed by Everest 
include avalanches, ferocious | 
winds of up to 125 miles per hour, | 
sudden storms, extremely low | 
temperatures and oxygen depri- | 
Vaton. Kate Pedroso, PDI Re- | 
Search 


us makes ion top.” 
In MountEverest.net, Philippine 


"Maybe Garduce was not includ- 
in the team, in the first place,” 


‘Wrote Garduce in his blog: “Let's 


“I hope that all climbers this year 
not just to ‘race,’ or not just because 


“Tt would be sad if they lose а 


not following a personal path to 


Death March heroes can no longer walk to own tribute 


Frompage At Conde, 


more than 700 World War It vet- 
erans in the city, grasped the 
peace torch and slowly led the 
‘contingent which was exhausted 
from two days of running 

At the Death March monu- 
ment near the abandoned train 
station where they all con 
verged, the more than 50 veter- 
ans greeted the arrival of anoth- 
er group composed of more than. 


Kagitingan" relay marathon be- 
gan at the Kilometer Zero Post 
in Mariveles, Bataan, on Thurs- 
day. 

It passed through seven 
towns in Bataan and five in Pam- 
panga to reach the abandoned 
train station in San Fernando on 
Friday. 

It was in this Pampanga capi- 
tal that Filipino and American 
guerrillas were herded into the 
train heading to Capas in Tar- 
lac. 

From there, they were forced 
to walk again to Camp O Donnell, 
where, according to accounts, 
thousands more died of disease 
and torture. 


30 bikers. 


Thursday. 


Painful memories 

With tear-flled eyes and de- 
spite trouble walking, 90-year- 
“old Jorge Conde ambled to wel 
„come the 150 runners to the final 
stop in San Fernando. 


a k 


evoked 


‘The bikers completed the San 
Fernando leg of the Galing ng 
Pilipino Movements "Lakbyke, 
which kicked off in Capas on 


But not one of the veterans 
ventured near or inside the San 
Fernando train station. 

Lamberto Miranda, 83, said it 
painful 
[Prom here] we were packed 
like sardines into these bagon 
(train compartments) and hauled 
like animals to Capas. We walked 
again for many miles toward 


commander of the 


there" 


mind." 


Irony 


ly weighed on us." 


Run)-—understood. 


sportswriter Ed 


memories: Rum. 


a 


Camp O'Donnell. Many of our 
compatriots died of malaria 


Said Conde: “My head was 
supposed to be chopped off but 1 
dont know what made the 
Japanese official change his 


Noting the irony, Regala said: 
“The run was for us, yet we could 
not run or walk. Old age has real- 


‘The organizers—the Runners 
Confederation of the Philippines 
(RunCPI) and the San Fernando 
Runners Unlimited Ine. (Safer 


“saa pity And this tells us they 
need more help,” said athlere and 
Paez of Safer 


Paez started the marathon 
with a handful of friends in 1986, 
in compliance with the veterans 
request for him to correct the 
wrong route taken by an athlete. 


from New Zealand. 


fair 


neglected 


said. 


years, 

willing to 

marathon. 
RunCP[ 


support 


June. 


japan, 


veterans. 


What Paez thought was a one- 
time thing became a yearly af- 


"They asked that it be contin- 
‘ued on a yearly basis to call arten- 
tion to the plight of the largely 

rans. We runners 
are also doing it as a tribute to 
their gallantry in the wag” 


Paez also said that in past 
few companies were 


adopted 
event and will organize runs for 
the vererans' cause starting in 


On Thursday, National Milo 
marathon titlists Rey Antoque, 
Jona Atienza and Liza Delfin 
carried the flags of the Philip- 
pines, the United States and 


The sponsors’ donations, in 
cash and kind, were given to the 


Among this years sponsors 
were Nestlé Philippines, Philip- 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office, 
Akuvade, Hotel Victoria de San 
Fernando, Pampanga's Best, Al- 
ice Bakery Speed detergent, 
Philippine Red Cross, Besh of 
Besh Garments, Roels Food 
Corp. Toyota and Excellent noo 
йе. 


Monthly pension 

Speakers praised the veter- 
ans contribution to the coun- 
шу during the Friday pro- 
gram. 

Bur Conde expressed the hope 
that such rites would also go be- 
yond remembering and thanking 
them. 

“1 am profuse with gratitude 
because (the organizers] re- 
member our contributions to 
the making of democracy in our 
country. 

These people are strangers to 
us, yet they value our sacrifices. 
What we want- and this one is 


Paez 


the 


the 


addressed to the national govern- 
ment—is that our monthly pen- 
sion be raised and our benefits be 
given," he said 

Conde pointed out that the vet- 
erans’ P5,000 monthly pension 
was not enough to meet the high 
cost of living. He said rhe burial 
assistance was limited to only 
P10,000. 

Said Venancio Kabigting, 78: 
“That was not our war; that was 
the United States war. And Amer- 
ica denies us Filipino veterans 
recognition and benefits. We 
were a good fighting lot, better 
than them.” 

“We're dying by the day. This 
government should be treating 
us veterans better” said 
Conde. 

Mayor Oscar Rodriguez said 
the Philippine Veterans Affairs 
Office should do more because 
time was running out on the old 
soldiers. With areport from 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


TWO INDEPENDENT STOCKBROKER CAN- 
didates made it to the 15-man Philippine 
Stock Exchange (PSE) board, which is typical- 
ly dominated by influential Makati and Mani- 
Ja factions, 

Unlike previous elections, this years PSE 
elections held on the Ortigas trading floor 
Saturday was the “most peaceful” with board 
members unanimously re-electing incumbent 
PSE chair Jose Vitug and PSE president Fran- 
cis Lim to their second terms. 

"The independent candidates that managed 
to garner significant votes were former PSE 
governor Joseph Roxas, and former PSE di- 
rector Eddie Gobing. 

Both were previously allied with veteran 
Manila broker Robert Coyiuto Jr but opted to 
тип as independent candidates in this year's 
elections. 

“Among the “big brokers" or those with 
more than P500 million in capitalization, 
Coyluto topped this years polls, garnering 
14.9 million votes after he got the proxy votes 
of Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
and ATR Kim Eng Securities, sources close to 
Coyluto said. 

Makati broker Vivian Yuchengco ranked 
second with 11.3 million votes. William 
Ang of Astra Securities placed third with 
10.8 million while Gobing of Lucky Secu- 
rities ranked fourth with 10.3 million 
votes. 

Makati broker Alejandro Yu of R.S. Lim & 
Co. also made it to the top five with 7.8 mil- 
lion votes. Yu was elected treasurer of the PSE 
board, 

Under the “small broker category,” Francis- 
co Villaroman of Securities Specialists Inc. 


2 ‘indie’ bets make it to stock exch 


ranked first with 9.2 million votes and Roxas 
came in second with 9.18 million shares 

‘A total of 15 million outstanding shares 
were voted, generating an almost 80 percent 
voter turnout, data from the PSE showed. 

Of the 15-man PSE board, seven seats are 
occupied by brokers and eight seats by private 
sector nominees. 

‘Aside from Vitug as independent director- 
chair, two more independent directors were 
re-elected, namely, former Kimberly-Clark 
chair Cornelio Peralta and former banker Jose 
Luis Javier. z: 

Also re-elected were PLDT treasurer An- 
abelle Chua, who will represent the PLDT 
Beneficial Trust Fund's stake in the PSE, San 
Miguel Corp. Retirement Fund assistant vice 
president Amor Ilscupidez, Investment 
House Association of the Philippines director 
Robert Atendido and Government Service In- 
surance System (0515) chief operating officer. 
Roy Joseph Rafols. 

1n 2004, the PSE sold its 40 percent 
GSIS, SMC, PLDT and the Kim Eng Group. 
cently, the Kim Eng Group sold its shares to 
US investment fund Equinox Partners. 

‘Meanwhile, Lim said the PSE will oppose 
two pending bills in Congress banning the 
GSIS and the Social Security System from in- 
vesting inthe stock market. 

‘The PSE also plans to invest roughly $4 
million to acquire a new trading system that 
will replace its 15-year-old trading system to 
‘minimize glitches, allow direct market trad- 
ing and enable the PSE to launch new prod- 
ues and services 

The PSE will also study a plan to merge the. 
Ayala and Ortigas trading floors under one 
roof, a proposal that was hotly contested in 
the past. 


RP-TAIWAN PACT ON WORKERS 


‘well as open up more jobs for them. 


- 7 
F , PHILIPPINES - TAIWAN 4'!Joint Labor Conference 
$ and Signing of MOJ 


Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas (second from left) and Minister Ying Yuan Lee of 
Taiwan's Council of Labor Affairs (second from right) hold up the Memorandum of 
Understanding that was signed for their respective governments recently by Philippine 
representative Antonio Basilio (right) and Taiwan representative Dr. Hsing Hsing Wu 
(left). The MOU would improve the working condition of Filipino workers in Taiwan as 


Pa 


SHPT 


Call centers 
use workers, 
say militants 


By Jerome Aning 


THE MILITANT LABOR GROUP KILUSANG 
Mayo Uno said yesterday that call centers were 
nothing more than "air-conditioned hubs for 
exploiting workers although the government 
halls them as a major source of employment 
and catalyst for economic activity 

KMU spokesperson Prstlin Suyat said that 
call centers and other process-outsourcing firms 
provided their employees poor working condi- 
Tons and paid them less than living wages. 

"Ht fis glance, people hik that callcenter jobs 
pay igh Ви rhe trath is cal center workers are be- 
Hg exploited," Suyar said in a press satemene. 

Tie said that Philippine call cemer workers 
were paid starting salaries averaging P15,000 а 
Tont -below the estimated P19,950 cost otliv- 
ing. while a similar worker in the United States 
received a monthly salary equivalent to P40,000. 

“Wi the same amount of work, our call cen- 
ter workers are receiving alot less,” he said. "This 
festsaving measure means greater profit for 
BPO (business process outsourcing) employers 
bur translates to greater exploitation for poor 
countries ike the Philippines” 

He claimed President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
push for the emabiishment of more call centers in 
e county was sting economic growth. 

Last Tuesday the Department of Labor and 
Employment launched a P500-milion train- 
ing program for 100,000 fresh graduates and 
jobless and unqualified сай center applicants 
Tt would intially benefit 20,000 call center 
applicants who need to improve their English 
proficiency and marketing skills, 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas said in 
an interview thar her department was vigilant 
in monitoring working conditions in call cen- 
ters and pointed out that many previously un- 
employed Filipinos were thankful that call 
‘enters had provided them decent jobs. 

She said that with adequate training and 
skills improvement, a call center employee 
Could quick be promoted and earn as much 
as P25,000 monthly 

Suyat also criticized Ms Arroyo's cll for 
government employees to avail themselves of 
Early retirement and consider becoming cal 
enter operators to earn higher wages while 
the government streamlines the bureaucracy. 
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Change Your Life 
Change Your Heart 
Change Your Diet 


— 
No more killing 
Be healthy and pe 


We Pray 
for You 


| Examples of nutritious, life-saving foods:" 5% 


Foods 


| Tofu (from soya) 


Gluten (from flour) 


Soy beans, kidney beans, chick peas, lentils, etc. 
‘Almonds, walnuts, cashews, hazel nuts, pine nuts, etc. 
| Pumpkin seeds, sesame seeds, sunflower seeds, etc. | 18-24% 
= Fruits and vegetables are full of vitamins, minerals and anti-oxidants and contain. 
high-quality fiber for maintaining good health and a long Ме. 1 
+ Concentrated multi-vitamin tablets/capsules are also а good source of vitamins, - : 
minerals and anti-oxidants. men š 
< To diminish the real threat of a worldwide pandemic from bird flu, 
+ The danger of mad cow disease (BSE), pig disease (PMWS), etc. 
“To stop the continuing gruesome sacrifice of billions of our sweet domestic 
animals, marine life and feathered friends, 
It's wise to change to a vegetarian diet for good. 
It's Healthy 
It's Economy 
It's Ecology 
It's Compassionate 
its Noble, $ 


E ` 
it's Peace “ў \ш > 


For more information. please refer to the websites listed below; 
http://www.Godsdirectcontactorg/eng/article/veg10.html 
http:/svww.vegsoc.org/ httpi/www.vrg.orp/ http://www.vegsource.com/ 


Thank You. PI give as 
much milk as possible. 
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The education the UNIVERSITY OF THE EAST provides is designed to enable you to be an achiever— 


whether as an employee or an entrepreneur, in 
in Manila or the provinces, in the Middle East or 


ош country or as an overseas worker, 
in North America, anywhere in the globe. 


UE has 200,000 alumni at work ай over the world—making life better, richer, fuller. 


For more 
information, call 
our Admissions 
Offices or visit 
www.ue.edu.ph 
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Disturbing questions 


ident and her disciples had in mind. Riding high on 


T HIS SURELY IS NOT THE PALM SUNDAY THE PRES- 


the Charter change express—a “train,” in President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's own words, “that had left the sta- 
tion’—they must have all looked forward to a triumphant 
entry into the new Jerusalem promised by а new Constitu- 


tion. 


Instead, in the last several days they have found them- 


selves suddenly clinging to their kingly 


EDITORIAL pretensions: Instead of continuing ap- 


proval or at least an ambiguous silence 


from the international community, they were welcomed 
with a stinging editorial in one of the world's most pro 
nent newspapers. Instead of hosannas from the world’s 
bankers and economists for the latest macro-economic 
numbers, they were greeted with a waming from the re- 
gion's main development bank. Instead of resigned ac- 
ceptance of the so-called people's initiative—planned in 
secret, conducted in haste, supported by the Department 
of Interior and Local Government, endorsed by Mala- 
cafiang, and ready to be approved by compliant election 
commissioners--they were accosted by the sight of the 
country’s influential Roman Catholic bishops standing by 
the railroad tracks, wagging a collective finger, 

In a short, politely phrased but unmistakably resolute 
pastoral statement, the bishops sounded the alarm over 
“the present signature campaign endorsed by the govern- 
ment" and asked the millions of faithful to consider tak- 
ing appropriate action: “Vigilance, education, principled 


oppositi 


п may be necessary steps to take.” 


‘Writing on behalf of his brother bishops, Archbishop 
Angel Lagdameo, Catholic’ Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines president, recognized the existence of a dy- 
namic constituency for /constitutional reform” but also 
raised several pointed Questions about the present, “al- 


leged” people's init 


ive. 


In a word, the pastoral letter doubted whether the ini- 

tiative was truly of, by and for the people. “This raises 
questions as to the authenticity of this signature cam- 
paign and the motives of those who promote it. Is this tru- 
iya people's initiative’ or the initiative of self-seeking po- 
litical players wanting to entrench themselves in power? 
We might further ask the question of the source of fund- 
ing for this entire operation.” 

‘The bishops’ position on what for all intents and pu 
poses may be called Secretary Ronaldo Puno's people's 
initiative is essentially process-oriented, and thus pro- 
foundly democratic. They appreciate the true value of the 
constitutional innovation; it allows for greater and more 
informed participation by the people. By the same token, 
they are loathe to see that innovation mocked by undue 
haste and political cynicism. 

“The manner in which these signatures are supposedly 
collected, including door-to-door campaigns, (is) not 
conducive to the kind of informed participation that such 
fundamental changes demand.” 

The bishops return again and again to the possibility 
that “self-serving interests” are the motive for the initia- 
tive. “The changes that are being proposed for signatures 

"of citizens are dangerously unclear and open to manipu- 
lation by groups with self-serving interests.” And again: 
“We believe that ‘the reasons for constitutional change 
must be based on the common good rather than on self- 


serving interests or the interests of political dynasties’ 


And yet ag 


: "This lack of clarity on how the changes 


will truly benefit our nation raises disturbing questions 
about who will truly benefit from these changes. It seems 
that the changes as they are being proposed now will ben- 
efit mainly those who already hold positions of power 
and privilege in the current political system." 

In case the President and her disciples—a number of 
whom will go into spiritual retreat this week—miss the 
point, Lagdameo concludes the statement by drawing a 
sharp contrast between the self-serving, self-seeking be- 
havior of the politicians behind the initiative and the self- 
lessness of the Crucified One, (who, not coincidentally, 
entered Jerusalem on a more humble mode of transporta- 
tion). “As Holy Week draws near, we pray that the self-sac- 
rificing love of Christ, that alone brings life to the world, 
may fil the hearts of all Filipinos and bring about the new 
life we all desire for our nation.” 

The Charter change express is no donkey. 
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THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 
XVII of the 1987 Constitution prescribe the 
several methods by which it may be amended 
or revised. 

“Section 1. Any amendment to, or revision 
of, this Constitution may be proposed by: (1) 
the Congress, upon a vote of three-fourths of 
allits Members; or (2) a constitutional conven- 
tion. 

“Sec. 2. Amendments to this Constitution 
may likewise be directly proposed by the peo- 
ple through initiative upon a petition of at least 
twelve per centum of the total number of regis- 
tered voters, of which every legislative district 
must be represented by at least three per cen- 
tum of the registered voters therein. No 
amendment under this section shall be autho 
rized within five years following the ratifica- 
tion of this Constitution nor oftener than once 
every five years thereafter. 

“The Congress shall provide for the imple- 
‘mentation of the exercise of this right.” 

“Sec. 4. Any amendment to, or revision of, 
this Constitution under Section 1 hereof shall 
be valid when ratified by a majority of the 
votes cast in a plebiscite which shall be held 
not earlier than sixty days nor more than nine- 
ty days after the approval of such amendment 
or revision. 

“Any amendment under Section 2 hereof 
shall be valid when ratified by a majority ofthe 
vores cast in a plebiscite which shall be held 
not earlier than sity days nor later than ninety 
days after the certification by the Commission 
on Elections of the sufficiency ofthe petition." 

Note that Sec. 1 provides for amendments 
or revisions that may be proposed by Congress 
ог a constitutional convention. Sec. 2, on the 
other hand, speaks only of amendments that 
may be proposed through the people's initia- 


Of donkeys and monkeys a 


ITHOUGHT IVE HEARDIT ALL ITHOUGHTI 
knew what love is all about until I heard the 
story of a young man working abroad in a for- 
eign airline. He had an unfaithful wife. He said 
he was willing to forgive her. He was even will- 
ing to take in the baby sired by the other man, 
even if his relatives (and even me) thought 
that was too much already. But during our talk, 
the wife still refused the offer and opted to be 
with the other man who was known to have 
other women besides. In tears, the husband 
pleaded for her to stay with him and their two 
children; still she refused. 1 thought-1 knew 
what love was all about until I met someone 
who was willing to love like God. 

‘Today Palm Sunday, marks the beginning 
of the Holy Week. In today's Gospel (Mk. 14, 
1-15, 47), we read this blow by blow account 
of Jesus” passion and death. Why would a 
man, or God allow Himself to be abused, tor- 
tured, and eventually killed by the very peo- 
ple He wanted to save? Because of love. This 
Holy Week, may we all take time to ponder 
what love is really all about and take a good 
Took at the loves we claim to have in our lives. 


If there is no sacrifice, there is no real love. 
Beyond reason, beyond words, beyond devo- 
tions, beyond duty is sacrifice. "If it ain't 
hurtin’, chen it ain't loving.” Ifyou have experi- 
enced pain and sacrifice in your loving, then 
you know what love is all about. 


Are you willing to give up your “donkey” 
because “the Lord had need of it^? Max Lu- 
cado (“And the angels are silent”) reminds 
tus that each one of us has a donkey that the 
Lord needs. Our time, our talents, our trea- 
sures are donkeys which the Lord asks of us 
for His use; but often, because of selfishness 
and greed, we do not listen to, or simply 
refuse, His request. All of us have a “don- 
key"— something or someone who, if given 
back to God, could, like the donkey on that 
first Palm Sunday, carry Jesus on its back. 
This Holy Week, ask yourself how many 
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tive. The same distinction is made in Sec. 4, 
which subjects to ratification by the people the 
amendments or revisions proposed by 
Congress or a constitutional convention and 
the amendments proposed through initiative 

"The intention of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion of 1986 is obvious from these provisions. 
It gave Congress or a constitutional convention 
the power to propose amendments or revisions 
of the Constitution but allowed the initiative to 
propose only amendments: The difference be- 
tween the two kinds of changes was made 
clear at the outset in the title of Article XVII, 
which is now Amendments or Revisions 
whereas the title of the corresponding articles 
in the 1935 and the 1973 Constitutions was 
only the generic Amendments. Moreover, ini- 
tiative was not allowed as a method of chang- 
ing those past charters. 

“The distinction between amendments and 

jon is so well-known even to first-year law 

students that itis hard to believe that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and her glorifiers are igno- 
rant of it A piecemeal change in the Constitu- 
tion, like the increase of the retirement age of 
judges or the inclusion of educational qualifi- 
cations for elective officials, is an amendment 
By contrast, a revision involves a rewriting not 
only of a few isolated provisions but of practi- 
cally the entire document like the replacement 
ofthe present presidential form of government 


MOMENTS 


Fr. Jerry M. 
Orbos, SVD 


donkeys you have in your life which the 
Lord could use. If you don't let go of them, 
you might end up being burdened by them. 

People who cannot let go of their donkeys 
end up like monkeys. There are people who 
spend their whole lifetime accumulating cars, 
houses, illicit relationships and what have you. 
Like monkeys, they cannot and will not Jet go 
of the things they get hold of. Watch and pray, 
especially this Holy Week that you are not be- 
coming a monkey just because you cannot part 
with your donkeys. 

We salute Prime Minister Thaksin—not 
only did he ask the Thai people to sacrifice, 
he himself sacrificed and resigned for the 
sake of national unity. This he did for the 
sake of the King. We do not only salute him. 
In fact, we congratulate him because, now, 
he is free, no longer attached to his donkey 
and to the donkeys around him. Do a 
‘Thaksin in your life, and you are noble, you 
are decent and you are free. Why do it? Be- 
cause your Lord and your King asks ofit. 

So many monkeys in the Philippines! And 
boy, they talk so well, even with their mouths 
full. And they continue grabbing and hoarding 
even if their hands are full, 1 wish we had more 
of the monkey-eating Philippine eagles to eat 
‘and banish forever especially those monkeys in 
high places so that our land and our people 
would be truly fee. You know what makes the 
situation worse? These monkeys that rule and 
{govern us want to make monkeys out of us all! 


What will you be this Semana Santa? Kris- 


with the parliamentary system. 

Amendments, as distinguished from a revi- 
sion, do not need the careful and debatable 
Study by a deliberative body like Congress or, 
constiational convention which, by its compon; 
sition and presumed superior competence, cay 
Detter examine the more complicated plan tor 
revise the Constitution. 

'A mere signature campaign will not ensure 
such study despite the political and financial’ 
labeo ofthe dancers ofthe Cha-cha. Sincê 
the House of Representatives cannot by ie 
alone act as a constituent assembly or call B, 
Constitutional convention without the partici- 
pation of the Senate, President Arroyo andi 
Speaker Jose de Venecia are scheming to estaba 
Tigh the new government through the unautho” 
rized method ofthe initiative to revise the Con 
Station B 

Despite the clear language and meaning d 
he Constitution: the dances of the Саве 
are spending hundreds of thousands of pesos, 
from the pubic coffers to squander on thein 
pretended ignorance of the supreme law their 
Would revise by violating it. Their leaders Же 
exhausting every effort to establish the parlia* 
mentary government where they hope to rd? 
main in power even if they have lost the peg 
ples confidence to continue running the preg 
Sent government 

remains to note that Congress has not proe 
vided for the implementation of the people 
Initiative as required by the above-quoted Set? 
2. And, of course, whatever amendment or re^ 
‘sion is proposed by Congress or a consti? 
tonal convention, or any amendment prd? 
posed by the peoples initiative, is subject t 
Prificetion by a majority of the vores cast at 
plebiscite called for the purpose. а 

Dance the Cha-cha? Lets st this one out. ээ 


n 


4 
tianong bakasyonista (Vacationing Chris!) 
tian)? Kristianong artista (Acting Chris- 
tian)? or, Kristiano talaga, kahit hindi Sem- 
ana Santa (ayear-round real Christian)? 

Do something special this Holy Week im 
gratitude to God for his love and mercy. Go toy 
Confession, reach out to an enemy, spend шер, 
time in prayer, visit the sick, give alms, sign- 
check for charity, let go of a donkey, resign 
whatever. Do it all because it is what the Lord, 
asks of you. In reality, it is your love and sacri, 
fice that will really set you free. Be good tp: 
yourself—sacrifice and love. And make God 


Smile in heaven above. Е 

Someone texted me to say the sign of the; 
cross slowly and end it with your hands, 
across your chest when you say "Amen,l 
and then let God embrace you. Stay in this, 
position and feel God's loving embrace ang 
love. What a beautiful feeling to be em, 
braced by God, and to be reminded of our, 
mission to spread his embrace and lovoj, 
That's what the Holy Week is all about. And, 
by the way, even monkeys can embrace, if 
only they let go of what they have in their, 
hands. 

Wishing you all a truly meaningful Holy 
Week. We are all dispensable in this world. We, 
are all just passing by. Our lives and posses, 
sions are just lent to us. We carry literally 
nothing with us when we leave this world ex 
cept the love we share in our life here ор 
earth. i 

For your prayer request, just type F J REQ 
<message> then send to 2948 for Globe 
and Sun, and 3940 for Smart. To know more, 
about Father Jerry's text service, type FR. 
JERRY, then send to 2948 for Globe and Sun, 
‘and 3940 for Smart. 

A moment with the Lord: 

Lord, help me to let go of the donkeys in ту 
life and not to become a monkey. Amen. 
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WHEN MY LATE FATHER, MODESTO FAROLAN, 
was in the foreign service, I noticed that he had a 
small group ofloyal and dedicated foreign service 
staff officers (FSSOs) who stayed with him 
through long postings in relatively difficult posts 
not aspired to by many in our foreign service. The 
more coveted assignments were those in the Unit- 
ed States, Canada and Europe where one could 
enjoy the benefits of prosperous and economical- 
Ty advanced societies—and look to the possibility 
of permanent residency in the future. 

Let me explain that the FSSOs are the equiva- 
Jent of the senior non-commissioned officers in 
our armed forces. They are the workhorses of an 
‘embassy If an ambassador has well-trained and 
hard-working FSSOs, he is relieved of the admin- 
istrative chores that may sometimes be a burden 
on the chief of mission. 

On the other hand, the foreign service officers 
(SOs) of our diplomatic corps are the equivalent 
of the commissioned officers of the armed forces 
‘The vice-consuls are the lieutenants; the ministers 
are the colonels, and the ambassadors are the gen- 
rals. To qualify as an FSO, a candidate must pass 
‘one ofthe more difficult examinations given by the 

nt; and at each step along the way to а 
possible chief of mission posting, our diplomats 
must face the Commission on Appointments for 
confirmation. This is, perhaps, one reason why 
ambitious embassy personnel abroad—those as- 
piring for promotion or reassignment to more fa- 
Vorable climes or for extension of their stay in ће 
ountry—go out of their way to take good care of 
Congressmen and senators, particularly members 
of foreign affairs committees or the Commission 
on Appointments. Pity the poor FSO who has dis- 
pleased one of these visiting Bremen. 

‘One of the FSSOs who served under my father 
їп South Vietnam and later Indonesia was Teodoro 
Valencia from Dingras, locos Norte. Keep in mind 
that in the 1960s and early 1970s, these countries 
‘were hardship posts. South Vietnam was experi- 


ANGELA, THE FORMERLY HAPPY GREENBELT 
Shopper whose story was told in yesterdays col- 
umm, recalls a conversation she had with her 12- 
yar old son, a conversation that left her, she 
Says, "drained and sad.” 

Referring to the incident in which she accused 
a security guard of touching her breast while sup- 
posedly in the proces of inspecting her bag, her 
Son remonsrated with her: “Mom, didnt the 
guard. tell you hes sorry already? Isn't that 
enough?” 

“Pin surprised to hear you talking this way,” 
Angela replied. “You think saying ‘sony is 
enough? What if it happened to your girlfriend, 
arto your wife?" 

Its little comfort for Angela to find out that her 
son's reaction is only typical of what most 
men —and other women- would say on hearing 
ber story or similar accounts. In the days before 
“sexual harassment” became well-known and gen- 
erally accepted to mean "advances of asexual na- 
ture” that take place in public or in a workplace en- 
vironment, women found it hard even just to puta 
name to such an incident—or get others to ac 
Knowledge that something, something wrong and 
offensive and possibly criminal had taken place. 

in the bad notso-old days, women who com: 
plained of being mashed or felt up while aboard 
Public transport, or endured woltwhisties and 
ез on the way to school or work were viewed as 
scandal mongers, oversensitve and even mal 
Cious- minded. Boys will be boys; was the general 
explanation. Men were “natural sexual predators” 
and women their “natural prey” And if а woman 
‘id not wish to be harassed or molested or offend- 
ed then they shouldn't be giving cause. Thats why 
‘women on the receiving end of such lascivious be- 
havior often ended up blaming themselves, asking 
themselves if hey had somehow “invited” the be- 
havior by the way they dressed, moved, looked or. 
comported themselves. 

Tn fact, when Angela and her husband Edgar re- 
ported the incident to the Makati police, a police- 
Woman at the Women's Desk wanted to know 
What Angela was wearing. It happened to be a 
black, short-sleeved Tshirt that was cose fitng, 
but thats neither here nor there. She could have 
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encing a revolving door change of government af- 
ter the fall of President Ngo Dinh Diem with every 
senlor general of the South Vietnamese armed 
forces having his turn at the helm. In the case of In- 
donesia, everything—from toilet paper to soap to 
toothpaste—had to be brought in from Singapore. 
A canal which ran through Jakarta served as the 
all-purpose sewer system with people doing their 
thing in full view of passersby. 

“Teodoro (Teddy) Valencia was part of Dad's loy- 
al retinue. He served as embassy finance officer in 
‘Saigon and, later, Jakarta. Only the cold weather 
of Switzerland made it impossible for him to join 
my father in Berne. He was a quiet, knowledgeable 
and hardworking individual, and 1 knew that my 
father had full confidence in his work. 

As with many of our FSOs, Teddy hoped that 
one of his sons would someday follow in his foot- 
Steps. He had his eye on the third child in the fam- 
ily Thaddeus, who was nicknamed “Ted.” To his 
great disappointment, Ted opted to join the 
priesthood. 

1а 1979, Ted became the first Filipino priest to 
be ordained in Canada, joining the Congregation 
of Saint Basil (С.В), an order founded by 
French diocesan priests in the 18th century. A 
week before his ordination, Ted called up his fa- 
ther in Jakarta, asking for his presence at the 
most important event of his life. After а silence 
that almost seemed like eternity his fathers voice 
came on the line with a curt reply—he was too 
busy with his work. But Ted understood. 

For many years, there was not much communi- 


Boys will be boys? 
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been wearing nothing but a bikini when she 
‘walked into Greenbelt, and still the security guard 
would not have the right to touch her breast. 


“I WANT to be heard,” adds Angela. “I want 
them to know how a Woman would feel in my 
place." 

‘The nuns in her old school, recalls Angela, 
taught them that "there comes a point in a рег. 
son's life when you are faced with a choice: to 
seek justice or allow evil to have its way. What 
kind of a woman, what kind of a wife and 
mother would I be if let this go away after a 
simple apology? Wouldn't I be guilty of letting 
this guard or other guards continue doing the. 
same thing to other innocent shoppers?" 

"Angela and Edgar also question the security 
procedures being followed at Greenbelt. While 
the Emirates Security Agency said the guard 
was "only doing his job" and carrying out 
Stringent security measures Angela knows the 
guards don't inspect the bags of everyone who 
Enters the mall; her mother and sister who 
preceded her into Greenbelt 3 were able to 
Walk through without even showing the guard 
their bags. And even if the guard felt he needed 
to look “Angela's bag, couldn't he have 
merely called out and asked politely to inspect. 
it? Why would he have to reach out to grab the 
bag slung on her shoulder and "accidentally" 
touch Angela's breast? 

“How many breasts has this guard 'acciden- 
tally touched in the line of duty?” Edgar wants 
to know. “How many more acts of lascivious. 
ness, so damaging to our women's dignity, wil 
{go unpunished because many women will sim- 
ply not go through the trouble of asking the 


A nation of contradictions 


cation between father and son. For one thing, Ted 
Spent most of his time in missionary work in the 
American continent while his father was in differ- 
tent countries around the globe. 

n 2001, just before he passed away, Teddy 
whispered to his son: "1 am sorry Г wasn't around 
for your ordination.” 

We, Filipinos, pride ourselves in being the only 
Catholic nation in this part of the world, We are a 
deeply religious people, aware of our duties and 
obligations as members of the Church. In particu- 
lar, we have a great devotion to the Blessed Moth- 
er and the Child Jesus. We put much weight to 
the views of our spiritual leaders and priests in 
our communities. In fact, we accord their opin- 
fons with as much, if not greater, respect than the 
opinions of other professionals. 

Bur ask any Filipino couple what their ambition 
for their sons is and, most of the time, the answer 
‘would be for them to become lawyers, doctors, en- 
{ners or businessmen. Rarely would the priest- 
hood be mentioned. In fact, if you bring up the mat- 
ter, you might create some uneasiness or 
to discuss the subject. Iris as though the work ofthe 
Lord is for the sons of other people, not ours. My 
wife Penny, a devout, daily churchgoer, who spends 
more time in prayer than other people do, guided 
Dur sons to the legal and medical professions. 

“There have been all kinds of explanations for 
this situation. the reluctance of most parents to 
see their sons become priests. None have been 
Satisfactory at least for me, and I have always 
considered it one of the great contradictions of 
our society, 

Of course, there are exceptions. When 1 was Cus- 
toms commissioner, one of my distic collectors 
‘was a wonderful man, Guillermo Orbos. Willys am- 
bition was to see all his sons become priests and, in- 
eed, tree of them entered the seminary However, 
oniy one, Jerry Orbos, my neighbor to the left, 
Would make it to the House ofthe Lord. 


law to protect them, as we did, and just buy the 
case hat hese owies are est Going ei 
шу?" 

“Rad why they ask, can other less high-class 
malis and stores afford to hire male and fe- 
male security guards to deal with customers in 
Segregated lines, while Greenbelt can't? 
CONTRARY to what I wrote yesterday, the guard 
Enot out on Бай because formal charges have yet 
to be fled against him. Although the fiscal the 
Couple talked to did remark that the appropriate 
шге shouldbe “шуш vexation” rather than 
Shans of lasciviousness” allegedly because the po- 
ice found no evidence of Jewd designs” on the 
запар. — 

Тау my own issues, though, with this part of 
ehe law or ts imerpretation. What, after al, con- 
Slate “lewd designe? Did the guard have to 
keer a Angela йош a distance, ob his hands in 
арада and salivate as he planned to “acci: 
enl touch a “maselang bahagi ng katawan” 
of hisisended victim? 

happen to think at the crime falls under sex- 
val harassment, since it was committed by the 
guard while on duty and in the line of work, as his 
ип agency admit But then our own anti sexual 
Parament ми has defined erui harassment 
qui narrowly, liming К to superior subordi- 
ше relations in the workplace and in schools or 
‘raining insinuions. Then, too, in other coum 
Ше sexual harassment is defined as a "subjec- 
the’ cime, where the motive of the accused (be 
E sn accident or oversight) counts for nothing 
nd only the accusers feelings mater.» 

‘As of this writing, Angela and her husband 
have already formally writen to Ayala Land, 
which manages Greenbelt among other malls, 
nd understand that the company wil soon is- 
Se a lener of apology and, rir oped, a formal 
explanation, to Angel 

Bur even this comes a little too late for Angela 
piko can no longar be txe "happy оре a 

"who cannot, understandably, pas through a 
Paani =a 
эш fashbock “Maybe 1 should be happy about 
dhis,” quips Edgar 


The passion of the poor 


ON FEB, 24, THE DAY GLORIA MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo declared a state of national emergency, L ex- 
perienced something that completely illumined 
my outlook of our country’s political crisis. refer 
not to my arrest under Proclamation 1017, but to 
what I saw at Camp Karingal, where I was briefly 
detained. There I witnessed first-hand the hidden 
injuries of the Filipino poor. 

‘That same morning, the police intercepted а 
jeepload of residents from a nearby slum commu- 
nity, and brought them to the police camp. They 
‘were on their way to the Edsa Shrine to partici- 
pûte in the rally marking the 20th anniversary of 
the People Power revolution. The group num- 
bered about 30, and half were children. At Karin- 
gal, they greeted me warmly, thinking that 1 had 
come to free them. They laughed when 1 told 
them 1 had also been arrested. The youngest of 
the group was a boy of about 7; I noticed him eat- 
fig from a can of biscuits. 

" learned that they expected to get a free lunch 
dnd earn about P50 at the end of the demonstra- 
tion. It was customary for them, they said, to take 
some ofthe children along so they did not have to 
‘worry about their meal for the day. One of the 
‘women acted as their leader. She asked me if the 
lawyers who had come to assist me could also 
plead for their immediate release. | assured her 
that my lawyers would help her group, and told 
her that the police, in any event, had absolutely 
no right to detain the children. 

‘Soon after was picked up by the police on Ed- 
da, more than a dozen lawyers arrived at the camp. 
to look after my rights. Various media organiza- 
tions sent their reporters to interview me. Rela- 
tives and friends, including some heavyweights 
from Congress, brought some food, and cheered 
and kept me company throughout my brief deten- 
tion, But no one came for the demonstrators from 
the slums. They remained invisible. The police de- 
tained them the whole day at a nearby building 
that serves as the police firing range. They were re- 
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leased only after my lawyers and a couple of sena- 
torsinterceded on their behalf 

"This liie parable has lit my way wherever 1 
speak on the issues confronting our society It has 


taught me one important. No matter how 
often get arrested for the things that I say, write, 
ог do, I still belong to the privileged class. 1 will 
always be able to call upon my community's spirit 
of solidarity. The police or the military may tram- 
ple on my rights, but chances are the media will 
фе there to bear witness. I may be jailed but I will 
never starve. I can talk about the primacy of polit- 
ical freedoms and civil rights because I have nev- 
er known what it is to be hungry or poor. 

"The poor have nothing but their needs and their 
laughter, and perhaps, their faith. Prom where 
they stand, all politics in our country today only 
signifies continuing betrayal of their fundamental 
interests, Charter change and snap election seem 
trivial in relation to their urgent problems. 

"This is not a new story It is as old as Christ's pas- 
sion. When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sun- 
day, he came upon a people desperately in search 
of a leader. The Jewish nation could not dislodge 
the Roman yoke, mainly because the various oppo- 
sition groups could not get their act together Je- 
sus—the teacher, the story-teller, the healer—had 
so impressed the people in the course of his min- 
istry that various ant Roman groups maneuvered 
to enlist him as their symbol. They viewed his mar- 
tyrdom as the politcal spark that could galvanize 
Jewish unity and ultimately free Israel. 

“Jesus himself, however, had not spoken against 


Rome. He spoke rather of a larger vision—the vi- 
sion of God's kingdom, where justice and peace 
reigned. His preferred language was that of com- 
passion with the poor, the oppressed, and the ex- 
luded. Here was a man who “did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his Ме as a ran- 
som for many.” (Mark 10:45) It was from this 
standpoint that he censured the hypocrisy of the 
different groups that jostled against one another 
to represent the future of Israel. 

pon entering Jerusalem, Jesus headed 
straight for the temple where he saw the dishon- 
fest money-changers and merchants of sacrifices 
plying their trade. They were enjoying the brisk 
business brought by the feast of the Passover He 
became angry. He overturned their tables and 
told them: “Is it not written? My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations. But you 
have made it a den of robbers.” (Mark 11:17) He 
detested the empty piety of people who claim to 
have faith but do not practice it in their lives. 

Here was a true subversive. His framework was 
not the political framework of the day. His vision 
went beyond the political ambitions of those who 
Claimed to speak for Israel. His method was differ- 
ent; he was unarmed. He made himself available 
to all kinds of people. To those who despaired he 
offered a message: “Have salt in yourselves, and be 
‘at peace with each other” (Mark 9:50) Salt, the 
antidote to decay, is a timely metaphor for cultures 
that have lost their ethical saltiness. 

"There is no way we can solve the recurrent cri- 
sis of our political life unless we start to correct 
the criminal disparities in wealth and power that 
exist in our society. What this requires is more 
than just a change of our leaders or of our form of 
‘government. We need to review our basic values, 
and ultimately rebuild our whole social order on 
a new ethical foundation. Until then, the passion 
ofthe poor will continue to haunt us. 


Comments to public lives@gmail.com 
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ТМ BEGINNING TO THINK BEING FILIPINO IS А CHAL- 
lenge, а gauntlet thrown on a dir floor. The country is in an 
outrageous state, with a political system constantly being 
tested and people leaving in droves every year. Tm guessing 
most Filipino twentysomethings get out of college feeling 
pretty much the same way I'm feeling now: thrilled and 
Жа, expectant and suspicious, all at the same time. 

We went through 
17 years of schooling. 

REBEL 


WITHOUT 
A CLUE 
Patricia 
Evangelista Ч 


pencils, and blowing 
finch money on pho- 
tocopies of readings. 
The last Jeg before 
graduation was 
more of a mindless 
Tace—eyes оп the target; minds trained on the goal. I figured 
Iwas fine, because one day son, the big payoff would come 
floating dowa from the sky ona pillow of clouds. 

Tor the graduates of 2006, the day is here—and I haven't 
the least idea what to do with mine. We're told мете sup- 
posed to be the hope of the future, the voice of the times, the 
children of the new revolution. So like most people fresh out 
of college, 1 end up 20 years old, burning with the fever of 
{dealism and crazy enough to believe Fm going to save the 
word. Ask me how, and Í wont be able to give an answer. 
How does a person save the world? 

“saw the movie adaptation ofthe Broadway hit "Rent last 
Saturday. Ies the story of eight young people struggling to 
make their mark through art in New York seedy Alphabet 
City. Irsa heart-stopping musical about friendship, romance, 
Sacrifice and breaking away from comfortable truths to live 
fora principle. 

"There's Benny the fiend-tumed landlord who sells out to 
be the “lapdog of a wealthy daughter of the revolution.” 
‘Then there's Mark the amateur filmmaker, Mimi the exotic 
dancer searching for someone to light her candle, Maureen 
the wild performer and her lover (the lawyer Joanne). 
Theres Tom Collins, the down-and-out college professor 
who gets beaten up and mugged, and the big hearted Angel 
Who saves him, then offers Tom her love for no more than “a 
thousand sweet kisses.” 

‘Mostly 1 fell hard for Roger, the longhaired former rock 
star, a dreamer split between principles and desire, bitter- 
ness and hope, struggling to write that one great song while 
freezing in his third oor garret- Tin guessing its because of 
my personal affection for bad boys and rebels in leather jack- 
а 

"Ihe movie is a tribute to the bohemian lifestyle—to days 
otinspiration, playing hooky, making something ош of noth- 
ing; the need to expres, to communicate, to go against the 
sin; to going insane, to going mad; to love, intention, no 
pension, to more than one dimension, starving for attention; 
Pating convention, hating pretensions—and the struggle be- 
tween Bohemia and Reality. The story lays out the choice be- 
een the glorious sufferings for art and selling out for a pay- 
‘heck in the dally grind of corporate America. In the end, Bo- 
hemia wins, along with true love, glory and 565,600 minutes 
of living for no day but today. 

The fairy tale land of Bohemia is beautifully roman- 
tie who Wouldn't want to live for beauty, truth, freedom. 
and love? But in the Philippines of 2006, 1 wonder whether, 
its working for the system or against the system that wil 
bring that payoff in the end. 

My friend Nicolo and {had a long conversation а month 
ago while we were stuck in Makati traffic. We were talking, 
about idealism and growing up, and what we wanted to do 
once we had the chance. Nicolo said he was going to be a 
doctor, because unlike any other profession in the world, a 
doctor is bound to do something good for humanity Every 
other profession is forced to make value judgments: a lawyer 
defends a man whether guilty or innocent, a businessman is 
bound to step on someone else's toes along the way, but 
medicine makes no compromises: a doctor simply saves 
lives. 

“have another friend who intends to teach in farms in Ba 
colod, because he figures his place is among the grassroots. 
My "orgnate" Jewellord wants to bring down the evil em- 
pires of the World Bank and the World Trade Organization, 
‘while his old teammate Ben is plugging away inlaw school to 
Join the ranks of the WTO's lawyers. Val, my panda-like 
friend who hops around wearing а tiny baseball cap in be- 
tween his economics classes, claims that the one thing that 
Will help the Philippines is to "Privatize everything!” while 
my other friends rally in Mendiola against corporatization 
because thats their idea of fighting the good fight. My 
movie buddy-stashconfessor‘iend Necks straddles. the 
tightrope between the corporate and the humanitarian. Her 
days are split between teaching sociology in the University of 
the Philippines and working fora multinational in an Ortigas 
office. 

Me, Pm clueless. The thought of living on justadd-water 
noodles while writing the "Great Filipino Novel That Will 
Seve Mankind” sounds romantic today, but hey, one can't 
live on bread alone—there are movie tickets and electric 
bills and printer ink and Chickenjoy and jeepney fares to 
deal with. Not to mention the fact that Tm afraid of being a 
struggling artist with no art to show for it at the end of the 
day. 

We all have our causes, our principles and ideals to fight 
for. Bohemia may be dead for some, and the picture ofthe 
struggling revolutionary in an artic is probably а holdover 
from the 1960s, For а 1 know, well even be laughing in a 
few years over the idealism that grips us today. But hey, 1 fig- 
tre Fm young enough to be stupid, and stupid enough to 
dare. 


THEY SAID 
“School trek” 


"Some of these kids wake up as early as 5 o'clock in 
the morning just to reach their school by 8 a.m. And 
they are dismissed early in the afternoon, by 3 or 4, so 
they can be home by 7 in the evening. 

 Ptblie ichool teacher Salvacion delos Santos, on the hardships 
thar the children ofthe indigenous Tagakaulo ribe in the hinter- 
ends of Davao del Sur have to go through in going to school. 


Dangerous comparisons 

“1 дой\ love drawing comparisons between myself 
and characters because irs probably a dangerous exer- 
cise for me to undertake.” 

C hollneood actress Natalie Portman when asked she had any- 
Thing common with her rebellious character in "V for Vendetta" 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE. 


‘The Natonal Association oí Philippine Newspapers 
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aaa, Wa yt he ‘more тепте by way ol a people’ 


"nates becuse aaa Barras] eat 
Iha Contin coss not speak nfa] 
singular but o te] pura i says amendments to 
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jonas P my Engin i a Mia tatur pas 
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“Soule Secretary Raul Gonzler 
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Retard tortor 


1s a techie used by Marcos to amend he Corto. 
“an tangay fel wo gane opa asses 
deny etui tar тепп Pe Соте, gasa 
‘sy нул are зална Pangea rnin Din 
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By April 14 
People 
"nitate. 
pation s fled 
wih the 
Commission 
on Elections. 
Veriticationof 
signatures be- 
опа, 


By May 15 
Vertcation ot 
signatures is 
completed. Comelec 
schedules a plebiscite 
either by the end 
of June or by 

first week of Juy. 
Constutlonalty of 
process ls expected 
to be questioned before 
Supreme Court. 


By July 15, 

at the latest 
Amendments to 
Articles 7 and 8, 
‘hanging me 
system of govem- 
ment to partamen- 
tary are ati in 
aplebiscte. 


congressional ranon 
oso (a vall тан 
ange wi ven conse 
operate (Camel. 
“San Joker Aray 


Signatures 
representing 

3 percent of 
registred voters 
perdistrit 
and 12 percent of 
total registered 
voters ara cok 
lected by Sigaw 
ng Bayan, other 
NGOS. 


Constitutional 
questionis 
sattied by he 


Supreme Court. Interim parlament is convened. 


During regular session in succeeding 

months, he Interim parliaments convened TI? 

Into a consttuent assembly to maka a wholesale constifiona revision. 

‘ther provisions may now be changed 2s proposed by House committee 

‘on constitutional amendments earier this year. 

tote: The schedule Is based on Interview with Rep. Constantino Jaraula by Norman 
Borda dora. агаа is the chair of the House committee on constitutional amendments, 


The ABCs of a people's initiative 


“TTHE MEETING OF THE NATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF THE RULING LAKAS PARTY IN JANUARY, Speaker Jose de Venecia said on Thursday that the number of signatures had reached 8.3 million, or 60 
percent in excess of the minimum requirement. 

However there's a hitch. Opponents of Charter change (Cha-cha) maintain that the signature cam- 
paign is Шера! because of the absence of an enabling law. Besides, a people's initiative is only for making 
Specific changes to the Constitution, they claim. 

‘De Venecia, along with the President, disagrees. 
ponents of the signature campaign are expected to question the initiative before the Supreme 
‘Court The high courts decision will determine whether the administration's Cha-cha train can reach its 
destination. 


President Macapagal-Arroyo pushed for a new Constitution and a parliamentary system by June 
this year. Of the three modes of amending the 1987 Constitution, Malacafiang has settled for the. 

People's initiative, which requires the signatures of at least 12 percent of the total number of registered vot- 
ers and at least 3 percent of each legislative district's registered voters. 

"The other modes are the constituent assembly, which is to be composed of senators and members of 
the House of Representatives, and the constitutional convention whose delegates are to be elected. 

“Just two weeks into the signature campaign, proponents of a shift to a parliamentary form of government 
claim that they have collected the signatures of more than 12 percent of the registered voters nationwide, 


Initiative [ 
It is the power of the people to propose amend- 


ments to the Constitution or to propose and enactleg- 
islation through an election called for the purpose. 


3types top of every page ofthe petition. 
* Initiative on the Constitution 


Petition for Charter change 


PROPOSITION: Do you approve the amendment [to] 
4 form or government from the present bicameral-pr 


Articles VI and VII of the 1987 Constitution, changing the 
nial to a unicameral-parliamentary system and provid- 


which refers to a petition proposing 
"imendment to the Constitution 

Initiative on starutes which 
refers to a petition proposing to en- 
егп national legislation; an 

* "nive on local legislation 
which refers to a petition pro 
to enact а regional, provincial, d 
municipal, or barangay law, resolu- 
tion or ordinance, 

Indirect initiative ithe ex 
еа z Initiative by PIA 
rough propostion sev to Congress 
eal eje boty bracon. 

Referendum ls the power 
of the electorate to approve or re- 
ect а legislation through an alec- 
ilo culled for the purpose. 

Proposition is the measure 
proposed by the voters. 

Plebiscite i» the electoral 
process by which an fave on 
the Constitution и approved or re 
Jected by the people. 


Signature campaign 


Petition is the written Instru- 
ment containing. the proposition 
andto red number of auto 
Tes, h shall bo in а form to bo deter 
mined by and submitted to the Com- 
minlon on Elections (Comelec). 

‘A petition for an fniiotve on the 
1987 Constitution must have nt least 
12 percent ofthe total number of rege 
ered voters signatories, of whi 
ery lese die mus be rp. 
resented by atlest 3 percent of 
Puginored voters there. 

Initiative on the Constitution may 
be exercised only aftr five years 
from the ratification ofthe 1987 Cone 
stitution and only once every five 
‘yours thereafter, 

The petitlon shall state the fol 
lowing: 

e Contents or text of the pro- 
posed law sought to be enacted, ap- 
proved or rejected, amended or re- 

asthe case may be; 


The reason ог reasons; 

That its not one of the excep- 
tions provided in Republic Act No. 
6735; 

e Signatures of the petitioners 
or reglstered voters; and 

' An abstract or summary in not 
mote than 100 words, which shall 
be legibly written or printed at the 
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Enabling law 

nents of the signature cam 
рим undertaken by Sigaw ng 
ушп and ош offal Чат that 
BR py tae 1o элер! the 
398P Consi is legal becuse of 
the absence of a enabling kw They 
also claim that the initiative 
is oniy for making pek nor whole 
ше changes to the Contin. 


Verification 
"The Election Registrar is tasked 
eth verifying the signature on the. 
basis of the registry list of votes, 
voters’ affidavits and voters’ identi- 
fication cards used In the immedi- 
ately preceding elections, 
‘or municipal registrars are as- 
арй towel рита, ссоре. 
by п request, submitted to them. 
The process Involves checking 
whether the signatories aro relly reg 
istered voters in a particular barangay, 
and matching the signatures against 
those in the voter record. 
After verification by each city or 
municipal election office, tho list of 
signatories will be returnod to the 
proponent, The verified list will 
then be affixed to the petition, 
‘which will then be fled before the 
‘Comelec’s main office. 


upon determining the sufficiency of the 

== 

UE 
pa 

nd vet the of the atv or т 


tiec of Вову 1 

Tffectivy of ане or refer 
endum proposition: 

“he proportion nen ie 
on the Constitution approved by а 
ary of the ve ter b de 
plebiscite shall become effective as 
Eo the day of the plebiscite. 

‘The decision of the Comelec on 
the findings of tho suffielency or in- 
sufficlency ofthe petition for Inti 
ive or referendum may be ap- 

priod tothe Supreme Coun mahi 
aya from notice, Com 
PDI Research T 
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Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Arti- 
cle VII of the 1987 Constitution 
are hereby amended to read, as 
follows: 

Section 1, There shall be a Pres- 
ident who shall be the Head of 
the State, The executive power 
shall be exercised by a Prime Min- 
ister, with the assistance of the 
Cabinet. The Prime Minister shall 
be elected by a majority of all the 
Members of Parlament from 
among themselves. He shall be 
responsible to the Parliament for 
the program of government. 

* For the purpose of insuring an 
orderly transition from the bicam- 
eral-presidential to a unicameral- 
parliamentary form of govem- 
ment, there shall be a new Article 
ХУШ, entitled “Transitory Provi- 
sions,” which shall read, as follows: 

h The incumbent 
President and Vice President shall 
serve until the explration of thelr 
term at noon on the thirtieth day of 
June 2010 and shall continue to ex- 
ercise thelr powers under the 1987 
Constitution unless impenched bya 
vote of two-thirds of all the mem- 
bers ofthe intern parliament. 

(2) In case of death, permanent 
disability, resignation or removal 
from office of the incumbent 
President, the incumbent Vice 
President shall succeed as Presi- 
dent. In case of death, permanent 


7 Proposed 


ing Article ХУШ as transitory provisions for the orderly shift from one system to the other? 


disability, resignation or removal 
from office of both the incumbent 
President and Vice President, the in- 
terim Prime Minister shall assume all 
the powers and responsibilities of 
Prime Minister under Article VII as 
amended. 

Section 4, (1) There shall exist up- 
on the ratification of these amend- 
ments, an interim Parliament which 
shall continue until the Members of 
the regular Parlament shall have 
been elected and shall have been 
qualified. It shall be composed of the 
incumbent Members of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives 
and the incumbent Members of the 
Cabinet who are heads of executive 
departments. 

(2) The Incumbent Vice President 
shall automatically be a Member of 
the Parliament until noon of the thir- 
tieth day of June 2010. He shall also 
be a member of the cabinet and shall 
head a ministry. He shall initially 
convene the interim Parliament and 
shall preside over its sessions for the 
election of the interim Prime Minis- 
ter and until the Speaker shall have 
been elected by a majority vote of all 
the members of the interim Parlla- 
ment from among themselves, 

Senators whose term of office 
ends in 2010 shall be Members of the 
Parliament until noon of the thirtieth 
day of June 2010, 

Within forty-five days from rat- 


Amendments ^ 


ification of these amendments, 
the interim Parliament shall con- 
vene to propose amendments to 
or revisions of, this Constitution |" 
consistent with the principles of |, 
local autonomy, decentralization 
and a strong bureaucracy. 

Section 5. (1) The Incumbent 
President, who is the Chief Exec- 
utive, shall nominate from 
among the members of the inter- 
im Parliament, an interim Prime 
‘Minister, who shall be elected by 
a majority vote of the members 
thereof, The interim Prime Minis- 
ter shall oversee the various min- 
istries and shall perform such 
powers and responsibilities as 
may be delegated to him by the 
incumbent President, 

(2) The Interim Parliament shall 
provide for the election of the 
members of Parliament, which 
shall be synchronized and held si- 
multaneously with the election of 
all local government officials, 
"Thereafter, the duly elected Prime 
Minister shall continue to exercise 
and perform the powers, duties 
and responsibilities of the Interim 
Prime Minister until the expira- 
tion of the term of the incumbent 
President and Vice President. 

Note: These are some of the 
amendments contained in the peti- 
tion prepared by groups seeking 
Charter change. 
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Gonzalez’s new gem: GMA Pacquiao's next fight with ex-girlfriend’s ma 


has balls, Thaksin doesn't 
— 


ko Justice Raul Gonzalez, who 
esterday stressed that Ms Ar- 
froyo—who is dogged by charges 
tof ‘irregularities like 
rhaiin would hang tough and 
Would not resign her post. 


‘Sterner stuff 

“Maybe Thaksin Shinawatra is 
not made of sterner stuff. Konting 
tulak lang, takot na siya (A small 
thing scares him),” said Gonzalez 
over his radio program "Hustisiya 
Para Sa Lahat (Justice for Al)” on 
дий. 

Gonzalez, who ñred broadsides 
at former President Corazon C. 
Aquino, her daughter Kris, and ac- 
tress Susan Roces, said that one 
problem Thaksin had was that as 
prime minister, he was “not elect- 
‘ed by the people directly" 

“President Arroyo was elected 
‘by the people. She won—as far as 
we are concemed—in an election 
that was fair and square,” he said. 

Thus, Ms Arroyo “feels she has 
a full mandate from the people 
until 2010," Gonzalez said. 

"The situation in Thailand is 
different from here. They have a 
parliamentary system of govern- 


ment while we have а presiden- 
tial form of government. There 
are only two ways to remove our 
President—impeachment or vol- 
untary resignation,” he said. 

Gonzalez said that Ms Arroyo's 
critics should follow the proper pro- 
cedure for removing a President. 

“There is a process to follow 
and they cannot wait for that pro- 
‘cess to ripen,” he said, alluding to 
the impeachment complaint 
which tanked last year because 
the opposition failed to muster 
the necessary votes for it to move 
forward. 


Let's not be copycats 

Gonzalez was reacting to calls 
by members of the Senate and 
cities for Ms Arroyo to do a 
‘Thaksin and resign. 

"The justice secretary said that 
the President no longer paid at- 
tention to such calls, knowing 
that her enemies “have nothing 
better to say than that.” 

Не added that Filipinos should 
stop being copycats. 

"We cannot be copycats 
(Gaya-gaya). Just because it hap- 
pened in Thailand, it does not 
mean that we have to do it here," 
hesaid. 


From page Al daughters and a son wanted her 
to keep quiet but she just 
couldn't. 

^ feel guilty I have failed her 
once. 1 feel 1 have to take up the 
cudgels for her this time because 
she still has a good future ahead 
of her; she said. 

‘And if Pacquiao refuses to see 
her, the 49-year-old Marissa said 
she was ready to picket his train- 
ing center with a group of plac- 
ard-bearing Filipinos to demand 
that Pacquiao respect the rights of 


Threat of lawsuit in US 

While waiting for Pacquiao 
in Los Angeles, Marissa said 
she would be conferring with 
an American prosecutor 
about a Nevada law prohibit- 
ing a boxer from fighting ifhe 
was facing a suit involving mi- 
nors. 

Before this interview, Maris- 
sa spoke with her daughter's 
lawyer, Victor Rodriguez, about 
granting an interview with a 
group of American newsmen in- 
quiring about Pacquiao's al- 
leged son. 


yesterday, Marissa Bacose-Ya- 
namoro said she had sought a 
meeting with Pacquiao, who is set 
to fy to Los Angeles after the 
Holy Week to train at the Wild 
Card Gym. 

“ (Pacquiao) is a big shot in 
Manila. We couldn't even see 
him there anymore like we 
used to. 1 could probably talk 

here,” she said, fum- 
ing. 

Pacquiao is to spend three 
weeks of training in May at the 
жута in Hollywood for his World 
Boxing Council super feather- 
weight fight with Mexico's Oscar 
Larios at the Araneta Coliseum on 
Jaya. 

Closed-door training 

Afer LA, he wil tain four 
more weeks in Baguio City His 
training will be held behind 
closed doors 

Marissa few two weeks ago 
to Los Angeles from Japan, 
where she lives with her second 
husband, a retired Japanese 
ship captain. In Los Angeles, 
She is staying with her eldest ` The American reporters, she 
daughter. said, wanted to find out if it was 

Marissa said her three other true that her daughter, 


24year-old Joanna Bacosa, was 
only after Pacquiao's money. 


Not mine, says Pacquiao 

She was indignant, of course, 
she said. 

Joanna's counsel told Marissa 
to go ahead with the interview 
with American reporters in Los 
Angeles. 

"p am mad. You print that,” 
Marisa told the золю. "Why 
can't Manny be man enough to 
face my daughter in court? Can a 
man just impregnate a woman 
and be allowed to get away with 
Ng 

Pacquiao has denied that he 
is the father of Joanna's 
2-year-old son, but said that he 
was willing to support him if a 
DNA test proved he was the fa- 
ther. 

Pacquiao thrice snubbed a 
one-on-one meeting with Joanna 
at the office of Assistant City 
Prosecutor Ma. Gracia Casaclang 
of Quezon City, where he has 
been charged with violation of 
Republic Act No 9262, which pro- 
tects women from violence. 


Pacquiao ought to recognize his 
son and honor his obligation to 
him,” said Marissa, a commerce 
graduate from the Philippine 
School of Business Administra- 
tion, 

‘She said she met Pacquiao at 
least 10 times during his 
two-year relationship with her 
daughter. 

“He promised me that he 
would never forsake my 
daughter,” she recalled Pac- 
quiao telling her several times 
over dinner. 

“How could he deny that the 
boy isn't his son? Eh, kamukhang 
kamukha пуш! (He lois Ше 

im)" 


Mother's cross 

‘That her daughter fell in love 
with a married man who now 
refuses to recognize her and 
their son has become, to Maris- 
sa, something ‘of a family 
tragedy. 

"This is a mother's cross [to 
bear]. 1 failed her as a mother,” 
she said. 

She said she was physically fit, 
but she won't dignify the chal- 
lenge of Pacquiao's own mother 
toa fistfight. 

“Hfind that so cheap,” she said. 


Pacman's promise 
“1 can support my daughter 
and my grandson, but Manny 
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Sunday, April 9, 2006 
Passion Sunday 
(Palm Sunday) 
1stReading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
Iwill not be disgraced р 
‘The Lord Yahweh has taught me so speak as his disciple and I know 
how to sustain the weary. Morning after morning he wakes me up to 
hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord Yahweh has opened my ear. I 
have not rebelled, nor have I withdrawn. I offered my back to those 
‘who strike me, my cheeks to those who pulled my beard; neither did 1 
Shield my face from blows, spite and disgrace. 1 have not despaired, 
for the Lord Yahweh comes to my help. So, like a flint I set my face, 
‘knowing that Twill not be disgraced. 
2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
Emptying of Jesus 
Though being divine in nature, he did not claim in fact equality with 
God, but emptied himself, taking on the nature of a servant, made in 
human likeness, and in his appearance found as a man. He humbled 
himself by being obedient to death, death on the cross. That is why 
God exalted him and gave him the Name which outshines all names, 
So that at the Name of Jesus all knees should bend in heaven, on earth. 
and among the dead, and all tongues proclaim that Christ Jesus is the 
Долі to the glory of God the Father. 
Gosp 


(The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.) 

Ht was now two days before the feast of the Passover and Unleav- 
ened Bread. The chief priests and the teachers of the Law were looking 
craftily for a way to arrest Jesus and put him to death; for they said, 
“Not during the Festival, or there might be trouble among the people. 

Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper. Аз he was re- 
dining at dinner, a woman entered carrying a precious jar of expensive 
perfume made of pure nard, She broke the jar and poured the per- 
Famed oil on Jesus head. Then some of them became angry and said, 
"What a useless waste of perfume. It could have been sold for more. 
than three hundred silver coins and the money given to the poor” And 
they criticized her. 

But Jesus said, "Let her alone; why are you troubling her? What she 
has just done for me isa very charitable work. At any time you can help. 
the poor, for you always have them with you, but you will not have me 
forever. This woman has done what was hers to do, she has anointed 
my body beforehand for my burial. Truly, I say to you, wherever the 
Good News is proclaimed, and this will be throughout the world, what 
she has done will be told in praise of her” 

"Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went off to the chief priests 
in order to betray Jesus to them. On hearing him they were excited and 
promised to give him money So Judas started planning the best way to 
hand him over to them. 

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the day when 
the Passover Lamb was killed, the disciples asked him, “Where would 
you have us goto prepare the Passover meal for you?" 

So Jesus sent two of his disciples with these instructions, “Go into 
the city and there a man will come to you carrying a jar of water. Fol 
low him to the house he enters and say to the owner, The Master says: 
Where is the room where I may eat the Passover meal with my disci- 
ples? Then he will show you а large room upstairs, already arranged 
and furnished, There you will prepare for us.” The disciples went off. 
‘When they reached the city, they found everything just aš Jesus had 
told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. While they 
were at table eating, Jesus said, "Truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
Te, one who shares my meal" They were deeply distressed at hearing 
this and asked him, one after the other, “You don't mean me, do you?" 
‘And Jesus answered, “It is one of you Twelve, one who dips his bread 
in the dish with me. The Son of Man is going as the Scriptures say he. 
wil But alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed; better 
forhimifhe had never been born.” 

(While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. And he said, "Take this, it is my body” Then he took a 
Cup and after he had given thanks, passed it to them and they all drank 
from it. And he said, “This is my blood, the blood of the Covenant, 
which is to be poured out for many Truly, [say to you, I will not taste 
the fruit of the vine again until the day 1 drink the new wine in the 
kingdom of God.” 

"After singing psalms of praise, they went out to the Hill of Olives. 
‘And Jesus said to them, "All of you will be confused and fall away; for 
the Scripture says: wil strike the shepherd and the sheep will be seat- 
tered. But after am raised up, Iwill go to Galilee ahead of you." 

"Then Peter said to him, “ven though all the others fall 
not.” And Jesus replied, “Truly, I say to you, today, this very night be- 
fore the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But Peter in- 
sisted, "Though I have to die with you, 1 will never deny you.” And all 
of them said the same, 

They came to a place which was called Gethsemane and Jesus said 
to his disciples, "Sit here while pray 

But he took Peter, James and John along with him, and becoming 
filled with fear and distress, he said to them, "My soul is full of sorrow, 
even to death, Remain bere and stay awake.” 

"Then he went a lide further on and fell to the ground, praying that 
if possible this hour might pass him by. Jesus said, Abba (Daddy), all 
things are possible for you; take this cup away from me. Yet not what [ 
want, but what you want.” 

"Then he came and found them asleep and said to Peter, “Simon, are 
you sleeping? Couldn't you stay awake for one hour? Keep watch and 


pray, all of you, so that you may not йр into temptation. The spirit in- 


deed is eager but human nature is weak. And going away he prayed 
Saying the seme words. When he came back to the disciples, he found 
them asleep again; they could not keep their eyes open, and they did 
not know what to say to him. 

"When he came back the third time, he said, “You can sleep on now 
and take your rest! I is all over, the time has come; the Son of Man is 
пон given into the hands of sinners. Get up, et us go. Look: the one 
betraying me is right here.” 

While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, came up. 
With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, who had been 
sent by the chief priests, the teachers of the Law and the elders. The 
traitor had arranged a signal for them, “The one 1 kis, he is the man. 
‘Arrest him and take him away under guard.” 

So, when he came, he went directly to Jesus calling, "Master! Mas- 
terl” and kissed him. Then they seized Jesus and arrested him. One of 
the bystanders drew his sword and struck out at the High Priest’ ser- 
vant, cutting off his ear 

“jesus turned to them saying, “So you have set out against a robber! 
Did you need swords and clubs to arrest me? Day after day 1 was 
among you teaching in the Temple and you did not arrest me. But let 
the Scriptures be fulfilled.” Then they all deserted him and fled. 

"A young man covered by nothing but a linen cloth followed Jesus. 
As they took hold of him, he left the cloth in their hands and fled away 
naked. 

"They led Jesus to the High Priest and ай the chief priests assembled 
with the elders and the teachers of the Law. Peter had followed him at 
T distance and went right into the courtyard of the High Priest, where. 
he sat with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 

Now the chief priests and the whole Council tried to find some evi- 
dence against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they were 
unable to find any Even though many came up to speak falsely against 
him, their evidence did not agree. At last some stood up and gave this 
false witness: "We heard him say: "I will destroy this Temple made by 
hands and in three days 1 will build another not made by human 
hands” But even so their evidence did not agree. 

"The High Priest then stood up in the midst of them and asked Jesus, 
Have yoo no answer at all? What of this evidence against you?" But 
Jesus was silent and made no reply. 

"The High Priest put a second question to him, "Are you the Christ, 
the Son ofthe Blessed One?" Then Jesus answered, “Tam, and you will 
sec the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Most Powerful and 
coming with the clouds of heaven around him.” The High Priest tore 
is clothes to show his horror and said, “What more evidence do we. 
need? You have just heard his blasphemous words. What is your deci- 
Sion?” And they ай condemned Jesus saying, “He must die.” 

Some of them began to spit on Jesus and, blindfolding him, they 
struck him saying, "Play the prophet!” And the guards set upon him. 
with blows. 

“While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the High Priests ser. 
vant-giris came by Noticing Peter beside the fire, she looked straight at 

and said, “You also were with Jesus, the Nazarene.” But he denied 
it, “L don't know or understand what you are talking about.” And he 
‘went out through the gateway. 

"The servant gir saw him there and told the bystanders, “This 
man is one of them." But Peter denied it again. After a litte while 
those standing by said to Peter, “Of course you are one of them; 
{you are a Galilean, aren't you?” And Peter began to justify himself 
With curses and oaths, “I don't know the man you are talking 
about.” 

“Just then a cock crowed a second time and Peter remembered what 
Jesus had said to him, "Before the cock crows twice you will deny me 
three times." And he broke down and wept 

‘Early in the morning, the chief priests, the elders and the teachers of 
the Law (that is, the whole Council or Sanhedrin) had their plan ready. 
‘They put Jesus in chains, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 

Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, 
чш say so." As the chief priests accused Jesus of many things, Pilate 
asked him again, "Have you no answer at all? See how many charges 
they bring against you.” But Jesus gave no further answers, so that Pi- 
late wondered. 

At every Passover festival, Pilate used to free any prisoner the 
people asked for. Now there was a man called Barabbas, jailed 
‘with the rioters who had committed murder in the uprising. When 
the crowd went up to ask Pilate the usual favor, he said to them, 
“Do you want me to set free the King of the Jews?” For he realized 
that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him out of envy. 
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask instead for the re- 
lease of Barabbas. Pilate replied, “And what shall 1 do with the 
man you call King of the Jews?” The crowd shouted back, “Crucify 
him!” Pilate asked, "What evil has he done?" But they shouted the 
louder, "Crucify him!” 

"As Pilate wanted to please the people, he freed Barabbas and after 
the logging of Jesus had him handed over to be crucified. 

“The soldiers took him inside the courtyard known es the praetorium 
and called the rest of their companions. They clothed him in a purple 
sk and twisting a crown of thorns, they forced it onto his head. 
‘Then they began saluting him, “Long life to the King of the Jews!” With 
a stick they gave him blows on the head and spat on him; then they 
knelt down pretending to worship him. 

Wien they hed finished mocking him, they pulled off the purple 
cloak and pat his own clothes on him. 

"The soldiers led him out of the city to crucify him. On the way they 
met Simon of Cyrene, father of Alexander and Rufus, who was coming, 
in from the country, and forced him to carry the cross of Jesus, 

When they had led him to the place called Golgotha, which means 
the Skull, they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he would not 
take it. Then they nailed him to the cross and divided his clothes 
‘among themselves, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

Tt was about nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. 
The statement of his offense was displayed above his head and it read, 
"The King of the Jews.” They also crucified two robbers with him, one. 
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on his right and one on his left. 

People passing by laughed at him, shook their head and jeered, 
“Aha! So you are able to tear down the Temple and build it up again in 
three days, Now save yourself and come down from the cross!” 

in the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the Law 
smocked him saying to one another, “The man who saved others cannot 
save himself Lets see the Messiah, the king of Israel, come down from 
his cross and then we will believe in him.” Even the men who were cru- 
бей with Jesus insulted him. 

"When noon came, darkness fell over the whole land and lasted until 
three o clock; and at three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, 
Eloi, lamma sabachthani?" which means "My God, my God, why have. 
you deserted me?" As soon as they heard these words, some of the by- 
anders said, "Listen! He is calling for Elijah." And one of them went. 
quickly to fll a sponge with bitter wine and, putting it on a reed, gave 
Him to drink saying, "Now les see whether Elijah comes to take him. 
down.” 

"Bat Jesus uttered a loud cry and gave up his spirit, And immediately 
the curtain that enclosed the Temple sanctuary was torn in two from. 
top to bottom. 

"The captain who was standing in front of him saw how Jesus died 
and heard the cry he gave; and he said, “Truly, this man was the Son of 
God.” 

"There were also some women watching from a distance; among 
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger 
and Joset and Salome, who had followed Jesus when he was in Galilee. 
and saw to his needs. There were also others who had come up with 
him to Jerusalem. 

was now evening and asit was Preparation Day that is the day be. 
fore the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea boldly went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. Joseph was a respected member of the Council 
Who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God. 

Pilate was surprised that Jesus should have died зо soon: so he sum- 
moned the captain and inquired if Jesus was already dead. After hear 
ing the captain, he let Joseph have the body 

loseph took it down and wrapped it in the linen sheet he had 
bought. He laid the body in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock 
and rolled а stone across the entrance to the tomb. Now Mary of Mag: 
Gala and Mary the mother of Joset took note of where the body had 
been laid. 

Commentary 

‘is time to face death with Jesus. Isaiah tells us how we are to endure: 
speak to the weary and rouse them, open our ears to the Word, to suffer 
hd not turn back and to absorb the hate and pain that is inflicted on us 
God is our help and we will not be disgraced though we may be killed. We 
Gre to set our faces like fint and hang onto God for a dearer life. We are 
found with Christ in God, in suffering and death and in glory. We must 
all die, being human. And we must die as we have lived, faithful to God 
Sith Jesus the Word, not grasping at life but taking on the attitude of 
Christ who is the LORD of life. We worship by living and dying together 
with Jesus for the truth. The passion of Jesus is our Passion. 


Careien Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vilage, Dinan, Que 
son Clty, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 921-3984; Fax 
921-2429; Email: ` cci@daretorg; tp: /www.bible. 
аги. org (Claretian Publications Inc) & http.//missionaries claret.org 
Claretins in the Philippines) 


Oxygen їп a can! 
Don't leave home without it! 
Benefits of using OXYCAN 
T Anti-ste 
T Anti-pollütion 


+ Boosts Immune system 
+ Relieves hangover and 
compensates for lack of si 
"Long di 
+ Promotes good 
blood circulation 
PORTABLE... 
Anytime & anywher 


> 


Now, initially available at 
mega-Manila and other leading drugstore nationwide! 


Www.oxycan.com.pl 


n 


ACROSS THE NATION 


QUIRER Mindanao 


SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 


E-malli ing_divao@inquirercam.ph 


Editor Jun Bandayrel 
Bureau Chief Nico A, Alconaba 


Rehab center embraces special kids 


THEY dance and 
strut tho hip-hop 
beat except they 

don't hear the music, 

They are the 
hearing-impaired 
students of Hangop 
Kabataan, а 
community-based 
rehabilitation center 


for special children. 
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Universal, Motors 
orporation and 
Nissan Motor 
Philippines, Inc provido, 
whorgensy #884398 
assistance to all 
motorists on April 12 
to 15 at 12 strategic 
Motor Medic stations: 
Naga + Batangas * C5 
Road « North Edsa 
Balintawak * Bulacan 
* San Fernando 
Pampangi 

Cabanatuan * La Union * Baguio «Isabela 


With Motor Medic, you're guaranteed 
а blessed trip. 
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RE-DISCOVER THE POWER OF RADIO AND PRINT. 


Come to this 2-day event and find out how radio and print advertising 
can efficiently and effectively help boost your marketing plan 


* Visit booth c 
* Listen to € 
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ADMISSION IS FREE! Bong all your colleagues. 
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{ April 20-21, 2006, 10:00 am — 


| Ground Floor, Old Makati Stock Exchange Building 
| Beside Ayala Tower One, Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
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By Michael Sarcauga 
Pagadian Cty 
laughed 


TE DANCED 
when they made mistakes. 


“tinikling” and 

They seemed perfectly normal chil- 
dren having fun with themselves, 
except that they do not hear the 
dance music. 


They are hearing-impaired students of 
Hangop Kabataan (Embrace Children), a 

ity-based rehabilitation center for 
special children in Pagadian City. 

On April 1, children with physical and men- 
tal disabilities were given recognition in vari- 
ous fields they excelled in toward being inde- 
pendent, said teacher Virginia Pestañas. 

“We gave all of them recognition, such as 
Best in Drawing and Best in Mathematics—as, 
some are really good even if they are han 


THE 


| capped—Best in Spelling, Best in Dancing 


and many more,” she said. 

‘This school year, Hangop Kabataan has a 
total enrollment of 108 students--children 
who have autism and cerebral palsy, Downs 
Syndrome, learning difficulties, hearing im- 
pairment, dwarfism and hydrocephalus, am- 
putees and those with club feet, orthopedic or 
polio victims, and the blind. 


Special numbers 

On Recognition Day, their families and rel- 
aves came to watch the young performers. 
Children with Downs Syndrome and hearing 
impairment presented folk dance numbers; 
an amputee did а Hawaiian dance; and chit 
dren with learning difficulties joined in the 
community singing 

The closing ceremony was held at a beach 
resort. 

The Hangop Kabataan employs a commu- 
nity-based approach toward rehabilitation. 
AI members of the family and their relatives 
are involved in the efforts, said Pestañas. 

Aided by fre fulltime teacher and thre volun- 
tess, parers and relatives are aught how to com- 

nite wit the children using sign language. 

“Good communication relationship widi spe 
calcem 5 very important. Hence, everyone in 


the childs environment must leam how to com- 
municate with them,” sald teacher Jocelyn Bhan. 


Special volunteers 

"The volunteers are also special children 
who have attained independence and have 
shown to be helpful in educating the other 
special children, Efhan said. 

“Our volunteers, whom we call teachers 
aides, have... techniques that we do not pos- 
sess," she said. 

At the center, the teachers have been trained 
to spot the potential skills of every student, 

Such В the case of Michael Robert "Miro"! 
Verdida, a 7-year-old autistic child who has 
drawn the attention of his teacher because, 
according to Efhan, he is able to operate com- 
puters with ease. 

“Miro has shown interest in computers and 
heis one of those special kids that are fast leam- 
ers, We are looking into his ability to manipu- 
late the computer as his potential skill and, 
maybe, we can educate him through the use of 
computers and develop his skills,” said Ећап, 

Міо is fond of high-tech gadgets. When this 
writer ted to talk to him, he seemed notinterest- 
ed in the person, but in the digital camera in front 
of him. He grabbed it and examined intently the. 
details of the camera. His mother laughed and 
told this writer that Miro was very interested in 
small gadgets, Ше mobile phones and cameras 


Special skills 

“He showed special skills that we are trying 
to understand, but at present we know he 
likes computers and with fewer instructions, 
he can click at the menus and follow the pro: 
grams, Pestañas said. 

Hangop Kabataan is offering free sign lan 
guage lasses every summer "So more people 
Can understand and use sign language, and so 
that more people can communicate with our 
children,” Pestañas said. 

“Teachers use both oral and sign communi 
cations, even to those without any hearing 
impairment. 

Several college students have already 
signed up for the sign languages classes, ac- 
cording fo Pestañas. Some education and so- 
cial work students, who underwent their in- 
ternship training at the center, have con- 
vinced other students to enrol. 


Encounters with wildlife at the park: 


By Jennifer L. Ramos 
Contributor 
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The unforgettable line from the movie 
“Field of Dreams” hit me when saw the place. 
Visitors come from the nearby provinces, and 
even from other areas of Mindanao, such as 
Davao and Sarangani. The place has also re- 
guests from as far as Luzon. 

ince its opening in 2002, the Misamis Oc- 
cidental Aquamarine Park (MOAP) has 
catered to around 5 million guests. What 
keeps them coming? 

A project funded by the provincial govern- 
ment, the MOAP is located in Libertad Bajo, 
Sinacaban, Misamis Occidental. It is just a 15- 
minute van ride from nearby Ozamiz City. 

The park, just a few meters from the high- 
way, is very accessible, even to commuters. 
Vans and buses from Dapitan, Dipolog and 
Oroquieta cities drop guests at the park. 

Upon paying an entrance fee of P10, the visi- 

tor immediately sees 
the Shecare fish- 
pond that provides 
fresh tilapia to the 
pars restaurant. To 
the right в the wildlife 
zoo amid a mangrove 
forest. To get there, 
one must соз a 
quaint bridge, made 
entirely of bamboo, 
over a brackish creek 
Which also serves as 
me oyster fam. 
Young oysters clump 
on rows of ropes 
hanging from hor 
zontal bamboo poles. 


Hatchery 
А meandering 
board walk in йе cool 
mangrove forest leads 
ib to cages of birds, 
rocodies, шойт 
arde, monkeys, 
pythons and civet ca. 
"The majority of the an- 
imals were donated by 
residens from nearby 
‘ies and provinces. 
‘Most of the birds 
are endemic to near 
by Mount Malindang. 
The 20 has a 
modes: collection of 
animals, buri sallat- 
tracts busloads of 
students from the 
Lanao provinces and 
Bukidnon. 


UILD IT AND THEY 
will come.” 


PRINT 


‘Across the forest is the hatchery. It houses 
aquariums of African mudfish, tilapia, fresh- 
water giant shrimps, and other colorful fish. 
Fingerlings are sold to private enterprises but 
are given free to accredited cooperatives and 
people's organizations. Some are used to seed 
the province's marine and freshwater areas, 

Karl Immanoel Aoanan, the park manager, 
said the facility aims to produce a million fin- 
gerlings a day for distribution. 

To the right of the hatchery are day cot- 
tages, suite rooms, family rooms and dormi- 
tories nestled among mangrove trees. The 
suites have furnishings made from indige- 
nous materials but with modern designs. 


Dolphin Island 

The restaurant is out in the sea, hidden by 
mangrove trees. A long walk on a bamboo 
bridge from the hatchery leads to it. Adjacent 
isthe Ramiro Hall, which can seat around 100 
persons 

A few steps from the restaurant is a shaded 
waiting area and wharf for boats bringing 
guests to the Dolphin Island, so-called be- 
Cause of several pens housing rescued dol 
phins. The place, which can be reached in 10 
minutes, has been designated and accredited 
by the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re- 
sources as Marine Rescue Refuge. 

‘Bamboo walks surround the dolphin pens. 
Adults and children alike delight in catching a 
glimpse of the dolphins, especially during 
feeding time at 4 p.m. 

Janice Salvador, the parks assistant opera- 
tions manage said the pens sheltered four dol- 
phins, which were tumed over by fishermen 
Who accidentally caught them in their nets. 

Salvador said veterinarians from the Provin- 
cial Vererinary’s Office regularly visited the is- 
Tand to give medical attention to the dolphins. 

Dolphin Island is just a sandbar visible dur- 
ing low tide. Al the structures and facilities 
spread over the shallow sea are supported by 
Concrete pilam. ls grandstand can seat 
around 500 people. 

Tn front is a big pen enclosed by nets. Al- 
most the size of an Olympic swimming pool, 
guess can swim with a marine turtle, snorkel 
Gr feed the fish. 

The island's other attractions are several 
snorkeling and dive sites, the most popular of 
which is the Takup Point where divers interact 
wish sea turtles and black tip sharks. One can 
also go kayaking or visit the giant clam frm. 

“The MOAP is not just another resort. Gov. 
Loreto Leo Ocampos conceptualized the pro- 
ject, which aimed to increase aquaculture 
Production, protect and rehabilitate the envi- 
Тотем, and promote eco-tourism. 

"The MOAP Ë one of this years Galing Pook 
awardees fo most oustanding program under 
the category of innovations in local governance. 


(the author is the former provincial legal ofi- 
cer of Sarangani. Taking a respite from her law 
practice, she is now into “therapeutic” writing.) 
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BRIDGE TO PARADISE —— 
A wooden footbridge connects the shoreline of the village of Libertad Bajo in Sinacaban, Misamis Occidental to 
cottages that form part of an aquamarine park in the village. Visitors are treated to sights of dolphins and other 
encounters with nature in the park. (See story on Page A14) 


BAGUIO CITY--A LA UNION PROSECUTOR 
has volunteered to stand trial for a P36-mil- 
Боп fund misuse scandal involving a job re- 
cruitment agency apd middlemen based in 
South Korea. 

Prosecutor Catalino Pepi was detained in 
Pasig City on three illegal recruitment charges 
due to the failure of Transcend Employment 
Services Inc. to deploy job applicants to facto- 
ries in South Korea. 

"These charges were dropped last week but 
Pepi remained detained for 13 more ilegal re- 
cruitment and embezzlement suits filed in 
this city 

"Tbe Philippine Overseas Employment Ad- 
ministration (POEA) had accredited Tran- 
scend to participate ina bilateral employment 
agreement that allows the agency to send 
workers to South Korea. 

Pepi took a leave of absence from his post 
in San Fernando City because he acted as 
"Transcend's legal counsel. He was later ap- 
pointed as company vice president and mar- 
keting director. 

Pepi was working for the Commission on 
Human Rights before he was transferred to 
the Department of Justice. 

According to documents from POEA, Tran 
scend failed to complete the deployment of 
fist 100 clients in 2003 because йз South Ko- 


Gambling pays off: PCSO earns P1B in Visayas, Mindanao 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


same period last year. 

“With this good sales, 1 am 
hopeful to hit and even exceed 
‘our target sales of P3.6 billion by 
the end of the year” Medici said. 

Medici said PCSO' revenue 
during the first quarter was 
boosted by the increase in the 
number of lotto terminals in 
Visayas and Mindanao, from 723 
at the end of last year to at least 
901 in March. 

Medici said new lotto termi- 
nals are being put up in areas like 
‘Samar, Surigao City, Zamboanga 
del Sur and Davao del Norte. 

He said the rising patronage 
for lotto was due to the multimil 
lion-peso jackpot prizes last 
February, especially in the Super- 
lotto draw where the jackpot 


CEBU CITY—THE PHILIPPINE 
Charity Sweepstakes Office (PC- 
SO) in Visayas-Mindanao report- 
ей that йв collection for the first 
quarter of this year has reached 
the one billion-peso mark, ex- 
ceeding its sales target sales by 
15.90 percent. 

William Medici, PCSO's Vis- 
Min manager, said the agency 
collected P1.049 billion from Jan- 
чагу to March this year, or about 
P100 million more than its target 
of P905 million. 

Medici said the January to 
March revenue is also 22.43 
percent higher than the P856.9 
million sales generated in the 


prize reached more than P100 
million. 

"The huge prizes had attract- 
ed the people to bet,” Medici 


said in Cebuano. 

Medici also said that of all the 
games they have introduced, the 
Suertres Lotto, the three-digit 
numbers game, has the biggest 
sales share at 29 percent, fol- 
Towed by mega lotto 6/45 (28 
percent), super lotto 6/49 (19 
percent), lotto 6/42 (17 percent) 
and the four-digit numbers game 
(7 percent) 

Medici said he expected that 
more terminals would be put up 
in Visayas and Mindanao with the 
{introduction last December of a 
new $14-million lotto system. 

Medici said this new lotto sys- 


computer hardware that features. 
a faster berting process and a 
smaller square ticket. 


Gov't lawyer stands 
trial for recruitment 


rean brokers reneged on ап obligation to pro- 
cess the Filipinos’ working visas. 

Danilo Tan, Transcend president, was 
preparing to send 300 workers when his firm 
hired Kang Dong Seog and Han Jung Yul to 
Process the Seoul documentation. 

Hernani Pepi, the prosecutor's son who acts 
as the family spokesperson, said his father 
was left holding the bag when Tan went into 
hiding in 2003, along with half of the fees 
paid by the workers. 

“But my father is a devout Christian, He 
told our family he was going to face the 
clients and he would try to find ways to re- 
cover [on behalf of these job applicants] 
their hard-earned money,” the son told the 
qune. 

Pepi's solution was to pursue a legal battle 
in Seoul, with the assistance of the DOJ and 
the Intemational Police (Interpol), because 
he wanted to recover millions of pesos that 
Transcend had wired to Kang and Han before 
Tan disappeared. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez helped 
Pepi facilitate the Korean suit. 

(Gonzalez informed his South Korean coun- 
terpart, Justice Minister Kim Seung-kew, 
about the Transcend fiasco in a March 14, 
2005 letter. Vincent Cabreza PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 


powered by Extrema, a 


CASTILLO CLAN 
of Masbate 


will have a 


GRAND REUNION 


on April 21, 2006 


at Bituon Beach Resort, Mobo, Masbate. 


All clan members are invited to attend. 


p # 


ROUNDUP 
Healthy kids program 


COTABATO CITY—The government seeks to provide health services to at 
least 100,000 children in Maguindanao during а five-day program. Dr. Tair 
Sula provincial health officer, said the program wil start on April 17. "We 
will be providing free vitamin A capsules, conduct immunization against 
measles, dental checkup, and lesson on protecting children from health 
hazards,” Sulaik said. Maguindanao is one of the country's poorest 
provinces, where people have virtually no access to medical services. 
Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Teacher shot dead 

PIKIT, Cotabato A public school teacher was shot dead by ал unidentified 
‘suspect here on Monday evening. Nurhamin Sumbaga, 38, was going home 
‘with another teacher when the lone suspect flagged the motorcycle they 
were riding. As soon as the motorcycle stopped, the suspect, armed with a 
аб cal pistol, fred at the victim. Police said personal grudge could be the 
‘mative for Sumbaga' kiling. 


Mom of teen mistaken 
for thief seeks help 


TABACO CITY--THE” 
The Cosmopolitan Review Center 


mother of a 17-year- 
old high school gradu- 
[Since 1981 —] CONGRATULATES 
the following successful CRC REVIEWEES who passed the 2005 BAR EXAMS: 


For inquiries, contact: 


M Ms. Iris Castillo, (0921)523-8944-or * 
Atty. Percival Castillo, (0919)446-3392. 


ating student is seek- 
ing help fom de 
Commission on Hu- 
man Rights after her 
son, who was mistak- 
en for a fugitive by 
Jawmen here, suffered 
three gunshot wounds 
and is now in critical 
condition at the Bicol 
Regional Training and 
Teaching Hospital in 
Legazpi Cay, 

Albert Mackenzie 
should have been 
among the graduates 
on Friday at the Doña 
Josefa Edralin Mar- 
cos Foundation High 
School in Malilipot, 
Albay, said his moth- 
er Herminia Bondoy 

However, eight 
armed men wearing 
fatigues and bonnets 
raided their house at 
Sitio Mati, Barangay 
Canaway in Malilipot 
at 5:30 a.m, April 4, 
Bondoy said 

‘The raiding team 
was looking for a cer- 
tain Romeo Solano, a 
suspected motorcycle 
thief, the night before 
the raid, she added. 

Lovely Bondoy, 24, 
the victims halfsis- 
ter who witnessed 
the shooting, said Al- 
bert was roused from. 
sleep by the gunmen 
who barged into 
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Edwin 0. Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Village guard slain 

TABACO CITY-A vilage watchman of Barangay Tabiguian was killed by 

unidentified suspects believed to be New Peoples Army rebels on March 31. 

Gy police chief Supt. Renato Bataller said at east five armed men forcibly 

took Blandino Panen, 49, rom his house at Purok 3. Witnesses said the sus- 

petis shot Panen when he triad to flee. Panen suffered nine bullet wounds. 
Job B. Belen, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


2more arson attempts 
LEGAZPI CITY—An unidentified person left a burning candle covered with a 
jacket on top ot an amplifier during Mass at the St Raphael Parish Church 
on April. Thre were no further damages as the Church organist saw the 
burning candle before the fire could spread. On Friday. he audio-visual 
тот of the Divine Word College of Legazpi was set on fire. Aso set on fire 
this week was the Bicol University Linia Theater, with damages reaching up 
to PB milion Last month, fires hit four hospitals here and a building ofa 
state college а Camarines Sur. 

Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Dirty water downs 63 
LEGAZPI CITY-—t least 63 residents, most children, were victims of water 
contamination at Barangay law, Polangui, Albay. Provincial heath oficer D 
Ls Mendoza said te victims suffered stomach pains and diarrea but were 
declared safe after medication. The outbreak was caused by contaminated wa- 
ler uning through old asbestos pipes. Te provincial government immediately 
requested the loca water district to replace the pipes with new ones. 

‘Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Airport gets P1SOM 
LEGAZPI CITY —The national government has released P150 milion to start 
the development of the Southern Luzon International Airport in Barangay 
‘lobo, Daraga, Albay. Rap. Joey Salceda said Transportation Secretary Le- 
andro Mendoza received the initial amount for tne 104-hectare site acquis 
tion and road right-of-way payments. Salceda expressed confidence that 
the P3.6-illon project would be realized in three years with full support 
from governors and mayors in the Bicol region. 

‘Edgar Neo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


P2.9M for employees 
DARAGA, Albay—The Daraga Municipal Counc has allocated some P29 mil- 
on for 237 regular employees cash benefits and adtonalalowances, which 
are retroactive this January. Mayor Gerry Jaucian said this amount would aug- 
tent the employees income and пер hem meet igh costs of ing. 
"Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
Chiong; 55 


CEBU CITY—Mayor Ferdinand Chiong of Naga town in Cebu died at 1:20 p.m. on 
Apri 3 at the Cebu Doctors University Hospital due to complications resulting 
from cancer of the esophagus. He was 55. Chiong, а last term mayor who ran un- 
der the administration party, vas diagnosed with the alment oniy this yea. 
 Jtunnex Napalacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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The lawmen’s sub- 
ject, Solano, lived in 
Barangay Bongabong. 

Sup. Renato 
Bataller, chief of the 
Tabaco City police of- 
fice, said it was a le- 
gitimate operation 
but it turned out to 
be a case of “mistak- 
enidemi" Job B. 
Belen, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


Dean Froen M. Bacungan 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU E-mail: pr. provndal newiGinqdrencom.Ph, visayas BUREAU MINDANAO BUREAU 


Room 29t, semanapi Zn Fo, Los Baras Be посв Daly ons FEP Preig Corp Bia 
Тону den Loop, angulo Cty Сос Pafaranda ana Aguak Sis Seisesarost moy Maafnad Davao Oy. 
e Cato TS Nos за 2550349750 qa No (08212441701071 
КИШЕТ tac. sa 004182 axe (321222988 тото овар 
БУ АУС ph Emal: ma. osiin com sh 


Баатара Eat ing балонот 
Чаш us your feedback Inquirer tn namelageyfmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (mar) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


Phones in $20M village phone 
project don’t have dial tones 


KATIPUNAN, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE TELE. 1 par ofthe national Municipal бишеди ре serice, meag, fr leram ges 
ЮК Per а паво тр) under — “Every barangay sali be pro- told the guna ina phon 
phone booths are a common site in this town апа Тозе aN a wasfund. vided with tree (9) payphones Wew that about 1000 phone 
in other areas of the Zamboanga peninsula but cay local and foreign funds ming phone a for outgoing lines under the TSB project are 
уа! ала a re- calls an one (1) plain ordinary not working in the peninsula. 
nobody uses them to make calls for one rem eat aind, semi em CON eri Дераа каа. 
son—the lines are dead. Ae ha ebeite of the coming calls shall be installed” iy discontinued because of mis- 
on е Влез аге cid pec wasspenheadedbyiheDe. ОТС, about 3,470 telephone the DOTC website said psc 

a роја аа eo would beesabithedin3e7 Buteowralyearsaterthetle “Because, of mismanagement, 
Т) fret of te madoralgov. Communications (DOTO) lines woul be Cad provinces phone booths were installed, no Congress decided to discontinue 

i ل‎ O a de нра в Care project which was аспар wi loc anal and tera. one can make cals becuse the the project he said 
Crees had no daltones eon — Peer sad the TSB project was 
Pere Mayor Petehito ра only turned over to them by the 
T аша, who refers to he phone БОТО sometime im 2004, two 
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2: A z booths as “orange elephants” be- years after it was implemented in 
ч SED Fi musane St, Quiapo, Manit ex Mor af бшк cut mid de Westem Mindanao,” 
3934. 5601. Fax No. 734 - 108: š ФОТС let (he phones booths) — "I really don't have any idea 
rw kape ert: where the mismanagement ot 
трае насу the use ofhavingthree cured and who were involved. 1 
ANG KARUNUNGAN AY Tay, Ç telephone booths per barangay, also do not have an idea how 
i CURRI for display? Fes not working, much was actually spent (for the 


— z paa Somebody from up there should projec), Perez said. 
DEGREE PI Win у A explain why, Eguia said. Terez sald his agency was pur- 
E ii We said шш of the 30 suing the TSB projec using the 
barangays here, 18 villages were Voice Over Internet Protocol 

recipients ofthe TSB projec. (VOIP) technology 
ab Dumingag town, Mayor ^ He said they were still studying 
Edgardo Jamero said the installa. the possibilty of tapping the 

Чоп of phone booths was "done abandoned phone lines, 

ou any consultation fom “Buti really depends on the 
thelocal leaders” configuration of each geographi- 
“They jst pull those gadgets cal area. We sil have to fx every 

there with the promise that the thing first," he said. 
people cam already call бий ШАШ such time, residents of 
Ке, те гд. the peninsula would have to con: 
аспе ото Ан] Buries idle,” hesaid. tend themselves with the nom- 


IGRADUATEIDIVISION] - 3  Jamero said “the government working phones according to 


isjust wasting money” Eguia. Julie S. Alipala, PDI Min- 


[MasterfoffArtslin|Education = Ka ‘Francisco Perez, assistant sec. danao Bureau 
Mer pm EN ud =<, Workers spruce up 
ENROLLMENT FOR SUMMER ONGOING • CLASSES BEGIN ON APRIL 17, 20! š 

= Baguio for Holy Week 


WHERE EDUCATIONHINDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY 
— TE DUR! AT: BAGUIO CITY--EMPLOYEES OF 2004, thecity’s peak tourist period, 
d ц the Baguio City Hall have extended when news about the outbreak of 
=k 
meena мш 
Тоон NGA 
а u 
ham Park, a favorite tourist desti- tributorlast week, Alhambra said. 
are located, on Saturday night. along Kennon Road. But the ad of- 
iy. President Macapagal-Arroyo is gan for the use of photographs to 
Se er 
officer said almost every sector in Baguio since March, the end of the 
Baguio is cooperating to show school semester, “and we are ex- 
‘dropped due to reports on the bacte- 1995," he told the Inquiner. 
rial disease meningococcemia, Hotels have reported а 70 per- 
is normally visited by an average — “Baguioisalwaysa summer des- 
of 150,000 tourists during Holy tination, and we enjoyed the best 
a & But Baguio lost half of thisnum- [former President Fidel Ramos)” 


Board Topnotchers | be when hotel bookings were Alhambra said, Vincent Cabrezt, 


withdrawn staring December PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
MARY JOY PEREZ CONER M.D. SERGIO TINGZON APDO JR. M.D. JOY LOURDES AUSTRIA DACUMOS MD. 


merme RT "mms Batangas cops admit 
they got wrong man 


5^ Placor 40" Placer 
Our Lady of Fatima University’s DR. MAKABAYAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM offers you the chance to get your medical degree BATANGAS CITY—MILITANT OR- person last Thursday morning, 
Our Lady of Na ne serve your country. alt you need to do is commit to stay in the Philippines for one Year after Your ganizations in Batangas yesterday He was a brother (of our target), 
ang at ata Internship and you can enjoy a medical scholarship ali throughout your medical course, Eatuorom hik felled accusations that the man po- Montenegro sald in a text mes- 
postgraduate internship and You can enjoy a ns e DR MAKABAYAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM today, only 50 scholarship | ice amemed on Thursday was а sage 1o e moia 
Sm, high-ranking official oftheCommu- "Тһе Philippine Air Force (based 
MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF EXPERTISE . AE о, nist Party oÍ the Philippines in the in Fernando Air Base in Lipa City) 
CONSISTENT ER OF TOPNOTCHERS AND EXCELLENT , CLERKSHIP PROG! PENINSULA Southern Tagalog region. could havereleased him by now. We 
Sa DI UTES UE a кол 
: Batangas police admitted that they tactical interrogation," 
ТОПУ RECOGNIZED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF PHILIPPINE iii ae воне wrong person, saying the one Police earlier claimed that the 
DEREGULATED STATUS BY CHED + RECOGNI they arrested was actualy a brother one they arrested was Dionisio, 
ESTED IN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION GENEVA OF HEALTH ASSURANCE Of Ке supposed leader of the New purportedly a team leader of the 
CERES NULL SCHOLARSHIP ORANTS AVAILABLE INCLUDING FREE BOARD AND LODGING, BOOKS AND MONTHLY STIPEND Peoples Army (NPA) in Batangas... Rehiyong Yunit Gerilya and an- 
INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL CLERKSHIP PROGRAMS IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO WITH FREE AIRFARE, BOARD AND Senior Supt. Francisco Don other guerrilla unit of the Eduar- 
LODGING ABROAD AND ALL FEES INCLUDING VISA PROCESSING. Montenegro, Batangas police di- do Dagli Command, the NPA unit 
rector, said members ofthe Intel operating in Batangas. 
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‘High Places’ 


in Antipolo City attract 
Holy Week crowd 


Hill retreat houses offer spiritual break for world-wearysouls— "m 
by ray Mente € 


MANY LOOK FORWARD TO THE HOLY WEEK 
as ап opportune time to put a brake on high- 
Speed living and temporarily escape from a Naka 
stressful workaday world. deas 

Ifthe streets of Metro Manila look deserted 
during this time, it is probably because a lot of 
world weary urbanites Ме off either to their 
favorite R&R (rest and recreation) venues, or 
toa different plane called the “high places. 

The biblical term "high places according 
to priests and Bible expositors, refers to an ac- 
tusi experience of weighing ones bearing 
through spiritual rebirth or renewal. This єх. 
perience helps believers gain a clearer and 
deeper understanding of many things that had 
been puzzling and mysterious to them before, 
and reinforce their connection with God along 
he way 

Many Holy Week observers search for these 
“high places by going on spiritual retreats 
Several religious sanctuaries and retreat sites 
are located in hilly Antipolo City a few kilome- 
ters east of Metro Man 

“Traditionally оп Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday, penitent pilgrims and devotees walk all 
the way from Ortigas Avenue in Pasig City to 
the 400yearold Antipolo Cathedral where 
the much revered brown icon of Our Lady of 
Peace and Good Voyage is enshrined. 


f 


Prayer, recollection facility 

Not far from the cathedral, on Siete Media 
Street at San Jose Extension, is St. Michael's 
Retreat House, the oldest Catholic prayer and 
recollection facility in Antipolo. Built in 1968 
originally as a cursillo house, it was renovated 
and transformed into а retreat center in 1985 
to addres the growing need among Catholics 
for spiritual activities. 

"The 2.5-hectare compound is an enclave 
shielded from the summer heat by towering 
mahogany, rubber, bamboo, palm and mango 
trees embraced by vines and surrounded by 
lush foliage 

Holy Week programs usually include family 
retreats, group and individual prayer sessions 
and recollections, Singles for Christ fellow- 
Ships, and the socalled spiritual discovery 
programs such as marriage encounters and 
youth encounter 

"The rates for participants are “socialized,” 
according to Veron Pineda, retreat house ad- 
ministrator. Donations from generous guests 
are used to cover or subsidize the rates of ac- 
commodarions for the poor 

"The whole facility can house 300 persons. 
Retreat participants Can request the services of 
priests for counseling, confession, guidance 
On Bible interactions, and other religious ac- 
tivities. “We also care for our guests physical 
nourishment by serving nutritious meals of 
fine dining quality,” Pineda added. 


Retreat center 

Located in an adjacent property is the Our 
Lady of Antipolo Retreat House, a smaller fa- 
city that was once a seminary. 

‘The two dormitory buildings can hold 180 
persons, А resident priest, Father Nante To- 
lentino, serves as spiritual adviser to retreat 
participants. 

“Since the rooms have no air-conditioning, 
our guests learn to appreciate the beauty of 
natural ventilation and the joys of a contem- 

HIGH PLACESYAI 


More than cool. More than clean. Panasonic Air Conditioners. No more 
troublesome filter cleaning with the Panasonic Split type XC Series’ Auto Clean Robot! 

It automatically cleans the filter so it keeps functioning like it's new and mantains the unit's energy: 
saving performance. You get nothing but cool, clean, healthy air for your family 


The pad on the nozzle rubs —  Self-cieaning function mantains its original 
the dust from the filter mesh, airflow volume as when it was brand now. 


Tho trappod dust is then = Же € 
vacuumed and exhausted ana cp ian pay Bari 
racuum duct. ا‎ 
Supra Aa low DD 
+ year Warranty on Conprenor 


H Avail of our FREE INSTALLATION PACKAGE? for every purchase of Split Type Air Conditioner 


\ До Feet Copper.Tube and Insüration з Drain Hose i» kabhi Cost fof BacktorBgck Installations 
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ONE ofthe 43 prayer cells at The Touch of À Wayaqa шй даң тышл me a aui ng E P ig aako co 
Glory Prayer Mountain. оннан . y T "T QUAS ice 
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Somebody up there, $Š 
likes Don Michael 


Acelar de Leon 


With a ‘third man’ to guide 
him, this Makati high school 
stude has reaped honors 
both here and abroad 


DELEON: Wiser beyond his chronological age of 


By Tarra V. Quismundo was enough. I understood that student in Manor, Texas, in the al oratorical competitions. Last 
E thisismy family this lo whatGod United States, published his own year, he was named Makati Citys 
SÉ НЕ MAY HAVE GROWN UP WITH. gave me. It was not a hindrance book, won in several speech сот. Prinsipe ng Bigkasan and was 
ЖЕ cur а father but for I7yearold to be the best person that! could tests, and acted in stage pays. one of the 10 finalists in the 


E 


Í Don Michael Acelar de Leoma top Бег said De Leon who has won * onal Shakespeare Speech Com- 
jos for the The guy upstairs pendon ——— 
School, both here Despite his accom- Ñ 
and abroad. plishmentsDe Leon, CMMA finalist 
“Your fiends ho spent his grade De Leon's anthology of Fil- 
ve always told him that would ask you, Don, School days ander ipino poems, a school project ti- 
therewerethreeofusinthefam- where's your dad? the guidance of Sale. ed “Rawerdas: sang Fagkalabit 
Hy Him, me and God” said De Youre always with Sar press at the sa Musika ng Buhay; wasa final- 
Lyons mother Delia. You know, your mom. But this Don Bosco Technical istim the Best Literary Publica. 
аа always amazed me how he doesn't bother me. шше, was quick боп. High School Level in the 
War even proud to tel others The truth is 1 come to give back the hom 2004 Catholic Mass Media 
that was a single parent ashe from a single-parent creothethirdmanin Awards. He was also editor of 
was growing up,” she added. family. My mom and aiba whom he The Makati Science Vision, his 
ec Tare happy even #1 B endearingiy called schools official paper which 
Notjustfiling the gaps ^ do not have a fe E LIA paa? took home various awards în the 
Keeping faith in a powerful ther” said the cham- Tealized that National Secondary 
force by his side and his mother pion orator. whatever you. do, Press Conference in Ak- 
тола ш шр De Leon has “He grew up with no father- whatever talents you have, the lan last February: 
to back M ea and to the figure, Put that was not a hin- gifts that only you have and the Не brought his passion for 
Proven до Mai sd b there dance,” said Delia, who lives blessings you get everyday are writing to the US as an exchange 
Mond aaa е up pr gaps, with her son in a modest rented not there just because you are student of the American Field 
аер ire should be ing. house on JP Rizal in Makati Ciy, good. Theres always someone Exchange Pro- 
above what is missing just across City Hall: figner chats berterthanyouthat gram in Manor High School 
земаа mng elackofa Indeed De Leon has exceeded has given you what you know Texas, from August 2004 to July 
[эйе My meer being my his mothers expectations. He and wi 2005; 
É mom an qaq at basaan has spenta yea asan change De Lemn has excl inseve In Teras, De Leon anded the 
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EISE. evade them by using secondary 
3: roads. Jocelyn R. Uy 


= MerroBrers High places in Antipolo... === 


Makati City’s 
: antipollution drive Wicca a © 
: MAKATI суз ani paluan. The rates are affordable—P275 Š 
олсе apprehended 2.371 divers рег person for daytime retreats 
feramote oeenn rom dawayto PE pepon for car mira 
4 March and collected nearly peal pg сааи 
P500,000 in fines. Makati Pollution F pang E: 
тармак Nal three days and two nights costs 
ce chiet Regole Suarez 
fald most ofthe vehicle which F750 per person The fees already 
were stopped were pick-up and: cover meals and snacks. 
livery vans (983) owned by private ‘There are three other Catholic 
3 companies, followed by trucks s cmn 
E: (898) cars (192) passenger jeeps Су-е Assu 
22 (iri public buses (77) andtaxs House along Sumulong Highway 
= (06) the drivers ol e токе -~ Alberione Oasis of the Pious Disci- 
belching vehicles were either fined ples of Divine Master on Circum- 
РТ ПОО маз their frst offense, ferential Road, and Good Shep 
РР 000 for he second offense or Вета Retreat House on Emerald 
21000 for the third offense. Mean- Hills, also along Sumulong High 
‘wile, Suarez sald that he wil also way The Chancery of the Diocese а 
wie битга татна cand зах Те Сапеда the pardas APRAYER hatat the Touch of Glory Prayer Mountain... mumo 
Secondary rons stadt сее [шз rough. telephone. mo 
trating on major thoroughlares. This 6976708 — k: 
бо armpoluion enforces to © U ege uw d KAN Gam. 
go after smoke beichers wo try to — Prayer Mountain his by ng F е e 
De aha Guy buyer HL eom раа. ошу p jura aa 
of Glory Prayer Carmichael, a Christian mission.  TGPM has а chapel, separate 
N Mountain ( TGPM ) in Sitio ary in India and author of many dormitories for men and women, 
Taguig has new Calumpang, Barangay San Josein devotional classics: "God answers attic rooms, function halls, con- 
Antipolo City is the first prayer us in the deeps, never in the shal- ference rooms and a cafeteria. 
police chief mountain facility in the country. joys of our soul.” Visitors have to pre-register via 
TAGUIG City's new police chiet It was built in 1986 by the "Afer spending quiet moments cell phone no. 0917-8401288. lt 
Supt. Alfred Corpuz yesterday said Bread of Life Ministries for people inside a prayer cell, you can make welcomes all believers from di 
itt that he will first have to set his who seek, to use the words ina your way on a downhill slope and ferent churches and denomina- 
3! Dun house in order” before deal. TGPM brochure, “the secret place ые in one of the hurstolistento tions. 
ing with the city top problems of of the Most High, not that they the sounds of swaying folage and Jesus himself, the reason for 
drugs and the proliferation of legal might escape the world, but that pask in the bliss of bird watching. the Holy Week celebration, went 
dede Corus the formar hel they might learn to congue i off to the mountain to spend the 
ofthe Northern Police District Inte The unpretentious façade Breathtaking view Whole night in prayer to God 
ligence and Investigation Division, makes a first-time visitor wonder There are several trails through (Luke 6:12). 
папе тога aan н the hills inside the compound. Be. A spirirual retreat, according to 
злу шнда] hind the mision hose are fign a, is just an aid in findi 
of steps carved on an uphill оре c ~ i makes a 
leading to a small landscaped son better prepared t 
plateau designed for meditation. troubled world and through a life 
Ë offers a view of the nearby lived full of love, righteousness, 
‘mountains, which prompts 


‘where the mountain-high inspira- 
tion could come from. At first 
glance, there seems to be nothing 
extraordinary about the place, un- 
til you enter one of the 43 individ- 
ual prayer celi. 

Those who go on a retreat at 


1 volved in illegal activities. "We can't 

effectively rid the city of crimes if 
ng can't put order to our own back- 
jard," he sald. Corpuz added that 
ıe is studying the “pecularites” 
each barangay so that he can come 
up with tailor-made measures In 
enforcing peace and order in the 
city. “Each barangay has its own 
problems and concerns which 
Should be attended to separately," 
he sald, Corpuz assumed his new 
post last Monday. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Skyway closed 

THE ENTIRE stretch of the Skyway 
from Bicutan In Parañaque to 
Buendia In Makati wil be closed to 
tato from Ар! 13 and 14, from 
10 p.m. unit $ a.m. "Wa wil be 
closing the elevated skyway to 
dive way to the repair and mainte 
Tance of the damaged ramp and 
other maintenance activities of 
roadway and facis," РАСС Sky- 
way Carp. President and CEO Wil- 
Tredo P Gu sad. "Other 

ance work such as cleaning ofthe 
on/off ramps and preventive mal 
tenance of electrical fixture wil al- 
sobe done during this perio," ha 
ade. Traffic directional signs wlll 
be instaited at strategic areas to 
وھ ا وتر‎  ASPRAWLING garden with tall trees leads to the Our Lady of Antipolo Retreat House. 
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lead tole of Benedick in the ju- full scholarship at the Ateneo de 
Шо: eduction of Wiliam Mania Universiy, where he 
Shakespeare's “Much Ado About plans to take up a communica: 
Nothing” at Manor High For his on couse. 
Convineng portrayal during an 
DR competition tere, Good communicator 
Eas ducted ио ie Interna. — "Ist have not seen myself in 
tional Thespian Society anorga. my 20s bur know what! want 
ation supporting high school be 1 want to be a person who is 
theater worlwide very good at communicating, 
йош he only ranked 3m who ls very good at expressing 
among Makati Sciences 120 himself through ars, through 
Paeng students, De Leon music. But wherever the road 
Бок home de most number of may take me, PI just accept 16” 
special awards including Bestin e said. 
French, a subject only offered at Indeed, he has nothing to fear 
the school about the Мише because he 
would have always the “guy up- 
Contented "оор Юг. 
CI cannot say that high school “Whenever pray before 1 do 
was easy because putina loret something, 1 dont ask God for 
Wark ecdad merit a let. meto win that] answer all ques- 
My standing in class may not be tions in the quiz bee," said De 
ec Bisa, ul explored a lot of Leon. “What | do i I tell him 
TANONG ft brought good re. "Lord, lets do his, lets do his to- 
Dis Pa happy wita the Puts of gether Ies justrightto do it with 
Dy iabot” hE said. Ra Таш ask him to give me 
ре Leon added chat he was strength the courage only ask 
looking forward to a colorful cok: him to do it with me,” De Leon 
lege Ie, having been granted а said 


Police welcome to dig, 
says Pasig lot owner 


By Edson C. Tandoc jr. (between him and the illegal set- 
tiers)" Fortun added. 
SAYING HE HAS NOTHING TO Не said the illegal setters 
hide, the owner ofthe compound were already on the compound 
in Pasig City where the police had when Boratong bought it for P6 
dug up а swamp to look for the million in August 2005. Four 
remains of a suspected drug ped- members of the Santos family 
dier said he would allow further owned the lot from 1993 until 
digging in the area. the land title was transferred to 
“His only request is that the Boratong last year, according to 
police give him prior notice,” records from the City Registry of 
lawyer Raymond Fortun, coun- Deeds. 
sel for lot owner Amin i 
rating, told the Inquinen Lot bought cheap 
“The price was cheap because 
confident the police will nor find he will Rave to spend for the re- 
amy remains buried in the com- location of the illegal settlers,” 
pound. Fortun explained. 
ieee He said Boratong, who is into 
No buried bodies trading, was planning to put upa 
“Iris obvious that there агело 30-door apartment on the lor 
bodies buried in the place,” For. and was Just saving enough 
tun also said in an earlier inter- money to relocate the illegal set- 
view, referring to 2,000. m. Че. 
Sitio Mapayapa, where police — Philippine National Police An- 
discovered more than 40 tilllegal Drugs Special Opera- 
Shades serving a3 shabu restau- tions Task Force chief Director 
rants on Feb. 10. Marcelo Ele, meanwhile, vowed 
Police started digging up а to resume digging úp'the com: 
swamp inside the compound on pound, even if Billardo Torres 
Tuesday morning after a witness alias Bernardo had already sur- 
said a drug peddler was ordered faced, claiming he was the dead 
filled and buried in the com- drug peddler the polite were 
pound by his superiors in Осо. hoping to unearth. 
er 2008, They stopped after The female police witness had 
two days when they found noth. earlier identified Torres from a 
ing. Picture as the one who was killed 
Fortun said Boratong should not inside the compound. But after 
be linked to the operations of the seeing Torres on television, the 
Shabu restaurants, just because he witness later told AIDSOTF op- 
was the owner of the lot. eratives Torres was not the man. 
“This is for the police to prove, — "The witness possibly just got 
if hey can show lease contracts disoriented," Ele said. 


Lanot family slams probers 


By Dona Pazzibugan “Iris really very disgusting and 
disappointing to us that until 
AFEW DAYS BEFORETHE FIRST now, the authorities are facing 
‘anniversary of ex-Pasig City con- difficulties for the early resolu- 
gressman Henry Lanor's death, tion of the case," the statement, 
fis family assailed authorities for which was signed by Lanots son, 
the slow pace of the investigation Henry Jl, said. 
into his killing. The family urged President 
‘Lanot was shot dead while he Macapagal-Arroyo to order the 
was having lunch with former Philippine National Police and 
Caloocan City. congressman the National Bureau of Investiga- 
Romeo Santos at the Jade Palace tion to give priority to the probe 
Restaurant in Pasig City on April into his killing. 
13 last year. Lanot’s family had earlier 
According to witnesses, the claimed that politics was the mo- 
lone gunman approached Lanot’s tive behind his killing. The for 
table and shot him in the head, mer congressman's supporters 
The suspect then casually walked had even pointed to Lanot's polit- 
ош of the restaurant. ical opponent, Pasig City Mayor 
"It is exactly one year already Vicente Eusebio, as the master- 
and yet no progress in the investi- mind. 
gation has been made,” Lanors Eusebio, who was out of the 
family said in a statement issued country when Lanot was killed, 
yesterday, had denied the accusation. 
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Tis secon is dedicated a Filipinos overseas ling on land and al sea, n acres, совал tes and in NG ‘homes olihe world, and wherever work can be contracted lo secare a beter ile for thelr families. These are their stories. 


¿Grying an ocean when homesickness hits 


E 


By Roy V. Señeres Fortunate OFWs. My frend, columnist Ra. overseeing the welfare of 120,000 where Filipinas worked as housemaids 
Contributor mon Tulfo, witnessed this endless seam OFWs, made me one. to guard them day and night чое passage in the Bible is: “Whatever it 
mom Tul, wines! иңе Шош house ° [was alone. There wereno officers of Опе day 1 composed a "Labor А sthatyoudo t the est of yous ERR 
‘THE WORST ENEMY OF AN OVERSEAS FIL- when he visited Abu Dhabi in 1987 d eases Workers Welfare Adminis- tachés Prayer” that I sent to my fellow you do it unto God.” And the entire fami- 
ТЕ Mone (OPW) ie nota cruel employer, -Senare President, Franklin, Drilon, taion (Quem) nor asia ist of attachés in various parts of the world. 
ipino Worker (OPM er of not an OFW is who was secretary of labor at the time, taché to help me. The daly parade A 
treated well by his employer: whether or not also saw this when he and Pat 50. weeping PROD ‘was debili ; Runaway maids "When will the Filipino diaspora end? 
fete macho, he is often helpless when home- Tomas then his undersecretary, visited hE body bucthespiritas well. I thank my wife and children for help- It will end when that which drove them 
sickness attacks. the UAB in 1988. T fet helpless at times and 1 h ing me and understanding the kind ofjob away-.massive graft and corrup- 
“The pain of being separated from loved ones, ‘one to tum to but God. Several times Í that was doing. When my kids reached  tion—ill no longer stalk the OFWs 
and the constant fear that something bad may Prayerful ambassador knelt down in the privacy of my office to adolescence, saw their need for privacy, motherland. "When billions of pesos will 
ide rs ore ofthem Баа попи, анн, 1 was not a very prayerful person im pray for enh and for inveression but they readily accepted my explanation... no longer be pocketed by the crooks in 
E ey soul ofan OPW who often hasa two... my younger years. But my posting to -for my kababayan, that the runaway housemaids had no one our midst and will instead be spent in 
year employment contract to finish. ту YOUNES gem кы wihtedwe — I would ask the Lord Almighty to ebe to run to bat us, and moreover, said. activities that wil jumpstart she econo: 
T worked overseas for 15 years. I started in Mu eni send angels and saints to households “anyone of them could be the Virgin Mary my and create millions of jobs. 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE), as 
labor attaché from 1983 to 1990, then as- 
sumed the same post in Washington Р.С, 
‘United States until 1994. 
1 was fortunate that my family—Minnie, 
my wife; and children Tommy, Christian, Roy 
Jr, Hannah, Hazel, and Christopher--were 
with meall the ime. 
Tn late 1994, I was appointed by President Fi- 
del V Ramos as ambassador to the UAE where 1 
‘started my diplomatic carer as labor attaché 


in disguise” Now the entire family’s fa- 


{уз motto is: “The purpose of life is to em- 
pathize, sympathize, and to help." 


Lonely ambassador. 

Tr was while 1 was ambassador from 1994 to 
1998 tat my children began to leave one by one 
to pursue their college education in the Philip- 
pines. When the youngest, Christophe, left in 
1999 study in Manila, his doting mom lef t00, 
ling me by my lonesome in Abu Dhabi 

ut unlike an ОРИ, who is bound by a two- 
year employment contract, 1 could come 
home for "consultation" with the secretary of 
foreign affairs anytime. 1 had access to all 
Sons of activities to life my spirits. And 1 was 
usy as a bee, too, as Iwas up to my neck with 
ountless concerns regarding the 120,000- 
Strong Filipino community in the Emirates. 

But, in the evening, when Iwas alone in the 
house, tears would fall as T longed for my fam- 
ilyand home. 

How much lonelier isit fora young Filipino 
woman working as a domestic in the house of 
Complete strangers, whose culture, customs, 
food, and idiosyncrasies are totally different 
from hers? Domestic helpers comprise about 
half of the total population of eight million 
OFWs dispersed in various parts of the world 
“Dispersed asin diaspora. 


Like the Jews 
In the history of humankind, only the Jews 
suffered this kind of fate when they were dis- 
persed from Palestine in the Gth century B.C 
To say millions of OFWs cry a river every 
night would be an understatement. To be 
mote exact, they cry an ocean every night of 
thelr lives as OFWs. 
Coming in second as the ОРИ worst ene 
my are cel employers And they are legion. 
As labor attaché in Abu Dhabi, my family and 
T often provided shelter to runaway house 
maids ir our three bedroom apartment. 
‘At any given day, the number of runaway 
housemaid averaged 15. Some were able to 
etum to the Philippines or And another em. 
ployer But, as they left, the same number $ 
took their place k Miyerkules, ss ie ^ 
More often than not, my daughters Hannah PA 
and Hazel, minors atthe time, gave up their own 
Tom for the OFWs. Sometimes, when I had 
more refugees," some of them slept in the coni 
Tor receiving room, or under the dining table 


Sexual abuse 
` The hosemais complained of senal abuse 
Tale ‘or acts of lasciviousness; physical abuse $ a 
iby to cope ih te work non ament or "2 #' 
' Binderpayment of salar no res day, and other 2 Martes” # 
rs of maleeaument Almost everyone sul , ; 2 
fered from depression due to homesickness. = 
Ман of dose who сишрашей oF senal 
апд my wife not to tell anyone 
ош ie orden, They would ask met cute: 
ther unpaid salaries so ey could go hone 
Те mamded women did nor want their 
husbands to know of their traumatic experi 
enee eating ejection: The unmarried ones 
did not want their parents to know, fearing ir 
could hasten their parens joumey to the 
p 
Out smali aparament virtually became а re- 
cepa ctal te wos ihe pains, he pet 
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Overseas Filipino Workers by region 
(October 2003 & 2004, in thousands) 


Region тз 
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Getting donors 
from abroad like 
a walk in the par 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


OZORRUBIO, PANGASINAN--SOMEWHERE IN THIS 


"Рет 
wide waterfall as its focal point. 


The waterfall of the Friendship Park 
isa testament to the close relationship 
between the Pozorrubio residents here 
and abroad who never fail to give 
something back to their land of birth. 

‘Mayor Arterio Chan said Overseas 
Filipino Workers from this town spon- 
sor different projects and the waterfall 
was made through donations of па- 
tives of Pozorrubio now based in On- 
tario, Canada. 

“They wanted to construct waiting 
sheds,” Chan said, "but we already 
have plenty of waiting sheds. So I sug- 
gested that they put a waterfall in the 
park instead, and they agreed.” 

The Friendship Park was first estab- 
lished through the help of OFWs from 
Hong Kong. 


park with a manmade 20-foot 


“But it was not well-maintained 
anymore, so we told the Hong Kong 
OFWs that we will redesign it, and 
they did not oppose,” Chan said 

‘Thus what used to be a drab ws 
was transformed into a lively water 
surrounded by different kinds of 
plants. 

The proceeds from the 2004 and 
2005 fiesta souvenir programs went to 
the development of the 1,000 sq.m. 
Friendship Park. 

‘The Pozorrubio Cultural Associa- 
tion of Ontario, Canada, headed by 
Eloisa Reyes, donated the waterfall 
and the local government aiso chipped 
in for additional expenses. 

This town regularly gets help from 
its almost 1,800 OFWs. 


GLOBALPinoy... 


THE PARK (top) was built by native sons and daughters who are making good in Car 


the waterfall enivens one drab wall of the 1000 sq 


Friendship Park. 
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Hong 
redesigned = 
park with а 
waterfall 
isnowa 
legacy of 
1,800 
workers 

for their 


hometown 


's main attraction, | 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


AN OLD HOUSE, NUMBER 250 SHIN- 
Yi Street in Taichung City, is a favorite 
destination of overseas Filipino work- 
ersin Taiwan. 

"When the Inquirer visited in 2003, 
all five floors of the house were filled 
Í with people. 

‘With people talking in Ilocano, Ka- 
pampangan, Ilonggo, Tagalog and oth- 
er languages, a visitor remarked, 
“Parang nandito na ang buong Pilipinas 
Ces like the whole Philippines is 
here)!" j 

Downstairs, a postersize signage 
above the steel door announced this 
was the Pastoral Center for Filipino Mi- 
grant Workers 

“The same old house... still serves as 
the center and is fondly called “Pinoy 
Big Brother House’ by OFWs [who 
have just arrived here],” the “Big 
Brother” in the house, Fr. Antonio Sal- 
venia, said in an e-mail to the INQUIRER 
Tuesday. 

Salvania doesn't mind the centers 
latest moniker, borrowed from ABS- 
CBN reality television show. 

The Catholic Church opened the 
place in 1995 precisely to give OFWs а 
place that would feel a little like home. 

“Filipinos still come here to spend 
weekends or days-off, meet their coun- 
trymen, share stories, enjoy one anoth- 
er's company, cook and eat Filipino 
dishes, and experience a real home 
away from hame,” said Salvania, 57, 
the centers chaplain. 

The center is many things to work- 

Tt is a refuge for runaways or those 
who escape from their employers for 
reasons like non-payment of wages 


oy Big Br 


otber's House’ in Taiwan 


He came face to face with the issue in. 
1995 when then Lucena City Bishop 


Ruben 
Taiwan. 

That year Bishop Joseph Wang of 
Taichung asked Profugo for a Filipino 
priest to replace the deacon attending to 
the spiritual needs of the growing OFW 
population in the central Taiwan city. 

Theciys Filipino workers that year was 
estimated at between 7,000 and 12,000. 
When Salvania arrived, the OFWs began 
hearing Mass in Filipino. (Taichung has 
four or five Catholic churches but Masses 
are celebrated in Chinese.) 


тобро asked him to serve in 


: Protection 


OFW SHEPHERD. Fr. Antonio Salvania (left) provides 
spiritual guidance and refuge to ай Filipino workers in 


Taiwan. 
and non-stop work. 


Spiritual counseling 

Rather than stay in jail for weeks, un- 
documented workers seek shelter in the 
center after reporting to the foreign af- 
fairs police. 

urrenderees,” as they are called, 
process their documents for their return. 
fo the Philippines in the shelter of the 
house. 

‘Victims of sexual, physical and other 
forms of abuses also seek refuge at the 
center while they pursue their cases in 
court 

At any time of day 
gives spiritual counseling to Filipinos by 
phone or in person. 

Everyday he helps in at least six la- 
borrelated cases, He also answers in- 
quiriesabou labor policies. 


T between, he visits some Filipinos 
jailed for various offenses. 

Sundays are reserved for celebrating 
Mass or performing the other sacra- 
ments at the Catholic Church on Kush- 
ing Road. 

Salvania wouldn't describe his wor 
tiring. “Hectic,” he said, was a better 


x prepared for this work,” he 


Salvania thought that priesthood (he 
completed high school in a seminary in 
his native Quezon) meant the work his 
uncle and a cousin, both priests, did in 
mities they were assigned. 

He did not expect getting a new min- 
istry though he was familiar with the 
phenomenon of labor migration, which 
he said was “one of the unwanted re- 


Not long after, Salvania realized the 
need to put up a center for OFWs. 

"There were many Filipinos who hung 
around after Mass. They had nowhere or 
didn't know where to go. But because 1 live 
inthe rectory in a Chinese community and 
because was not the parish priest, 1 asked 
the bishop to allow me to establish a center 
where Filipinos... could go for their spiritu- 
al needs; Sabvania said. 

“The one-room fat, which was all that 
we could afford [to rent] then, proved to 
be very small... We moved to a three-story 
apartment [afier two years] but it was sill 
small because we accommodated many 

roblematic OFWs,” he said. 

The first years were more difficult. 
‘The center catered to many workers but 
only had one staff member, Salvania. 
Also, the Manila Economic and Cultural 
Office (Meco) had not yet set up its 
Taichung office. 


Hope for workers 

Salvania relied on divine help for the 
OFWs protection, as he dealt with nu- 
merous cases of work-related injuries, 
even death, among OFWs. 


He composed the “Prayer of OFWs": 

Oh my God, protec me from gl dang 
gers while I do the work you have giver: 
mein this foreign land. Let your Hy ans 3 
gels guard me, shelter me in your Sony? 
Sacred Heart and bring me home safe 4 
and sound to my family as 1 finish ey. 
contract through Christ our Lord, Ame”, 

Salvania, initially overwhelmed: by 
the challenges, coped by asking* for 
God's intervention in everything he did {z4 
forhis kababayan. % ti 

"Things have eased up in recent years ^i 
ashe noted workers were getting more 
support. 

Additional priests were assigned in 
key cities of Taiwan and Meco opened 
an extension office in Taichung. 

This move, according to Assistant 
Labor Attache Мае Josol prevented il- 
legal recruitment and unfair employ- 
ment practices. 

-osol said Filipino workers in Taiwan 
totaled 69,426 in 2002 representing the 
third biggest group of foreign workers in 
the county, after Thais and Indonesians. 

Salvania зай Indonesians, Sri 
Lankans and even Americans had 
asked the center for help. 

He stressed the need to “give 
(OFWs) hope”, but said they were 
“wiling victims” 

“They thought that Taiwan is the an- 
wer to their dreams, a greener pasture. 
Kang ako ang tatanungin, 1 would not ad: 
vise them to come here he sad. 

He cited exorbitant placement fees 
from brokers or recruiters, | 

It was also tough being in a setting | 
where cultural values and language 
were very different. 

“They (OFWs) need the Church. 
‘They need help, They need a place 
while theyre away working for their 
families, Its lonely out here,” he said. 
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Bush opposed to citizenship for‏ 


WASHINGTON--US PRESIDENT 
George W Bush on Saturday sig- 
naled his, opposition to granting 
American citizenship to those a background check and an 
who had crossed the US border il- English language test 
legally after a Republican-spon- "When it became apparent that 
sored immigration reform plan lion ilegal immigrants currently this proposal woul 
collapsed in the US Senate. living in the United States. ugh votes, Republi 

“We must ensure that those who — Under a measure introduced by Chuck Hagel and M 
break our laws are not granted an Democrat Edward Kennedy and 
automatic path to citizenship,” Republican John McCain, the un- 
Bush said in his weekly radio ad- documented workers already in 
dress the country would have been be al- 


SUNDAY, APRIL9, 2006 


illegal aliens 
endorsed either of the bills. 
border illegally have broken the 


that he believes chat people who 
have gone into the country legally 


The comment places Bush at 
odds with two key proposals con- 
sidered by the Senate over the past 


lowed to apply for temporary legal 
a $2,000- 


° and apply for citizenship fol- 


have been in the United States for 

five ar more years would qualify 
for a work visa and an opportur 
ip. Those wi 

n two years of residency 


should not have an automatic path 
to citizenship,” Perino told AFF 

She said the president believed 
that the estimated 11 million ile 
l aliens curently in the county „у 
would need to get in line behind 2225 
people” waiting to senle in the 
United States lawfully. 

But Perino stopped short of say- 


ıa future guest wor 
The HagelMarinez compro- 
mise collapsed amid bitter recimi- 
Friday after Democratic 
Minority Leader Harry Reid moved 
to drastically limit the number al- 


US considers use of nukes against Iran, says report 


WASHINGTON—THE ADMINIS. 
tration of President George W. 
Bush is planning a massive bomb- 
ing campaign against Iran, in- 
cluding use of bunker-buster nu- 
clear bombs to destroy a key Ira- 
nian suspected nuclear weapons 
facility, The New Yorker maga- 
zine reported in its April 17 issue. 

The aricle by investigative jour- 
nalist Seymour Hersh said that 
Bush and others in the White House 
have come to view Iranian Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad as а 
potential Adolf Hitler. 

"Thats the name theyre using,” 


Study shows 
no diet soda 
link to cancer 


home countries, saying 
tails are being worked out. 


WORLDBRIEFS ` 


Stili in ruins 6 months after quake 
KALAS CHUNGRY, Pakistan —Six months aferan 

earthquake kiled more tran 80,000 people In Pak- 

istan. ICs опу gonen tougher Despie a massive in- 

temational relief effort, aid workers are still struggling | 

to reach isolated communis beneath these sow- 

capped peaks, where thousands of crudely ult 
stone houses were fattened by the 7 -magnitude 
dae on Oc 8, 2008. Reconstruction of 60,000 
permanent homes across the quake zone has scarce 
}у begun, and many are desperate. mired deeper in 
poverty than ever before. A frs to d 

‘iced emergeny ell prevented disease from йы 
Spreading and kept people alive through the biter QUAKE survivor 
winter months---allaying fears that frigid tempere pem 

tures could lead to a "second wave” cl deaths. The temblor eft 35 millon peo- 
e homeless Some 200,000 went into camps— most of which na govern 
ment says wil be shut by Monday vile he rest sheltered in tents or fn- 
footed sacs. 


Israel strike kills 6 Palestinians 
JERUSALEM Six Palestinians were kiled Friday night in an Israeli alr 
Strike onthe Gaza Strip, as the Jewish state intensifed shelling around Gaza 
Cay in a big to halt Palestinian rocket fre. An Israeli aircraft fired th 

siles ata training base of the mittant Popular Resistance Commi 
Group in the town of Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip, Palestinian security 
and medical sources said. One missile targeted a vehicle and the other two 


the report quoted a former senior 
intelligence official as saying. 

A senior unnamed Pentagon ad- 
viser is quoted in the article as say 
ing that “this White House believes 
that the only way to solve the prob- 
lem is to change the power suc- 
ture in Iran, and that means wa 

The former intelligence officials 
depicts planning as “enormous,” 
hectic" and “operational,” Hersh 
writes. 

One former defense official said 
the military planning was premised 
ona belief that “a sustained bomb- 
ing campaign in Iran will humiliate 


the religious leadership and lead writes. 

the public to rise up and overthrow But the former senior intelli- 
the goverment,” The New Yorker gence official said the attention giv- 
pointed out. ento the nuclear option has created 

їп recent weeks, ious misgivings inside the mili- 
has quietly initiated а tary, and some officers have talked 
оп plans for Tran wit about resigning after an attempt to 
senators and members ofthe House remove the nuclear option from the 
of Representatives, including at evolving war plans in Iran failed, 
east one Democrat, the report said. according to the report. 

One ofthe options under consid. “There are very strong senti- 
eration involves the possible use of - ments within the military against 
a bunker-busier tactical mudear brandishing  mudear weapons 
weapon, such as the B61-11, toin- against other countries,” the maga- 
sure the destruction uotes the Pentagon adviser as 
centrifuge plant at Natanz, Hersh saying. АЕР 


Episcopalians told to be cautious 
in elevating homosexual bishops 


NEW YORK—AN EPISCOPAL CHURCH PANEL can revise or reject the proposals. The outcome of 
studying the furor over the denominati il be critical, shaping not only the. 


the presi 


Ар 


ANEW STUDY ON THE ARTIFICIAL SWEET- 
ener aspartame may make diet soda lovers 
breathe a litle easi 

A large federally funded study done by gov- 
ernment researchers at the National Cancer 
Institute found no link between the consump- 
tion of aspartame and elevated risks of brain 
cancer and blood-related cancers like 
leukemia 

Aspartame is sold under the brand names 
Nutra-Sweer and Equal and is found in drinks 
like Diet Coke, Diet Pepsi, Diet Snapple and 
Sugar Free Kool-Aid, мт 


openly gay bishop proposed Friday that 

“very considerable caution” from now 
оп in electing bishops with same-sex partner 
but stopped short of the moratorium critics de 
manded. 

The commission also recommended 
“American church offer “apology and repentance” 
forthe turmoil its actions caused within the global 
Anglican Communion, and said dioceses should 
stop creating blessing ceremonies for same-gen- 
der couples, at least temporarily 

The suggestions are among several that will go 
before a June meeting ofthe top Episcopal legisla- 
tive body called the General Convention, whi 


merican church, but also its ole as 


The communion has been in disarray since 
л delegates to the las General Conven- 

tion approved the lection of V Gene Robinson as 
mpshire bishop. Robinson lives with his 

aje partner, and his consecration was 

my Episcopalians as a triumph for 


iy of overseas Anglican 
tives who believe the Bible 
hips. They are de- 


building with activi 
the raid, inciuding: 
Mouss 

the air strike, he said. 


Tornadoes kill 


inside it, tt 
local PRC leader, yad Abu al-Aynin, anda child, said Ali jz 
a doctor at the town's hospital. Fifteen others 


sources said. Six people were Killed in 


те also injured in 7^ 


Am 
11 in Tennessee 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee—A line of severe thunderstorms and tornade 


marched across the southern United States, peeling away roofs, 


ing cars and killing at east 


iturn 
11 people in Tennessee, officials said. It was the 


second wave of violent weather to hit the state in less than a week. Last 
weekend, thunderstorms and tornadoes killed 24 people in the western рап y 
of the state and destroyed more than 1,000 homes and bulidings. The. 


storms raked an area from 


moved to the northeast late Friday 


her Mississippi to northern Virginia as they 
‘developing from a low-pressure 


system in the central Plains. ap 


` Ngayong Semana Santa, 
mag-seafood na. 


Handog ng Nissin. 
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meWORLD — 
cette ue ec, Iraq braces for reprisals 


ByTom Raum More violence feared after 3 suicide bombers kill 79 


WASHINGTON—PRESIDEN 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ—SUICIDE BOMBERS, ONE 
dressed as a woman, blasted worshippers as they 
left a Shiite mosque after Friday prayers, killing at 

, least 79 people and wounding more than 160 in 
the deadliest attack in Iraq this year. 


he authorized a leak of clas 
sified material to unde 
rhe Iraq wi 
allegation in 
е credibility of a 
falling in the me, vi 2 igheer accused Sunni politi- 
it gives Democ š o clans and derics of - 
material to accuse him of 
has wide — Rescue 
material. mosque, ferrying b 
g in the le- walled compound 
7 papers filed by Special Coun- wooden pushearts and 
roli for quit e. We Patrick Fitzgerald to f 
an environment now 
mistake is a metaphor.” gal, orhad spec 
Critics were quick to portray to identify Plame. 


š "iba BG in. 
== AMAN walks through pool of blood in the Baratha mosque 
Federal grand jury thet a shameful اس‎ Baghdad, April 7. Thre suicide bombers kiled Friday at least 79 
authorized Bim to leak clas: э din > people and wounded 160 as worshippers left a popular Baghdad 
information on Iraq to re- opa i Shite mosque in the deadliest atack in Iraq this year, * 
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Phone Pals tame Bulls #322077 


as Cardona waxes hot | 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:10pm--St Lucia Rely vs Соса 
835 pm—San Miguel Boer vs Barangay Ginebra 


DUMAGUETE CITY—MAC CARDONA HAS 
the knack for making impossible shots look 
easy. 

The Tak N Te ed Red Bull with 
his acrobatic moves and carried the Phone Pals to 
299.93 win in the Gran Matador-PBA Philippine 
Cup atthe Lamberto Macias Sports Center here. 

The former UAAP MVP out of 
versity knocked in 12 of his 14 
otal quarter that included his ra 
shot to ignite а huge finishing ki 
Pals, 

Enrico Villanueva racked up 
points and Topex Robinson scored ona put 
Red Bull moved within 80-82 midway in the 
fourth before Cardona made his move. 

Asi Taulava also shared the limelight 
oa by banging in 23 points wile V Pablo and 


wg fom ong range, Rb 
БШ ale wih эмепи палоне 
шеш, Tne peed Red Bal playmaker scored 


Robinson finished with 18 points along wit 
added 14, seven of 


and fell into a tie with the Air21 Express at 3-5. 
twin three-pointers prevented the 
game wide open 
off the glass and 


Favis tries to lead his 
е Sta. Lucia 
a bid to nare an All-Star coach 

ing stint in Cagayan de Oro Cty on April 27-29. 
"A Coca-Cola victory will give the Tigers a 6-2 
е ahead of the Purefoods Giants 
ng Uichico al- 


Ti a ] 
shares top 


Games Today (Olvarer Sports Canter, Paratque) 
2 pn —Granny Goose vs Hart 
арт. Марта Ica Cream vs Hape P 


TOYOTA OTIS FOUND AN UNLIKELY 

Cabahug yesterday as the 

а come-from-behind 73- 

rer Montaña Pawnshop to join a 

tie for the lead in the 2006 

PBL Unity Cup at the Olivarez Sports 
nter in Parahaque. 

Cabahug, nephew of former PBA sar 

Elmer Cabahug, scored all his 10 points in 

g two 3-pointshots 

pleted an amazing come 
points down in the second 


gained a piece of the 
and the Jewels at 4-1 
Louie Alas also credited 
for their victory. 


the day as Jojo Tangkay produced an MVP 
formance to help the Бахо Paint 


way undi Cabahug finally caught 
like in the teams stunning loss to the 
gay dished out an 
d performance this time that in- 
dud jed a team high 17 points 


Fist Game 
nay 17, Reyes 12, beta 
ло Cabatu 9, Malabanan 7, Sia Mara, Oa 


Capus 8, Dun 6, Don 4, Esas 
ein, Sera 0. 
s 
Second Game 
“TOYOTA ONS 73—Aban 15, Cabahug 10, Овал, 
T ttn L Mon Butt puto он 


1 8, Bonus б, Rodi 6, C 
Bangsa 2, Epit 1, Guerrero 0, Abt 
mot. 

Quarters 625 2-4 
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A: anan 
Abundo says 
stakeholders 
must include 
other leagues 


TOR TISHA ABUNDO, PRESIDENT OF THE FED- 
eration of School Leagues and chairperson of the 
School Sports Commision of the Basketball Asso- 

+ ciation of the President (BAP), the four stakehokd- 
ers ofthe newly formed Pilipinas Basketball are 
1° not representative of loca basketball. 

š "The four--the Philippine Basketball Asso- 
ciation, the Philippine Basketball League, the 
University Athletic Association of the Philip- 
pines and the National Collegiate Athletics 
‘ssociation—form the backbone of Pilipinas 
Basketball, a new group established to take 
the place of the Philippine Olympic Commit- 
tee-expelled BAP 

‘But Abundo, who is also the current president 

_, ofthe National Capital Region Athletic Associa- 
tion (NCRAA), which counts 13 member- 
Schools, said it Ís preposterous for the four asso- 

; Gations to daim that they represent the basket- 
} ball community of he entire county: 

“How can they claim to represent the county 
when all of them are based in Metro Manila, and 
two of them, the PBA and the PBL, are profession- 
al leagues?" asked Abundo, a former Commission- 
‘erof the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC). 

(No less than the world basketball federa- 
tion (Fiba) had declared the four as major 
stakeholders in the sport under the Memoran- 
dum of Agreement forged between the POC 
and the Fiba last year. The fifth and only other 
stakeholder mentioned is the ВАР —Ed) 

“Abundo said that aside from the NCRAA, her 
federation also includes as affiliates the College 
Universities Sports Associaton (CUSA), National 
Athletic Association of Schools and Universities As 
sociation (NAASCU), the State, Colleges and Uni- 
versities Athletic Association (SCUAA), the Philip- 
pine Schools and Universities Athletic Association 
(PSCUAA), the Universities and Colleges Athletic 
Association (UCAA), and several other student 
leagues in the country’ three major lands. 

“The SCUAA alone boasts of more than 200 
member schools from all over the country not to 
mention the various athletic leagues from Davao, 

_ Bicol, Holo, Cebu and Bacolod, among others 
1 that are also member affliate of her federation. 

"We have the quantity and the quality to prove 

È that we have the majority. We also have to open 

Š ош eyes to the fact that many of our players and 


шл 
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MEDAL 
STANDINGS 
bad Santos 
Binondo 
Paco 
Pandacan 
Dapitan 
Sta Cruz 


JOSHUA Sacro, third from top, of UST wins the gold in 100m- 


THE MEETING WITH TOP 
‘world basketball. federation 
(Fiba) officials early this week 
in South Korea was not the pri- 
ority of the Philippine Olympic. 
Committee. 

The five-man delegation 
headed by POC president Jose 
"Peping" Cojuangco flew to 
Seoul primarily to attend the 

general assembly meeting 
of the Association of National 
Olympic Committee (Anoc) 
where the Philippines is one of 
203 member countries 


Olympic Commitee executive 
council was also held, providing 
Cojuangco, POC frs vice president 
Monico Puentevella, secretary gen- 
‘eral Steve Hontiveros and legal 
counsel Ding Tanjuatco a chance of 
getting a rare audience with ЮС 
president Jacques Rogge. 
Because everybody was 
around, we thought it was an op- 
portunity for us to also meet the Fi- 
ba leadership.” said Cojuangco yes- 
terday as he denied a report (notin 
the quse) that the word cage 
‘body had rejected the constitution 
and by-laws of Pilipinas Basketball, 


it 
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Abad Santos grabs 
MYG overall lead 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


ABAD SANTOS FOUND A GOLD MINE IN 
track and field with 11 victories mainly 
through its bets from Barrio Obrero and 
M. Hizon Elementary School and moved 
in front on the penultimate day of the. 
Sth Manila Youth Games yesterday at 
the Rizal Memorial Track Stadium. 

Barrio Obrero youngsters accounted for 
eight golds while M. Hizon contributed three 
то give Abad Santos a taste of the leadership 
with 43 gold medals on top of 41 silvers and 
29 bronzes. 

Binondo sid to second place with a 41-25- 
12 gold-siver-bronze count with Paco, Panda- 
сап and Dapitan, whose lofty places in бе 
standings were the handiwork of their swim- 
sets, kept third, fourth and fih, respectively: 
Paco had а 33-24-30 medal production, Pan- 
dacan 31-28-24 and Dapitan 31-2523 with 
the overall championship sillupin theair asfi- 
nals in taekwondo and athletics have yet to be 
finished. 

Delivering the goods for Barrio Obrero were 
Mark Guerrero in the boys 7-9 years 25 meter 
walk, Rosanna Mariano in the gir 79 25: 
dash, Joshua Santos inthe boys 7.9 25m dash, 
Chery Canlas in the giris 13-15 75-m dash, 
Kenneth Terrado in the boys 10-12 50m dash, 
Dianrie Valles in the iris 13-15 75m dash and 
the gine’ 1315 4x50m relay and gil’ 79 
4X50m relay 

“The M. Hizon winners were Marisol Ragasa 
in the giri? 16-20 century dash, Mary Grace 
Peraka in the giris 16-20 100m hurdles and its 
boys 7.9 4X100 relay team. 

‘Smokey Mountain A grabbed the gold 
medal in elementary baseball, while Villegas 


oman daimed the high school crown at the Rizal 


POC meeting with 


ballpark. 

‘Over at Harrison Plaza, EG. Calderon added 
two more golds for Abad Santos through chess 
players Aimee Dumagpi in the giris 17-under 
and Feet Met Bazar in he bys 10- 

Also bagging chess golds were Junail Mang: 
col of District 5 in boys 12-under Lei Agatha 
Romero of Diliman Prep in the giris 12-unde 
Alvin Gerard Blanco of Jose Abad Santos Hi 
inthe boys’ 15-under Given Grace Mateo of Ka. 
Maynila 1 inthe iris 15-under and John Mau- 
же delos Samos of Adamson in the by 17- 

In volleyball at San Andres Gym, Ka Mayni- 
Ja 4 captured the gii? 17-under crown, while 
St. Joseph School took the boys ttle. Ka 
Maynila 3 ruled the boys 15-under category, 
Ka Maynila 6 the giis 1S-under, Dr. Albert 
gil? I2under and Sta. Ana Elementary 
School boy? 12-under 

P Gomez Elementary School in Sta. Cruz 
amassed four golds in table tennis competi- 
tions at RMSC through Jaezl May Ingeniero 
(gil singes 10-under), Serahlyn Joel Bravo 
(giis singles 15-under), France Geronimo 
(оу: 10-under) and Donna Mae Carugas and 
Jaezl Ingeniero (mixed doubles 15-under) 

Tomas Eamshaw accounted for three 
tablenet golds through Jasper Kelly Morelos in 
the boys singes 12-under Lyr Leyva and Don- 
ma Marie Gamila in the giis 12-under doubles 
and Marjay Balonton and Marlon Rayray in 
the boys 12-under doubles. 

University of Santo Tomas also comered 
three golds in table tennis as Erwin Magalona 
won in the boys’ 15-under singles, John Mark 
Parola and Magalona in the boy? 15-under 
dobles and Parola and Ma. Kariza Ylagan in 
the 15-under mixed doubles. 


Fiba not a priority—Peping 


which POCis endorsing as replace- 
‘ment for the expelled Basketball 
Association ofthe Philippines. 
“No outright decision was ex- 
What we wanted was for 
ba to tel us what to do to basten 
Se liking of our suspension,” 
added Cojuangco of the Tuesday 
‘meeting with Fa secgen Patrick 
Baumann, who later conferred 
‘with six representatives fom the 
fourmajorsakaholders 
Borislav Surkovk, the man 
Baumann succeeded as Fiba sec- 
gen, was in the meeting with Co- 
Jango. With Bauman when he 


Ausra 


tion and by- 


met the representatives of the four 
stakeholders headed by PBA com- 
missioner Noli Eala was incoming 
Ева president Bob Eplinson of 


Bauman told the POC group 
that the quickest way to lifting 
the suspension is for BAP presi- 
dent Joey Lina to sign, as the 
fifth stakeholder, the constitu- 
ws of the new 
cage body crafted by the four 
other stakeholders. 
Baumann, in the second meet- 
ing, said another way is for the BAP 
to lose its authority and status to 


sene as governing body for the 
sport. He said Eala and Co. should 
“say the course” and be persistent 
in their drive to replace BAP as the 
new cage authority in the county, 
‘Cojuangco said Lina can save 
himself the trouble of even break- 
ing his knuddes knocking at the 
POC door so the BAP can be read- 
mitted. “1 urge him to be patriotic 
for once by signing (the constitu- 
бол and bylaws of Pilipinas Bas- 
кефа) said Cojuangco, adding 
that reinstatement is not mandato- 
y to the lifting of the Fiba suspen- 
sion anyway. Ernesto A. Gonzales 
7 


For once Joey, be a hero `` 


LET ME CLARIFY MATTERS AMID SOME 
daims the Philippine Olympic Committee (POC) 
end Eala & Company failed in their alleged bid to 
ask the World Basketball Federation (Fiba) to lft 
the suspension of Philippine basketball from the 
world Basketball body: 

You got it ай wrong, fellas. 1 should know. 1 
was there. 

"There was no failure to speak of in the fist 
place. Nether was there a rejection of he statur 
of Pilipinas Basketball, which was sent to Fba's 
headquarters in Geneva weeks before the April 4 
meeting in Seoul between Fiba secretary general 
Parrck Baumann and the two Philippine panels 
chat met Baumann on two separate occasions. 

“The first group thet met Baumann, Fiba sec gen. 
emeritus Boris Stankovic and outgoing Fiba presi- 
dent Ре Сай Ching Men-ky was headed by POC 
president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco J: With Peping 
fh the noontime meeting were POC fist vice presi- 

P. dent Monico Puentevela,secemry general Steve 
Hontiveros and legal counsel Ding Tanjuatco. 

R should be worth noting here that Peping, be 
ing the incumbent POC president, was in Seoul 

[| rimariy for the Anoc (Assocation of National 
Olympic Committees) convention that drew 203 
Olympic committee presidents from 203 coun- 
туз. (See related story on this) 

Peping used the occasion to seek an audience 
with Baumann, who was himself tending anoh- 
conversion called the Intemational Spor Feder- 
ations (SF) summit at the Intercontinental Hotel. 
Fiba is an ISP member The Anoc convention was 
held at COEX Grand Hotel where Peping, Puen- 
tevela, Hontiveros and Tanjuateo were bileted. 

aside from the meeting with Baumann, 
Pepings POC delegation had also met with Dr. 
Jacques Rogge, the Belgian president of the In 
temational Olympic Committee. The historic en- 
counter with Dr. Rogge was arranged by Frank 
Elizalde, the IOC representative to the Philip- 
pines, It was in this meeting that Dr. Rogge as- 
шей Peping of his “alkout support” for the 
Philippine bid to lis its suspension from Fiba. 

In the meeting with Baumann, it was 
Puentevella who virtually pressed Baumann to 
“tellus what to do to lif the suspension." 

Baumann said: “The fastest way for you to 
achieve that is to make Mr. Joey Lina sign the. 
statutes (of Pilipinas Basketball)” 

"That was what happened, the whole truth 
and nothing but the ruth. 

Now as to the nighttime meeting between 
Baumann and Noli Eala & Co, the Fiba sec gen 
told Bala three times, ‘Stay the course.” 

“What Mr. Baumann meant, of course, was for 
usto continue with what we have started. hari, 
consolidare basketball forces in the country—as 
he gave us the impression we are on the right 
track in our mission to regain our active status at 
Fiba? said Eala. “We knew we would not immedi- 


SPECTATOR 


AlS. Mendoza 


ately get the nod of iba when we left Manila for 
‘Seoul. We went to Seoul to open doors, to finally 
establish formal links with Fiba through МЕ Bau- 
mann. We felt we have achieved that mission.” 

"To show his sincerity to Baumann, Eala in- 
vited the Fiba sec-gen to be the guest of honor 
when the next PBA season opens on Oct. 1. 
Baumann had acceded to it. 

"With Eala's group were his fellow basketball 
stakeholders Commissioner Chino Trinidad of 
PBL, Jun Jun Capistrano of UAAP and Paul Su. 
pan of NCAA, and PBA Chair Ely Capacio and 
Vice Chair Ricky Vargas. 

То recap, the twin meetings with Baumann 
produced two salient points, courtesy of Bau- 
mann himself: 

ist, Baumann said to Peping: “Have Mr Lina 
sign the starues of Pilipinas Basketball and its 
all over" Baumann cited the provision of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between Fiba 
and POG calling for ай five—PBA, PBL, UAAR 
NCAA and BAP—to sign the by-laws of а new 
basketball body. No Lina signature no Fiba OK. 

Second, Bauman sad to Eala: "Suy the couse” 
This isthe longer route o regain Fiba recognition and 
it may sideswipe our paricipation in the Asian 
Games in Doha, Qaras in December: 

In short, the Joey Lina signature is the 
shortcut to ending our basketball agony: 

Ts that too much to ask, too hard to do, 
Pareng Joey? For once, be a hero to your 
country. The situation calls for it 

Cimon, compadre, end our basketball suing 
now it wont take 10 seconds to sign your name. The 
Comelec wort even come in to ver your sigue. 

FASTEREAK. My condolences go to the loved 
ones of Gilbert Reyes, whose remains lie at Santu- 
айо de San Antonio in Forbes Park, Makati. An 
avid golfer and a consummate team player the de- 
eased is survived by his wife Evelyn, children Chor. 
(Che national basketball coach), Jun, Bily; Len, 
Mike and Gel. Masses at 8 pm. on April 10 and 6 
pam on April 11 bave been set... alo condole 
Brith my fellow sportswriter Jun “Lomi Lomibao, 
Whose father, Lorenzo Se, had passed away The 
body of Lomis fates who had also Jef behind wife. 
dors and children Rosalinda and Belinda, lies at 
the Mt. Sinai Funeral Homes on Arellano St, 
Dagupan Ciy. Intermentison April 11. 


Comments to тел}и@рїй сот. 
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JESUS PINEDA JR. AND ENZO 
Marinez combined for a no day 
aggregate of 165 points to capture 
the overall tide in the 10th edition of 
the Sta. Elena Cup, the member- 
guest tournament of the Sta. Elena. 
Golf Chub held recently in Cabuyao, 
Laguna. 

‘Bucking the lightning-fast greens, 
Pineda made 38 and 42 for two days 
while guest partner Martinez did 
even better with 42 and 43 as they 


«226. 


too 


Caddies’ 


‘wound up sixstrokes dear ofthe sec- 
ond best team in the full packed field 


Kevin Tayao and Raymond Sangil 


the bate for the low gross award of 
the toumey which had Omega, 
Mizuno, Roel Caribbean, The Gal 
Shop of Baron Travel, Sta. Elena 
Properties, Pepsi, Aviva and Imeli- 
cane es major sponsors, Hole one 
Sponsors were Toyota Motor Philip- 


pines Inc, Prestige Cars Pasong Th- 
mo, Mazda Greenhills, Kart Plaza 
‘Manufacturing and Club Car. 

yao submitted. 3637 while 
Sangi! scored 3794 for a 144 equiv- 
alent to even par in medal play 
which allowed them to succesfully 
defend their tile with pleniy to 
spare 

Bryan Cockrell and Augusto de 
Jesus topped Class A, Bobon Topacio 
and Bwin Gumila prevailed in Class 


solid a combination in 


champ leads 


By MusongR. Castillo 


Calatagan Open by 2 
F 


É 
JESSE Balasabas gives Rufino Bayron piggy-back 
J, Teater his NCO victory at Wack Wack. 


CALATAGAN, BATANGAS-—JESSIE BALASABAS SHOT A 2-UNDER- 
par 70 in ultra humid conditions yesterday for a two stroke lead 
After 18 holes of the third Calatagan Amateur Open presented by 
the Bank of Commerce here. 

The 23-year-old from Zam- 
boanga, the winner of the second 
National Caddies’ Open in Febru- 
ary, turned in a 36-34 card built 
around three of his five birdies 
coming home to pace fellow NCO 
program mainstay Rufino Bayron 
bytwo. 

Rufino signed for a 37-35 even. 
as Jonel Ababa and Philippine 
pool member Jay Bayron tied for 
third after submitting 73s, one 
ahead of defending champion 
Joseph Labajo and teener Paul 
Echavez. 

The 6,799-yard layout bedev- 
fled the small championship divi- 
sion field as pins were placed in 
tight spots and the winds swirled 
all day long. 

‘One of the biggest casualties 
was former RP amateur cham- 
pion and DHL Open winner Jun 
Bernis, who never got going, 
submitted а 78 and found him- 
self eight shots behind with 18 
holes left in one of the coun- 
trys toughest club champi- 
onships. 

Canlubang standout Abe Rosal 
tied for seventh spot with 16- 
year-old former Apo Golf caddy 
Zannie Boy Gialon after a 76, one 
better than three-time PAL Inter- 


lub individual senior champion 
‘Tommy Manotoc. 

Balasabas, who tied for 18th 
spot in the DHL Amateur Open 
at Canlubang two weeks ago, 
started hot, narrowly missing 
an eagle chip on the par-5 open- 
ing hole. He also birdied No. 3 
only to fall back to even par af- 
ter 11 holes. 

But he played his last seven 
holes at two-under thanks to 


that found the hole on the 17th. 

"The course played so tough 
today,” Balasabas told the Ingum- 
а in Filipino. “There were many 
holes where you can drop shots 
easily It was a matter of playing 
with caution.” 

Meanwhile, Domeng Molinar 
and Arnold Jumalon tied for the 
Class A lead after firing 62s. Bing 
Bunye was in solo second after an 
83 with Raul Jorge and Tibs 
Carandang sharing fourth with 
855 

Conrad Caubalejo took а 
three-stroke lead in Class B af- 
ter shooting an impressive 81. 
Henry Medina, Frank Juane 
and Las Piñas Vice Mayor Louie 
Bustamante had 84s for second 
place. 


Guy, Monsalves top jungolf 


winners at Camp John Hay 


ALLAN GUY TOPPED CLASS A 
‘unchallenged as blowout victo- 
ries marked the second leg of 
the Samsung Jungolf Tours 
summer circuit and the final 
eliminations stop of the DHI- 
WWW national age-group 
‘championships at the Camp 
John Hay course. 

Guy tallied rounds of 75, 79 
and 76 for a 230 aggregate that 
‘was 24 strokes better than Sel- 
муп Pobletes 254 in their divi- 
sion for 15-17 years ol. 

Stil, Pobiete joined Guy and 
the other top two finishers in the 
other divisions in advancing to 
the grand finals of the DHL. 
WWW national age-group 
staged by the Junior Golf Foun- 
dation ofthe Philippines in coor- 
dination with the National Golf 
Association of the Philippines on 
May 9-11 at Villamor. 


Class C, Gerard 


Class 


Michael Guy. 
Chun 


Aso dinding slots were 
James Chun, RG Medestomas, 
Мага Monsalve and Maureen 
Paredes in Class B, James Rico- 
hermoso, Gus Pacheco, Marvi 
Monsalve and Ann Sabater in 


Ludovice, Min Л Kim and Leon- 
де Tinio in Class D and Rupert 
Zaragosa and Ivan Monsalve in 
Class E and Ryan Monsalve in 


Samsung and Philippine Air. 
lines are the main sponsors of 
the Jungolf summer circuit held 
in coordination with the Federa- 
tion of Golf Clubs in the Philip- 
pines, The other sponsors are 
Callaway, Titleist, Mizuno, La 
Jolla, Taylor Made, Wilson, 
Ping, Auto Magic, Unilever, MC- 
CI Air Liquid, Ingumen Golf and 


206) 
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Medestomas (230) in the boys Е Е 
division while Mara Monsalve 
(285) won over Paredes (346) 
in the girls side while Ricoher 
moso (250) finished far ahead 
of Pachecho (283) and Marvi 
Monsalve (263) wound up 11 
strokes better than Sabater. 

Ir was Мааа! (312) who 
fashioned the closest win when 
he rallied from four shots down 
to beat Ludovice in Class D 
where Kim (288) easily won 
over Tinio (326). 

Zaragosa (211) went unchal- 
Jenged by Ivan Monsalve (246) 
‘while the youngest of the Mon- 
salve brood, Ryan (265), was 
the lone entry in his division. 

Focus shifts to the two-week. 
Callaway Junior World qualify- 
ing staring on April 18 at the 
Sherwood Hills Golf Club in 
“Trece Martires, Cavite. 


Macal, Marco 


beat 


CALATAGAN, BATANGAS— 
The long-term program of the Na- 
tional Caddies’ Open for ts second 
barch of beneficiaries officially 
stared with the help бот the 
Philippine Amusements and 
Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) and food 
and beverage giant San Miguel 


Corp. 

Led by second year champion. 
Jessie Balasabas, and second plac- 
er Mark Femando, the NCO pro- 
gram took a total of five new faces 
into is fold, all of whom will be 
trained not only in the spor butin 
personality development as well. 

“We are very grateful to our 
backers who believe that we can 
arrive at something with this pro- 
жат,” said NCO co-chair and 
‘sportsman Hermie Esguerra. 
“Their support is vital to the over- 
all success of this program.” 

The NCO program has started 
funding Balasabas, Femando and 


Bacolod. 


Foundation 
Manotoc. 


National Caddies’ Open 
long-term program starts 


Rufino Bayron while housing 
them here and training them un- 
der the watchful eyes of noted 
coach Jun Cedo. 

"Being able to produce a mem- 
ber of the Philippine team inthe fu- 
ture Б the organization's ume 
goal and Esguema believes that 
they are threading the right path. 

Last year, Mario Labajo, third 
placer to Jonel Ababa in the inau- 
Sura staging, went as far as he | jy 
Semifinals of the RP Amateur in 


Together with younger brother 
Joseph, Ababa, Femando and Bal- 
asabas, Mario helped Nike to a 
Sweep of the Fil-Am in Baguio last 
December before powering Сап. 
Juang to а similar double in the 
mens regular division. The pro- 
gram is being run by the Philip- 
pine Amateur Golf Development 


Anne’s 
Pride 
prevails 


ANNE'S PRIDE 
rode on two colle- 
giate league players 
to drub Team Atleta, 
95-63, and win Divi- 
sion G title of the 
Metro Basketball in- 
ter-commercial 

tournament recent- 
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HE SundayS PORTS 
Pineda-Martinez tandem captures Sta. 


B, Bobby Rosales and Roland Garcia 
triumphed in Class Cto complete the 
‘winners circle. 

"Though nobody went home with 
the BMW 3-Seris, a Toyota Camry, a 
Mazda 3 and a Yamaha golf cart that 
were staked as hole-in-one prizes, a 
number of participants won major 
raffle items like an Omega Constela- 
tion watches, an Alaskan cruise for 
two inclusive of airfare, golf equip- 
ment and the cash raffle worth 


d 
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500,0000 and P300,000, 


filled evening that capped 


awarded course. 


four days of competition atthe multi- 
‘Cockrell made up for a measly 29 


PONENS c 
Elena Cup 


1 in his first round with a 40 the next 
Part ofthe proceeds of the raffle al- 
so went to the Caddies Fund that will 
subsidize the medical and accident 
insurance of the dubs bag-toters. 
Club officals led by Edward Tiu 
dnd Rico Tantoco handed out the 
prizes to (his years winners ina fun- 


day that supported the 42-45 effort 
of De Jesus for a 156 total, beating 
the pair of Therese DabaouP Reyes 
byone. 

Topacio-Gumila ended up tied 
with Lucille Carlos and Farah Imperi- 
l at 156 but prevailed in the count 
back with more net birdies. Rosales 
and Garcia, which had the second 
best total of 159, beat Allen 
Macasaet and Alex Revilla by two. 


an exciting 


Storyland Junior Badminton 


Camp set April 


CHILDREN ENJOYING THEIR SUMMER VACA- 
tion will be given the chance to discover the sport 
of badminton in SM Storyiand's Junior Bad- 
minton Camp. 

"The SM Storyland Junior Badminton Camp is a 
two-phase event consisting of a dinic and compe- 
tions in various Storyland branches. 

‘Open to ай SM Storyland Clubbies from ages 5 
years old to 12, the dinies to be handled by top 
‘badminton coaches will be held on April 22-23 at 
SM Southmall and April 29-30 at SM Fairview, 

Selected graduates of the dinics wil then see 


birdies on 12 and 13 and a chip j 


ол Ware 
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22-23 at SM 


action in two separate weekend competitions, the 
first on May 6-7 at SM Southmall and the second 
at SM Fairview on May 13-14, 

Registration is under way at the SM Storyiand 
Club offices at SM Southmall and SM Fairview on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 

‘The SM Storyland Junior Badminton Camp is 
being held in partnership with uqun Bad- 
minton and sponsored by Kimoni and Gerdor 
“Taralex as the offical mat sponsor 

‘Trophies and los of exciting prizes are up for 
grabs. 
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TAKING THE PLUNGE 


Mama 


Inge Dekker of Netherlands dives during the women's 100m 
butterfly heats of the 8th FINA World Short Course Swimming 
Championships in Shanghai. Dekker finished second fastest. e 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MEXICO, PAMPANGA--KODO НІ. 
ramatsu of Japan led most of the 
way to bag his second straight tide 
in the 4th Asian Aquathlon Cham- 
pionship at The 
Lakeshore here in Mexico, Pam- 


panga. 

‘The 25-year-old Hiramatsu, who 
flew in from Tokyo a day before the 
competition, was hardy challenged, 
breasing the tape with time of 34 
minutes and 13 seconds atthe end of 
the 25K mmiK swim25K nm 
event. 

Kenta Ando made it a 1-2 finish 


— 


the third edition last year in Thai- 
land. "Hong Kong was very good in. 
swimming, but notin running" 

Hong Kong bes daimed the next 
two spots, with Samuel Leung Ching 
Yin ranking third in 35:09 followed 
by Chan Ye Ko Ricco in 35:20. 

Top Philippine be Aland 
Macasieb could only muster a sev- 
'nhplace finish, more than two 

гна 


N. Cotabato spoils Pangasinan's 


NBC tou 


URDANETA--NORTH COTABATO 
spoiled Pangasinan's home debut 
Friday night by thwarting the Hun- 
red Islands cagers, 85-82, in the 
2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC national 
basketball . championship at the 
‘Sports Center here. 

"With Edu Allado tightly guarded 
by the Pangasinenses, Rey Biñas 
stepped up to lead the Braves of 
Сок Manny Pifiol and Mayor Efren 
Piñol 

to their fourth win in six games. 


Earlier, 

Lawrence Cruz's Tigan 
crusaders completed a 
sweep of their northern 
swing by dealing NBC 
president Nathaniel 


With Hundred Islands 
GAMETODAY | seil ahead, 75-69, at the 
(EP Tinga буп, | 6:04 mark of the fourth 
Tapula) | quarter, Bias scored 
spm—gmaw | stright points and Jun 
ей | Tumayo шю in 
"mc Padilla's Spring adio back baskets to 
Cooking Oil-Parañaque push the Braves ahead, 
fts fist lossin three games, 7364, 79-75,time down 04:17 
Marion Kalaw led ай scorers with Тһе Braves were ahead 85-82 
16 points as the Firefly Lightings when Jovy Sese mised a side 
backed Crusaders raised their jumper with 43 ticks left. Elvis To- 


record to £1. 


Laylo stays clean, 
hurdles Milagrosa 


NATIONAL MASTER DARWIN 
Laylo beat fellow NM Alex Mila- 
grosa in 45 moves of a Center 
Counter Game to score his fourth 
straight win and grab the solo 
lead in the fourth round of the 
2006 National Chess Champi- 
onship Finals Saturday at the 
Market Place Shopping Mall in 
Mandaluyong City. 

laylo, a former stand-out of 
‘San Sebastian College, remained 
the onlu unbeaten player in the 
tournament serving as qualifier 
for the Philippine team to the 
Chess Olympiad set in Turin, 
Italy next month. 

Fide Master Oliver Dimakiling, 
on the other hand, stopped the 
winning ways of "giant killer” Al- 
lan Macala after 34 moves of a 
London System Opening. 

With the win, Dimakiling who 
hails from Davao City, improved 
to 3.5 points in the company of 
IM Barlo Nadera, FM Wesley So, 
NM John Paul Gomez, NM Nouri 
Hamed, NM Roderick Nava, Rus- 


Local play 


tom Tolentino, Ali Branzuela, and 
Ruzzel Lagman. 

NM Hamed, the tormentor of 
GM Buenaventura “Bong” Villa- 
mayor in the third round, halved 
the point with IM Nadera in 40 
moves of Queens Pawn Game. 

Branzuela and Lagman, two un- 
rated player beat veteran Olympians 
NM Emmanuel Senador (56 En- 
gish) and IM Peronio Roca (51 
Slav), respectively 

Other matches saw, two-time 
RP junior champion Gomez nip 
Paragames fourgold winner 
Henry Lopez in 51 moves of an- 
other English Duel and Nava and 
Tolentino split the point. 

Inthe distaff side, five-time na- 
tional women's champion WIM 
Cristine Rose Mariano beat WNM 
Loreshyl Cuizon in 33 moves of 
Reti Opening to share the lead 
with WNM Shercila Cua, WNM 
Catherine Perena and Chardine 
Cheradee Camacho. They have 
3.5 points apiece. ММ Marlon 
Bernardino 


er deals 


Paragua lone loss 


BAGUIO... MY-FOR, gig 


mer Unveniy of | aa 
Baguio top player Dani- 

lo De Luna псі the 

опу los of Grandmas- P} | 
ter Mark Paragua ina si- i > 
mukaneous exhibiton f j: 

at the Baguio Сошшу e "Mii 
Chub late Friday here. 

Oe es PET E PARAGUA 
also scored 24 wins and 9 draws in 
the 34-board exibition. 

De Luna, acknowledged as the 
city’s top player, prevailed using 
the black pieces after 50 moves of 
a Sicilian Defense. 

Sharing the limelight with De 
Luna were Suod Mamaiao, 
Wilbur Suanding, Geron and Jef- 
frey Bas-Ong Julio Busaing, Luigi 
James Laking, Danny Lagasca, 
Тапу Padawan and 12-year-old 


LO 


Haridas Pascua of 
Mangatarem, Pangasi- 
: nan, who salvaged a 
draw wih GM 
Paragua. 
Former. Benguet 
governor and NCFP di- 
rector Raul “Rocky” 
Molintas organized 
Paragua's exhibition 
before the 1st Cordillera U-18 
‘Age Group Chess got underway 
yesterday. He is being supported 
by younger brother and Baguio 
City councilor Joe Molintas. 

1л the tournament proper, top 
seed Nelson Mariano IIl of Manila 
beat Patrick Dulay of La Union to 
take the early lead at the 
Cordillera Chess Center at Aspu- 
lan Restaurant in La Tr 
‘Marlon Bernadino 


Jentino grabbed the rebound lef, 


rnament home debut 


bat his pass to a teammate at the 3- 
point area was intercepted by Biñas. 
‘Action shifts to the CP Tinga gym 
in Taguig Cty today with Gov Tere- 
Sta “Ningning” Lazaro’ Laguna Pis- 
tons facing Mayor Freddie Tinga's 
Forward Taguig cagers at 6 pm. 
‘The nationwide tourney is spon- 
sored by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, 
Natures Spring Mineral Water, 
Spring Cooking Ой, Regent Foods, 
Firefly Lightings, Molten and Prime 


Regional coordinators 
say message misused 


TWO REGIONAL COORDINATORS, 
Wilfredo Neri of Bacolod Cty and 
Ronnie Tabudlong of Davao Су, 
said their message to the National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines 
bas been misused by former МОР 
secretary general lawyer Samuel Es- 


timo. 

They darified that they are merely 
requesting, not demanding, for more 
chances to organize and officiate 
‘tournaments in their regions. 

“We do not wish to be part of any 
political infighting,” said Меп, react- 
ing to a story which appeared in a 
tabloid on Friday “We are eager to 
eam under supervision of the NCFP 
Willy Abalos supported ош call fora 


meeting last February for the devel- 
opment of chess in our region.” 
Visayas and Mindanao chess coor- 
dinators had met last Rb. 23 in Ca- 
sayan de Oro Ci together with Ru- 
di Suaco of Pampanga, Jun Quizon 
and Lynde Salgados of Cagayan de 
Oro, Jack Dasmariñas and Wille 


brought up the issue to the board 
‘and not to the media. 

“NCFP president Prospero Pichay 
hes instructed that such maners 
should be taken up in the NCFP 
Board and not by press releases” 
Abalos said. 


Badminton clinic up 


BADMINTON ENTHUSIASTS, 
ages Sto 65 years, will have a chance 
to leam the proper fundamental of 
the fastest-growing game in the 
country from experts when the 2006 
Сас opens йз sessions staring on. 
Apel 17 n five areas. 

"The event is part of the “Sporty 
Summer program of Burlington, 
the socks auhoriy which also in- 
dudes the Batang PBA basketball 
clinic and toumament and the PBA 
‘Basketball Shootout at SM Malls. 

This was announced by Ruddy 


“Tan, general manager of Burlington 
Industries Phils. Inc, maker of 
Shocks XT and Buring- 
ton Bio Fresh antimicrobial socks. 
The badminton dinic wil have 
separate modules or different levels 
at the Badminton Central Makati 
(6905254); Quezon City Spons 
Chub (443-8494) and Olympic Bad- 
mimon САБ (632-7356); Manila 
Peregrine Badminton Center (488- 
2968); and Lipa-Badminton Couns 
(0429812525). Registration fee is 
P2500 for ten sessions. Contact 
RyanorNency 8927113. 


Philracom Imported Stakes Series set 


SIX CLASSY IMPORTS LED BY RE- 
cent controversial winner Golden 
Link (AUS) headline the field of chal- 
Jengers for the first leg of the 2006 
Philracom Imported Stakes Series 
set to flag off tomorrow atthe Santa 
Ana Park. 

"The P600,000.00 Group 3 event 
marks the start of the six leg 2006 
Imported Stakes Series to be disput- 
ed over 1,450 meters. Golden Link 
(Aus), a 4-year-old mare by Victory 


Note (USA) out of Fized Verse (Aus), 
sets out to prove that her recent vic- 
tory over 2005 champion import 
"Wild Orchid (AUS) was no fiuke as 
she aims to score her first major 
sakes victory. Top jockey Jonathan. 
Hernandez will ride Golden Link for 
the partnership of owners Jun Aime- 
do, Noli Umali and John Arceo. 
Looming as Golden Links strongest 
challenger for the top spot is recent 
Santa Ana Park Sunday Cassie win- 


тег Siatkis (Aus), а Syearold race 
mare by Desert King (RE) out of 
Crisp (AUS), owned by Deemark In- 
temational Trading, Inc. and set to 
beridden by John Alvin Guce. 

Ako joining the hunt for the 
Р360,00000 guaranteed winners 
purse are Batangas Cty Mayor Eddie. 
Dimacuha's Ever Mine Now (AUS), 
Sandy Javier's Michale De Dragon 
(AUS), Shipshape Ferry's Pine Nee- 
dies (NZ) and Hermie Esguera's 


com Ist leg Imported Stakes Series 
‘was unheralded Sir Golden Score. 

Succeeding legs are scheduled for 
May 7 (PRCD, June 11 (MUCD, July 
23 (MUC), Aug. 20 (MUCI) and Oct. 
22 PROD, with the Philracom All 
Imported Championship set for Now 
19 at the Santa Ana Park. 
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1-2 Japan finish in Asian 
aquathlon, Macasieb 7th 


"The international field was very 
strong” said Macasieb, a bronze 
medalist in the triathlon of the 2005 
Southeast Asan Games. "I defintely 
think could have done beer Iwas 
aiming for the top ve” 

the under:23 division with Lea Col- 
ine Langit finishing second overall in 
4045. 


F3 
"Я was running fourth but I was 


able to catch up in the swim event” 
seid Langh, à 19yearol Spons 
Studies major at De La Salle Univer- 


жу 

‘Mak So Ning also ruled the wom- 
епз division of the race that saw 62 

pans from five countries. 

Hong Kong bet Vincci Hui Wai Su 
finished second in the women's divi- 
sion in 38:53, just less thana minute 
in front ofthird-placer Song Nan Lee 
of Korea, who clocked 39:20. 

The Philippines expects a stronger 
finish in the 6th Asian Duathlon 
Championship today at the Clark Ex- 
ро grounds in Clark Field, Pampan- 
а 


SPORTSWATCH 


PBA treats kids, fans this summer 

THE PBA hols the frst Burlington- PBA summer shootout at he SM chain of mals 
tegrrirg Apri 18 at SM Batangas. Cage cirios are on tap during the seven-week 
run ot tio mal-happing event where PBA players are set to grace spec mal 
four in Pe league contircin foro reach ол to ts fans, Tha cinis, organized 
by he PBA Properties and sponsored by иборот, SM Supermals Bio Posh 
Эшбол, Tos Sports, Accel, Sonia Trading and От, is open to boys and giis 
aged 9-12. К wil start at 2 p.m. and wil be conducted by ex-pro Ed Cordero. Regis- 
Seton s ongoing For deta, contact 809-0244 or fax 772-4284, Mona Salem at 
0915 .5561557 or emel at mona sdemdimal com or Mala Valdez at 0920- 
9088089 or eral at meina valderOgmal oom. 


Series of poker tourneys in Asia looms 

IF PLANS push trough, there wil be a series of poker tournament n Asia, oord- 
ing to Pippi Poker Tour cha Rey Gamboa. Talks are under way for tha staging 
ia Asian Poker series among garing proponents from Las Vegas headed by 
‘Gack Binion, Doge Brunson, Tery Sta and Waly Sombrero and Gamboa. Bin- 
kn started the World Poker Open championship that boasts the most number ot 
‘participants and the largest pool prize in history Brunson, known around the poer. 
‘wot as “Teras Doy ts regarded as he best poker player of al ime. Shiah and 
Sombrero. slice, are regarded as uo of the better players inthe Las Vegas pok- 
er rout Meanwf he Min Peso Hold ‘em Philippine poker championship ts 
Seon Apr 25-0 For биз, vist wun PriippinePokerTouccom or contact 817- 
308208120153. 


Beach volleyball оп Golf Power Plus 

GOLF Power Pus features tis afternoon Те second set of he championship match 
teen Adamson University Team 1 and Собе of St Beri Team 1 inthe 15 
Samsung Wome Ier Colegiale Beach Voleybal Chalenge at the Салаа 
Sports Centerin Taguig Oly. Gl Power Plus в aired at 3 pm, Sundays on RPN-9 
d ABS CENS The Fino ChammelPinoy Central TV Ris supported by Samsung. 
Tanduay Rum, PCSO, Hope and Mapacon.Patorama оиз #320 prt. 


Siso pockets 2 junior crowns 

CEBUANO Say Mae Siso pocketed the ges 14-under and 12 under les yesterday 

inthe Pte Tue National Age Group Championships at he Rizal Memorii Tn 

"is Certe Seede fth in the 14-under dision, Seo hammered out a 6.2, 63 up- 

Se win over outr-erked Sarah Jane Lim to daim her second tti fis year She 

win the Guardo Cup held п Cebu Cay last week Siso ied up to her biling as the 

No 1 seed in the tuner dass, needing опу 40 minus to dispose of unranked а. 

Jasmine Tan Ho, 6-1, 6-1. Sally Mae's elder brother, Bernardine Nino, was crowned È. Ñ 

bop 14 under атп dr posing 26-1. 57.62 upset vin oe up wed Ki А 
dvor Saraza tast Friday. Meanwhile, second pick Deo Talatayod bested top seed Ja“: a 
cab Lagman, 62, 2-6, 5-3, to capture the boys 12-under ie. 


Soronda, Yusikee bag JVC reg’! plums, 

CEBU ОТҮ—Ка! Soronda and Yugean YUsheo swept hek respectie 

ure the mens and ladies singles plums in the eite division of the JVC Region Bad- Nos 

тп Championships at he Назу Spa and Badminton Courts Fay ес. 139 

Soronda who bested Му Сато nthe quarters nen reed an ure defending» i 

champion Spyro Mijares in he semis, beat Adrian Ard, 21-18, 21-4 Voss, j 
#4 


{he cher hand. shocked ast years champion Had Pero 21-14, 12-11. They вой, 
won P5000 JVC tems Уй rackets and Pioneer Pan Personal Accident GOs and 
ате berths tothe JVC Open Badminton Championships sited June at ther 
iret п Мака) Cy. Soronda and Yusiee later teamed up to beat Jonathan 
‘tees and Peroy and win he mired doubles crown: 

Heritage Cup Grand Championship set 

WHO WILL be те oer champion in the Philippine Hertage Cup derby series? 
Tre answer wil be eros "Yon Apr 25 wih the staging of the grand championship 
ag derby atthe? wa Colseum The event wil be paricipated in by more 
Tan 80 quails Coc sors n the furd eg last Арӣ 4 and еп Nelson Uy, 
But Yabut and Ding Can "s Виа Medina and Osang dela Cruz and Bobby del 
Rosario. Meat Te LSBA Ваил elrrirations (4-bulstag) lows on Api 
27 aso at Araneta. Only ` eakan-banded bulstags are accepted For ques, cal 
1925-7808, 324-5072 or 0320-5851940 (Taz Lunasco). 


SJC 3- cocker submission of weights 
TODAY is the deasine or aisi of al entes connection wih San Juan Col- 
ems UBBA Summer 2-cook derby. Enies wil be accepted from 2pm t09 pn. 
To be hosted by t United Backyard Breeders Association, hostile stat at 4pm. 
tomorrow w over 75 fights on tap. Sponsor s Sagupaan Соте 3000. UBBA 
sa group of 50 upcoming backyard breeders and sach member has 100 or isss 
нез. Among Фе groups foes are Ronis Lari, lawyer Jojo Sabian, Abet 
Lucido and Ben Nadurata For info, cal 725-8583, 725-5369 and 0817-8041601 
(Aren, 
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MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—WAYNE 
Arthurs and Paul Hanley defeated Max 
Mirnyi and Vladimir Voltchkov of Belarus 
36,64, 57, 63, 7-5 in doubles Saturday 
to give Australia a winning 3-0 lead in its 
Davis Cup quarterfinal. 

‘Australia will now play the winner of 
the other quarterfinal this weekend be- 
tween Argentina and defending champi- 
‘ons Croatia in September's semifinals. 

If Croatia wins the quarterfinal, the 
semifinal will be played in Australi. If 
Argentina wins, it will host the semi 


Michael, Monty 
lead casualties 
at US Masters 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—US OPEN CHAMPION 
Michael Campbell and eighttimes European No. 
1 Colin Montgomerie were among the high-pro 
file casualties of the US Masters cutoff on Friday. 

(New Zealander Campbell and Briton Mont- 
gomerie finished one stroke adrift when the 
halfway cut fell at four-over-par 148 with 47 
players staying in the tournament. 

Also going out were world number eight 
David Toms, 2004 British Open champion 
Todd Hamilton and fellow American Chris Di- 
Marco, who was beaten by Tiger Woods in a 
playoff for last year's Masters title. 

“Toms, the 2001 US PGA champion, Hamil- 
ton and DiMarco fell three shots short. 

‘Sweden's Henrik Stenson, who lies second in 
the 2006 European Tour order of merit, was anoth- 
er casualty on his debut at Augusta National. The 
‘Swede returned a 36 hole total of seven-over 151. 

‘Montgomerie, whose best Masters finish in 14 
sans was a tie for eighth in 1998, rued poor 
putting on the slick and heavily contoured greens. 

“1 never really put well here,” the 42-year-old 
Scot told reporters “I made three birdies in two 
days, two tapins yesterday and a 10-footertoday: 

"Thats not enough. You have to make more 
birdies than that and it means you have to 
hole a putt. don't hole enough putts. 

"It was difficult” he added, refering to gust 
ing winds ofthe second round. "You need а bit of 
fortune here and I had no fortune at all” 

Italian amateur Edoardo Molinari, another 
to make an early exit from years first major, 
was in jubilant mood. Reuters 


TIGER hits his tee shot on the I7thhole. колес 


Lim ailing, stays 
at Metropolitan 


BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIP- 
pines secretary general Graham Lim will have 
to remain at the Metropolitan Hospital in Ton- 
do, Manila, for at least one more week. 

“This developed, after Lim's attending 
physician, heart specialist Dr James Cayetano 
Qiagnosed yesterday afternoon that his blood 
pressure remains unstable. 

in addition, Lim's heartbeat continues to be 
irregular 

Lim was hospitalized last March 31 after a 
medical checkup at the Bureau of Immigra- 
Чоп office in Intramuros, Manila, bared that a 
week of confinement at the BI detention cell 
has taken its toll on his health. 

"The 49-year-old Lim, arrested by BI agents last 
March 24 due to an earlier BI ruling that he was a 
citizen of the Republic of China (Taiwan), also 
collapsed las Monday after a treadmill ses test. 

"According to Lim, Dr. Cayetano had given him 
tranquilizers so that he could relax and his blood 
pressure would stabilize in the next three days. 


Mayweather’s perfe 


LAS VEGAS--FLOYD MAYWEATHER JR. 
sees years of jealousy in Zab Judah's eyes 

Mayweather is unbeaten and nearly unti 
valed as the worlds best kilo-for:kilo fighter 
Hes favored to win a championship belt in his 
fourth weight dass when the two meet Satur 
day night for Judah's IBF welterweighe tide. 

Mayweather (35-0, 24 KOs) is rich, 
charismatic and an emerging spokesper 
зоп for all boxers in a keenly image-con- 
scious sport. In short, Mayweather is ev- 
exything Judah (34-3, 25 KOs) could have 
been, and Mayweather thinks it just kills 
the underachieving New Yorker. 

“This fighters been jealous,” Mayweath- 


against Australia. 

At 5-5 in the deciding set Saturday, 
Arthurs and Hanley broke Voltchkovs 
serve, taking the game when Archurs 
forehand went between the two Be- 
larus players on the baseline. 

With Hanley serving for the match, 
the Australians needed three пу 
points, finally winning when N 
return of serve went long on the Re- 
bound Ace surface at Kooyong. 

On Friday, Davis Сц 
Guccione and Lleyton Hewitt gave Aus- 


туі 


die Chris 


Sun 


tralia a 2-0 lead. 


Guccione beat Belarus No. 1 Mimyi in 
nearly four hours, winning the marathon. 


fiveserter 7-6 (4), 36, 7-5, 36, 64 


Hewt, playing for the frst time at Kooy- 
ong, the former home of the Australian 
Open, easily beat Vokchkoy 62, 6-1, 62. 

1а the now meaningless reverse sin- 
gles on Sunday, Hewitt is scheduled to 
take on Mirnyi while Voltchkov will 
play Guccione, although it is likely oth- 


er players will be substituted. 


Meanwhile, at Rancho Mirage Califor- 


3 


N 


CAMPBELL: Three straight birdies from the I2th propel him to the top. ar 


P what is shu 


daySPORTS 


nia, Andy Roddick beat Nicolas Massu in 
straight sets to even the United States 
Davis Cup quarterfinal against Chile at 1-1. 

Roddick beat Massu 6-3, 7-6 (5), 7-6 
(5) to square the best-of five competi- 
tion after Chile's Fernando Gonzalez 
outlasted James Blake 6-7 (5), 0-6, 7-6 
O), 108 in a hour, 20-minute 
marathon opening match. 

Massu and Gonzalez, the 2004 
Olympic doubles champions, are slated 
to team against twins Bob and Mike 
Bryan in Saturdayslonematch. АР 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—IT'S DIFFICULT TO 

recognize this place as Augusta National. 
Azaleas are bursting with pink, white and 
purple blooms. The wind swirls down at 
‘Amen Corner, turning good shots into 
bogeys or worse, and Rae's Creek is as 

scary as ever. 
Everything else about this Mas- 
ters, however, is starting to re- 
semble the US Open. 

Chad Campbell kept his 
mistakes to a minimum in Fri- 
day's second round, turning 
three straight birdies into a 

Sunder 67 and taking a 

three-shot lead over Vijay 

Singh, Fred Couples and 
Rocco Mediate. 

“1 don't think there's апу. 
thing to celebrate yet," said 
Campbell, who was at 6-under 138. 
en't really accomplished much yet 
уте only halfway through.” 

s birdie run through the back nine 
е only thing resembling a charge 
fypicaly defines this major. Everyone else 
as hanging on, happy with par, trying to survive 

png up as the toughest test in golf. 
Just like so many US Opens, the goal was to 


RODDICK jumps and spinsin the air. 


Campbell rings bell 


keep the ballin play offthe te and go from there. 

“You play away from flags here like you do jË i 
at US Opens,” Ernie Els, who has won the 
‘Open twice, said after his second straight 71. 
"The only difference is the rough is not as 
high. Give that some time." F 

And as Els looked ahead to a weekend in^ 
which 15 players were within five shots ofthe 
lead—including defending champion Тег. 
Woods—he expected something else that re- 
minds him of that other major held in June. 

For now, much depends on Campbell. 

He is a khakis-and-a-white-shirt player in «iz 
an arena of dogwoods and magnolias, а pro- 
totype US Open golfer who digs shots out of 
the dirt. The firm, crusty conditions over two. 
days has shortened this beefy course and 
helped medium-length hitters like Campbell, 
who once described his driving distance in re- 
lation to a steak—medium, left on the grill 
two extra minutes. 

‘Campbell began his surge at Amen Comer hol- 
ing a 20-foot birdie putt on the par 12th that 
drew virtually no applause. He laid up on the par- 

5 13th and made а 10-foot birdie, then hit a 9- 
iron to a back pin on the 14th that stopped 6 feet 
away His final birdie, a 15-foot put that swirled 
into the hole, gave him a comfortable margin. — 
Butas so many others kamed, no lead š safe. AP 


Couples makes 22nd consecutive cut 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—FORMER CHAM- 


pion Fred Couples made the US Masters 
rive time after 
with a WO 


cut for the 22nd cor 
vaulting into content 
der-par 70 in Friday’ second round. 


The 46-year-old American, winner at 
Augusta National in 1992, finished on 
three-under 141, three strokes adrift of 
‘Chad Campbell 
Couples, who made his Masters debut in 
1983, lipped out with a birdie attempt from 
eight feet at the раг{ош last that would 
have secured him outright second place. 
He tapped in for par to end a difficult 
day of gusting winds in a share of second 


tournament lea 


the longest active streak. 


"feel 


y Singh of Fiji. 

"That was a tough course today" 
Couples told reporters after moving in- 
to second place in the all-time list for 
successive Masters cuts. His run of 22 is 


"E wasit really so hard to play the 
course bur it was tough to get the bal dose. 
ie Tm a very good lag puter, 
and you have to do that here. My eye 
catches the slopes pretty well.” 
“The former world number one bas pro- 
duced nine top-10 finishes at Augusta, the 
most recent a tie for sochin 2004. Reuters 


‘Second rund scores 198— Od Сатр 71-67 
aet Аосо Medite 6873, Vey Singh (Ru) 67-74, 
Fred Couples 71-70 1€2—Tim Cak (RSA) 70172 
Das Hows (ENG) 71-71, Daren Cart (NIR) 72:70, 
Pia Mickelson 7072 Eris Es (ASA) 71-71 1k 
Oem (AUS) 71-72 By Mafai 71-72, Paa Har 
ington (RL) 73-70, Ola Browne 74-63, Ben Crenshaw 
71-72. Rael Goosen (FSA) 7073, Tga Woods 7371 
144 Siphan Ате (CAN) 74-70. Sont Van 74- 
TO, aso Bom 7371, Pich Beem 71-73, Mie Wee 
(CAN) 71:73, Aron Coarse 6975 MS— uin 
Leonard 7570, Ben Ours 71:74, Sat Ok 7243, 
бий Og (AUS) 70:75, Stingo Katayama (JPN) 75- 
TO. Dade Lon 7471, od Paging (AUS) 7278 
‘Wich Johnson 74:72, Ct Petersson (SWE) 72- 


US swimmers train gun 
on Australian arch rivals 


SHANGHAI THEUNITED STATES 
took aim at ñerce rivals Australia at 
the World Short-Course Swimming 
‘Championships on Saturday after 
igniting their campaign with a long- 
overdue medal spree. 

The weakened US team had just 
опе gold medal going into the third 
evening before victories by Mar- 
garer Hoelzer and Kate Шей 
lowed by Ryan Lochte's word 
record in the 200m medley: 

However Australia hit back as 
sprint star Libby Lenton inspired 
a huge record in the women's 
4x100m relay 

‘Lenton had earlier won individu- 
al gold in the 100m freestyle and 
Brooke Hanson claimed the 100m 
medley to move Australia on to sev- 
en ides, three more than the US. 

Lochte said the US now had a 
good chance of overhauling Aus- 
tralia, who have led from day one. 

*] think we have a great shot,” 
said Lochte, 21. 

“Hopefully how the US dd 
tonight will hype up everyone else 


cassan 


MAYWEATHER Jr. flexes his muscles, 


and it wil improve for tomorrow and 
Sunday Well see what happens: 

Lenton, a triple world cham; 
on, was also relishing the chance 
to renew hostilities. 

“For whatever reason the Aus- 
aliens and Americans have always 
had this fierce rivalry” she said. 

"Tt definitely brings a lot of great 
racing out in compentions and dam- 
‘pionships. I think there's going to bea 
Tor of great racing in the inre" 

The United States held off Aus- 
tralia at the Athens Olympics and at 
last years longcourse World 
Championships but without its 
biggest stars, Australia's women 
have dominated proceedings here. 

‘The vaunted women's team, 
‘who took all but three gold medals 
at last month's Commonwealth 
Games, have contributed six of Aus- 
aids tally here with only Marr 
Welsh scoring forthe men. 

Sixteen tides will be decided on. 
the final two evenings of the bian- 
пша! competition, which is being 
held in China for the firsttime. AFP 


KAZAKHSTAN'S Vladislav Polyakov celebrates after 
winning the men's 200 meter breaststroke in 2:06.95. 


ction to be tested by Judah 


т, Suot рову (AUS) 71-75, Sergjo Gara (ESP) 
72:74, Mam Soott (AUS) 72:74, Migue Argel Sree 
ESP) 72:74, Rory Sabat (RSA) 78-70, Luke Donald 
(ENG) 74-7, Rate Alenio (AUS) 7878 41m. 
Hanon 78:71, Mak Hens (AUS) 6, А Cbr 
era (ARG) 72-74 Lamy Mao 1572, ose Nafa Oba 
ESP) T671 148—788 Puriy 7278 Brandt Jobe 72- 
те, mamas от (DEN 73:75, Jen Furyk 73:75 Fald 
to male те ой МӘ—Вәл Brant 76-73, Can Mont- 
urere (S00) 1475, Thomas Le (FRA) 7871, Ben 
(Grae 7476, Van Taya 7574, Michael Capel 
(ха) 7574, an Woosnam (WAL) 7-72 188 
Wewa (ENG) 7575, Chis DiMarco 1674, Ptr 
Land (AUS) 7674, Tad anion 7476, Dad Toms 
ТОВАР 


vs Cards 


CHICAGO—GREG MADDUX: 
pitched neatly into the seventh in- 
Ping, Denek Lee hithis second homer 
of the season and the Chicago Cubs.” 
won their home opener 5-1 over the 
St Louis Cardinals on Friday 

A week shy of his 40th birthday, 
Maddux eamed his 319th Major 
League Baseball career victory He. 
sent the Cardinals to their frst loss 
of the season after а three-game: 
sweep at Philadelphia. 

‘Lee put the Cubs ahead with a. 
solo home run in ће first inning. 
Nei Perez added three hits for 
the Cubs and Ronny Cedeno 
tripled and doubled, 

Maddux (1-0) gave up four hits, 
suck out one and walked two. Не 
eft with a 5-1 lead after allowing a 
home run to Jim Edmonds with one 
out in the seventh and walking the 
‘ext batter Scott Rolen. Bob Howry 
retired So Taguchi and Gary Ben- 
nett to end the threat. Dodgers 5, 
Philies3 

At Philadelphia, Dodgers star- 
ter Brett Tomko tossed six effec- 
tive innings and Danys Baez 
‘worked the ninth for his second; 


er said. “He's been so jealous of me, and T 
can't help it. All Гуе done was really dedi- 
cate myself... Ive been here bef 

s, and I know what it takes. 
also is a three-time champ with en- 
bur his unrealized potential is ex- 
emplifed by three embarrassing defeat—in- 
duding a loss in January against unheralded 
Argentine Carios Baldomir, costing Judah 
milions of dollars in this matchup. 

Bur the jealousy Mayweather perceives 
might be something else: Desperation for a 
fighter who must do something unprecedented. 
to rescue his reputation. Unless Judah beats 

se Mayweather or at leas seriously challenges the 


‘unbeaten star his carer wil be in shambles. 

“This isn't a fight for money for Zab Judah" 
said Don King, Judah's promoter. "This is a 
fight for livelihood, for survival. He knows it, 
and Floyd Mayweather beter know it, too.” 

“Zab has to put on a tremendous perfor- 
mance,” said Mayweather promoter Bob 
‘Arum, who teamed up with longtime rival 
King for just the fourth time since 1975. 

"The fight carries the slogan “Sworn Ene- 
mies,” but even boxing cliches can be 
somewhat accurate. The fighters ex- 
changed words at Thursday's news confer- 
fence and again at Fridays weigh-in out- 
doors at Caesars Palace hotel-casino. АР 


save in two chances. E 

Tomko (1-0) allowed three 
тил and eight hits, Hong-Chih 
Kuo pitched two perfect innings; 
striking out four, and Baez struck 
out two in the ninth. AP 

War League mats Capo Оз 5 S. 
1948 1: Cand 11, Mesa G Boston 1, 
Batman š LA Dodgers 5, Paha Tam- 
a Bay 9, Tout & Caches 7, Р), 
N Mat 9, Рока з Bakas û, Alora 1; 
Derot 5, Toes 2 Houston б, Washington 1 
Kansas Oy 11, (itago Wara Sox 7 LA Angels 
4 N Yaka akan 5 Seat 0; Colorado 
30 San Diago ; lana 14, San Facio 
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Kobe's 51 can't eclipse Suns 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA--LOS ANGELES LAKERS — It was his fifth SO point outing this season and 
star Kobe Bryant scored 51 points, but it was his fourth consecutive game over 40. AFP 
the Phoenix Suns who notched their 50th win Complee ret: Boston 102, Pasha 98, Orano #9, 
of the National Basketball Association season Det 57; Afaa 14, Washing 101; NY ride 98 Idara 

së Merehs 10, Mivauie 90, LO/ Oloma Ciy Š Toron- 


Solar Sports wi 

Phoenix dı. at 10am. today The game wil be shown simulta- 
ıer dominant right by Bryant, who made 19-0833 neously over RPNS, which wil ako air the 
j| shos toscore 51 points. Philadelphia Chicago encounter 2t9 pm. 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY m 
AUTOWIDE m == 


AUTOWIDE SS. еры 
TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVS È ы ; 


BIG macam CREE parchi Mri 2.2006 KOBE Bryant shoots over the Suns james Jones, 
PRESSE WUE salestaris8:00a 1 
^ lo Sirs ON 


Szczerbiak to miss 
rest of the season 


NEW YORK—BOSTON CELTICS FORWARD WALLY 
$иавеК wil undergo arhroscop surgery on his 
lettres net week and s expected to miss ега. 
тапде ofthe season. А sbeyear NGA veteran, Suzer- 

ик tam Loner blak has been bothered by pan and seling in his 

dd ME ELITR „т past several months, Ho had an MRI scan 

эү Si Bay Freep Zone Tela: (OTT irre no Sa aaa 

xi ET s #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City year old Saczerblak on Jan. 26 ina trade wih the Min- 
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rer ent namaga 


“| DID NOT have an abortion,” says the beleaguered Heart 
poem 


By Marinel R. Cruz tertainment weeks after her battle with 

tabloid news thar she was made pregnant by 

STILL HEAR PEOPLE SAY 1 HAD AN а man other than her current boyfriend, 
Герун eie 


nn P The good thing i, afer — "I still deserve to be a role model for Í 


dealing with that painful experience, Iremain youngsters,” Heart said in an exclusive in- 
tinseathed. Pm proud that 1 handled it well” terview at her Makati City home. “To prove 

Actress and commercial model Heart that my good image wasn't tarnished, [the 
Evangelista was speaking with Inquirer En- INHER HEART/AZ2 
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FIND OUT WHY PEOPLE ARE RAVING 
ABOUT MOMENTS OF LOVE!!! 


CERTIFIED BOX OFFICE HIT! 


Au. BRUN PARETO WITNESS 

AN EXTRAGRDINARY LOVE STORY ff 

She lives inthe past... he lives in the present... V 
can love defy the bounds of tine 


Unlimited bonding? 
Kayang-kaya sa 


Globe UNLIMITXT 


For good na! 


—— — 


As low as P15/day! 


For Postpaid and Prepaid 
(Globe-to-Globe) 


“pis P25 | P50 ` 
for 1 dày í for2days : for 5 days 


Text UNLIMITXT15 ‘Text UNLIMITXT25 Text UNLIMITXT50 
to 2870 to 2870 to 2870 


Prepaid subscribers must have at least P1 load to enjoy the service. Postpaid subscribers must 
consume their free SMS before availing of the service. Users can only register to one denomination 
at a given timo. Regular rates apply until users receive confirmation of activation. The service 
Will be activated within 24-hours after registration. The expiry period for Prepaid Globe Unlimitxt 
offer is different from your regular load expiry period. Globe Unlimitxt is not available 
while subscriber is on Prepaid International Roaming mode. 


Now you can easily renew your Globe Uniimitxt subscription! < 
You wil receive a reminder message 6 hours before the expiration of your GlobeUnlimibd, 4 


Just reply YES to renew your subscription. Fi 
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“companies that got me to endorse 
“their products] didn't dump me. 
They sil believe in me.” 

in her highly emotional interview 
recently on ABS-CBN's show biz talk 
program, "The Buzz,” Heart said the 
Tumor of her alleged "delicate con 
dition” started to spread when she 
had an asthma attack and collapsed 
on the set of her TV series, "Panday." 
She said people interpreted it as a 
‘sign of pregnancy. 

"Was there ever a time when peo- 
ple saw me with a really big tummy? 
Apart from the time that 1 was hos- 
pitalized because of asthma, 1 was 
never absent from the set. In fact, I 
never disappeared, People would 
see me everywhere—in parties or at 
the malls especially when Panday" 
"wasn't airing,” Heart pointed out. 

Heart is Eden to Jericho's Tristan 
in the latest TV version of Carlo J 


Caparas "Panday? on ABS-CBN. 
The young and pretty actress 
added: “I'm not really the type who 
minds what other people say. I just 
felt [had to talk about this pregnan- 
cy issue because I needed to assure 
my fans and endorsement clients.” 

"Heart also denied rumors that her 
parents disapproval of her relationship. 
with Jericho drove her to move out of 
their house and live on her own. 

“Not true,” she stressed. "When 1 
was still living with my parents in 
Cavite, this unit was our halfway 
house. Its been two years now since 
this became my home na talaga.” 


that's full of snakes. I mean, people 
who lie and persecute others. 
Who did you draw strength from 7 
during this trying time? 

Thad Echo (Jericho's nickname) and 
the whole [Manila] Genesis (Entertain- 
meng] backing me up. To me and the 
people close to me, this really wasn't 
that big of an issue. My manager (An: 
geli Pangilinan-Valenciano) told me: 
“Do not focus on the wind and waves 
because you will sink. Focus on God.” 
Thats what Tm doing. 


What are the major changes in 
your life, now that you've become 
a Christian? 

They're not really drastic 
changes. For example, when 1 go 
partying these days, you may not 


‘What lessons did you learn from 
thatrumor? 

learned that its not easy to live 
alone. I stepped out of my comfort 
zone—my parents! home—and Pm 


now exposed to the real world, one INHERHEARTI A24 


Batanes and the 


whole country CLICK 


Jerald Sobremonte in Bosco chats with his idols 
Más yuz & Rhea Sonos in Quezon Cay via webcom. 


< рий Genie ond 
Swati 


сш CENE 


spon finishing the short course, employ him ак a lecturer in 
SMART Click s computer sining sessions. Aside from hat 
Jerod also received mari for be renovation of cr 
Plus a brand ew scuote rom SMART, a USB watch 
Microsoft, and school supplies (rom SkyBlade 
eros episode in Wish Ko Lang will be aired on April 22. 


atanes and its 7.000 pop 
longer isolated, thanks to SMART Clic 
Internet & More. 

Previously, we have bec slated, not only geographically. 
tut also in era of communications” sid Bancs Governor 
(Gato when SMART Communications launched the 
SMART Chick van aling Castillejos Sueet in Basco. “Our 

rw get in touch wth relatives in he United 
y. Japan. and i 


Your one-stop neighborhood digital shop in remote areas 

SMA esto make Iemelservirs accesible in towns 

and barangays in provinces nationwide. SMART Click will 

o to "uncharted territories’ to serve students, schools, 
Businesses, ang residents with Family relatives and fin 
in other cities.” sid SMART ptesideat and C 


diher parts ofthe world. û 
His very able project, for bringing 
Communications technology tovs. 

SMART Click Interact & More is an air-conditioned 40- 
foot container van that houses 15 rentable computer termina 
Desktop publishing services include sending, printing and 
Scanning of documents and photos. Online games, as well as 
webcams are also availble 

‘The provided by SMART Click is now Batanes 
‘connection to the cy and (se тем ofthe werd. When SMART 
Click opened. many [vans cactedly tied the various services 
avail 

“One of them was 19-year-old high school graduate, Jerold 
>: аркон “шетка ia big help. With jux one click, you 

can get all the information that you peed.” he sud in the 


“Phi means that more SMART Click vans will be set up in 
places with limited or no provisions or high-speed Internet 
М oiher related computer and desktop publishing services 
SMART will use а dedicated WiFi connection providing 
Speeds of up to 1 MBps. Right now. 20 SMART Click vans 
Ж initially lined up to be diributed jn different locations 
across he Coun. 


Тего ond his mother receive the good news 
Коп SMART Pubie Access Group Head Tina Mariano. 


Commision on information 
‘ond Communications 
pee 

iras Virgilio Paka 


Vernacular 

‘Ba Tor Jerold, SMART Click is not jut a place to use the 
Interes. wil be Ais ticket to purse his dream of gening а 
college diploma and maybe even a law degree later оп. 


Jerald wish 

Jcrold grew up with his grandparents. He has nine 
stepbvothers and sisters. His father already passed away, and 
mother isa barangay kagawad and a farmer: He now lives 
Sidh his mother in а small makeshift one-room house with 


Batanes National Scien ool where he was a 

‘Consistent honor student and a Model Youth awardee. 
“cold now wants to take up BS Education in S. Р 
Basco, but his family could nox afford te ex 

cd up with GMA-7's Wah 

se education by 

PART Click and, 


S LD000 SMART Chick sites nationwide. These vans will nol 
чау serve ws Internet Сы. put ама computer hs to promote 
Chips literacy in many communities in Ihe county.” 
Tien. Virgilio Peña, chairman of the Commission on 
Information and Communications Technology (CICT), said 
SMART Click branches in fang towns such Base will 
Фар the government achieve ils goal of establishing a 
fationwide digital infrastructure in more than 1,500 
ies by 2010, 

goverment needs partners ike PLDT and SMART. 

The avallabunty of an Internet facility like SMART Click 
pens up people to the Elobgi community. The people of 
Bancs can now publicize and sell their products in the 
шс. Students will also have the каше qutiy o cain 
INA Маго Manila and even the outside world,” said Peña. 


Let's get the whale country CLICKin 

SMART i currently Toohing for partners in bringing the 
benefis of SMART Click o more communities Interest 
anchie operators cun email smareick@xmartcomph o 
EM 2797 (elles using any SMART Celfone) 
for (02) 511-2043, 


» 


Enter SMART Click - the one-stop interactive shop in a unique, fun and comfortable van structure, 


fully equipped for all your communication, information and entertainment needs. 


SMART Click offers: 
Internet browsing * E-mail * Chat • Webcam * Ondine 8 Network games 
Typing * Scanning * Photo & Document printing * Desktop publishing 
(D burning * PLDT/SMART Services * and тоге! 


SMART Click is now clicking in Basco, Batanes and Ayala, Zamboanga 
Soon, it will reach even the farthest regions to bring connectivity and 
interactivity to everyone 
So whether you're up in the mountains or islands and seas away 
watch out for SMART Click vans in our growing number of locations including 


Baler. Aurora * Concepcion, Tarlac * Malolos, Sta. Maria & 
Meycauayan, Bulacan « Binan, Laguna * Catanauan, Quezon + Virac 
Catanduanes * Bulan, Sorsogon * Dolores & Balangiga, Eastern Samar * 

San Jose, Antique * Coron, Palawan + San Juan, Southern Leyte * Bantayan 
Cebu - Tandag & Borobo. Surigao del Sur * Ipil, Zamboanga Sibugay 


For inquiries, please call (02) 511-2643 or “777 (toll-free using any SMART 
Celfone). You can also send an e-mail to smartclick8smart.com.ph 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Tm determined to make tl 


_ ENTERTAINMENT 


Proin page A22 i 


Tm not with the usual crowd or having the 
usual drinks, 

Talso used to have no qualms about bed 
scenes, Now, I'm really not comfortable any- 
more, except probably if we're asked to do 
‘something similar to what Claudine Barret- | 
to did in “Kailangan Kita.” 

Т also don't like doing horror movies. 1 
personally feel [films like these} promote 
the negative side of people. 


Why did youi leave ABS-CBN's Artist Cen- 
ter and transfer to Genesis? 

‘My contract [with ABS-CBN] ended in 
October. 1 joined Genesis in February. Echo 
knows Tito Gary (Valenciano). He thought it 
‘would be good if1 join Tito Gary at Genesis. 
So talked with Tita Angeli. 

{felt needed a change in my life, Leaving 
ABS-CBN was not easy. Its known for mak- 
ing big stars, But 1 felt I needed to take the 
risk. Now that I'm living alone, I'm deter 


mined to make the right choices. HEART in her Makati home which, she says, used to be her Cavite-based family’s halfway house. 


eight choices inlife |. 


for the young 
-at-heort. 


suwi Enjoy lovable and adorable 
Dear God characters on your cellphone. 
Set-up GPRS and MMS. 
“To set GPRS Settings on your phone, 
text SET GPRS «phone model> to 211. 


То set MMS Settings on your phone, 
text SET GPRS «phone model? to 211. 


To get inspirational weekly MMS subscriptions, 


TEXT DEARGOD To 230 


TSW or ADDICT RAMP ` PIOWK for other SMART subcribers 


Î. \ Looking for other inspirational downloads? 
B Let SPOT help you! Text SPOT to 286 
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ROUNDUP 
Reality Spielberg 


LOS ANGELES — Turns out even Steven Spiel- 
berg cannot resist the lure of reality televi- 
sion. 

The Oscar-winning director of films in- 
cluding "Schindler's 
List” and "Saving 
Private Ryan" will 
join with reality TV 
mogul Mark Burnett. 
for "On the Lot,” a 
competition." in 
which the winner 
receives a studio 
deal. 

A nationwide 
search, with details 
yet to be deter- 
mined, will be con 
ducted to find 16 fi- 
nalists, Fox said. The group will be brought 
to Hollywood, divided into teams, then giv- 
en the task of producing one short film 
each week. AP 


Kovac, star 

ZAGREB, Croatia—Croatian actor Goran 
Visnjic, the brooding Luka Kovac in the US 
series “ER,” is set to 

star in a movie from 

his homeland about 

imprisoned war 

crimes suspect Ante 

Gotovina. 

‘Visnjic, whose fic 
tional character in 
the emergency hos 
pital series lost his 
children — during 
wars in the Balkans, 
said recently he 
Would like to play vISNJIC 
Gotovina in a movie. 
being planned by Croatian director Antun 
Vrdoljak. 

Gotovina, a retired general, is seen by 
many in Croatia as a hero of its 1991 inde- 
pendence war. But the UN war crimes court 
Charged him in 2001 with allegedly orches- 
trating murders and expulsions of Serbs 
from Croatia in 2005. АР 


Clooney, plagiarist? 

PARIS—A French screenwriter who alleges 
that the movie “Syriana” was largely pla- 
giarized from her 

seript has filed suit 

against George 

Clooney and Warner 

Bros, saying she 

wants 35 percent of 

the movie's takings 

in France and the 

United States 

Stephanie Vergni- 
ault claims that the 
oil-industry thriller 
borrowed “very 
lage" бот а CLOONEY 
script she complet- 
ed in 2002 titled "Oversight." 

A preliminary hearing is set for Monday 
in Paris. 

"The suit targets Clooney's film company, 
Section Eight, which he formed with direc 
tor Steven Soderbergh and Warner and 
Syriana's writer-direetor Stephen Gaghan. 

AP 


SPIELBERG 


Cage’s latest 
LOS ANGELES—US movie star Nicolas 
Cage and rapper 50 
Cent are teaming up 
to star in a new film 
based on thelife ofa. 
real prison boxing 
coach, the industry 
press said Wednes- 
day. 

in the Universal 
Pictures movie "The 
Dance,” Oscar-win- 
ner Cage, 42, will 
play coach "Billy 
"rhe Kid" Roth who 
has spent more than 
40 years as a volun- 
teer boxing coach in CAGE 
prisons in the US state of Louisiana, Daily 
Variety said, 

Musical icon 50 Cent will play a prison 
inmate, AFP 
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Good karma 

While 1 was moping, good karma caught up 
with me. From ош of the blue, BIC Letty 
Jimenez-Magsanoc, through then entertainment 
editor Louie Camino (who has since brought his 
prediecion fr al-whiteoudes upin heaven) of- 
Kredi maka my wife Janet and mysel Los Ange- 
Jes correspondents. k was a surprise blessing 

But even as | wrote articles and the occasional 
news sores, ingreasingly I realized that had a lot 
leer stories to share. [needed a regular out 
Ye ikea column chat would encourage meto 
элде abour imerviews and evens more frequent- 
Iy instead of fling hem in my mind and ducking. 


THAT'S Sharon Stone, of 
course, with an arm around 
this columnist's shoulder. 


the world? 
ГЕ) 


ONLY IN 
HoLtywooD 


Ruben V Nepales 


over the memories, Ње the time I mistook Diane 
Kruger for Natalie Portman on the red carpet. 
That one 1 can picture myself laughing over some- 
day a silly old fool breaking into mysterious 

for the Hinges aquatic 


1 broached the column idea to Louie who 
bless his heart—in hi 

brave and difficult bame against a fatal 

ness- ће may have not gotten around to propos- 
ing the column to LIM. After Louie passed on, 
which devastated Jane and me (we had known 
im since the 808), I presented the column idea to 
the new editor Emmie Velarde, who quickly pre- 
sented it to LIM. They moved fast! On Apel Blast 
yeaz “Only IN Hollywood" debuted. They picked 
the title and the mug shot. To this day 1 dont 


for? 1 did not that writing a тийсе. 
weekly column would be so challenging, Before 1 
know k. its ime to write another “Only IN Holly, 
wood" has taken over my Ше Fam writing sen- 
tences even in my sleep. 


The column tapped perfectly 
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and convert your load now! 


f To convert your load via SMS or via The Mall, follow these easy steps: 


Nia SMS 


“To convert P25, text CAL «space» 25 and send to 223 
To convert P50, text CAL «space» 50 and send to 223 
‘Via The Mall 
ñ Visit The Mall, Mall Assistant» My Account» Prepaid» 
Я Buy Convert-a-Load> CAL 25 or 50 
NG Make sure you have enough regular load in your account to convert. 
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[ the enthusiasm high 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


IN THE UNITED STATES, THE DIGITAL 
debate rages: Can new digital systems 
replace film projectors? 

"The digital crossover was a hot topic at 
ShoWest, the largest annual convention 
or the movie industry which ran in Las Ve- 
заз ftom March 13-16 and attracted stu- 
} dio executives theater owners and equip- 

ment vendors. 

At ShoWest, Kodak Digital Cinema un 
veiled “the only full network system that 
|: seamlessly and efficiendy connects all 
| screens in a multiplex... [and covers ev: 

erything] from ticketing... to digital fea- 
|. ture projection.” 

Sony showcased a “complete digital 
cinema solution” and presented "designs 
for its 18,000 ANSI lumen version of the 
SXRD 4K projector, intended for screen 
sizes of 50 feet or more.” 

Some theater awners inthe US, notably 


Г digital shi 
“Digital cinema isn't ready for prime 


The digital future 


Of course, movies will always be about 
the storytelling, but technology can keep 


time,” said Kurt Hall, president of National 
Cinemedid, who added that his organiza- 
tion would “delay full scale adoption until 
atleast 2007." 

Industry insiders are hoping digital cin- 
‘ema will “revive US theater attendance 
which fell 9 percent in 2005." 

Writer Annlee Ellingson of Box Office 
magazine offered an international per- 
spective on the issue and quoted Juli 
Levin, executive vice president for digital 
exhibition and non-theatrical sales of 
‘Twentieth Century Fox, assaying: "The in- 
ternational marker generally Е 
cantly outperforms the US mark 
bos-offiee ...” 


Technical standards 

Ellingson pointed out that profitability 
makes “incemational territories... а 
tempting market for digital cinema ven- 
доз, but the technical standards and де- 
ployment plans... may not translate over- 
seas.” 

Doug Miller, executive vice president 
and managing director of Walt Disney In- 


ternational (Asia Pacific), confirmed with 
Jugunun Entertainment that his company 
ng into digital technol- 


ment] products” 

"Chicken Little" was released in Disney 
Digital 3D in Dolby Digital Cinemas in the. 
US. Walt Disney Co. installed Dolby sy: 
tems in 84 theaters for "Chicken Little 
Tare last year. 

In March 2002, Disney teamed up with 
other major Hollywood studios—Fox, 
MGM, Paramount, Sony, Universal and 
Wamer Bros—and created the Digital 
Cinema Initiatives (DCD 


According to the DCI web site, the stu- 
dios goals are to “ensure a uniform and 
high level of technical performance, relia- 
bility and quality control [for digital cine- 
ma)... and to help spur the deployment of 
digital cinema systems in movie theaters.” 


Superfluous 

Miler explained that, in the future, dig- 
ital cinemas would render 35mm fim su- 
pertuous. "There be no need for prints. 
Movies will be sent via satelite or through 
fiber optic technology to the theaters or 
downloaded Fom a server” 

"The digital mode of movie distribution 
and delivery will decease US studios ex- 
penses in processing, printing and ship- 
Ding fim reels overseas and help curb 
piracy at the same ime. 

A report estimated that studios stand to 
save SI billion a year in print distribution 
ces 


There are about 300 digital cinemas 
now operational in the US, Miller related. 
“There are also a couple in Europe and 
China," he noted. 

‘Will the wave reach Philippine shores 
soon? 

“There's been some discussion; he said. 
“Some people have signified interest in it. 
Well see where it goes. The technology is 
still being tested, to see the level of accep- 
tance.” 

Around the same time as Ingurer En- 
tertainments interview with Miller in July, 
the DCI announced the completion of the 
standards “to help projector manufactur- 
ers create uniform and compatible digital 
cinema equipment... to be used in the 
United States... and hopefully throughout 
theworkd” 

Warner Bros, Sony Pictures and other 
studios weleomed the development. 

In the DCI website, Warner Bros. presi- 
dent Dan Fellman announced that it will 
be “releasing movies in two for, 

:5mm film and DCI digital сле: 

y the end of [2005] George Lucas 

igital cinema will increasingly be- 
come the standard and will change the 
way movies are made, seen and experi- 
enced around the world.” 

Miller pointed out, however: “Technol 
ogyisjusta means to an end; not an end in 
itself Its sil about the content, the story- 
telling. What we need to do is think up 
new ways to use technology and reinvent 
the content to meet the demands of con- 
sumerstoday” — Withareport from. 
Reuters 


Best job in the world? „~. 


sive-compulsive steak. My wife and two 
daughters have leamed to wade through a 
house liered with brown manila envelopes. 
that contain notes and interview transcripts. 
‘On the front part of these envelopes are my 
black marker scrawlings—such as, "The 
‘Amityville Homor/in Good Company" 
(about the slasher remake plus that fim with 
Dennis Quaid—the contrast was uninten: 
qona) and “Ang Pagdadalaga 
ni.../Masahista" (no, thats not a sequel 
‘where Maxi becomes a masahista; 1 wrote. 
about those two films in one column). 


Overachiever 

A айрогз, a few minutes before board- 
ing time, Fm the one you see sill banging 
away on my trusty laptop, each keystroke 
puting pressure on colleagues traveling with 
ine: “You're already witing your sory?” 
My dear wife, who is also a columnis, 
charges, "Overachieverll when 1 let her 
read my column бай, wo days before my 
deadline, for her opinion. 

Tam often sleep deprived buti tum in my 
column on time. My reward, as the commer- 
cial goes, is priceless. T especially get tremen- 
‘dous sarisfaction in writing about Filipinos 


making iton the world sage 

And stil] get excited to see in print what T 
have writen. Wel, since I am away for 
Manila, let's rephrase that to, 1 still get exci 
ей to see online what I have written. Janet 

ien she sees me reading my 

‘own column as if for the first time. I think 
опе of these days she wil finally tell me, in 
her best Cherie Gil impersonation, “You are 
nothing but a tryinghard, overachieving 
columnist” 

cant wait for 8 a.m. (LA time) every Fri- 
day and Sunday when wwwing7.net posts 
my column. But now that we just switched 
to Daylight Saving Time inthe US, TU haveto 
‘wait one more hour (9 a.m... And if my co- 
umn does not appear online on time, | dick 
'on my computers refresh page button so 
many times, hope I don't get Carpal Tunnel 
‘Syndrome. 

After seeing my column oni 
know how ir appears on print. Two 
Ciso and Doris, feed this obsession. Ма text 
or email, they describe to me 
sion. | think Ciso wakes up early Sunday 
momings to report to me via text how my 
printed column looks. And then he goes back 
tosleep. 


This column has been 
translated into French 
by websites dedicated 
to Hollywood stars. I 
showed one to my 
daughters, who 
naturally didn't 
believe when I said I 
had done it myself 


cousin Margie an 
мес each separately collect PDI 
m to us by bulk via DHL, 


I hold these print copies 
ту column, 1 experience the same dı 
the first ime in my 
hool paper. 


а ааа STRISTLY FOR 75 YEARS OF AGE AND ABOVE] 


Dead Sea Scrolls 


OPENS 


APRIL 15 


YOU'VE READ ABOUT IT. YOU'VE TALKED ABOUT IT. 
NOW, WITNESS THE DEVASTATING IRAQ WAR 
AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE. 


per: NET 
EAL EVENTS. 


À 


ATEL 


THE FIRST-HOLLYWOOD WAR FILM SHOT IN IRAQ 


NE:IBAQ 


hese print copies are treated 
| tke the precious Dead Sea Scrolls 
‘at home. Once, when Janet had 


REGAL ENTERTAINMENT, INC 
| NO ına REGAL MULTIMEDIA, INC. 
April 9 SM Bicutan 5pm 

—..... Premiere Night: 


Mall Te 


„Vangie Labalan Chris Daluz 
Ten PAMAHIIN ıo 2: 


WITH Billy Crystal, one of my favorite. 
subjects 


las seen in the backseat. Janet virtually few 
back to the car wash. She dug into a trash 
can and found them. Tumed out, an aten: 
ant had thrown all the copies. You bet the 
guy beard some choice words from my 
Spouse. “They were old newspapers,” the 
man protested. 

Ab, but there's nothing like the feedback 1 
get from readers all over the word. They 
make writing this column worth it. On a re- 
cent weekend in New York, 1 told act 
Willem Dafoe that it was apt that he, wit 
his affinity for the Philippines since he filmed 
“Platoon.” got to present ће IFC/Acura 
Someone To Watch Award to Fil-Am fim- 
makers lan Gamazon and Neill Dela Llana 
at the Indie Spirit Awards. 

“But 1 read that we mispronounced 
“Cavite,” Willem told me apologetically К 
turned out dat he read my column online on 


how his award co-presentez actress Lili Tay- 
lor, pronounced the title of lan and Neil's 
fim as Сала” 
Tn London, a Filipino recognized my 
he told my host. 1 
was taken aback. 1 guess ! do write chismis 
in a way—not the guess:whoss-having-an- 
affair variety but the guess-whosaid-what 
kind, 


French/Chinese connection 
Readers and friends have e-mailed ver 
sions of my columns in... French and Chi- 
nese, translated by websites dedicared to 
column on 


guage in high school. They didn't believe me 
‘when 1 told them that, just for fun— was 
bored. wrote my column in French, 

"When readers tell me that “have the best 
job in the world,” they admire my apparent 
lifestyle of constant travels, parties and iner- 
views with the stars. They don't know that I 
hold a second job to help pay the mortgage, 
send our two girs to a good school and so 
оп. They dont see the bloodshot eyes (and 
the sagging eyebags), my frequent zombie 
state 

‘But hey i could be digging ditches, right? 
So thank you, readers, for making me appre- 
ciate that | may indeed have one of the best 
jobs in the world. 


Email the columnist at rvnepales 5585 
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[сие herbench, 
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ENTHEME ACTION EXPLODES 
AAPL Wor 
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(250530530, 
7801010 
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cr 
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Pre-Registration, 


ongoing!!! 


i| HOLLYWOOD'S FIRST BIG 
| | SUMMER MOVIE FOR 2006 


fa We've BEEN EXPECTING YOU 


ESY 


‘Do 
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АЗ :- ENTERTAINMENT socer armi» ami 
Cruise says his father was a “bully and a coward’ who beat him up 


NEWYORK—HOLLYWOODSU- — timidation at school. h a learning kickyou. 


Tiperar Tom Cruise says his Iman interview with Parade breakdown — “Ir was a great lesson in my R * 
father was "a bully and a cow. magazine, the "Mission Im- life—how hed lull you in, M М, THEHILS Have EYES 
ard” who beat him during a possible" hero painted a grim make you feel safe and then, A MG 
hildhood also marked by in- picture of his early years when E bang!” Я TM 
d i y The Cruise family was С; К 

T ther an electrical engineer t k 
MIRCB R-13 | ermen ron tvenns or nor no ur wo could never пом 69, especially aft ; = NO 

, job and kept the family con- parents divorce in 1974 when MEE pleco] дие 
DON T MISS IT i he looked ге box office king was Ñ К D 


Now on its 2ND WEEK! s a bully and a cow- h Eastwood City Wei 2, Eastwood City BANDAS, 
= 3 
i 


aid Cruise, 43. "He was oer. Ave. [C] Quezon Cin | 


- "YOULL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END." | Ше nd of person wheres andy? Tm not tak : 


something goes wrong, they in К > 


JIM FERGUSON, KGUN-TV (ABC) 


2 
nan 
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kaaa BUST FRIENDS, -Ny SINGWING 


120, эло. 540,740. 1000 Uu EL RAS сү кх 13] stmerty ron 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP] 


Wee IT'S "AMERICAN PIE” MEETS 
SES B “THE 40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN” 


Basie moriner2 | 


April 10 to 12 (Mon to Wed) 
remiere Theatre 
TWO WORDS A GUY NEVER WANTS TO HEAR out food and drinks) 


justfriends _ сЕ "a 


HRT THE 
x THEKARATE LONGEST SATURDAY DE 
X Om. улар MICETUVE BGA 


From төзе ADAM SANDLER |... 


RANDMAS Z 


OPENS APRIL 15 
Sea a A 
THE MOST AMAZING STORY 
‘SURVIVAL FRIENDSHIP. 
ID ADVENTURE EVER TOLD. 


ng 


Р E 
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ELIMINATED 
Mol” finali 
ted on Thursday (Friday in 
hat although she shed 
on the show after the re 


wasn'ta good enough cry for her. 

Tt hasnt sunk in,” she said in 
terview made possibleby Star TV “Therew 
e show. 


TERE. 


Tort a your fesdbacte 
каше ene araagletymestage to 
2307 (Globe) or 283 (таг) 


ng it remained 
“forbidden to giris She was quick to add that she 
had nothing against Ruben and that, in fact, she 
hada crush on him. 

Mandisa had a theory about the shows bottom 
three this week. “Eliott (Yamin), Paris (Benner) 
and 1 are ай R&B/soul singers.” The weeks theme |: 
was country music. 

Audience reaction was of shock and surprise 

when as Ryan Seacrest bid Mania goodbye. 
Seacrest said, 


og 


E Basic Instinct 2 
2: venom 

Lucky Number Sievin 
4: Moments of Love 


INQUIRER 
EXCLUSIVE 


Mandia, the 29y 

singer/bible teacher from Ten 

nessee said she didnt mind that 
spotlight had to do 


Show? 


with her weight. Judge 
about her heft after her audition and she con 
him about it the next time they met, which 
the Hollywood qualifiers were announced. 
Mandisa said she had hoped to be an “American МОГ 
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Mandisa: 
Can't... 


From page Ad-1 


1 just felt beautiful 
and when Simon said. 
that was sexy thatone 
night, T was a little bit 
embarrassed. | dont 
get called that very of- 
ten. 


You've donealotof 
singing in the Chris- 
tian music industry 
and backup on tours 
and things like that. 
Which do you think 
youre going to con- 
centrateon now? 

‘Oh, gosh, thats such 
ıa hard question. I have 
to think and really pray 
about it. 1 hope to do 
both but need to pray 
and see where the Lord 
leads me. 


Some people have 
called you a female 
Studdard. 


were voted off? 

Jt could have some- 
thing to do with my 
song choice, or some 
thing to do with my 
stance on my faith. К 
‘ould have something 
to do with people 
thinking that was safe 
and they didn't need to 
vote. I mean, really it 
could be just about 
anything. i have no 


Do you think the 
American — public 
cares about size in 
this singing competi- 
tion? 

1 think it realy is 
about the whole pack- 
age. And while Í feel 
like people can em- 
brace somebody that's 
plus size, 1 think it 
could have played a 
factor as well. But not 
ultimately: feel like ul- 
timately it has more to 
do with who I am than 
how оок. 


Did Simon say any- 
thing to you when 
you left last night? 
Yes, he told me that 
he really liked me. He 
said that he thought 1 
had a great voice. But 
hesaid its all about the 
song and he could not 
stand my song. 


You told us that you 
had a little crush on 
Ruben Studdard. Has 
he reached out to 
you? 

No, not yet. But fm 
expecting it 


He's going to call you 
or are you going to 
Er 

Well Tm not going 
to call him. Hes going 
tocallme 


You made a comment 
a few minutes ago 
that you are dealing 
with your weight. 
What does that 
mean? 

Wel, you know, 
since my frst audition 
im Chicago up undi 
now I have not gotten 
оп а scale. But 1 do 
know that Tve lost a 
considerable amount 
of weight, probably 30 
ог 35 pounds. 1 exer: 
cise, Ly to eat healthy 
and Tm just nying not 
то let food dictate my 
[3 


How far did you think 
you would make it in 
the competition? 

My goal was the top 
three 


Who do you think 
will win? 

Oh, that’s such а 
hard question? It is the 
greatest top eight. 


Catch “American 
Idol" on Star World on 
is new timeslot: 
Wednesday and Thurs- 
day at 5:00 p.m. direct 
satelite, 8:00 pm. 
primetine and 11:30 
pan. replay. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Sexy Women, High Adventure & Non-Stop Action. А SGOM Giant Production trom LUC BESSON & 20th Century Fox 
E 


Dye ovER Z: OHH 
f нє New HEROES ol 


‘GOSPEL OF JUDAS? 
The National Geographic Channel 
| premieres “The Gospel of Judas" 
tonight at 10. The Holy Week specialis 
based on a document, reportedly 2,000 
years old, discovered by chancein Egypt | | 
inthe 1970s. The National Geographic | | 
Society, which will present the 
document in a press conference this 
month, says it “presents a totally new 
account of the life of Jesus Christ.” 
Repeat dates: Wednesday, April 12, 10 
pama April 21, 11 p.m. and April 27,9 
pm. 


CBN special 
on GMA 7 


“SA NGALAN NG ANAK," A STAR-STUD- 
ded Holy Week special produced by the 
Christian Broadcasting Network airs on 
GMA 7 at7 p.m. on Good Friday. 

‘The roster includes Victor Neri, Dennis 
"Trillo, Romnick Sarmenta, Robert Areva- 
lo, Alicia Alonzo, Tirso Cruz Ш, Ricky 
Davao, Chanda Romero, Emma Yuhico, 
Nancy Castiglione, Erich Gonzales, Melis- 
sa Mendez, Lorenzo Mara and Coney 
Reyes. 

Reyes is also the supervising producer 
of the two-hour drama written by Raquel 
Villavicencio and directed by Marjo J. De- 
los Reyes, 
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CARMI Martin 


PROGRAM host Peter Kairuz with Coney Reyes 


What stars pray for 


ECENTLY, IT WAS 
for the countrys 
spiritual and eco- , 


nomic revival. 

The stars were at tl 
forefront of the *700 
Club Asa 3-Day 
Prayerhon? — copro- j 
duced by ABS-CBN and 
the Christian Broadcast- 
ing Network (CBN) Asia. 

"The photos here were taken 
from the studio, not a call cen- 
ter. 

Coney Reyes, Christopher de 
Leon, Tirso Cruz Ill, Anthony 
and Maricel Pangilinan, Karen 
Davila, Mari Kaimo, Carmi Mar- 
tin, Carla Martinez, Pinky de 
Leon, Nonoy and Zebedee Zuni 
ga, and many others took to the 
phones by way of joining pro. 
gram host Peter Kairuz in rally 
ing all Filipinos in prayer. 

“The three-part "prayerthon" 
was aired live ovefrom ABS- 
CBN's Studio 1 and later shown 
in North America and Europe 
through The Filipino Channel 
(TFC). Viewers were chal 
lenged to make an unusual 
pledge: to pray for 40 days us- 
ing a prayer guide downloaded 
through www.cbnasia.org, 


Most Beautiful Celebrity 

The ever-youthful Maricel 
Soriano was named Actress of 
the Year, Scene Stealer of the 
Year and Мох Beautiful 
Celebrity during Yes! Maga- 
fines sixth anniversary cele- 
bration. 


Fresh and sweet 
Lovi, Sony BMG's new OPM 
artist, could pass for a movie 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


CHRISTOPHER de Leon 


KAREN Davila 


star with her fresh and s 

looks, Her “Ilove 

You,” landed No. 1 position on 
idown Top 7” 


4225 Christian bottles 


Christian Bautist 
face is on screaming streat 


d Star SMS. Soon, 
and billboards in Jakarta, = ES 


lso be printed 
оп bottles of as 
and juices that will be sold only 
in Indonesia, Thailand, Viet- 
nam and China. 


Just friends? 


recently spotted watching 
wie at the Eastwood City 
nemas in Libis, Quezon City. 
sist heres nothing 

than friendship between 


Dawnin Tagaytay 

Dawn. Zuluerslagdameo 
was a no-show at the press сот 
ference for he 


а long day of taping 
Tagaytay City on Thursday and 
opted to rest at the Lagdameo 
home there. 


Gown for Africa 
British actress 
ley, who was nomi- 
Best Actress award 
"s Oscars, has do- 
nated the Vera Wang dress she 
wore at the ceremony to Oxfam 


TIRSO Cruz Ш 


/ CHRISTI 
Ў Bautista 
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PINKY de Leon 


to raise money for their work in 
East Africa, 

Knightley, 21, wore а one- 
shouldered, deep-claret gown 
to the awards where she was 
nominated for her role in “Pride 
& Prejudice.” The dress will be 
auctioned on the eBay website 
Bidding will begin on April 21 
and finish on April 30 with all 
proceeds going to Oxfam's East 
African Food Crisis Appeal. 

Reuters 
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LOS ANGELES—HOLLYWOOD 
stars John Travolta and Anne 
Archer are publicly backing fel- 

w Scientologist Tom Cruise 
and fiancée Katie Holmes plan 
to give birth to their highly an- 
ticipated baby in silence. 

Cruise and Holmes, together 
dubbed "Tomkat" by the popu- 
Jar press, are preparing to wel- 
come their first baby into the 
world any day now using the 
church's “quiet birth” method, 
which has been the object of 
media derision 


Last-minute 

But as Cruise and Holmes 
completed their last-minute 
baby shopping, a constellation 
of celebrity Scientologists has 
came out in support of the birth 
method in which the mother, 
father and medical staff in the 
delivery room are strongly dis- 
‘couraged from speaking. 

The church's founding fa- 
ther, science fiction writer L. 
Ron Hubbard, believed that ba- 


They're helping K 


like other 
can sub 


bies, 


around them 
birth that cou 
come backto nega- 
tively influence 
him later in life. 

“1з just good 
common sense to 
have 2 quiet and 
creates a calm and 
loving environ- 
ment,” said Archer, 
best known for her 
role as Michael 
Douglas’ terrified 
wife in the 1987 
movie “Fatal At 
traction.” "When a 
woman is in labor, 
it is very intense, 
and when every- 
one is moving 
around and chatting, it's very 
hard to deal with the discom- 
fort,” she said. 

"Pulp Fiction" and “Saturday 


JOHN Travolta 


ANNE Archer 


Beverly Hills mansion shared 
by Cruise, 43, 


physical movem: 
7 sparking me- 


over the Scientology 
d nique. 
Sensational 

But Archer, 58, who also 
played the long-suffering wife 
of Harrison Ford's secret agent 
character in “Patriot Games” 
(1992) and “Clear and Present 
Danger” (1994), said the re 
ports were sensational and in- 
accurate and that she had nev- 
er heard of the use of such plac- 
ards during childbirth. 

"Theai keep itas quiet 
as possible. Of course you can't 
banish words completely, that 
would be ridiculous,” said 
Archer, a practitioner of Scien- 
tology for nearly three 
decades, dismissing reports 


as quiet as poss 
Of course you 
ing to groan 
yell. It hurts. 

0,” Preston said. 
wanted. emotions 
and pain that goes 


Public attention 
was focused on the 
Scientology birth method last 
week when ph 

snapped pictures 

boards” being delivere 


ate deliver Tom’s baby in silence 


Night Fever” Travol- 
and 
fe Kelly Presto: 
also weighed in thi 


that mothers are barred from 


shouting out in pain or utter- 
rd during childbirth. 
'Everything that happens 
around you is still recorded 
just below one's conscious- 
ness level and words in par- 
ticular; shouting things 
like push, push’; can some- 
times have an adverse 


fecr later in life,” she said. -/ 


She also rubbished re 
port that Scientologist 

Trothers-o-be cannot 

take medication to 

tase their рав ће 
church shuns the use 

Some drugs, particu- 

апу psychological 
“Scientology has ү 8 
nothing. tO say Ql 
about the use of 

drugs. We all know 

its better not to use 

them, but its totally 
between the doctor 
and the Patient” 

Arherssid. ^ AFP КАТИ 
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IE Holmes and Tom Cruise 
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SNEAK PREVIEWS 

“Tristan and Isolde,” starring James Franco and Sophia Myles, 
will have sneak previews tomorrow and Tuesday in Metro 
Manila, Pampanga and Cebu cinemas. The myth of the brave 
young knight Tristan and the Irish princess Isolde originated asa 
Celtic legend from the Dark Ages, between the fall of the Roman 
Empire and the Renaissance. 
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Battle for supremacy 


THERES LITTLE THATS BASIC TO 
the deadly instincts on dramatic display in the 
current fim, "Basic Instinct, 2,” with Sharon 
Stone as its wily protagonist antagonist and sexy 
antiheroine. 
“The new production is so intent on keeping 
and compli 


up confounding viewers who try to keep up 
with its plot cwists and turns. 

At the core of these roller-coaster events is 
the relationship between Stones novelist 
character and her psychiatrist. As the story 
starts to unspool, they have an antagonistic 
relationship, because the psychiatrist has 
been tasked to find her mentally incompetent, 
so that she won't be granted bail after she's 
charged with murde 

Later, however, Stone finds herself fixated 
on her learned antagonist, and stops at noth 
ing until he agrees to take her on as a patient. 

‘During their session, the wo intense individu- 
als battle for supremacy, and the psychiatrist has 
his hands full ying to make his celebrity patient 
‘accept who's the boss in his office. 

The point gets blurred, however, when the 
psychiatrist's couch is used for less, ah, dlini- 
cal activities. An older colleague chides him. 
for breaking the basic rule for doctors not to 


зж SEDUCTION MAN 
EEDI 
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Worst so far 
From Samantha 

Lee 

(love, find05@ya- 

hoo.com) Makati 

City: 


To quote another 
readers feedback: 
“TV is such an influ- 
ential medium that ic 
should be used re- 
sponsibly, because it 
can send out the 
wrong signals and 
make (the youth] 
think that's the way 
they should be- 

It has become 
GMA7's and ABS 
CBN' constant goal 
to outdo each other. 
They have come up 
‘with so many reality 


Everything begins in the mind. 


shows, it would re- 


quire too much space 
for me to enumerate 
all of them and give 
fy views on each 
one. So Im narrow- 
ing down my views to 

The latest GMAT's 
“Extra Challenge Eh 
Kasi Bata” edition 
was the worst so far 
forme, because it has 
showcased — kids. 
Have we all become 
that hungry for mon- 
ey and entertain- 
ment? 


Distress 

The two seasons of 
ABS-CBN's "Pinoy 
Big Brother" proved 
that isolation from 
the “outside world” 
can lead to emotional 
distress and confu- 
sions for its partici- 
pants however smart 
and upright they may 
initially be. 1 am 
wondering if the par- 
ents of participants in 
the upcoming “PBB 
Teen Edition” have 
thought over the con- 
sequences of their 
children joining the 
show. 

Will ABS-CBN be 
responsible enough 
for the participants’ 
behavior in the 
show? How far these 
teens will go, I can 
only imagine, given 
the behavior of this 
generation's youth. I 
am not saying this to 
disparage the show 
or the youth of today. 
Tm merely stressing 
the point that even 
supposedly emotion- 
ally stable partici- 
pants who joined the 
previous editions got 
“dazed and con- 
fused.” What more 
teenagers? 1 hope 1 
am wrong in this, but 
Tm afraid the Teen 
Edition is bound to 
produce the worst 
scenario. Thank you 
and more power to 
you. 


Something is about to take over the world. 
And it's right under your skin. 


SLITHER 


+ 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre X4 


become personally involved with their pa- 
tients, but Stone has seduced him so success- 
fully that he's too far gone to regain his pro: 
fessional bearings 

"While all this is happening, people are be- 
ing killed left and right, in increasingly more 
lurid ways, until the psychiatrist realizes that 
he’s in way over his head. But, it turns out that 
its too late for him to stop playing the deadly 
“game” that Stone has put into 

‘But, why would she go to so many lengths 
io make so many people's lives miser- 
able--simply to research her latest steamy 
whodunit? 

Oz, could the master plotter in fact be the 
psychiatrist, to cover up something sinister in 
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his past? 

Or, come to think of it, the master villain 
could be the top cop who's investigating the 
serial murders—he too has skeletons in his 
closet that he wants to keep from rattling and 
tattling in public. 

These complex developments are meant to 
Keep viewers excited as they try to second 
guess how the movie will end. But they get to 
be too complicated, so some viewers simply 
switch off 

Granted, Stone's icy allure is a major at- 
traction that keeps viewers interested, and 
the movie's sexy interludes are additional 
come-ons. But they also pall after a while, so 
when the movie finally reaches its denoue- 
mens ice the eating a one to 

е. 


“Kabilang Mundo” 

ALPHA Music has released Siakofs “Kabilang 
Mundo" album, containing 12 punkrock 
tracks. Notable numbers include “Plastic,” 
“Nilalang,” “Kwarto, “Aanhin,” "Teka Lang,” 
“Bidyoke" and the title trac 
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Antonio Forcione, Hendrix of the acoustic guitar. 


PAUL MCCARTNEY ONCE TOLD HIM, “YOU 
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Alexander Group in concerts at Crossroad 77 World's American Idol Know-it- V 


havea beautiful touch." 

Award-winning Antonio Forcione, also 
known as the ‘Jimi Hendrix of the acoustic 
guitar,” is considered one of the most charis- 
matic and inventive performers from Europe. 
He successfully brings the most conventional 
sound of the popular acoustic guitar to the 
field of jazz as well as Spanish, African, 
Brazilian and improvised music. 

His has earned critical acclaim for his tours 
around the world—ftom Australia and 
Hongkong, Russia, The Caribbean, the United 
States and all over Europe. 

His 13 albums have landed at the top of 
British and international jazz charts. He has 
played with some of the world's most accom- 
plished musicians, including John Melaugh- 
dn, John Scofield and Leo Kottke. 

Tie is the current musical director and a 
performer for the award-winning trio, Ole. In 
2001, he won the "Best Spirit of the Fringe 
‘Award at the Edinburgh Festival 

Next month, the Antonio Forcione Quartet 
performs back-to-back with the Cynthia DOUGLASNierras 


` SHow ` 
TIME 


Anew angle o 


‘on May 4 and at Theatre One of SM City-Cebu All contest today, 4pm at the 


‘on May 6, 2006. Shows start at 8:00 p.m. 

Call the British Council, 914-1011 to 1410- 
cal 130, or log onto wwwbritishcoun- 
dlorgph. 


Powerdancing 

A show of magical and aerial dancing enti- 
tied "Powerdancing in the Dark,” featuring 
Douglas Nierras Powerdance is set at the Мег. 
alco Theater on April 30 and May 1. 

"The new concept, Black Theater Dance, 
seeks to break the physical barriers of gravity 
and human body. Walls and thin air become 
part of the dancefloor. Pieces of cloth evolve 
{nto human form and become characters in 
luminous neon colors. 

Call Powerdance Studio at 9958287. 


‘American Ido? 


Witness the country’s biggest “American 
Idol" fans match wits and wisdom in Star 


Twist for music with the new Nokia 3250. 
Excellent sound quality and powerful built-in speakers 


Up to 10 hours of dedicated music playback* 


es 


FREE 512 MB Micro SD memory card to store your favorite songs- e»: $ 


‘expandable to 1 GB 


ii 


Fast and easy access to music dedicated keys via 


astylish twist mechanism. 


Easy PCto phone transfer of your personal music 


participating Nokia stores! 


atm toh op at on а. 


Buy a Nokia 3250 and get a FREE Gorillaz DVD fom | } 


Glorietta 4 Park. 
Oakwood). 
Special guests include Jim. 
my Bondoc and Luke Mi 
jares. Join the jam for fun, 
games and win prizes! 


Today 

Ea Calzado at 
Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang; 4pm. 


(Fronting 


Tomorrow 
Strings of Soul and Michaelangelo at 
Tavern on the Square, Greenbelt 3 
Michael Terry at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 


April 11 

Michael Terry at RJ 
Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 


Strings of Soul and ANTONIO Forcione 


MYMP at Tavern on the Square, Greenbelt 3 
MaeatMerk's 


April 17 

Michael Terry at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 

Michael Terry at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 

Strings of Soul and Michaelangelo at Tav- 
ern on the Square, Greenbelt 3 


April 18 

Strings of Soul and MYMP at Tavern on 
the Square, Greenbelt 3 

Aretha and the Souled Out Band at 
мез 


April 19 

Moontrucks at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter St, 
Makati 

Dimsum at Tavern on the Square, Green- 
E 


April 20 

‘Abrakadabra at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter St, 
Makati 

Mocha at Tavern on the Square, Green- 
belt 

‘Acoustic Jive at Merk's 


April21 

RU ‘n Friends with the Members Band at 
RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter St, Makati 

9th Avenue at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 


April 22 

Kamikazee at Starmall Edsa; 4 p.m. 

Mr. God and Company at RJ Guitar Bar, 
Jupiter St, Makati 

Tribe of Levi at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt3 

Flintstones and the Gang at Merk's 


April 23 

Katrina Halili at Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang: 4 p.m. 

AIAI Delas Alas Maggi Magic Sarap 
Palengke Tour at Naga Public Market 


April 24 

Michael Terry at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 

Strings of Soul and Michaelangelo at Tav- 
ern on the Square, Greenbelt 3 


April25 

Michael Terry at RY Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 

‘Brown Republic at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt3 

Aretha and the Souled Out Band at 
межа 


April26 

Moontrucks at RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter St, 
Makati 

Dimsum at Tavern on the Square, Green- 
bek3 


April27 

‘Abrakadabra ar RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter St, 
Makati 

Mocha at Tavern on the Square, Green- 
bes 


April 28 

Kim Flores at the Ynares Center in An- 
tipolo 

Nyoy Volante at Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang; 7 pm. 

RJ ‘n Friends with the Members Band at 
TU Guitar Bar, Jupiter St, Makati 

9th Avenue at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 

‘Acoustic Jive at Merk's 


April 29 

Kim Flores at the Mr. Golf Driving Range 
in Pampanga " 

Mr. God and Company at RJ Guitar Bar, 
Jupiter St, Makati 

Nyoy Volante at Cuba Libre Latin Bar, 
Starmall Edsa, 9 p.m. 

“Tribe of Levi at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 
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Flintstones and the Gang at Merk's 


April30 
Douglas Nierras Powerdance in "Power: 
dancing in the Dark" at the Meralco Theater 
Shamrock at Metropolis Star Alabang; 5 


Connecting People 


Available at all Nokia Stores and selected Nokia 


Make sure your new Nokia Mobile Phone comes with orginal enhancements and is protected by a 12-month warranty on parts and series from Nokia Care 


Buy 


ly at authorized Nokia out 


Dealers. 


ets, For Inquiries, сай the Nokia Careline at (02) 886-1234. 


pm. 

AiAi Delas Alas Maggi Magic Sarap 
Palengke Tour at La Paz Public Market and 
Jaro Plaza, Iloilo 
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ALLIN THE FAMILY: (From left) Ayala Corp. chair emeritus Jaime Zobel de Ayala, Jaime Augusto, chair and CEO and ZOBEL hopes the new Ayala Museum will help 
Fernando, president. The elder Zobel is confident the legacy of public trust is safe in his children's hands . build pride in Philippine heritage and culture, 


Renaissance man is just one of 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


recalls that time in his youth 

when his family put him to 
work in a bulldozer, and he prompt- 
ly made a mess of it. 

"The company had to redo ай the streets he 
attempted to lay out. 

"I lowered the boom too low and 1 was 
scraping more than I should,” the 71-year-old 
Zobel remembers with a smile in an interview. 

Fortunately, Zobel hardly made other mis- 
steps in his 49-year stint at the country’s old- 
fest conglomerate, which came o an emotion- 
al close last Friday when he presided over his 
23rd and last annual stockholders! meeting as 
chair of Ayala Corp. 

Zobel told the crowd that included his 
daughters, extended family, fellow directors, 
officers, employees and stockholders of Ayala 
that he could not have left at a better time, as 
he leaves with Ayala Corp. reporting its high- 
est profit of P8,198 billion for 2005. 

‘As he handed over the reins ofthe company 
to his sons, Jaime Augusto, who was elected 
chairman and chief executive officer, and Fer- 
nando, who takes over as president and chief 
operating officer of the company, he looks 
back at how much Ayala has changed from 
the time he came inasa 24-year-old in 1958. 


D ON JAIME ZOBEL DE AYALA 
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Once very private company 

Zobel joined what used to bea very private 
company that kepta low profile and shunned 
all publicity as executive assistant under the 
insurance division, fresh from Harvard Uni- 
versity where he earned his bachelor's degree 
in Architectural Science. 

“They put me at the training section of the 
insurance companies. That was the more seri 
ous part of my earlier years,” Zobel says. 

“T joined the class and then became an in- 
structor That was my launch. That was really 
Where Í started being just one of the boys,” 
Zobel explains 

Being one of the boys comes easily to Zo- 
bel, who, possessed with an artists heart and 
a businessman’ brain, takes a genuine inter 
stin people and values their opinion. 

“Zabel was just getting comfortable with his 
corporate duties, under the guidance of his 
cousin Enrique and uncle Joseph McMicking, 
when he was offered the post of ambassador 
то the Court of St. James and the Scandina 
vian countries from 1970-1975. 

He was 36 and his wife, Bea, was 34. 

“There was a big debate in the family whether 
should, whether shouldn't 1 think they debat 
edit and they said, well a man should be kind of 
aman for ali seasons,” Zobel says. 


oe 


To London to meet queen 

Не went to London to meet the queen twice 
and was immediately brought back to earth 
“when he was put in charge of Filipinas Life, the 
industrial Ме company known today as Ayala 
Life, which also deat with ow premium policies. 

“Bea and l found ourselves coming from the 
Court of St. James and talking to the queen to 
really talking to the jeepney driver, the house- 
wife. That was a contrast,” Zobel says. 

Zobel's career took a major tum in 1984 
when he was elected chair and chief executive 
officer of Ayala, following the resignation of 
his cousin, Enrique, which many believe was 
prompted by a falling out with their aunt, 
Mercedes, MeMicking’s wife and the marri- 
arch of the Zobel family who holds a signif 
cant block of shares in Ayala Corp. 

One of the first things Zobel changed was 
the way people went about heir work 

Не preferred specialists to generalists, and 
wanted everybody to be accountable for their 
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says, “And I said, dear God, give 
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Sons return 
They came back and never left, 
much to the relief of their parents 
who ше proud of how they 
turned out. 

Ime has brought his own 
style, Fernando has brought his 
own style, and 1 don't interfere 
With that As chairman, 1 was 
there more for guidelines. The 

$ three of us get along beautifully, 
L- and we арип have a consultative 
ZOBEL (middle) with sons during teary years of approach,” he says 
T they had been disasters, 1 
а would have been horrified, sad- 
1 The new chairman тейи of dened,” he adds. 
| Ayala, however, is quick to add Zobel can still rest easy as the 
lat he did noc accomplish these two brothers have aways 
landmark feats alone. Peen and sil sean din 
KAG Bo ar the persona and profes- 
Credittowife Bea bina evel which soul serve 
"The Ayala of today is not the them well as together they take 
legacy of ene тап. is not my the Ayla group to the nex level. 
WHEN [ZA returned from his studies at Harvard, Makati was GARO баш hat kris however  Heseesthe Ayala group chang- 
merging as the Philippines business and commercial hub the legacy of one family, and by ing yet again, in the same way it 
fami 1 mean te entered fami. evolved under his watch. 
fof stakeholders tat sand with рур 
the company; he says. Public trust 
Неке сей тот; wife, with — But some things wil remain 
whom be says he makes a great thesame, such as maintaining the 
ERE = publics hard-earned trust Ау. 
FIRST job for hime Augusto (right) was at Pure Foods. MD. can make something out Hay products and services a 
; cofnothing Thats her great way” prindple that has been handed 
supportive. We started off in a не. Rowa to todays seventh genera: 
new era so everybody was kind of A big part of the credit also tion of Zobels at the helm of the 
gang ho, wag the new dawn." goes to hi family of profession- conglomerate 
pem Жеш Ш charge of he many "if we are successful ts be 
Ayala Cop. was no the only in- : р that Ayalaisimo. cause people tust us” Zobel 
sitiSoneneinga new era, sowas They ae ger enough oom to. says. “They buy a car and they 
the Philippines, which was caught biasa Бейше of the tan that know that the car works. They 
in a poitea upheaval that would аы pul tn them, especially his baya piece of land and they know 
minima in te February 1986 Zobel Pes who now have. the that land wil appreciate... Trust 
evolution that deposed Marcos. З en тшй of moving the coun. is the most important thing in the 
Zobel made Ge decision to Cyr bura largest conglomerate la world?” 
take an active role during those ano antere. confident that the legacy of 
Ready days, which was unptece- ТЫНЫК бг ле augusoand tust is safe in his childrens 
dened inh company on at Pe ando ho alo wenk о Har hands, Zobel now contemplates 
W whose policy & was to stay Ў Ter Unvesiyinualy did roc his new Ме out of Ayala, ak 
ZOBELtrustedtheoffcershe — FrompageBI Say from polides. yaad Поту ШУ e ик though he remains as chalr ofthe 
placed in leadership positions “At that time, I think it was a “This was a time when you ing fear in the heart of their father. family corporation that owns 60 
and communicated openly tren tà make everybody a gener- knew that you had to be political. fecundo, he says, wanted to percent of Ayala Corp. and Ayala 
with hem. Aa kd бшу Zobel There was по other way" he ex explore Brac thinkin Foundation and widely expected 
а nad нете going to make plains pm— Вай was a to continue pursuing his other ca- 
ripe s 
Rn перото wehavetput bold decisions, and his tak erabied Work lora bank in Prance. TMy plan is tE] ree graceful- 
к we hare pat bal dede а caions, banking vamer ion "Tsala a liie birike what my yt goals ren sp 
and oa oine. romed inoadiional businesses, such andsemieundusm aga comeback BurTgave war used to do before” Zobel 
ed and although I was closely fol- as sugar into what it is today—a Ayala Corps net income reflected them the freedom. Isaid, ifaftera says, "m thinking in terms of five 
guides an. a a wiir Beamon ton тт yearyoufeeithatyonsi manet Убава ауы, E 
ining what Бе wee aa a a o nl fp on Jour own hen." Zobel born agood ie heads 


HONDA 


On April 17, 2006, Honda Philippines, Inc., is greatly honored to present to ће Filipino people in general, to our customers, dealers, suppliers and associates, 
in particular our new, state-of the ar, large scale motorcycle production facility designed to serve the mobility needs of the Filipino people in an efficient, eco- 
nomical, safe and environment friendly manner. 

Located at Lot 34, Phase B, Road 3, First Philippine Industrial Park, Tanauan City, Batangas, this factory is aimed to meet the growing demands for motor- 
cycles and to ensure the company's leadership in the industry. With an initial investment of P1.3 Billion and an initial annual capacity of 500,000 units, with 
considerable potential for further expansion to 1 million units, this new factory signals a major, long term commitment by Honda Motor Company to the de- 
velopment of the motorcycle culture in the Philippines. 


ا 
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‘The new facility will house both HPIs corporate offices and manufacturing facility including our Service and Spare Parts Division, and Power Products and will 
aim to be the First Honda "Green Factory in the Philippines. 

Our factory in Km. 17, East Service Road, South Superhighway, Paranaque City will temporarily serve as warehouse for our CKDs and CBUs until its full con- 
version into an expanded HONDA. SAFETY RIDING ACADEMY. 


You may contact us through the following: 


Postal Address: Lot 34, Phase IB, Road 3, First Philippine Industrial Park Tanauan City, Batangas 


Trunklines: PLDT Manila Line 581-6700 to 581-6799 
Innove Manila Line 756-7300 to 756-7359 


Fax Nos. Direct Lines Fax Nos. Direct Lines 

Office of the President 581-6708 581-6725 Assistant Vice President-Finance 756-7308 581-6777 

‘assistant Vice President-Legal Affairs 581-6723 581-6707 — Accounting 756-7350 
'orporate Legal/ Audi! -7353 

Corporate Legal/ Audit 756-7353 Budget 


‘audit 756-7354 
Finance 756-7351 
Vice President-Sales/ Marketing 581-6768 5816726 Wholesale Credit 756-7352 
Market Research & Product Planning. 581-6712. Management Information System 581-6757 
Public Relations 581-6766 
581-6767 Assistant Vice President-Manulacturing 581-6729 581-6788 


е8 Production Operations 756-7347 


Motorcycle -Sales 881-6710, 

Motorcycle Dealer Development 756-7310 Total Quality Control 756-7341 
Shipping 786-7329 Plant Maintenance 756-7345 
р оны Material Services Department 756-7318 756-7346 
Power Products 756-7312 
Spare Parts seı-6735 581-6730 Purchasing мкр 
жеке 581-0735 581.6732 Production Planning Control/ 581-6740 


581-6733 Import/Export 
Plant Engincering 756-1334 756-7342 
Vice President-Human Resources 581-6723 581-6721 Welding 256 7943 
Management and Development 3 
Human Resources Management 786-7320 Painting 756-7345 
Human Resources Development 756-7321 Assembly 756-7340 


General Affairs 756-7321 Production Operations 756-7347 
Labor Relations 756-7322 
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From dire straits to P100M in assets 


Abra's biggest coop touches lives of teachers, employees 


By Artha Kira Paredes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 
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BERE. 


percent per annum. Assistance is 
also given to heirs of deceased 
members 

About 70 percent of the mem- 
bers are women because, accord- 
ingto Bringas, most teachers who 
comprise the bulk of their mem- 
bers, are women. 


Founders 

‘Seventy-four employees of the 
Roman Caholi Diocese of 
Bangued founded the coopera- 
tives when they established the 
Abra Diocese Teachers and Em- 
ployees Credit Cooperative 
(Adtecco, Adtempco's predeces- 
sor) on Dec. 22, 1985. 

‘Sumangil says they founded the 
‘cooperative to help local teachers 
and employees “pool their litie 
money as capital for lending pur- 
poses and thus address their eco- 
nomic and financial needs.” 

‘With a seed capital of 
152,361.59 (P110,000 of which 
came from the Divine Word Mis- 
sionaries), Adtecco started opera- 
tions in February 1986. 


BANGUED, ABRA--A FEW YEARS 
ago, Abnis biggest cooperative 
was standing on shaky grounds. 

"The Abra Diocesan Teachers 
and Employees Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative (Adtempeo) was suf- 
fering heavy losses because, ac- 
cording to йз general manager 
irene Bringas, members oaned 
money and ignored their respon- 
sibility in repaying these. 

A debt is a debt but some 
members thought that беу were 
excused from paying because 
they were poor” Bringas says in 
ilocano. 

The cooperative also had other 
problems. 

In 1993, the cooperatives 
money was left ile in the bank 
because only a few were applying 
for loans. In 1994, instead of 
making additional profits for the 
Cooperative, the consumer store 
R set up suffered loses 

Pura Sumangl, an Adtempco 
director says the cooperative was Without an office and regular 
in such a financial crisis in 1996 staff, Adtecco's operations were 
that there were heavy withe placed under the Diocesan 
drawals of savings deposits ‘School Office headed by Fr. Am- 
among its members brose Ponce, SVD. 

But thanks to the realization of Benjamin Ulamino, DSO secre- 
its members that a cooperative is tary, managed the cooperatives 
a business undertaking and not a operations. He became the first 
Charitable institution, Adtempeo š president and general manager of 
Tarte ы шешн and has ADTEMPCCO's PT-millontour story bulding сизе from Sectoral the cooperative 
its own building in this capital Ref sentative Cresente Paez's P500,000 CDF and the cooperatives’ Ir was only in 1987 that the co- 
town. building fund. operative rented its own office 

Bringas says 7.7 percent ofthe space and started employing reg- 
cooperatives members are over- ‘ar staff members. 

Seas workers: im 1992, Ads became а 

‘Adtempeo's four-story building i multi-purpose cooperative and its 
houses the cooperative's grocery NK woes Hin ca. aan wes changat io Al 
‘store on the ground floor, offices г capital share co. Assets reached P1.25 million 
on the second floor, a session hall ofP1somonthly (half of ie POOO from 1987 to 1989, P11 milioni 
on the third lor and lodging monthly ше capital of regular 1996, P69 milion in 2003 and 
area on ће fourth floor. members) because of their "УНУ P3 million in 2004 

The retraining of staff and wes lowances,” says “In the cooperatives early 
their participation in cooperative е Белар members were 
management seminars paid of as UZ. sapi э) мү 
Adtempeos ases reached са 
01095 milan as of Spender a 

percent of their capital” share 


aa 
330 32500% 
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COMTAUCTION CALENDARS 
WAREHOUSE AUCTION TODAY 
WAREHOUSE воста топу 
AUCTION DATE: APRIL 9, 2006 (SUN) @ 10:30 АМ 

ЕЕЕ 
CONSISTING OF: I-BEAMS, PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT, 
NEGOTIATED SALE 


|] sre: BRGY BALUBARAN, MALINTA VALENZUELA CITY METRO МАНАА 
Se ‘SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR PARISH CHURCH) 


CRAP METAL 
CONSISTING OF (15) GENERATORS, BOILERS, CYUNDERS, GATE VALVES, 
Breas, FLTER PRESS, CONTAINER VANS, TANKERS, WELDING MACHINES, 
PANEL BOARDS, WINCH TOLEDO SCALE. SCRAP METALS, ETC 


= INDICATIVE PRICE: P 12.5 М 
{SCRAP MET! EHICLES AUCTION 
STE: KING JAMES AUCTION PHILIPPINE HEADQUATER 

TIT OLD NATIONAL HIGHWAY, STO.CRISTO, PULILAN, BULACAN 
AUCTION DATE: APRIL 19, 2006 (WED) @ 10:30 AM 


AUCTION DATE: 

‘CONSISTING OF: VEHICLES, LBEAMS, (3) RESTAURANT SIS KITCHEN 

{ЭМБ SCRAP METALS NOUSTRAL AND CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS ET 
REFUNDABLE / CONSUMABLE DEPOSIT OF P10,000: 


SEALED BIDDING 
ICE PLANT BUILDING. 


NIRCHINERIES & WAREHOUSE 
(DIVERSION ROAD, LUCENA CITY, QUEZON) 


Dizon, 47,a fish supplier atthe 
Bangued public market, and her 
four children are proving their 
devotion to the cooperative by in- 
vesting all their savings in Adtem- 


storeowners, market vendors and 
small businessmen. 


Dizon, says she trusts the coop- 
erative to take care of her money, 
says Adtempco grants up to 
500,000 in business loans under 
a flat interest rate of 18 percent 
per annum. 

Bringas says the P500,000 loan 
is payable within a year when 


served snacks during meetings аз 
a “token” for their services to the 
cooperative, Sumangil said. 

She said before 1998, mem- 


Improving lives 

Nelly Dizon, ап Adtempeo 
member for five years now, says 
she and her family owed their 
two houses [one in Bangued and 
one in Nueva Ecija] and a Starex 
van to the cooperative. 


Toaned for business purposes and 
payable in two years for provi- 
dential loans. 

Bringas says Adtempco has 
helped improve the lives of peo- 
ple from 
grounds—catechists, 


diverse back- 


teachers, 


All these farmers needed... 


The agrarian reform community (ARC) al- 
so known as Guio-ang, is about 90 km from. 
the provincial capital city of Tagbilaran. One 
can reach the ARC by boarding jeepneys that 
ply the highways and municipal roads or by 
taking single motorcycles known as "habal- 
haba” to go to the mountainous areas. 

There are scarcely any major nonfarm 
livelihood opportunities available to the ARC 
residents. Some maintain sari-sari stores, 
while others owned motorcycles for hir. 

DAR, through its Philippine-Australia Tech- 
nical Support for Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development (PATSARRD) Programme, had 
earlier appraised and analyzed existing con- 
ditions in Bohol and the ARCs. Its Team had 
identified banana production as a porential 
enterprise. After all, the many rolling areas 
provided good drainage, and its soil was ideal 
for bananas. The present volume of produc- 
tion could only meet 2.4 percent of the allo- 
cated demand. More importantly, there was a 
local cooperative that was capable of under- 
taking the project. 


Planning for the business 

То start che ball rolling, the DAR-PATSAR- 
RD helped establish a communal farm to pro 
duce part of the banana output and to serve as. 
a demonstration area where the farmers 
could gain experience. This was to be supple- 
mented by produce coming from the back- 
yards of cooperative members. 

‘Around the same time, the DAR-PATSAR- 
RD got in touch with the People’s Fair Trade 
Assistance Center (PFTAC), a nongovernment 
organization in Tagbilaran Cry PFTAC 
sourced bananas in Bohol for Alter Trade 
Corp. Philippines (ATCP), which was based in 
Negros and a direct trading partner of Alter 
‘Trade Japan. PFTAC also knew enough of lo- 
cal conditions as it promoted the technology 
for organic bananas among local cooperatives 
and small entrepreneurs. 

‘Subsequently, DAR personnel trained the 
cooperatives officers on organizational readi- 
ness to prepare them for the project, This in- 
cluded formulating and installing policies, 
systems and procedures for operating the ba- 
‘nana enterprise. 

For the farmer-particpants of GMPCI, the 
DAR-PATSARRD collaborated with PFTAC to 
conduct a season-long training program. Two 
members committed a total of 8,000 sq. m. of 
their land to be used for demonstration, with 30 
percent of the harvest going to them and 70 
percent to the cooperative. A total of 1,200 
Suckers (shoots) of bongan were planted and 
cultivated by coop members, bayanihan style. 
At the same time, ten participants each received 
100 banana suckers to plant in their own farms. 


The DAR-PATSARRD followed these with 
several exposure trips, one of which led to a 
three-year marketing agreement, wherein 
ATCP would buy substantial volumes of or- 
ganic bananas from GMPCI provided these 
pass its quality standards. 


Operating in earnest 

Functionally the enterprise had four com- 
ponents: Production, trading, postharvest 
Packing and marketing. 

Production. To satisfy the Japanese con- 
sumers’ preference for organically grown ba- 
nanas, they had to use: organic, instead of in- 
organic, commercial fertilizers; mulching and 
manual weeding, and botanical, instead of 
Chemical based, herbicides and pesticides. 

Trading, At the farm level, the buyers must 
wear cioth gloves and should hold the banana 
at the crown portion when making their in- 
Spection. Bongan bananas are sorted and se- 
ктей based on the quality specifications. On- 
iy those that pass the product standards wil 
be bought by GMPCI. 

Post harvest packing. Bananas from GM- 
PCI farms and elsewhere are brought to the 
center for quality control and packing. Pack- 
ing is done every first and third Wednesdays 
of the month, following ATCP's quality con- 
trol process 

"Upon entering the packing center, packers 
wear rubber boots, apron, haimets and cloth 
gloves. Each section of the operation has dear 
delineated work areas and tables wi 
digenous cushions. The packers clean the pack- 
ing center and is surroundings a day before the 
operation, and they also do the same after. 

Marketing. From the packing center in the 
ARC, the finished cartons are trucked to the 
Seaport of Tagbilaran City, these are brought 
by boat to Manila. These are then transferred 
tê a refrigerated van which is then loaded to 
an international ship for Japan. 

At one time Alter Trade Corp. Japan re- 
turned batches of boxed bananas, including 
опе from GMPCI, because it found a sticker of 
a Mindanao company known for exporting in- 
Organically grown bananas in one of the box: 
es. As a result, a Japanese expert came over to 
Guio-ang ARC to check whether or not the ba- 
nanas from GMPCI were naturally grown as 
reported. When it was confirmed that the ba- 
nana with the sticker did not come from the 
‘ARC, shipments of Guio-ang bananas re- 
sumed. 

Alihough the project is sil in its infancy Vie 
Juriano and Aris Portugal, both of PATSARRD, 
agree that k appears headed for success. 

Several factors make them optimistic: А mar- 
ket niche and а local partner, a strong commu- 
nity organization and government suppor. 


‘without collateral. The amount of 
oan could be four times a me 
bers share or it could depend on 
a member's capacity to pa) 

Other benefits include grocery, 
appliance and emergency loans 
with the same interest rate of 18 


SCHEDULE OF BIDDING : APRIL 21, 2006 (FRIDAY) 2:00 PM 
VIEWING SCHEDULE : APRIL 17,18,19 & 202006 ODAN 5:00PM) 
MINIMUM BID: 4. S IVI 
DIBOND DEPOSIT: 107. OF-TENDERED, BID 


WE BUY FACTORIES, MANUFACTURING PLAN’ 


721-3233, 123-3271, (0928)633-3000 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: warw.kinglamesauctl 


bers were restricted to diocesan 
‘workers but the membership was 
liberalized to include any Abra 
resident “with visible means of 
income [and whose membership 
was] approved by the board of di- 
rectors.” 


FOR YOUR HOLY WEEK DRIVE... 


RAPIDE EMERGENCY NOS: 


OR 
0917-8589522 


x On call towing services 

M FREE technical advice 

yw Fully-equipped Service Centers 
м“ Stopover for free full safety 
inspection 


Rapide Assist 


PARTICIPATING RAPIDE BRANCHES: 


» Baguio • Dau * Valenzuela • Antipólo * Magallanes”: ^ 
+ Alabang * Petron Filinvest • Bicutan * BF * Sucat Rapide 
» Bifian Pacita * Sta. Rosa * Sta Rosa Technopark 


AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS 
"Calamba + San Pablo * Imus • Lipa 
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All these farmers needed w 


By Salvador I. Sibayan 
Contributor ОР Institute for 
Small Scale Industries 


GUINDULMAN, BOHOL—STAN- 
fileo, Philippine Packing, Lapan- 
day, AMS, Global Fruits, Delta 
Farms, What do these companies 
have in common? Hundreds of 
hectares planted to bananas and 
exports of the golden fruit. These 
firms are among the major play- 
ers in the country, employing 
hundreds of workers. 

But there's a relatively new 
comer—the Guio-ang Multi-Pur- 


pose Cooperative Inc. in Guindul- 
man, Bohol, Total area planted: 
1.8 hectares. Total number of 
farmers: ten, each one tiling 
1,000 sq. m. planted to bananas. 
Total number of workers: 17, of 
which 15 are involved in packing 
and 2 in purchasing. Type of ba- 
папа exported: organic bongan, 
an indigenous and naturally 
grown variety characterized by 
its aromatic, yet sweet-sour taste. 
‘The largest reported shipment? 
676 kg, and counting. 

Not much compared to the big 
boys, but quite an accomplish- 


mentfora bunch of farmers. 
Banana, mostly of the Cardava 
variety, ranks third among the 
food crops grown in Guindulman, 
where 330 ha are planted to it. 
‘There isn’t a single barangay in 
the municipality where banana 
isn't grown. In terms of area culti- 
vated and volume of production, 


largely rainfed. Minor crops aside 
from bananas are: Coconuts, 
peanuts, corn, root crops and a 
variety of fruits. 

ALL THESE 83 
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'ТЪе season 
of change 
has come 

with the 
newest 
interactive 


restaurant 


Call for 
reservations 
526 1212 


extension 


2318. 


m^ 


United Nations Aven, Ermita Maila1000, Philippinen 
63-2 626 1212 Fax: (63-2) 20 2662 


pie 


as a helping hand 
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Season of Change at 
Manila Pavilion Hotel 


Diverse, versatile, and most of all, 
timeless. The season of change has 
landed upon Manila Pavilion Hotel as 
it launches a new restaurant of 
interactive nature - SEASONS. And 
just like the climate changes that befall 
upon us year after year, Seasons is 
here to stay. 


‘This new coffee shop, located at 
Manila Pavilion Hotel's ground floor, 
is divided into areas that represent the 
seasons found in the earth’s temperate 
regions: winter, spring, summer and 
fall. But don't be mislead; Seasons” 
appeal is worldwide as it covers an 
international fare that mostly features 
dishes of Filipino, Italian, French, 
Greek, Chinese, Japanese, and 
American origin. 


Stepping in Seasons, guests can 
distinguish easily the symbolic 
divisions in the restaurant. The dining 
area fronting the entrance, as well as 
the rightmost corner beside it, is 
autumn. Here, one finds exhibit walls 
bearing tree trunk-like posts and 
furniture in brown and pale yellow 
shades. Autumn also serves as the 
common area where diners can fully 
view the artistry of Seasons. 


Across autumn is a bright and cozy 
nook. A quick glance at its backdrop- 
- a pocket garden filled with bamboo 
shoots and water flowing freely in 
cascades-- makes one realize instantly 
that this area is summer. The bar at 
its side completes that carefree summer 
feel when the sun is at its hottest and 
fun activities are in full swing 


Seasons is also made up of several 
rooms located at its corners, Just beside 
Seasons' entrance are three private 
rooms with lively green paintings and 
fresh floral fabrics. This area depicts 
the time when nature comes alive; 
when plants and trees sprout new 
leaves, flowers bloom and daylight 
hours become longer. It's none other 
than spring! These three private rooms 
each have a capacity of 10-12 persons. 
Collapsible dividers have been 
installed to tum it into one big function 
room. 


At the far end of the restaurant, the 
cold, crisp feel of winter comes alive, 
what with the room's blue paintings 
and snowflake-like chandeliers. 


Of course, who can ignore the four 
buffet stations situated at ће center of 
the restaurant? These four are the hot, 
cold, soup & dimsum and pastry 
stations where guests can see the chefs 
cook dishes right before their eyes. 
This is what makes Seasons interactive. 


“The new line of coffee shop with 
interactive stations evolved three or 
four years ago, where dishes are 
prepared in front of the guests,” relays 
Manila Pavilion Hotel's Executive 
Chef Nicholas Anderson. “Seasons 
serves a wide variety throughout 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner and caters 
to all diners looking for good value 
for money. Seasons also features 
appetizers, salads, barbecues, paella, 
fresh seafoods, halo-halo bar, French 
pastries, as well as sushi and 
prepared by an expert, Japanese-tr 

chef. This interactive concept will 
satisfy demand of clientele as we give 
them better value with better variety.” 


Seasons is open daily from 6:00 a.m. 


$ to 12:00 m.n. 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


ArtiSta. Rita revives 
the music of the 
Kapampangan for the 
hip-hop generation 


By Chelo Banal-Formoso 


HAT SATURDAY THAT I SAT BY 
the Porac river watching the 
Artista. Rita mini-concert, 1 had 

never missed my mother more. Song af- 

ter Kapampangan song, I thought of how 
much she would have enjoyed herself 
had she joined us. But that morning she 

woke up feeling a lot out of sorts, so 1 

didn't protest when she decided to stay 

home. I should have insisted she come 
along, I kept thinking to myself, for how 
to wrap up this wonderful experience 
and bring it home to her? How do I trans- 
late the feelings of exhilaration and re- 
newal all around and within me into 
mere words? How do I thank her for giv- 
ing me a Kapampangan soul and for rais- 
ing me around a language that is both 
rhythmical and consoling? 

1 had wondered if my mother had 


heard the songs before. “Atin ku pung 
Singsing” everybody knows, but what 
about the others? I got the answer when 
the next moming I played the two 
‘Artista, Rita CDs Í bought for her. She 
made comments like “This is a balse” or 
"This is like a zarzuela.” She sang along, 
swayed her head, tapped her foot and, 
‘suppose, journeyed back to a sunny place 
in her heart that she deemed not worth 
sharing with any of her nine children un- 
til now. 

“Oh that song,” she said in Kapampan. 
gan, amused as the opening strains of 
"Aro!" played. "My mother's friends in the 
market would start singing it whenever 
they saw us coming. They would tease me 
about being flat-nosed and dark-skinned. 
t would make your grandma so mad 
shed grab and toss the stuff they were 
selling” (For the record, my mother out- 
grew the flat nose, retained her gorgeous 


tan and turned out to be a very attractive 
woman. All her friends say not one of her 
six daughters could hold а candle to her 
beauty—but what do they know?) 

My grandmother, Catalina Gozum, was 
а tall, big-boned woman. In my mind 1 
pictured a market scene where a woman 
‘with my built and my temper was over- 
turning tables, causing fruits and veggies 
and other wares to fly all over the place. 
We called my mom's mother Apo, which 
is Kapampangan for “grandparent” and 
quite the opposite of the Tagalog word 
apo (accent on the second syllable) for 
“grandchild.” Iwas my grandma's pet un- 
ЧЇ my brother Joel was bom and up- 
staged me. Apo died when I was on my 
senior year in college, but I remember her 
face vividly It is not true that time washes 
‘out the color and details of your memo- 
ries, at least not with 

And yet I honestly had not thought 


about my Apo in years until I heard the 
ArtiSta. Rita songs. It was on trips with 
my grandmother that | got to be familiar 
with a few Pampango folk songs included 
in the “Kapampangan Ku” CD. I spent my 
hildhood summers vacationing with my 
Apo in Betis and San Luis, Pampanga and 
in Tarlac, Tarlac. Betis because that was 
her hometown (her mother is a Serrano, 
her father, а Gozum); San Luis because 
that was where her eldest son Facundo 
‘marrying Filomena of the Car- 
and Tarlac because that was 
‘where she settled down upon marriage to 
my grandfather Atilano Rojas (of the 
Guarin and Rojas families of Arayat). 


Dramatic settings 

While the ArtiSta. Rita have yet to pet- 
formin the market where my grandmoth- 
er toppled tables, they have held concerts 
in equally dramatic settings. Most of their 


CELEBRATING 
Kapampangan culture, 

the Artista. Rita performs 
a wide variety of music 
‘down by Porac River. 


concerts are held with a landmark as 
background. One year they performed by 
an old villa owned by the Guanzons. An- 
other year it was at the two-century-old 
San Guillermo Church in Bacolor. For us, 
itwasby a river 

“Muritan mu,” said my cousin Belle 
‘Aleta, a balikbayan from Vienna and 
daughter of the aforementioned Facundo 
‘and Filomena, when she invited me tothe 
impromptu show. Murit is Kapampangan 
for "crazy" so no one expected a serious 
performance with live orchestra, lights 
and the works. It was understood that it 
‘was all going to be just for fun, a dress re- 
hearsal kinda but with a river running 
through it. 

Ambiance is very important to Andy 
Alviz, the group's creative director. “You 
save on the cost of the set. The ambiance 
is there right away, and at the same time 
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Only Century Tuna gives tuna 
a fresh and flavorful twist- 
with Century Tuna Calamansi! 
Omega-3 and Vitamin C rich 
premium tuna oozing with 
the freshly-squeezed juicy 
goodness of native calamansi. 


Century Tuna Calamansi. 
Citrus-luscious... 
and refreshingly delicious! 


` STALENTED siblings Ogie, Tony 
andGigi Alcasid 


RICCO Renzo manager Kaye 
Nuguid, artists Gerry Ingco and 
Paulino Garcia Jr. 


BA 


PINAYS in WOFS class. Miss Bicolandia "9 1 


Sandy McCrea, Qatar-based Репа Virly Sea Princess and Rosan Cruz 


‘with wishing balloons 


Legally blonde, 


thanks to feng shui 
A 


ALAYSIA IS INDEED 

“truly Asia!” It’s an amaz- 

ingly progressive place, 
with its harmonious mix of Malay, 
Chinese and Indian cultures. From 
¿one's arrival in the new, 
‘state-of-the-art Kuala 
Lumpur International 
Airport to entering the 
city through super-wide, 
eightlane highways or 
the 28-minute KLIA Eks- 
press Train, one cannot 
help but be astonished at 
the advancement of this 
Asian nation. 

Rainforest jungles in the mid- 
dle of its capital, Kuala Lumpur, share the 
same limelight as the impressive skyline cre 
ated by key buildings like the Petronas Twin 
"towers and KL Tower. Although Islam is the 
state religion, Malaysians enjoy complete 
freedom of worship so the city landscape also 
has mosques, temples and churches sharing 
common neighborhoods. 

Му weeklong visit to KL was not to watch 
the Formula 1 races (although I would have 
loved to visit Sepang) or to savor its diverse 
tange of gastronomic ethnic cuisine or to shop 
in the land of Jimmy Choo (yes! He is 
Malaysian) 

Instead, together with my Bikram yoga 
buddy Rosan Cruz, 1 went there to attend the 
Master Practitioners Course in Feng Shui 
(Swwwofs.com) taught by Lillian Too, the 
world's best-selling feng shui author 

T got hooked during her Feng Shui Extrava 
ganza talk in Manila early this year. World of 
Feng Shui (WOFS) Philippines franchise own- 
er Marites Allen introduced me to Lilian, 
and soon arranged to take her course. 

"The WOFS flagship store in Podium (tel. 
9147888) had most of its products sold out 
after the session, but I started reading up Lil- 
йат books that dealt with interiors. | highly 
recommend her book, "Declutter Your 
Home.” She has great tips on how to с 
harmony by channeling chi or energy into the 
home and decorating with not-too-Chinese- 
looking remedies 

‘Aside from her WOFS branch in SM Cebu 
(cel. 2314088), Marites will soon open her 
newest shop in Mall of Asia next month. With 
all the products 1 bought to share with all my 
friends from the different animal signs of the 
Chinese zodiac, 1 might as well franchise a 
shop from her. 


Prieto- 
Valdes 


Living practice 

Feng Shui isa living practice and not a reli- 
gious one. Its a study of energies and tapping 
these energies to live harmoniously with exist- 
ing forces. With good beliefs like practicing with 
sincerity and having a good hear, feng shui tru- 
|у works with whatever religion one practices. 


This year, 
the Year 

of the Fire 
Dog, 
Lillian Too 
says it is 
auspicious 
to put gold 
onthe 
head 


MALAYSIAN host 
George Hashim 
enjoys a flavored 
water pipe 


Our class was so diverse, with participants 
from ali over the world including Russia, 
Venezuela and Germany, to name a few. One 
of the Russians works here in the Philippines 
and can say a few Tagalog words. There were 
seven Pinays but only three from Manila. The 
Test came from as far as Qatar and the US. 

“The intense course was quite scientific, with 
precise compass readings and chart analyses to 
master. I still need a lot of training with proper 
remedies and auspicious recommendations. 
‘All remember offhand is that the best direc- 

Period 8 (February 2004 onwards) is 


sidering buying a home—to position your 
main door facing these directions. 


Platinum highlights 

also recommended that for this year, 
the Year of the Fire Dog, itis auspicious to put 
gold on the head, meaning becoming a 
Blonde is in! So right after I arrived ho 
headed to my favorite hair place, Em 
Salon, for master stylist Vietor Ortega to 
make me legally blonde. 


а week later, nourishment was s 
Kerastase Institute at Salon ESA, 
‘Arcade (tel. 8190886). Picked 
BMW, I got the full-service treatment 

starting with a hair and scalp diagnosis. The 
machine magnifies the scalp and hair a hun 
dred times and checks the condition of the 
roots and ends. Even before the analysis, 1 
knew my oly scalp and dry hair needed vital 
ж 

Kerastase Institute owner Ed Angeles told 
me that aside from daily conditioning, it is 
necessary for colored hair to have a Vita-Ci- 
ment treatment at least once every two 
weeks. If golden hair will bring weal 
might as well take berter care of my һай 


Gold leafing 

Gold in artwork 
ongoing exhibit 
а Caffe at LRI Business Plaza, 210 М. Garcia 
St, Makati, has the works of mixed media 
artist Tony Alcasid, older brother of popul 

ique of his gold leafing 

on his acrylic work m 
worship and spirituality Do check his exhibit 
tiled “Textures & Landscapes" together with 
Paulino Garcia Je. and Gerry Ingo. 

То amain feng shui luck a hundredfok 
кеу is to do charitable work because whenever 
you share your blessings, more will be re- 
Turned. There are numerous programs out 
there that help the ess privileged, but one of 
the most successful ones is Gawad Kalinga. I 
have had several instances where | have 
helped construct a house through a bayanihan 
activityand it was such a fulfilling experience. 

"The Philippine Life insurance Association 
QUIA) recent 
sa and pooled not onl 
“сине” time and effort to help the Ari com- 


PHILIPPINE art 
expert Ino Manalo 
andgorgeous Lucy 


WORLD of Feng Shui shoppers in Kuala Lumpur 


CREATIVE Firma 
Makati owners Ricky 
Toledo and Chito 
Vijandre 


FENG shui expert 
Chris Yeo and pretty 
wife Jennifer Too 


KUNDIRANA boys Fr. Dennis Meim, Tony 
Alcasid, Dingdong Eduque and Robert 
Arambulo. 


munity in Montalban, Rizal. Led by insurance 
commissioner Evangeline Escobillo and 
PLIA president Peter Coyiuto, the company 
dedicated 35 housing units. This contribution 
to the country’s socioeconomic development 
Ар alleviate poverty a litle at a time. 

‘Mayor Pedro Cuerpo of Rodriguez donat- 
ed the land on which the units are built. With 
government and nongovernment working to- 
gether, an indigenous group of hunters and 
gatherers from Panay Island will now have 
roofs over their heads. 

‘Although life insurance companies provide 


BUSINESS guru Wash SyCip flanked by Too 
Wan Jin and WOFS owner Lillian Too 


KERASTASE Institute and L'Oreal PR 
manager Angelique Villaraza, INQUIRER's 
Kinny Salas and Salon ESA owner Ed Angeles 


financial support to life's uncertainties, PLIA 
head Coyiuto explained that his company has 
taken the initiative to help improve lives by 
being of service to those that cannot return 
the favor. 

Feng shui can only be effective if charitable 
works are done. And if one adds fervent 
prayers and intentions into the mix, then 
many bountiful blessings will surely come 
one's way. 


E-mail me at seagrincess @inquirencom.ph. 


Use your Ang Pao Coupons 
and enjoy great savings... 


sunpay.arni.s,2006 ГӨ 


al, Mayor Pedro Cuerpo; past president José L. Cuisia Jr. Second row: Manulife's Jose Maria Ignacio, Prulfe UK's Belle Tiongco and Lope Garde Jr., 


| IA director Jose C. Lee, general manager Sylvia D. Amansec, Grepalife's Reynaldo Soto, United Life's Lydia Lim and Benjamin Lim, GK youth 
Junteer from La Salle Greg Mercado 


РИА chief Peter Coyuito of First Life and Gregorio Mercado of Phil, 
Prudential Life keep the bricks moving. 


Huwag hayaang kumupas ang alaala nila. Isang paggunita sa Araw ng Kagitingan mula sa Enervon Prime. 
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AN AFTERNOON of Kapampangan songs courtesy of ArtiSta. Rita and, at dusk, a picnic of Kapampangan food courtesy of the choir 
‘members’ families and ardent supporters 


CREATIVE director Andy АМ: escorts musical director Resy Pineda. 

‘Their original compositions are included in the ArtiSta Rita CDs 

“Kapampangan Ku” and “Pamanuli,” available in Cabalen m mo r 

restaurants. FrompageC! 


— you show the audience the beauty of Pampan- 
Д gahesays. 

"Andy owes his theatrical wisdom to his 
stints as choreographer of the Manila, Hong 
Kong and Singapore stagings of the Broadway 
hit "Miss Saigon.” (Next month, he will be 
choreographing the Korean version.) 


Theyoung taketo the old 

According to Andy, children in Sta. Rita are 
not given to playing inthe streets or goofing of 
in the Вей. Instead, they form groups and 
sing. So im 2001, the Riteños thought of 
puting on a Christmas show where they 
Would gather all the choirs. “We got together 
about 12 groups” he says. Young and old, 
male and female, they were ай drafted for the 
show. 

“That was when 1 realized there were very 
talented musical directors right in my home 
town, he adds, referring to Resy Pineda, Gie 
Lansing and Randy del Rosario. 

The Artista. Rita Foundation, which has 
united the disparate singing groups of the 
‘ov into one бой, s an offshoot o the 2001 
PE > Concert. The concerts and the two CDs pro- 


y a, EL. duced by AriSta. Rita (a third one is in 
ў Glo be 1: àY [reve UP progres) have eased the raus of Ke 
: 1 а, a : pampangan art and culture. They have also 
оре | walupgamas.ph c 3 4 erased the usual notion that folk songs are on- 
UNLIMITXT | | оси 
TALI š Š "Young people in Pampanga are singing our 
pagsa 3 y A songs now,” says Andy with pride. Not just in 
EE: Internet Café' pp i] Pampanga though. Since I brought home the 
LP 7) j FE - Arista. Rita CDs, my children and their 
W) Е Cousins have taken to listening to Kapampan- 
- t [foe gan music when the family gets together for 
Sunday lunch with my mother. They particu- 
larly love "Oya Na” and the other folk songs 
that have been given a rap twist 
Supporting Artista. Rita are 150 volunteers, 
of which 70 are performers, ranging in age 
from 5 to 70. The bulk are in their 20s, Grants 
for the recordings and the upkeep of the choir 
have come from “Miss Saigon” producer 
Cameron Mcintosh and his foundation, Pam- 
panga Gov. Mark Lapid, the Holy Angel Uni- 
Versity and the Oasis Hotel, as well as dona- 
"ions from appreciative Kapampangans. 
Through their performances and record- 
ings, the Sta. Rita artists have inspired hordes 
of their cabalen to rediscover their roots. Alice 
Castro, who owns popular restaurant Holiday 
land in San Fernando, has seen two shows and 
doesn't mind going to another. But its the ba- 
likbayans who are most affected emotionally 
bythe Arista. Rita show. 
fe were not sure people would like the 
says Andy, “but we thought it might be 
Field of Dreams, you know if you build it 
they will come. And ifs been like that so far 
People have come up to me and said, We came 
home from Australia or Hawaii or Canada to 
watch the show” 
Last December, ай the grand matriarchs of 
Pampanga's leading families supposedly came 
to Sta. Rita for the Duman Festival, which was 


з < 


CHEN Р made doubly attractive by an ArtiSta. Rita con- 
š cert 

a ё nll The Artista. Rita's music will be coming 

| "round the mountain on Easter Sunday, April 


рә 16, when they put on a sunset show at the Sol- 


Bumili tang ng COKE Sri, Lal Sarsi 2000. Ba 1202 ar packs mx CO Nan hala mbas, which i nestled at the 
š 1 have promised my mother 1 will take her, 
andi will, come rain or high lahar 


To get to Mt. Arayat from the North Express- 
way, take the Angeles exit, go toward Magalang 
all the way to Pampanga Agricultural College, 
Then follow the road that leads to Ayala and 
Sto. Nino. Venue is five minutes away from PAC. 
Tickets will be sold at the gate but it's best ro 
reserve, Call 0917-8012687 or 0920-9024433. 


E-mail chfórmoso@inquirer:com.ph 


Pasar GA nio PI anang А 
Бета 4 SS em FIRST CD contains 11 Kapampangan folk 


songs and four original songs. 
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Journey 
for spiritual 
| renewal 
| is also 

a trip back 


infime 


Story on Page D2 


AHEAD College Entrance 
TONER Tests Review 


a SAM INN: ETON CV тй Bue si lata s 
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Inclusions: 
+ 3D/2N stay at The Legend Palawan in a Team Room 
with individual beds for 6 person 
+ Meals at Tanglaw Restaurant of The Legend Palawan 
= Welcome lunch or dinner on date of arrival 
Daily buffet breakfast 
Complimentary coffee or tea service for duration of stay 
* One (1) whole day "sun, sea and sand" tour 
- Cruise of Honda Bay 
- Choice of stop at either Snake Island or Pandan Island 
(Swimming, snorkeling, sunbathing, fish feeding) 
Packed meals on tour 
Experienced and licensed tour guideslifeguards 
+ Transfers. 
To and from airport. 
- To and from hotel for package tour 
Drop-off and pick-up for evening meals outside hotel 


Р 3,000 werrveeocesow 


(minimum of 5 persons per booking per room) 


л Package 


O Paktana nisun us unas Ты up Рава For na cal 702-2700 |0 04 * tcs ciega on 


инт ететт з eda Mina wy gei ce mar utm 


Wet & wild...The Legend Palawan Experience 


At The Legend Palawan, its what you 
make of the experience. Board the 


OE‏ ساس 


Legend of the Sea, a 60-foot catamaran 
exclusive to The Legend Palawan guests 
on one of our in-house tours of 

‘The Legend Palawan Experience (Ра), 


Party away on our catamaran equipped with an 
audio video system, dining facilities and a bar. 
Go fora magic ride cruising Honda Bay 


Choose between the Snake Мам or Pandan 
Island to swim, splash, sunbot 
ihe friendly fishes, Leave your cares to the wind. 


поа or feed 


Our experienced tour hosts are just snap away 


to serve and assist you. 


Our Pax tours сап also take you for a breathiaking 
exploration ofthe SL. Paul Subterranean River 
[National Park the worlds longest underground. 
river that has been declared a UNESCO 

World Heritage site Or visit Palawan'arare wildlife 


species of crocodiles, binds and fishes. 


Do the Monkey Trail and see nature at its pristine 
best. Drop by our art galleries, craft stores and flen 
markets. Then at days end, swap tales and shore 
laughs over sumptuous seafood dinner and a 


refreshing drink, 


So come on... get wet.. go wild... 
Book a PaX tour with The Legend Palawan, 


Malyar Sea, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, Philippine 000 + Telephone (048) 434-4270 + Fax (048) 434-4276 & 433-9078 * w viwegendpalawanaon ph 


Mani Central Sales k Reservations Telephone (227 702-2700 to D 


Pa (63) 638 055 to 56 wiv egenhotes.com-ph 


"Owned and Managed by Legend Has International Corporation 


BARASOAIN Church, Malolos 


Jou 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 
Photos by Jerome C. Dumlao 


OR MOST FILIPINOS, HOLY 
Week is a time for either 
recharging a troubled spirit 

or going out of town for a much- 

needed break from the frenetic 
pace of the city. 

Tn the historic and culture-rich province 
af Bulacan, one can actually do both by vis- 
ing some grand churches spread acrossthe 
provinces quaint towns. 

Te will ony take a few hours of your time 
and cost you a few hundred pesos, including 
the expressway toll fee, gasoline and 
pasalubong, like fluffy ensaymadas or sweet, 
fresh watermelons. 

Set off early, take the North Luzon Ex- 
pressway, and get off at the Tabang exit. 

Just a few kilometers away, past many 
roadside stores selling all kinds of omamen- 
tal plants, stands your first stop—Barasoain 
Church in Malolos. 

"The imposing structure that was on the 
back ofthe phased-out P10 bill is worth the 
visit, not only because of its grand design, 
but also because of its significance in Philip- 
pine histor 


Historic 

It was in this hallowed 121-year-old 
church that, on Sept. 29,1898, the revolu- 
tionary Congress, with Pedro Paterno pre- 
siding, ratified the independence declared 
on June 12, 1898, by Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo 
in Kawit, Cavite. 

‘The Congress buckled down to work ona 
constitution drafted by Felipe Calderon. On 
Jan. 21, 1899, it ratified the Malolos consti- 
tution, the first of ts kind in Asia. 

А marker on the right side of the church, 
just past the entrance, is the roster of con- 
gressmen that worked on the constitution. 
tisa who's who in polities at that time. 


NATIONAL Shrine 
toSt. Anne, 
Hagonoy 
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SIDE entrance to St. John the Baptist Church, Calumpit 


The traditional visita iglesia this 


Holy Week can be the start of a voyage 
of discovery of the province of Bulacan 


T TYCY for spiritual renewal 


is also à trip back 


time 


In the list were Pablo Ocampo, Leon Ma. 
Guerrero, Gregorio Aglipay, Leon Apacibl 
xda and Gregorio Ar 

Í the revolutionary congress. 

"The church's significance was not lost on 
deposed President Joseph Estrada who 
made the unprecedented move of taking his 

е there in 1998, to mark 100 
years of Phi independence 

Next stop is the nearby Basilica Minore de 
Inmaculada Concepcion, which dominates 
the town square by sheer size and Marian 
blue hue. 

Tt was here where General Aguinaldo, 
president of the first republic of the Philip 
Pines, held office from September 1898 to 
March 1899. 

1л front of the church is the over 100 
year-old Kalayaan Tree that Aguinaldo him- 
self planted. 


‘After buying the famous Malolos ensay 


mada or plants and clay pots that the town 
is famous for, take the narrow but smooth 
country road to Paombong. 


Vinegar producer 

You'll know you're there when you seethe 
many roadside stalls selling bottes of the 
famous milky-white vinegar that bears the 
town's nam 

‘The main church here is the Santiago 
Apostol Church, its primary attractions be- 
ing the small paintings by а local artisan de 
pieting the 14 stations of the cross. 

if you have time, visit the Kapitangan 
Catholic Chapel with its own stations ofthe 

‘Next to Paombong is Hagonoy, originally 
spelled Hagunuy as seen in the municipal 
hall. 

Next to the town hall is the beautiful Na- 
tional Shrine to St. Anne, an imposing struc- 


An Easter 
Extravaganza 


co-presented by 


16 April 2006 
9am to 12 noon 


Mandarin Oriental Ballroom 


Е “Treat your kids to a Mandarin Oriental Easter Sunday adventu 
mélange of fun games and surprises. Tickets are free when availing of our Easter Holiday Room Packages from 
P3,200+-+’, or our sumptuous Easter Lunch Specials at The Tivoli, Tin Hau and Pasco Uno. 


For enquiries and reservations, call 750 8888 extension 210: 


4. 


re аз they hunt for Easter eggs and experience a 


——— A (o f Residency 
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IMAGE of Santiago Apostol in stained glass 


ture in old rose that is the quiet town’s pride 
and joy. 

The main doors are works of art in them- 
selves. Go past them and its like stepping 
back into the Spanish era. 

"The massive edifice does not lack for art- 
work, the painstaking efforts of long-dead 
artisans stil evident on beams and ceilings. 

‘Then there's the central altar decorated 
with gold leaf, a worthy setting for the 
revered figure of St. Anne. 

The church was put up by the Augustini- 
ans in 1581 and was declared a national 
shrine to St. Anne in 1991, making it a 
must-see church for the country's legions of 
Marian devotees. 


Calumpit's pi 

‘Another required visit for those passing 
through Bulacan is the over 400-year-old 
St John the Baptist Church in Calumpit 

ike most churches built in the 1500s, the 
stone church of St. John the Baptist is 
Shaped like a Cross with the bell tower as 
one ofits main features 

The interior invites contemplation and 
deep prayer due to the abundant use of dark 
‘wood in the church décor. 

‘Giant chandeliers hanging from very high 
ceilings put that extra touch of elegance to 
Calumpits treasure. 

Last stop is the Church of San Isidro 
Labrador, the patron saint of farmers, in 
Pulilan. San Isidro was also the town's old 


| name. Like most churches here, the Augus- 


tinians were the first to build the religious 
monument. 

The church and the town take center 
stage on May 14 and 15 when the fiesta is 
celebrated in honor of the patron saint. It is 
highlighted by the famous Carabao Festi- 
val. 

‘The traditional visita iglesia this Holy 
Week can be the start of the discovery of this 
province that is a welcome balm to the 
weary soul. 
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энге, в offering double dally ser ment of Tourism and local non- Маде, The Woodlands. Belle tional project until June 15. The Is- 
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App a Шык cards. evenbe- Program, can earn Sigwards Miles through activities ika trekking. riye develo the uniqueness of the... ment with the local government of... Nancy Harel and Associates, Inc., 
fore they use their new Citibank when flying in any class between rappelling, kayaking, tree-planting entire development, particularly of Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro, PR agency of STB-P. 
Credit card cardholders already Dubai and Paris in either direction. and beach cleanups. The summer the aii-Western red cedar log cabin (ога joint marketing and promo- 
getonerafie entry thatcanwin Haven fo! camps are also п cooperation with 
ететан атон Haveníor focal government una. Depart ——— —— — —— جج ج ج ج‎ 
Stay fortwo at premier hotels ке брай fami жт 
Макай Shangri-La Hotel, The balikbayan! zas 
Peninsula Mania and Crowne Ts 
Plaza Galleria Manila, and Sam... PatatDakwoodi guest aaa eing 
onite luggage sets. Citibankaiso опо te yar ны eng 
tives a palr ot His and Hors Watch- rt ee oie DELE 
Sato applicants tora Gold card Or Robert Roseni says the hoteis a 
www.citibank.com.ph or call tractive to balikbayans because ot 
е its location within the Ayala mall 
making It convenient to go to shops, 


i restaurants, cinemas and other ser- 
More flights to LA Kama. 
Korea's second fag carrier, Asiana ушей wi their own ving area. 
Airlines, has increased connecting entertainment conter, ful tenen and 
Tights to Los Angeles. It now fies unay facies In response to a- 
a total of seven fights trom Мапе payan loyalty, Oakwood Premier 
la, eight from Clark and six from Дуза Center offers local resident 
Cebu to Los Angeles every week rates to returning Filipinos. By simply 
‘ia its hub, the Incheon Interna- presenting their Philippine passports 
tional Airport. The three addtional "avon Cortficates ot Registration, 
fights leave Tuesday, Thursday thay ean aval с special rates. 

and Friday and depart from In- 


cheon at 8 p.m. Pas- Id mum 
Sengorsamveintos | Qi am Жы ЕЕ 

fgets international | З 
Angelo tyernatioa! | The Legend Palawan: In the center of things 
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to Paris [uo t CALL OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS FOR MORE PACKAGES TO CHOOSE FROM! 
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' Fishing for Healthier 


: : "b s ' Options: What fish 
Put more love in your cooking with just one step. ү ui 


Just add. с E 


| of animal protein, 

| bastis rich im hear 

| healthy Omega-3 
that help regulate 
blood cloting and 
reduce fat build- 

] wp in the пее: Sarangani Bay Ры Ponds in Alabel 
Recent medical Singen Province 
research shows that regular Strict Quality Control from 
Consompuono fish can lower Fish Fry to Frying Pan 

| he risk of hypertension, Alsons Aquaculture 
stroke and cardiac итен. The Corporation, the company 
‘American Heart Association behind Sarangani Bay, is the 
recommends cating fish at only fully integrated farm- 
Teast twice а week to help market seafood processing 
least twice a week 10 MIP facility in the country, where 
bean fish Пу are hatched, grown, 

jan harvested, and processed on 

she, Iis the only plant that 

ETT аты 

| reducing the swelling from international food safety 
iheunatoidanbriis and сав standards, with its 
aiso be good for mental ISO 9001:2000 Quality 
health. h helps in combating Management Standard, 
depression s lowers therisk Hazard Analysis and Critical 
of developing Alzheimer's Control Point (HACCP) and 
ws. current Good Manufacturing 

Practices (cGMP) 
The Faster Way To Great ceritications. Sarangani Bay 
edid products get to your table at 
е о Zi кы ы 
enjoy the tasty flavor of fresh ag Fa balak balon 
fish with mach less fuss and processing and stored at 
sess There's Sarangan Bay, "C 

Yöür family will always come first. No matter Же fa dishes in a fash! Named after the marine 

how hard it is to juggle work and family, you stil ЖП Sarangani Bay fish are sanctuary it calls home, 

ke e f тей ш the pristine waters. Sarangani Bay is the largest 
find time to prepare your family's favorite meats. mod in the prine em exportet Of. premium 

You always choose only the best ingredients Mindanao, where they're Packaged fish to Filipinos in 

4 at ar sie the US, Canada, Australia and 
that take you from kitchen to table in a jify. Like 2 farmed and processed on йе Аша. lt has received the 

Sarangani Bay Prime Boneless Bangus. Packed flavor of just-cnughi fish, SOHNE most Donen qhe 

fresh from harvest, it's available in a wide range 2 гае EY Golden Shell Presidential 

of ready-to-cook cuts, making it so easy for you mesi way Pa чы Pasta discs 
to put together a healthy, delicious meal in just ei е онаа 

a few minutes. Leaving you with тоге time for — ан олы 

the more imi things in life. Like family. Sarangani Bay Prime Bangus that you and your family get 
z соии таки Y Ne: DES fee таре mouth watering meas only ihe prime catch of the 

easier to make! diy 


Sinigang Belly Espesyal 
INGREDIENTS PROCEDURE: 
INGREDIENTS ama a pow 
Bm qasan betta uments E 
= pue —— Н 
5 be тайата ann, quaeri “aen ana ta Yon option are Sarangani Bay 
y NG! Dor d OE done, a те iced tah en 
BONELESS BANGUS BELLY ‘bod until fish is done. Add the rest of the. ТУРУУ ҮҮ aaaeal 
£ = Боева мои ers nar arme urat cud. 


kangkong. eggplant (optional) PRIME BANGUS peagi mandi. 


salo tasie” Visit www.saranganibay.com for bangus recipes. 
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Live-out retreats April 13-15 


THE BRAHMA KUMARIS MEDI- mind. It should be more than ji 4149421), Manila (5212015), 
tation Centers nationwide will ik fron and com- Baguio | (445-5935), Мара 
conduct “Peace of Mind," three pli wal, says people can help cre- (4730622), Davao (2286052). 
Tale day (9-11:30 am) live-out true peace of mind throughabet- ate peace in the world by making _ E-mail manila@ph.bhwsu org. 
retreats from Maundy Thursday ter understanding of one’s self, For two-and-2-half-day live-in re- 
to Black Saturday, April 13-15. ‘Dadi Janki, 90, co-administra- Call the Brahma Kumaris center treat, call Tagaytay (046)413- 
Holy week is the best time to ive head of the Brahma Kumaris nearest you: Makati (6907960, mail tagaytay@kw- 
explore and experience peace of World Spiritual University, an in- 8907906), Quezon City (9229231, suorg.Visitwwwbkwsuorg 
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"Bring the comforts of your home... in the heart of the city” 
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Trade Exhibit is ongoing at made of native materials. 
Gateway Mall in Araneta Cen- А wide array of fashion ac- 
ter until April 23. cessories are also available at 
ItShowcases hundreds ofex- marked-down prices. 
porequality products, like Theexhibitotffersa 
асна. ak Ори нй handicraft, by 200 exhibitors of artworks and craft 
: S. Cubao, Quezon Cay > representing 16 regions. well as delicacies and dishes 
Ho. J. Felipe SL cor. Gibraltar Rd., Bogsio Cy а ` kaaa Cay x „шей и Gateway Мага fom fees eos, 
NT venus, Quezon City Level 3 (beside Food Express), Call the Gateway Concierge 
Tel tes (074) 619-0367 — : the trade fair promises great at 9138853 or 9113101 local 
wntkotehetanbetk.con jh 5 buys like toys, gifs, furniture, 8395. 


ы; 


CCA, Manila, the Philippines’ pioneer in formal culinary education, continuously 
leads the way in the food service industry by giving you practical, hands-on 
docation, equipping you with the much needed skills to excel in the global 
‘culinary arena. 


This year, we introduce to you new short 
training and developm 
hobbyists, and enthusi 


Take your basic culinary foundation to higher levels and explore the wonders of 
Jala with the FUNDAMENTALS OF CULINARY ARTS, Specializing in Asian 
Cuisines. 


Indulge in al those tempting cakes and pastries with the BASICS OF BAKING 
AND PASTRY ARTS. 


discover the exciting world of culinary ar 

Practical Education forthe Global Chef — CHEFS PROGRAM (irom ages 7 to 12 years old). 

Katipunan, Quezon City | Te. 42-48401041 

marketinq cca manila com For schedules and other details, please contact the Marketing Department at 
vetta manila com 426 484010. 
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garden's symmetry is achieved 
in the middle and identical 
details on both sides. 


Text by Linda B. Bolido 
Photos by Rev. Basil Ma. Apostol, OSB 


IDDEN BEHIND THE TALL 
walls of San Beda College 
(SBC) on Mendiola, a few 
meters away from Malacafiang, is a 
bit of Italian scenery. 

With its decades-old trees creating ad 
canopy that allows only thin streaks of light, 
Wire and concrete fences covered with vines, 
angels standing tall and straight, and cherubs 
playing in tiny pools, the Ben 
man garden- Cool, quiet (at this time of year 
when school is out), shady and lush—soothes 
the body and quiets a restless mind and spirit. 

Rev. Benigno Benabarre, OSB, adviser of 
the SBC Alumni Association (SBCAA), calls it 
an “oasis of prayer and silence.” 

Fronting the living quarters of the Benedic- 
tine monks, it is the most stiking of severa 
green patches that provide a much welcome re- 
fief from the glass and concrete of school build- 
ings. Concrete bench: 
es, some cleverly hid- 
den by thick vegeta- 
tion, allow for mo- 
mens of silence for 
reflection and medita- 
tion. 

The garden is al- 
mostas much a balm 
to a tired soul as the 
beautiful ‘church, 
With ts replica of the | Our Promo, ROOM for as low as 
Sano Niño of P1,450 net per person 
Prague, and the ‘on twin sharing 
smaller more solemn 
abbey chapel where 
the monks have ther 


12ysod Я 

ve me religious rina. | ® Ful Ble Breakfast at Le Jardin 
2 Restaurant orto 

Though the abbey |  * USE of Rofdec/Snimming Poot д 
and college have a | 
gardener, one learns y Án на 
екан NG queue : 
monks occasionally | n, Ena пёюф‹йуриейиййк сов | 
tum their hand at | City Garden Hotel чену com. 


tending the greenery. Makati 
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Continue enjoying Unlimited Calls and Texts? 
Now with Regular Load that allows you to: 
v Call your friends from other networks 
v Text your friends from other networks 
v Call and text your friends abroad 
е v Download Value-Added Services 
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зона camera “To convert your load balance: 

Rowse to 24/7 Cali & Text Unlimited 7 days, text CTU«space»7 and send lo 247.. 

TB Convert to 24/7 Сай & Text Unlimited 30 days, text CTU«space»30 and send lo 247. 

+ Via The Mall enter The Май via your phone menu and follow tne menu path. 

= For P150 24/7 Call & Te Unlimited: 

"The Malis Hall AssistanbMy Account>Prepald>Buy 24XT»CTU T 
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WITH THE MOVIE THE DA VINCI 

Code" set to open May 19, Opus 

ei is taking а soft approach in 

countering the books allegations 

that, as а group, Ë is murderous, 
sogynicand Machiavellian. 
Instead of bringing author Dan 

Brown to cour, Opus Dei opted to 

talk with Doubleday that published 

fhe book and Sony, whose 

Columbia Pictures made the 

movie 

ran Finnerty New York 
spokesperson for the Rome based 

Organization whose 3000 Ameri- 

can members ae based in Chicago, 

Where is United States presence 

Began in 1949, sad the response 

tas "polite and non-commital” 

T Opus Dei and йз 86,000 mem- 
Worldwide face а different 
of image problem with “The 

Da Vinci Code" Not only is the fim 

expected to be 2006s hottest 

movie, some 25 milion people al- 
ready have read the book that de- 
picts Opus Defsleaderas a bonkers 
анор who dispatches an albino 
thonk to brutally dispose of those 
едеп to blow the Catholic 

Church's 20-year coverup of 

Jesus mariage to Mary Magda 

iene and the daughter He fathered. 

` One inaccuracy, among many 
фе organization cited, was “there 
äre no monks in Opus Dei, albino 
or otherwise" said Finnerty 
“While were nor going to reveal 
any details about the Rim und tis 

Tekasea in May we welcome the 

Qiscussion inspired by it and hope 

that it can encourage people to 

lem more about many of the is- 

Sues raised by The Da Vine Code,” 

Ji Kennedy senior vice president 

£ corporate communications for 


2002. 


DEAREMILY, 

Twas inspired to write this letter after 
reading your "Postscripts" for Valen- 
tine's Day. 

T have a very good friend who Ive 
known for more than 10 years now. He 
was the vocalist of our local band in 
1992 and my friends and 1 were among 


Darang bh 


Sony Pictures Entertainment, said 
inanemail. 

Unwilling to take legal action, 
Rome-based Opus Dei spokesper- 
son Marc Carroggio, in a recent in- 
terview, said the organization was 
also unwilling to allow "Da Vinci 
todefine it 

"The movie is like a big wave 
that is going to hit the beach 
whether we like it or not. 
going to uy to ride the wave,” 
Finnerty said.” 
ery opportunity we can to tell the 
world about the reality of Opus Dei 
and the reality of the Catholic 
Church.” 

Reflection 

Today is Palm Sunday. Jesus 
rides into Jerusalem in glory but a 
day later He is arrested and tor- 
tured to die on the Cross on Good 
Friday. We Christians profess our 
faith in God, but we dont think 
twice about offending Him. 

Doubleday published “The Da 
Vinci Code” and, at the same time, 
expressed interest in publishing 
“The Way." a collection of points 
for prayer written by Opus Dei 
founder Msgr. Josemaria Escriva 
‘who was canonized as saint in 


Successful intercession 
Servant of God Montserrat Gras- 
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es, a numerary of Opus Dei, di 
1959 in Barcelona, Spain from Ew- 
ings Sarcoma. Immediately after 
ber death, news of her sanctity 
spread and her intercessions for 
miracles were answered by God. 


Tprayed to Montserrat 
surgical treatment for the husband 


non- 


of a friend who had a block in his 


swered. 


We're 


1 mean using ev- 


Hour! 


Entierro, 


SM Bacoor. 


At 11:30 pm, April 15, the 
Easter Vigil begins. The Salubong 
takes place at 2 a.m., April 16, tobe 
telecast live on RPN 9. 


Entierro during The Good Friday 
procession in Our Lady of Fatima in 
Binakayan, Kawit, Cavite. Lawyer 
Leon del Rosario, whose family 
owns the image, is one of them. 
During Holy Week, the Santo 
together 
Lenten images, will be displayed in 


intestines. The prayer was an- 


‘Those who want prayer cards 1 
can write to me c/o PO Box 2050, 
Manila, Please enclose a self 
dressed stamped envelope. 

Montserrat Grases, pray for us, 
especially for our young people 
Washing of the feet 

The Chapel of Our Mother 
Eucharist and Grace in Barangay 
San Vicente, Sta. Maria, Bulacan 
will have the Washing ofthe Feet of 
the Apostles at 6 pm, April 13, 
Holy Thursday 

Aker the Mass, the Blessed 
Sacrament wil be brought to the 
Akar of Repose at 7 pm. A Holy 


the 


Semana Santa. 


Al Perez, famous for his peint- 
ings of churches, is showing Lenten 
images and portraits of saints at 

Gallery until April 
25. The gallery is on 4/fioor, SM 


the Purple 


Megamall 


Exhibit 


Feastday 


brated at 6 p.m, A 
with other 


Catch Noli Princepe Manalangs 
irst one-man exhibit of the Blessed 
irgin Mary in her various titles. 

“Ave Maria” exhibit is at Gallery 

Genesis, 4/E SM Megamall. 


The feast of St. Expeditus, advo- 
cate of urgent cases, falls on April 
19. Triduum of Masses will be cele- 


Andrew Cathedral, 
Parafiaque; and at 6:30 pam., on 
the same days at the Holy Family 
Parish in Madre Selva St, Roxas 


“WEDDING in Cana” at Morong, Rizal, exhibit 


District, Quezon City. 


the Holy Family Church. 
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Opus Dei’s response to ‘Da Vinci Code’ allegations 


‘A procession will be held after 
the 6:30 p.m. Mass on April 19 at 


At the National Shrine of the Di- 
vine Mercy in Marilao, Bulacan, 


there will be Masses at 6:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m, April 17-9, according to 
Cynthia Sta. Ana-Cruz, a devotee. 


cousin in Los Angeles. 


“The St. Patrick Cathedral in San 


She said devotion to the saint was 
popular among Pinoys in Califor- 
nia. She got her first novena from a 


SERVANT of God Montserrat 
Grases 


Francisco has a statue of St. Exped- 


itus. 1 was there in 1997 and went 
to thank him for making my trip 
possible. St. Expeditusis known for 
his intercessions for the granting of 
property 


17-19, at 
la Huerta, 


visas and the sale 


Visita Iglesia 


Found love poem revives old feelings 


his fans. From being fans, we all became 
good friends. We'd eat out, talk till the 
Wee hours of the morning and just share 
‘our hopes and dreams for the future. 

АШ this time, I honestly thought we 
were just friends until last year when I 
was sorting out my stuff as we were in 
the process of moving out of our house. 


| found a poem he wrote for me inside 
‘an organizer he gave me as a giftin 1996. 
Thad to read the poem three times be- 
fore I got the message that he was in love 
with me. 

t blew my mind big time! 1 felt so 
happy and all the old feelings came 
rushing back... sad that I found out too 

late when both of us have our 


SuNDAY CROSSWORD 


‘own families... and angry why 
he never told me about his 
feelings. 

We are still good friends 


PREMIER CROSSWORD? By Frank A. Longo 
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PURPOSES 


and, although he's abroad, we 
keep in touch by phone and e- 
mail. When he visits, we dine 
out asa group. 

Is it ok to be honest with 
him and tell him how much 1 
loved him, too? I don't want to 
imply that want a relation- 
ship with him, but I just want 
him to know how I feel. 

BEST FRIEND IN LOVE 


Look at it this way You say he 
wrote you the "love poem" in 
1996 but you only discovered it 
in 2005. And you say you've not 
lost touch with him all these 
years. To top it all, both you and 
the guy have families of your 


pes 
лв Gar 


тре 


LI 


EMiLY's 
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Emily 
A. Marcelo 4 


own now. Breathe deeply and think. De- 
tach yourself for a moment from the giddy 
feeling and be a neutral, unemotional ob- 
server fora while. 

“The time it took you to get hold of his 
poem was nine years and your mind took 
another three cycles to read and fully un- 
derstand what he was tying to say to you. 

Tm sure it felt awesome to get a surprise 
like that. But unless you're unhappily mar- 
ей, or just plain bored with your husband 
and need some excitement to spice up 
your life, why do you even enterain 
thoughts of being “honest” with this guy 
about your “feelings? 

Whatever he felt for you 
decade old and he might n 
ber writing the “love poem” for you. IF he 
ever was interested in you, he could have 
followed up that poem with a phone call or 
another lener just to be sure you got his 


Monyeen Singson, whose can- 
cet of the colon is on remission, is 


inviting pilgrims to do the Stations 
of the Cross and pray the Rosary in 
Field of Faith in Barangay Lamot, 
Calauan, Laguna. Text Nene at 
0919-3781664. 

The Sisters of Mary in Silang, 
Cavite are inviting people to visit 
the spring of the Virgin of the Poor 
and Fr. Als Museum. 


But you didn't hear anything! Not 
then... and not even now that you are in 
constant communication with each other 
Te could have been just a case of him "lov- 
ing the girl he was near to” at that mo- 
‘ment, to paraphrase a song. 

You want to divulge to this guy what 
you think you feel for him present tense 
“and want moral support from me to do 
this, If that will make you happy, go ahead. 
But make it light, like it is an afterthought. 
State plainly and casually how you found 
just recently the poem he wrote to you 
nine years ago. 

Most men are afflicted with the short- 
term memory loss syndrome. You'll be 
lucky if he remembers it at ай. If he does 
but reacts differently from what you ex: 
pected, breathe a sigh of relief that it was 
justa case of much ado over nothing. 

Be thankful that that juvenile episode is 
finally over. No need to break up two fami- 
lies over a dead star. Then, will yourself to 
wake up from your reverie... and move on! 


Email the author at emarcelo@inquir- 
ercor.ph, subject Lifestyle, or send your let 
ters to Inque. Listen to Ms Marcelo co-host 
the program “Kalikasan Vigilante,” 7:15 
pm.8:30 p.m, Monday-Friday, on dwBR 
1043FM. 
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We welcome announcements of weddings and engagements. Sub. 
mit names of engaged couple, names of parents, date and place of 
wedding, and gown designer along with a photo of the couple and 
a sketch of the bridal gown, if any, to the Iuqumes, PO. Box 2353 
Makati Central Post Office 1263 Makati City. Email to 
lifestyle @inguirezcom ph. A photo of the bride and groom is re- 
quired ў the wedding has already taken place. Announcements 
willbe printed depending on space availabilty and at no cost to 
the senders. 
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CABALZA-OLIVA 

‘Chester Cabalza, son of Major Cesar and Lolita. 
 Cabalza, recently wed Anne Oliva, daughter of Dani- 
Jo and Francisca Oliva, at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
(St. Francis Square), Ortigas Center. Reception was 
held at Prestige Towers Penthouse, Emerald Ave., Or- 
tigas Center 


AYAB- 
ORILLANO 
Laurice Ann 
Orillano, daugh- 
ter of Ernesto 
and Belen Oril- 
lano, wil er- 
change vows 
with Roy Dennis Ayab, 
son of Loreto and 
Zenaida Ayab, at San 
Agustin Church, Inra- 
muros, Manila, on April 
16. Reception will be at 
Pato Victoria Sophia 
Gardens. Gowns of the 
emourage were de- 
signed and executed by 
Paul Rex Mateo of The 
Wedding Day. 
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OCAMPO-MENDIGO 

Doctors Frederick Palmos Ocampo and 
Mary Joy Catherine Saulog Mendigo, 
both graduates of the University of Sa 
Tomas College of Medicine, were recently 
married at the City Garden Hotel in Makati. 
‘The groom is the son of engineer Florenti- 
no and Asuncion Ocampo, while the bride. 
is the daughter of engineer Cesar and Hon- 
or Mendigo. Jorge Palmos of Palmos Wed- 
dings designed the bridal gown. 
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RES like this add to the appeal of San Beda's gardens. 


San Beda 
College's 
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i E blossoms, stands 
garden is mig 


‘an oasis of fp st Distinguished Вей: 


jn 1950, as the motif 


prayer and z 
silence' Ёз”, 7 е 6 


BRILLIANT red blooms of potted plants surrounding another fountain blend with the color at 
amid the 5 Я ‘the bottom of the building behir 


сасорһоп; 

phony ы = 
i i ANEW gate has been installed opposite the 

of city life Pakain ara 


AL IGEL stands guard at the wel 
A SECTION of the abbey is framed by an arched doorway leading toa maintained crypt- 
minimalist garden. 


ONE ofthe five fountains in the San Beda compound complementsa THE ROMAN garden, being part of the abbey VEGETATION hides а circular concrete bench. 
more contemporary landscape. ‘quiet contemplation. 


GEORGIA CLUB: 
MASTERPLANNING 


| LIFE AT THE 
UPPER CRUST 


The masterplan for Georgia Бо inspired and inspiring. е Georgia Club masterplan— 


H Club takes on a comprehensive With Georgia Club, the the unique theme, the homes, 
| scope as it puts together all the Lifescape” is one that is the amenities, the central 

components vital to creating a _exclusive—at the top tier. location and the accessibility— 
Ufescape"—a unique harmony Where one lives among one's combine to provide the setting 
il of property aesthetics and own. Initially spanning for a life most refined...life at 


functions that таке, for a life 30 hectares, the elements оЁ the upper crust. 


With Georgia Club, the Lifescape" 
is one that is exclusive--at the top tier, 
where one lives among one's own. 


The classic American southern home: 
à charming Old World setting for the 
upper crust life 


THE UNDERLYING ATTRACTION: 
A NUGGET OF AN OPPORTUNITY 


It's practically irresistible, this vision for Georgia Club. Masterplanned 
across an initial 30 hectares, Georgia Club in thriving Sta. Ro: 

an expansive, upscale property inspired by the communities of the 
American southern states. Georgia Club is an investment sure to. 
rise in the near future. Its value will grow in financial terms and in 
terms of a richer quality of life in a ma! community: 
With Georgia Club, you won't have to dig deep to see the attraction: } 
it's an opportunity that can only be described as golden. 


Don't miss this nugget of an opportunity. Get a Property Preview of 
Georgia Club, the star development along the South Luzon Expressway. 
Homes and lots and lots only available. Call 842 1251 or 842 1360 
or ckck www brittany-georgiaclub.com 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 


Republic ot the Philippines 
National Electrification Administration 


NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
GENERAL MANAGER 


FOR 


MASBATE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Pinamarbuhan, Mobo, Masbate 
Qualifications: 
30-50 YEARS OLD 
Male or Female 
Graduate of Business Administration, Engineering (Electrical, 
Mechanical, ECE), Accounting, Finance, Management or 
Behavioral Science 
Wih Masters Degree or Post-Graduate Degree prefered 
1 Must have at least five (5) years managerial experience.in a 
U-related business enterprise 
+ Computer iterate 
1 Моє be wiling to relocate with hisher family in Masbate 
Starting Salary P30,000.00 
‘Application forms and addtional information may be obtained from the 
insittonel Development Department, Sth Floor, NEA Bulideg, NIA Road, 
Diliman, Quezon Оду. Deadline for submission of application is on 
28 Арі 2008. 


(Sod) EDITA S. BUENO 
Administrator 


epublica na Раста 
Department ol Laba эла Employment 
OVERSEAS WORKERS WELFARE ADMINISTRATION 


Invitation to Apply for 
Eligibility and to Bid 
Re-bidding for the Provision of Medical Healthcare Services 
forall OWWA Employees for a Period of One (1) Year 


“The OVERSEAS WORKERS WELFARE ADMINISTRATION (OWWA), 
through the 2008 Corporate Budget tor the contract approved by the 
OWWA Board of Trustees, intends to apply me sum of five million four 
hundred fifty four thousand pesos (P5.454,000.00) being the 
Approved Budget or me Contract (ABC) 1o payments under he contract 
far the provision of medical healthcare services for OWWA 
employees, Bids received in excess of the ABC shal be automaticaly 
Tejected at Bid opening. 


THE OVERSEAS WORKERS WELFARE ADMINISTRATION (OWWA) 
‘ow re-inviles Bids from eligible Bidders for the provision of medical 
healthcare services through a Health Maintenance Organization 
(HMO) lor 303 OWWA employees including one (1) dependent for 
{Sach for a period of one (1) year. The efective date of the contract is 
Sune 21, 2006. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in 
‘Seaton i at the Bidding Documents, (TB. 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures 
апо nor-disereSonary pastal crtera as speclie inthe implementing 
Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) ol Republic Act 9184 (R A. 9184), 
Otherwise known as те "Government Procurement Reform Act” andis 
restricted to Pitpino ciizens/sole proprietorsnips, organizations with at 
Toast sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging 
loclizens ofthe Philippines, and to clizens or organizations of a country 
the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights ог privileges to 
Filipino citizens. pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5189) and subject 
to Commonwealth Act 138 (C.A. 138). Only Bids rom Bidders who pass 
the eig check wil be opened. The process for Ihe agility check 
Wil be opened. The process forthe eligibility check is described in 
Secton I ol the Bidding Documents, TB. Te bidder with tne Lowest 
Calculated Bid (LC8) shall advance lo the post-qualiication stage in 
order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to legal, technical 
and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be 
awarded lo the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (САВ) who 
Was determined as such during the post-qualileation procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain luther information rom the OWWA BAC 
Secretariat and inspect tne Bidding Documents atthe address given 
below Irom 8:00 to 5:00pm. 


Room 301, Third Floor, 


OWWA Center Building 
FB Harrison cor 


‘Street, Pasay City. 


A complete set o Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested 
Bidders от the above-named address and upon payment of a 
nonrefundable ee in he amount of one thousand five hundred pesos 
оту (Php1.500.00) staring April 06, 2006 trom 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
The methodol payment wil be cash or manager's check. The Bing 
Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or 
his authorized representative. 


The OWWA wit hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested partes 
‘on April 20, 2006 10:00am at Blas F. Ople Hall, Sth Floor OWWA 
Center Bullding, FB Harrison cor 7" Street, Pasay CIty. 


Bids and alibi requirements must bo delivered io the address below 
on or belore May 04, 2008 2:00 pm. All Bids must be accompanied by а 
Bid security in the form ol cash, or certified check or cashier's check 
ог bank draft or revocable letter of credit. Late bids shall not be 
accepted 


Big opening shall be on May 04,2006 2:00 pm at the Blas F. Ople Hall, 
5" Floor OWWA Center Bullding, FB Harrison cor 7” Street, Pasay 
City. Bids wil be opened in the presence ol me Bidders representatives 
who choose to atend at ine address below. 
The OWWA reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, o annul ine 
bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any ime prior 1o contract award, 
without hereby incurring any ашу to the elected Bidder or Bidders. 
Agency Overseas Workers Weltáre Administration 
Contract Person Di. Ma, Lourdes V. Reyes 
Address. OWWA Center Buting, FB Harrison cor^ 
Street, Pasay Gly 
8340170 
833-1010 
‘owwabac@ yahco com 


Telephone No. 
Facsimile No. 
Ела! Address 


(504) DIR. ALBERTO Q. VALENCIANO 
BAC Chairman 


There's never been a better time to work in one of the 
world's most exciting cities and to become part of 
Emst & Young UK's rapidly expanding success story. 


We're looking to recruit Chartered Accountants 
(Certified Public Accountants) with 3-4 years of high 
‘quality audit experience and a track record showing 
impressive technical expertise, along with proven 
communication and leadership skills 


You'll be given the chance to launch a genuine ‘global’ 


career with opportunities for rapid advance, supported 
by our first-rate teams and unrivalled resources. 


eas ma 2ore 


London calling 


To apply, please go to 
www.ey.com/uk/careers/auditoverseas and select 
your current country of residence. In return, we offer 
the opportunity to relocate to the UK for a minimum 
2-year assignment, a competitive salary outstanding 
benefits and relocation assistance, 


There are also a wide range of exciting opportunities 


based within our Philippines offices - 
go to www.ey.com/ph to find out more. 


Answer the call. 


ZIJ ERNST & YOUNG 


Quality In Everything We Do 


WANTED 
by a dynamic and progressive company 
dealing P household cleaning and baby care products 


KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER (Code: KAM) 
SUPERMARKET SPECIALIST (Code: SS) 


+ Mero Maras + Negros (Bacolod | Dumaguete) 
1 Cebo & Bonet 1 Paray (cto Вова Kalbe) 
1 Колеп Mindanao, 1 Davao / Gensan / Cotabato 

"Toi more nan 35 years old 

Stage graduais or tz equvalnt working experience 

шебшде good contacts wit supemartats and major read accounts 

inthe areas тооло 

‘wih escetent regetaton sas 

Tesporstie, dedcsted and mesutorerted 

Sg to Waveland wan чава anver's icense 
| огне appicaris may appiy in business аве at 55 Joy Stee. Grace 
ago, Quezon Gay wih own палит res test photo and employment 

Mésiunes. Provincial applicants may e-mail your application w 

frd. dynatrade yahoo.com wan contact по 


г 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested 
Contactors, registered with the Phisppine Contractors Accredtation Board 
(PCAB) and classed, at least, as Category C and D. IAC Smal. Sub- 
Category B. Specialy in Electrical Works or General Bulding - Building & 
дшда Plant and have completed within tho asi ten (10) years at least 
one tt) supply, delivery, instanton, testing and commissioning of electrical 
struton system contract amounting о at least ity percent (50%) ol he 
approved budget o apply for elgbiity and to bid forthe project 


SUPPLY, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND 
COMMISSIONING OF THE BOHOL EXPANDED RURAL. 
ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT STAGE I, SCHEDULE 1 (5 SITIOS) 
EDC 06-039 


The Approved Budget is PRP 1,089,429.51 chargeable against PNOC-EDC 
fund. The contract duration is 110 calendar days. 
“Application forma for ебу and the bidding documents may be secured 
ftom the PNOC-EDC Contracts Administration Group (c/o F.T. Taibas local 
5179) staring April 3, 2006 upon payment ot a non-refundable lee ol Pesos: 
Опе Thousand (PhP 1,000.00} 
‘Ste inspection is on April 25-26, 2006. For he purpose ol caring certain 
‘Seven, a pre id conference wil be held on April 28, 2006 2:00 p.m. al he 
BAC Conference Room. First Foor, Bulking V, Energy Centr, Mert Нога. 
For Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Mania. 
‘Application for elei and sealed bids shal be received by ne PNOC-EDC 
Contracts Adminstration Group, First Floor, Воо V, Energy Center. 
Merit Road, For Bonfacio, Taguig, Metro Mania not lator than 2:00 p.m. 
(Contracts Administration Group Office Well Clock Time) ol May 9, 2008 
and shal be public opened immediately thereat. 
PNOC-EDC reserves the right lo reject any or aš bids or parts there, 1o waive 
any niomaly therein, ю accent such bids or o award any рал ol he work 1o 
элу bidder whose bid is considered most advantageous 1o PNOC-EDC 

The Chairman 

Bide ага Awards Commitee 


каблан NS EDISON 
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FOR SALE 


| MOSLER BANK VAULT DOOR} 


@PIMSAT Colleges 


An ISO 3001-2000 Cone ws aking college 
a agapan Cay. Pangan NEEDS WITHTINE DELAY 


ков. senan | 
VICE PRESIDENT Speer 


FACULTY MEMBERS 20тх0.95т | 


ered apc may send asam Php 500,000.00 each 
ar mi ia pana к Tel no: 632-1010 loc 65 


Send 
your 
resume 
instantly. 


oom 33 Data Шр. West Avene, QC 
ori PINSAT Callas, 
Nadaan Diari, agape City 
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FREE ASSESMENT 
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DDBP «н 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting interested bidders to apply for eligibiliy 
Ad to bid for ino Supply. Delivery and installation of the folowing Equipment: 


‘Guaniity | Approved 
| Budget | 
Source of 
Fund: DSP 
Find 
P 2200090 


Equipment 


Document Scanner 


CLASSIFIEDS. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 


Topic ol wa Picos. 
Previa of Occo Mindoro 
ot Sia. Cruz 
OFFICE OF THE BAC CHAIRMAN 
Second Agrarian Reform 
Coney Development Project ARCOP U) 


INVITATION TO RE-BID (ITB) 
x=, 
ааа م‎ 
Ec a 


‘Duplicating Machine P 550,000.00 


51,800,000 | 
P 630,000.00 
P 250,000.00 


Microfiming Machine 
Mulimedia (LCD) Projector 
Phoroptor Head 


‘Suppl, Delivery, instalation, Testing and | 
Commissioning of Four (4) units 3 Tonner and 

‘One (1) unit 2 Tonner Airconditioning Unit for 
DBP Head Office and Commonwealth Branch. | | 


P 385,000.00 


"Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening 


Expected Date of Delivery 
‘Schedule of Activities 


june 2006 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


ROSITA R. MANALANG 


pezssed ROSTAR MANALANG aka ROSE MANALANG 
fei fest known address al 1434 Ramirez SL 
Ралчев Homes, Barangay Sun Valey. ParaRaque Cy 
iho sucia wanani этен issue by e Перата! 
Ti Costo Quezon Cay. Branch 227 п батка! Cases 
Nos 1363464 tor Guides Tht, 


For any ilomaton leading to Бе arai ol sal accused, 
ease cl. M Ғолотаю Bonoan ci Mason Realy and 
Msragerent Сэр, at tieghone nos. 7124813 an] 
TUAE А ний wa be geo. үш-мнант 


Particulars Date Venue 


Pre-Bidding Conference Apri 18, 2006 (Tuesday) at 


00 a.m. 


Боо, DBP Bulking, 
Makati City 


“On orbelore 9:00 a.m. of 
May 2, 2006 (Tuesday) 


Submission of Egy 
Requirement Documents, 
Technical and Financial 
Proposals 


BAC Secretariat, FFG 
DBP Building, Makati Cay 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


‘Opening of Eligibility 
Requirement Documents, 
Technical and Financial 
Proposals (Prospective 
bidders are encouraged to 
witness this activity) 


Way 2, 2006 (Tuesday) at 
4:30 p.m. 


оог DBP Buiding, 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the 
BA ВА 9184, and is restricted to Filipino citizens or organizations with at least sixty 
percent (60%) interest belonging to cilzens of the Philippines and must have been authorized 
рат те Supply, Delivery and Installation of the aforesaid Office Equipment for 
бедер three (3) years. Only Bids from Bidders who passed the eligibility check will be 
бөлеп. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall undergo the post quaitication 
Shige in order to finaly determine responsiveness of the bid to technical and financial 
оао тете of the project. The contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated 
Ж Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during post-qualiication 
procedure, 


Interested parties may download these forms at www.devbankphiLeom.ph and at the 
тогоо Procurement Service of the Department of Budget and Management. Prospective 
Bidders may secure the bid documents and Elgbilty Requirement Forms from the BAC 
Secretariat. 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City, upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
depending on the total amount of the approved budget of the contract of a particular 
lebe the prospective bidder intends to bid. Only those prospective bidders who bought 
the bid documents will be allowed to attend the pre-bidding conference scheduled on 
April 18, 2006. 


“The Bank reserves the right to reject any and all bids, annul the bidding process, or not award 
the contract at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any lability to the 
affected bidder or bidders. 


For further inquiries, please сай telephone numbers 8125702/6189511 loc. 2610 


Bids and Awards Committee 


Republic of the Philippines 
National Economic and Development Authority 
Caraga Regional Office 
Nimta Tiu Bldg. J. Rosales Ave., Butuan City 
Telefax No. (085) 342-5613, (085) 341-7685 
Emaii add: isp neda Gcaraga bayandsLoh. 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
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ANTONINO S. GARCIA, JR. 


| coses ANTONINO S GARCIA win tast known adres 
1444 Wenca St, Sampaloc. Mania, в бе sed dia 
матап of aree leased by tha Rajonal Теа Сом al 
|C zon Ct Branch 227 in Cara Cases Nos. 130044-49 | 
trusted Tel. 


[For олу ilan leading o ast ol said accused 
[ease col M Forno М. Bonoan of Mission Realy a 
Bangaan Gaga шийше те. LABO ao] 
HEARNE A накі wil be gen. допала 


San Carlos Cay. Pangasinan 
Tel. # 532.2222 / 532-3146 


INVITATION TO BID 
Tha Central Pangasinan Electric Cooperative, inc. (CENPELCOJ wih ofice 
rese ai Padus SL. San Caro Сау. Pangasinan indies al чае bidders 
{or the supply of labor and materiis tor me construction ol 69 KV sub- 
transmission tne from Lingayen substation up to the proposed 7.5 MVA 
maley substation al Moaniey St, Binmaley, Pangasinan. 
TOTALLENGIM - 3590 Mometer 
Interested quad bidders may obtain completa informatio re: Design and 
psctcatons of the proposed project upon submission ol a Letter of Intent 
‘peter wan тег ates company poll and payment of non-refundable fee 
ive Hundred Pesos (PRP 500.00) staring Apt 17, 2008. 
Sitrission di sealed tid wa be on Ара 28, 2005 (Friday) и 200 РМ (400 rs at 
ELE man ce, Pada St, Sen Cates Cay. Pangasinan wherein you bid 
"аре opened n your presence or rat of your презела. 


e CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 


p 
Mi rette исереп. 
CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. 
WAVE ANY OF THE REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS 
THE BIDS ONLY DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
COOPERATIVE. 
(S94) RODRIGO F. CORPUZ 
PBAC Chairman 
Noted by 
(698) ENGR. EDGARDO А. PIAMONTE 
аме Опово Supervisor 


NOTICE ТО THE PUBLIC 


Notice is hereby given to the public that 
ТАЕНЕ JOY E. MAGBANUA, whose picture 
appears above, is no longer an employee of 
PARAMOUNT LIFE & GENERAL 
INSURANCE CORPORATION - Davao 
Service Office, with office address: Rooms 
205-208, GCL Building, 110 Elpidio Quirino 
Street, Davao Cty, effective March 6, 2006. 


‘Any transaction entered nto with Ms. IRENE 
JOY E. MAGBANUA will not be honored by 
PARAMOUNT LIFE & GENERAL INSURANCE 
CORPORATION after the said date. 


visit us at: 
www jobmarketonline.com 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Department of Science and Technology 


Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and. 


Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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of Education — Pro 
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Global, local employers post almost 50,000 
opportunities in Phil-Jobnet system 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOY- 
‘nent (DOLE) sald job opportunities numbering around 
50,000 are currently available on-line to job searchers, 
as posted by local and global employment providers in 
the country's computerized PhilsJobnet system. The 
DOLES Bureau of Local Employment (BLE) reported to 
Tabor and Employment Secretary Patricia A. Sio Tomas 
thar some 65 percent of these are local job opportuni- 
iis, while 35 percent consist of overseas vacancies. 

“There are a total of 1,200 position iles with vacancies 
in the Phib.Jobnet system provided by some 107 em- 


ployer as of March 27, 2006, the BLE said. The BLE 
ded that many of these opportunities require college 
vel or graduates, some are open to high school gradu- 
мез, and most require no or less than a year of 
experience at work Sto. Tomas said thatthe Рай Jobnet 
‘Sytem continuously provides opportunities to job seek- 
з on a year-round бав, which may vary in numbers 
ss these are filed up and replenished by employers. The 
Philcbnet system is accesible ro both job searchers 
and employers 24/7 at its Internet address of 
Wr philobe or www dole gov ph 
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available at the Pr 
<urement Service, 5 
Floor Mabini Bldg. 
DepED Complex, 
Meralco Ave., Pasig 
City on or before April 
19. Interested parties 
may call tel. nos. (02) 
636.6542 or (02) 633- 
9343, look for Ruth 
Romano or Teresa 
Pulgar 
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Н maln ГУЧ 
My soul glorifies the Lord... 


y For I always do the "y g Father. 
SR. MARY ESPER. 


inl 


nakahabol kang kant 
1 total giving of Bel for 


‘with hee boots on. 


as Gs 


your prayerful remembrance. You a 
gift of “HOPE.” 


Î Pk, Marikina Ci 
š 


ГА. QUIRINO, RGS. 
ora hes í 


Shepherd Sister, 
ye itegrity of creation. 


he worked tales (On Ur 
‘The Pil кис! тї Sisters and her family request 


ited to join us at the Buphrasian Chapel, 
1043 Aurora Blvd., Quezon City, in thankihg our Shepherd God for giving us the 


mw d o pan 1 arp 


NG 


* EFREN BUNAG 
TRIVINO 


PASSED AWAY IN THE GRACE OF OUR LORD 
On April 8, 2006 at the age of 95. 
His loving wife Lourdes (+); children 
Fermina, Cecilia, Vicente and Menchi, 
Ursula and Tom, Antonio and Perla, 
Albert, Victor, Rosario and Rick; 
grandchildren Michael, Anthony and 
Jennifer, Jessica, Kim, Crissie, Mark and 
Nicky; brothers Edilberto (t), Clodualdo (t), 


ek 
LAN 


Luz, and Oscar (t); relatives and friends 


Message of C) Ranks 


We, the family of the late 


Atty. Dulce Marie Magsambol - Fadri 
who passed away in the Grace of our Lord on March 27, 2006 


request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Chapel D, 
Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, 
Makati City until noon of Monday, 
April 10, 2006. Wake will 


“y 


SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 


RATE 
PIAS per column centimeter 


este TD 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon. 

Day before publication 


ONESIMO C. ARJONA 
Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
‘on April 5, 2006 at the age of 71. 


Interment will be today, April 9, 2006 in 
Rizal, Laguna after the 1:00 p.m. Mass 


ELYSIUM 
Gardens 
Columbarium a 
modern / 
classical 
columbarium 


conveniently 
located at 277 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and sincerest appreciation to all of 
you, our relatives and friends, near and far, who spend precious time 
with us, sent flowers, mass cards, letters of sympathy, gave donations and 


4 


Avenue, Quezon City, 


follow at Boac, Marinduque. 
e Cathedral Heights compound bounded 


e 


wat 


DEN 


who, in countless ways, expressed your love, concern and support in 
celebrating Dulce's coming home to her Creator. 


“If you knew how much I love you, you'd cry for joy” 
Medugorje 


MARIANO PLATON DEL ROSARIO 


bor in Baao, Camarines Sur on November 26, 1912 


i 


"In peacé ^ 
Isball both 
lie down and 
$ sleep 
for You alone 
Lord make me 
secure.” 
(Psalm 4:9) 
Í 


and grandchildren. 


ANITA JUANENGO FUENTES ”2 | 


Passed away in Toronto, Canada on Tuesday, March 28, 2006. 

Sheis survived by daughter Cecile and son Joey Magsipok: 
daughter-in-law Lennette and grandchildren John, Charisse 
and Kevin (+). She leaves behind brothers Alfonso, Alberto 
‘Armando and Antonio (+) Juanengo, their spouses, children 


‘peacefully joined his Creator оп April 6, 2006. 


His children: Aida, Nardito, Salve, Fidel. Lino, Salome, 
Nona (t). Mariano, Jr.. Jose, Deborah, Tomas, and Manuel: 
his grandchildren: and his sole surviving brother Most Rev. 
Manuel P. Del Rosario, D.D. request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, 


The cremation will be on Wednesday, April 12, 2006, 


71 
4 


i 


12:30 p m at La Funeraria Paz Crematorium, Araneta Avenue, 
Ë Quezon Ciy. 
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HIMLAYANG PILIPINO PLANS, INC. 
Triumph Building, 1610 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 
To : ALL OUR AVAILING SPONSORS/GUARDIANS and SCHOLARS 


As early as the fourth week of Apri 2006, we shall be releasing check payments for 
your College Education Program and Elementary and High School Assistance for the 
Coming school year under your ASSURED COLLEGE EDUCATION (ACE) PLAN with 
us. 


It you have not yet claimed your check/beneft, please go to our Claims Department, 
eth Floor, Triumph Building, 1610 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City with telephone nos. 
3927-9671 to 75/926-8371 or any of our branches where you purchased your ACE Plan. 


“Thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve you and your families. 


Himlayang Pilipino Plans, Inc. Management 


без тооп ти and ma ABC per tem hab pad 
То tun ap, Оос бирнн. Bare Arenas Pang Gy. argon Apt 1, 2008-909 
Еа 


(ep ty. сло maue: w vonesa 


Ocean Sky (han (Zen) Monastery 


Соте and join us in the new Zen Meditation class! 
Beginning Zen meditation & 
Fundamental Buddhism Concepts 


04/20/2006 Thu. 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. No Prerequisites 
"All classes are free and open to the public. 


716 Jose Abad Santos St., 
‘San Juan, Metro Manila 
Tel: 632-7236132 • Fax: 632-7224400 


OCHS Grand Alumni Homecoming 


‘THE QUEZON CITY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI Association, inc. will hold its 15” 
General Assembly and Grand Alumni Homecoming today at he school campus. It 
ls hosted by Batch 1 with Batch G6 as co-host. 


This year's honorees are Ie SiverJublartans, Batch '81; the Pearl Jutiiarians, 


Batch 76; the Ruby Jublarins, Batch 66, and he Golden Jubilarans, Batch 56. 
Registration stars at 200 p m. Moti is South Paci, 
For more details, please contact: Cel Cuvin, 81, 0917-622-7246; Divina Paz C. 
Sacramento, '66, 825-0127, 826-3196; Tita Peñaranda Montinoia, 56, 222-7087: 
and Art Dialogo, Secretary, 416-4898. 


PAG-IBIG FUND EXTENDS FINANCING FOR MURCIA LGU HOUSING 


Vice President Noli de Castro, concurrent Chairman of the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC) and the Pag-IBIG Board of Trustees, 


congratulates Murcia Mayor Esteban Coscolluela during the signing of the Memorandum 


of Understanding between the Pag-IBIG Fund and the Mur 
fast track the development and implementation of the Municipal Employees Housing 
Development program. The project, which is expected to benefit about 200 employees 
of the Murcia Municipal government, is a joint venture of the LGU and the Gawad 
Kalinga. Also in photo are Tony Meloto, Executive Director, Gawad Kalinga, and Atty. 
Miro Quimbo, President and CEO, Pag-IBIG Fund. 


MORE RELIABLE POWER FOR CALBAYOG AND ADJACENT TOWNS 
National Transmission 

Corporation President Alan 

Ortiz (extreme right) and 

local government officials of 

‘Samar led the ground- 

breaking rites for the 

P865.5 million Wright- 

Calbayog transmission line 

project in Calbayog City 

recently. Participating in 

the event were (from left) 

Calbayog City SP Member 

Regina Rabuya, Sta. 

Margarita Vice-Mayor 

Edwin A. Pueblos, Calbayog OIC Vice-Mayor Noel Sermense, SAMELCO Gen. Manager 
Leovigildo Ancheta, San Jorge Vice-Mayor Marcelina D. Yu, Transco ROW Manager 
Erwin Hermosa, Asst. VP Oscar Camerino, Calbayog T/L Project Manager Libertino C. 
Villaluna, and Calbayog City Mayor Mel Senen S. Sarmiento. 


local government unit to 


е of Quezon City and 


announce that its construction is now 
8596 completed and is now ready for 
use. It offers indoor and outdoor garden 
vaults made out of Italian Marble and 
travertine stones, in a serene garden 
setting. Please call our Marketing Office 
at 723-6494 / 723-7651 / 723-6335. 


“There isan.” 
~ appointed time for 
everything, 
and a time for every 
affair under the 


beaven..;" 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 


CREBA launches 
SPACE: Magazine 


THE CHAMBER OF REAL ESTATE BUILDERS 
Association, Inc. (Creba, Inc) launched its official 
magazine, SPACE Explorations in Modern Living 
during its Monthly Business Meeting at Hotel 
Intercontinental Макан last March 20 presided over 
by ts National President Pedro C. Taro. According 
to Editha L. Manansala, Creba, Inc.'s VP for Public 
Relations, and SPACEs Executive Publisher, the 
magazine was primarily conceptualized as a 
‘magazine that goes beyond real estate and construc- 
tion, as it also encompasses lifestyle, business, 
leisure and travel. It is a magazine that caters to the 
needs not only of insiders but also of investors, 
speculators and direct consumers. Creba Interna- 
tional Foundation, In s (СІН) President Purita R. 
Soliven also adds thal, SPACE» gives maximum 
Valve and ult to both advertisers and readers by 
delvering a quality magazine that will have both 
local and global reach аз it captures the more than 
4000 members of Creba and will be the main 
vehicle of Creba Internationa in its marketing road 
shows. The magazine wil have three (3) man 
sections; Living Space that wil cover people, events 
and places; Sightings that will promote regional 
developments and tourism havens; and Pipeline 
which will be а complete information guide for 


{ balikbayan ang OFWs. s frst sue wil come out 


оп May 19, 2006. For more information please call 
Cora Fabro, Creba secretariat at (832) 373-2272 or 
(632) 373-2273. 


Rebap on the road 


THE REAL ESTATE BROKERS ASSOCIATION OF the 
Philippines, Inc. (Rebap) currently headed by Emily 
Q. Duterte is reaching out to all realty practitioners 
with the intention of prolessionalizing and furthering 
the practice of the realty trade. Starting with the 
present Rebap setup and membership. the associa- 
Bon has launched a nationwide campaign, through 
its “Rebap on the Road; Linking Real Estate Brokers 
Nationwide” program, to improve ts relationships 
with Brokers and realy practitioners Including 
government agencies or offices that affect the 
profession. The original intention was to visit and 
‘date local Rebap Chapters but it turned out to be 
ıa more practical and beneficial act И we visit the 
local oficial as well. Lately, courtesy calls were 
made to some of tne Offices ofthe Register of 
Deed, Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Assessors 
Office and the Treasurer Office to develop more 
harmonious working relations and with tne en 

View of enhancing and faclitating transactions while 
minimizing red tape and gralt and corruption, if not 
to eliminate t. This practico will go on and on until 
Rebap is well known nationwide, and maybe 
internationally, as an association of quality and 
professional realty business practtioners. Realty 
Practitioners, more particularly those who are not 
yet members of any relly organization are encour 
aped to contact ће REBAP Secretariat at lol 
numbers 373-22-80, 373-22-81 or vis us at 
hapnational@yahoo.com or at 2" floor Craba Bldg 
Roces Ave. Quezon City. Interested parties may als: 
contact Rebap Members or Chapters near thelr 
residences or place of business practice. 


RATES бїт och 
e is шеге foro айенветене P per esha eee er Sonda 
SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 m n d 


= paaa DEADLINES 
Philippine Copyright 1995 . ine. SX] psd pry Sunday and” fer reservations / cancelation / corrections 
Suid ney cite. Trey 12:00 noon 


Where You Find The Best. ELI! 


pp 


€ - Wer ji. 


And the world thinks so, too. 


University professor, broadcaster, international thespian, and call center , 
professional. Titles that have built a diverse training team whose competence and 
experience ensure first-rate delivery of global training programs. 


Filipino Competence. 
We are looking for individuals with passion for learning and drive for success. 


INBOUND CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 

(Commonwealth, Makati, Ortigas, or Alabang) \ 
Give answers, close sales, and provide solutions to customers of top companies in 
telecommunications, finance, and entertainment. \ 


OUTBOUND CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 

(Commonwealth, Makati, Ortigas, or Alabang) 

Gather feedback, do follow-ups, and facilitate collections among customers of 
leading organizations in research, finance, and roadside assistance. 


"TECHNICAL CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 

(Commonwealth, Makati, or Ortigas) 

Troubleshoot technical problems, provide step by step Instructions, and help "1 

customers of premier Internet service providers get back online. 1 w 

INBOUND MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONISTS - 

(Makati) i 

investigate caller inquiry through client systems, utilizing healthcare knowledge In , 

responding to hospitale, physicians, and other medical providers. Candidates must 

EN favo medical background. \ 

E m x \ 
AY OPERATONS MANAGER 

Coemnomessitn) 

{Commonweal ting team leadera, ensuring optimum client service ls ma, planing for 

Gegen need and pamana denne stis. 


We invite you to join our walk-in activity at our) ; Technical Customer Ca Representatives may call 6318230 or email thelr resumes 
,, Commonwealth Site from April 10-12, 2006 aan Menday to Frey, sar to tm as a wan applet and 
m and experience ONE DAY PROCESSING experience faster processing. c š 


е accept walk-i ае on Si turdays from 9 am to 1 pm except 
PEN 
Romita " JJ £ 
лай your resume io philippin recruitment comis com à HI { 
pr HON 
Е Е, 


nter, #46 Dx »Ave.corSakedo Equitable Cyberzone. 1150 Espaha Boulevard 


Marcos A — tinlupa City cor Padre Campa St 


V 


1688 Sampaloc, Manila 


We otter an atraclive compensation and benefits packages. Additional rewards and incentives are given 1ê top CONVERGYS 


performing agents. Applicants with resume, NBI Clearance, TIN and SSS number will be prioritized. s 
Outthinking Outdoing 
For information on how to apply, text CVG HELP to 2308 Globe/Touch Mobile or to 2951 Smarl/AMP/Talk & Text 


A progressive company engaged in the manufacturing of 
consumer products offers great career opportunities for 


‘aggressive professionals in the following areas/jobs: ( 'TOPIGS 
P 


IT TECHNICIAN / LAN ADMINISTRATOR 'ROGRESS IN PIGS 
* Male/Female between 23-28 years od 
1 Bachelors Degree in Computer Science 
Proficient in Windows NT, XP and Microsoft Exchange 
£ Esperenced in network administration and design, LAN and WAN 


TOPIGS Philippi: is ing fc 2 
FINANCE & CONTROL ASSOCIATES prose кэн Nag E qupa mag Ses 
+ Male/Female between 21-25 years old Com 'OPIGS Philippines, with its headquarters in Ortigas Center, Pasig City is one 


1 Graduate ot BS Accountancy, preferably CPA Company: А < maki 

Бодит in MS Applicators, Database ot the market leaders in the field of pig genetics in The Philippines. TOPIGS Philippines is 
+ Logical organized and have eyes for deals an affiliate company of TOPIGS International, a growing, innovative and one of the biggest 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY worldwide operating pig breeding companies from and for pig producers with its 


+ Female between 25-30 years oid, dynamic and resouetut A 
Ce ренеп 2290 years o headquarters in The Netherlands. 


та coc tars experience in administrative support functions including, but not 
2 ioi 1o raton cl unes coran TOPIGS Philippines is seeking for a candidate for the position of 


1 Excellent oral and written communication. 


COMPANY NURSE, GENERAL MANAGER 


S Nu expetence in Pe fel of nursing, eihar industiai or hsp sting à 
tet one yard patono Lei The GM reports directly to the company area manager and has profit responsibility for the 


s Computer Merate business. The General Manager will manage all aspects of the business operations 
PRODUCTION & MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN including production of breeding animals, sales and marketing of TOPIGS breeding animals 
Male between 21-25 years old and services, customer relations, delivery performance, staffing, contract negotiations, 
Graduate Engineering course, Petra AI Courses may aiso be considered purchasing, planning, forecasting, budgeting and administration. 
— orate ears d a 
computer! Knowledge/Skil equi ents: 
SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT / какын 


LOGISTICS ASSOCIATES ‘Academic training (master's or bachelor's degree) and work experience in the 
WU aaa a nt : livestock industry (preferable in the pig industry) at management level 
Back Bea, kamang aiba nes Naan ear Hands on manager with conviction and perseverance who can work under 
Ieper тиси иннин н тнв porn. positi 
[n mae oes gare! iod Demonstrated management and leadership capabilities, able to make decisions 
1 Gon command o oral and witten communication independently. 
JUALITY ASSURANCE ASSOCIATES Proven skills in marketing knowledge and technology. 
` Marana ven 21,25 years ой Is capable to develop integrated concepts: 
ata pound wi ha Sbove-mentoned discipines and in statistics and analytical methods Proven communication skills: 
1 Balara Well-developed interactive/presentation skills to communicate effectively detailed 
BRAND MANAGER factual and conceptual information/strategies to internal and external audiences 
+ Malorremalo between 2530 years ci either on a one-to-one base. Well developed influence/interview/negotiation skills 
үкүш Ш-Н аа tad communication strategy andlor to serve the complex personal and business service needs of prospects and 
Pista Galeng n marketing suatages. clients. 
[ATE e 
1 Сотошегйеше TOPIGS Philippines offers an interesting and many-side job in an ambitious and growing 
MARKETING RESEARCH SPECIALIST international organization. TOPIGS Philippines is prepared to offer a competitive salary and 
< Malo Female between 23-28 yen oid benefits package to the right candidate including training and education. 
Т La BER mejor Mit conan, Stt, Management 
ВЕЕ рет А Please forward your resume to TOPIGS Philippines Inc. at info @topigsphil.com before May 
2 бозган mal euct етот тоса, quite & quanttatve study | | 4.2006. 
2 Kamweipetti9 in papala потрае banas para : 
oov and know cument business ons 


sin ora and witenconmuncaton sts For more information you may contact Mr. Henk Janssen at 


n 

AREA SALES MANAGER (for GMA) k anssen@TOPIGS com 
матек, gual of BSBA or Engineering 
Жетуге; Pears жой emetence P Te rate tai 
[I pg common иле 
— r 
Bana Free етт 1S varous management models 
еа 


KEY ACCOUNT МАМАСЕК 
Male/Female, graduate of BSBA or Engineering 
At least tros years work experience in the related field 
ту sled in the sald work discipline 
аа буот and can apply and intamalize business models 
Excetent oral and writen communication skits 
Personable, aggressive, assertive, diligent 

1 Open minded, Тее and can adapt to various management models 

Must know how to dive. 


DISTRIBUTION MANAGER (for Region 1 & GMA) 
* Male/Female, graduate of BSBA or Engineering 
1 А оа 5-8 years work experience in FMCG, knowledgeable in BCP, territorial and daily 


Li ' 3 
$ ^ the 
oe OI Word 
DRIVERS” U BI = YO 


+ Hoider of professional divers license. 5 


1 A least 10 years of diving experience E 
2 Excellent driving sis and habits 
"We invite applicants to send their comprehensive resumé and transcript of records 1o: ч 


THE HR MANAGER 
MAILBOX 70, 


w. 1 

LKG TOWER, 6801 AYALA AVE. HINGE-INQUIRER PUBLICATIONS, the fst-rising magazine nit of не Inquirer, hi, 
LEE ‘Group chat publishes PC Magazine Philippines, mPH Magazine, Swing, Burn and: у 
Yuka magazine has immediate openings for the following positions: mai 


* Public Relations Coordinator * Accountant 
* Production Coordinator * Sales Manager 


| 5 Anse e 
CHATEAU {Graphic Arts 

Sae‏ ا sed iy pa‏ م ج 
serata‏ 


و و PORTICO‏ 


Practical, actual, real-world training - for FREE! 


HIP is also opening a limited number of slots for Mass Communication interns, those needing: 
то finish practicum requirements or students seeking on-the-job-training opportunities in 
The magazine indusery Whe knows? It might be your inside track to a future job in journalism 
рае ала publishing! 
ЄНДЕАО — рам 
== Ай you need to be is a graduating or 4th year college student in a related course. Submit а 
deer of request from your school and your biodata personally to our office at Suite 330, 
Mile Long Bullding, Amorsolo cor. Herrera Sts., Makati MM during office hours 
Malesa 28 to 35 yes н. and wait for our call. 
Graduate TAHAR or ey related or ver coarse. 
manawa feste, tos uray management амы. 
Jen yen тесе ктм erence 


Greenbelt y 


SHIFT MANAGERS. 
Atlast 25 1935 years оа. 
ase 2 years work expefence w restaurant A basque operatien: 


AUTO CAD OPERATOR 


D 
EIE ren Сатым. OPPORTUNITY 
BERGA ANOUN несине И 
Ree sean 
симе sho SUPERVISOR w ENGG KNOCKS BUT 
porre Ae arao BL 
E ” ONCE. 

rota eta it may2. 2000) p 


Gems Rises esent ron NG Read il every Sunday with the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


. YOUR EXPECTATIO 


\ We are seeking highl 
individuals! a 


REQUIREMENTS: 


* Graduate of 2 to 4 year college program 


+ Undergraduates with minimum of two (2) years college education 


+ Proficiency in communicating in English, verbal and written 
+ Computer literate with good typing speed and accuracy 

* High analytical ability 

+ Flexible and can work with minimal supervision 

+ Willing to work in shifting schedule or permanent night shift 
+ Willing to work in Alabang area 


ONE DAY PROCESSING! 
Please bring the following: 

* Resume 

* Two (2) passport size photos 

< Valid identification card with photo 


z 
= 


ТО APPLY: 
Walk-i 
On the following Dates: 

April 10 to 12,2006 

April 17 to 21,2006 

Apply at: Metropolis Mall, Busin 
4th Floor, Metropolis Star, South 
Alabang, Muntinlupa 

Email: 


XA 


Mondays thru Fridays - 8AM to 8PM 


ess Center, Function Rooms E 1-6 
Superhighway 


ecruitment@amdatex.com 


PEC 
Solutions 


fl 
| NURSES REQUIRED FOR IRELAND | 


FLEURDELIZ BULIGAN FLORENDO 
ILIGANCITY 


EVELYN M. MUPADA 
ZAMBOANGA CITY 


THESE NURSES WERE HIRED IN LESS THAN MONTHS; WHY WAIT 
FOR2-3 YEARS TOGO TO THE USA? 


THEY WERE HIRED WITHOUT “PERSONAL INTERVIEWS” interviews were done 
through video-conferencing in our office. WHY WAIT FOR ENDLESS SCHEDULES FOR 
HOSPITAL DIRECTORS TO COME HERE? 


Salary range €2,300 to €3,300 (Php 150,000.00 — 
Php 205,000.00) per month 


awaiting approval 
Nurses with IELTS (6.5 Band Score) 
No Placement Fees. Free air travel. Accommodation allowance. 


We have an URGEN T requirement in conjunction with the biggest 
Heath Gare Placement companies in Ireland, Medical Recruitment 
Specialist, Dublin. (POEA ACR, # 0602-R12300000153) 
Submit your detailed resume with recent 2x2 picture, ABA Approval, IELTS result. 
Resumes should be supplied in Microsoft Word format and sent as an email 
Sttachment or on diskette or CD: 
FIL-HR Manpower Development Corp. 
(POEA LC. No. 5$4-18-112202-R) 
101-E Ramon Aboitz Street, Cebu Cty — | мештен 
@ та: 032 254 7833 / 032 253 1100 / ~ 
эз anpor — 0926-2905736 (ook for Aida) 
шаң)! ира заны 
Oot унам D таша 


Branches: Makati / Quezon City / Tlo-ilo / Davao 
BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS!!! For Manpower Pooling Only! 


NAME] Polytechnic Institute. 
123 A. Мама. Mandaluyong Cay 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


ACCOUNTANTIAUDITOR 


It you are: 
= CPA 
— Male or Female / 23-28 yrs. of age 
= Computer Literate 
= With experience in Manufacturing 
particularly Printing/Publishing 
Please send your resumé via email at: 
bookmanGinfo.com.ph 


High School Department 
Needs 


Licensed Teachers 
1n Filipino, MAPEH, Computer 
Registered Librarian 
Guidance Counseilor 


Please call tel.: 531-7328 or see Principal 


Business Processing 
Services, Inc. 


“AIG INTERNATIONAL GROUP, INC. (AIG) is a fortune 500 company and the world's 


leading international insurance and financial зе 
approximately 130 countries. 


vices organization, with operations in 


AIG member companies serve commercial, institutional and individual 


customers through the most 


extensive worldwide property-casualty and life 


insurance networks of any insurer. AIG's global businesses also include 


financial services, retirement 


savings and asset management. The common 


stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, as well as the stock 


X, exchanges in London, Paris, 


Switzerland and Tokyo. 


AIG Business Processing Services, Inc. (AIG-BPSI) is a business process 


outsourcing (BPO) company 


serving the needs of AIG American General Life 


Insurance Companies. AIG-BPSI invites you to be part of its pioneering and 
fast-growing operations. Successful candidates will undergo intensive training 


and can look forward to a fin 


Business Processing Specialists 


You wil be reporting to the Team Leader and will be 
responsible to perform and complete process 
transactions according to prescribed standards and 
ensure that qualty requirements are achieved. 

Job Requirements: 


* Graduate of any four-year course preferably in the 
medical feld š 


Excellent verbal and writen English 
communication skills 
+ Can perform multiple tasks accurately and 
Independently "RE 
+ Above average analytical sklis 
* Abilly to make sound decisions under pressure 
and work effectively in a fast-paced environment 
+ Ablity to analyze and interpret medical 
terminology i 
* Wiling to work in the night shift t 


Please submit your resume with a 2x2 pi 


ancially rewarding and enriching career. 


Call Center Specialists 


You will be reporting to the Call Center Team 
Leader and will be responsible for handling 
customer inquiries, providing general information 
on the company's products and services and, -, 
processing requests of customers to update -< 
policy information. ° 


Job Requirements: 
+ Graduate of any fouryearcourse j $ 


* Excellent verbal and written English ° 
communication skills 


+ Can perform multiple tasks accurately and + 
Independently мда ^ 


; Strong interpersonal and customer service 
skis x d 
+ Excelent listening skills 

* Computer iterate 


+ Willing to work iri the night shift 


icture at the 8F Philamlife Building 


1207 Acacia Avenue, Madrigal Business Park, Alabang, Muntinlupa City 
or email us your resume at BPSI-APPLICANTSGAIG,COM. 


SEND YOUR RESUMÉS INSTANTLY 


eat cen Senda wh he Payne Dol Ing ud ros eb arman 


JOR 


e 


* Administrative Assistant 


i д ae 
As if working at eTelecare, the country's Employer of the Year*;i š 
is not rewarding enough, you will even get а cool P20,000 v 
"bonus when you join as a Technical Support Representative on 

у, April 17, 8006 at our Manila sites**. m 


‚ To qualify, just make sure you complete the application by: 
3 "Wednesday, April 18, 2006. : 


What à way to beat the summer heat! Grab that cool, @ and all 
the extras that come with it... " 


awarded by the Personnel Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) 
а sor our Cebu site, please call our hotline for more details pi 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


Technical Support Representatives 
Inbound/Outbound Sales Representatives 
Customer Service Associates 


“Payroll Assistants * Telecommunications Specialist 3 


+ Corporate Asset Management Specialist • Recruiting Specialists * Dialer Administrator 


* Front Desk Associates 


“Applications Developer * Site Admin Officer 


* OD Officer (OD Consulting) + IT Help Desk Associates * Quality Control Associates 
+ OD Officer (Career Development) * IT Project Leaders “Productivity Assurance Coordinators 


@LOPAL SOLUTIONS 


* Senior Applications Developer 


The world's most-awarded call center company 
Call our hotlines: Manila 580-6530 * Cebu (032) 41 1-9030 
www.etelecare.com 


manila.recruiting@etelecare.com * cebu.recrui ig@etelecare.com 


LIBIS MAKATI CEBU 
ZIF CyberOne Bldg. Yar PBCom Tower, GIF PIPC Bldg. 

Eastwood City, Libis, — 6795 Ayala Ave., Asiatown IT Park, 
Quezon Cily Makati City Lanug, Cebu City 


RATES (LAT exclusive) 


ы Rd JOB Market is exclusively for job advert S P250 per column centimeter every Sunday 
RUN энш. AE Soo š Tuis special section comes FREE with your copy of he DEADLINES 
Philippine Copyright 1995 www. jobmarketonline.com КЕЕ sassa reves | canlas amens 
ашке е Thursday 12:00 noon 
d Text us your feedback: Inquirer jn nameckylmessage. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smari) Where You Find The Best. 


Going the extra mile 
. Reaching beyond the ordinary 


At Dell, we set the high bar and keep raising it, so we have to continually redefine ourselves 
in terms of our efficiency and reliability. This is the best kept secret of how we drive for 
results in everything that we do. Ask any Dell employee and you'll hear it firsthand. Join us 
in surpassing the expectations of our customers. 


Careers at Dell. Consider the possibilities. 


T NOW HIRING. 
М 


: -— 
Dell, one of America's Most Admired Company, is extending its worldwide network of 

call centers to Metro Manila. We are hiring more than 200 Technical Support Agents to 
support our global customers who use Dell products for home entertainment and education. 


Consider the possibilities 


LN 


ba ... 


HIPPOPOTAMUS? 


Now....can you guess how Americans say it? 


Want to learn how’ 


Come train with the English Experts and land that 
Call Center Job you've been dreaming 
of! TRAINING IS FREE for those who qualify. 


| Center 


ExcelAsia: 


Developing Excellent Human Resources throughout Asia 


We are looking for 500 Call Center Agents to train for our clients. Walk in 
with 2 copies of your résumé this Monday-Wednesday, April 10-12, from 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


We are also looking for Executive Assistants, Recruitment Officers, 
Administration Managers, Communications Trainers and Training Managers. 
Visit our offices anytime. Walk-in applicants are interviewed on the spot. 


ExcelAsia Makati - 2 Floor Building 2, Jannov Plaza, 2295 Pasong Тато 
Extension, Makati City, excelasia@ gmail.com 


ExcelAsia Cebu - 3“ Floor WEE Building, 424 Gorordo Avenue, Lahug, Cebu 
City, excelasiacebu@ gmail.com 


—— 


тт) 
10 Outbound 
Sales Associates: 


Qualifications: 


The country's most widely read and circulated newspaper 
in the country is in need of 


PRE-PRESS SPECIALIST 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
© Cates pate preferabiy van backround in Computer 
Yan sq yout rd des ule ec a newpaper pasting eonun 
V Peas Crd Par 
Ulirang cor managemen yas 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


JOB Market 


окко eden OS ma Maco environments 


REPORTER - BUSINESS SECTION 


‘QUALIFICATIONS: 
О Сыер, malor n отт or Mx Communications 


* Excellent English comprehen- 
sion (both oral and written) 
Telemarketing/Outbound Sales 
experience is a must 


SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 


KING FAISAL SPECIALIST HOSPITAL AND 
RESEARCH CENTRE 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 


KING FAISAL SPECIALIST HOSPITAL-RIYADH 
NEEDS OF: 


50 NURSES 


With the following areas of specialties: 
Medical Surgical ICU/NICU/ PICU/Cardiovascular Telemetry 
Medical Cardiology /Cardiac surgery ICU/Recovery Room/ 
Pediatrics-all specialties/Oncology-Stem Y: 
Celi/Transplantation/Hematology /Medical organ Transplantation 15! 


EXPERIENCED REQUIRED: Three (3) years of acute care hospital and /or relevant 

nursing experience; One (1) year experience as Staff Nurse inthe assigned specialty: 
preferably with St Luke's Medical Center, Philippine Heart Center, Makati Medica]: 
Center, Manila Doctor's Hospital, Chinese General Hospital, Asian Hospital, Cardirial . 
Santos Medical Centre, Philippine General Hospital, Philippine Children's Medical 

Genter, Veterans Memorial Hospital, Capitol Medical Center, St. James Medica 

Center. ABM Sison Medical Centre (Medical City), Kidney Center ofthe Philippines: 
Metropoitan Hospital, Lourdes Hospital, Cebu Doctors Hospital, Velez Hospital Cebu 
City, Iloilo Mission Hospital-lloilo, Iloilo Doctor's Hospital, Davao Doctor's Hospital: 
and San Pedro Hospital po 


2 DENTAL ASSISTANTS 


EDUCATION: Associate Degree (A.S. or A.S.S.) in Dental Assisting or Dental: 
‘Technology preferred. High School graduates who are Registered Dental Assistants; 
or Certified Dental Assistants with Registration (R.D.A.) or Certification (C.D.A: 
required. 53 


QUALIFICATIONS: Associate Degree with two (2) years post-graduate dental: 


assisting experience or high school graduate with three (3) years dental assisting ала: 
full registration or certification required. 


2 DENTAL X-RAY TECHNICIANS 


QUALIFICATIONS: Two (2) years of related experience 


PHARMACIST 


EDUCATION: B.S. Degree in Pharmacy 


QUALIFICATIONS: With 2-4 years related experience. Solid knowledge of internet: 
search engines and strategies related database applications. Experience in Drug: 
information, pharmacy, medical journal publishing is required. With extensive: 

experience in research and good communication skills. 


QUALIFIED APPLICANTS must PERSONALLY register and submit detailed resumé 
with joo descriptions, certificates of employmentraining, diploma and transcript pl 
recorde, board icense / certificate, valid PAC card, two (2) letters of reference fron 
previousicurrent supervisor. No Objection Certificate (for ex-Saudi) passport copy: 
{if available) and 1 pc. passport size picture, between 8-4 PM at MANPOWER: 
REGISTRY DIVISION, Window К, Ground Floor, Blas F. Ople Bldg. (formerly POEA: 
Bldg), Ortigas Ave. cor. EDSA, Mandaluyong City or the nearest POEA Regions 

Extension Unit for ће issuance of KFSH Application Form and Skills Checklist, =: 


NOTE: MAILED APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED. 
Arrange in a cream folder ай xerox copies chronologically in accordance 


with the above-mentioned requirements. Bring original documents arranged 
in similar manner for verification 
For QUALIFIED NURSES please send updated CVs to poea_gph@ yahoo.com 
PHILIPPINE OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION 
q MANPOWER REGISTRY DIVISION, WINDOW K 
Ground Floor, Left Wing Lobby 
EDSA cor. Ortigas Ave., Mandaluyong City 


“Mag-ingat sa mga Illegal Recruiters" 


Ü Cotter sata Conmunestion pero lt 
а Mon have 2years experience n Business coverage 


NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTION OFFICERS 
Oo E T рын wasay ih Horning ad Franciscan 
ey anmann rana wd ordering 
Pere ca cr rd rte ommend 


Computer literacy is a must 
College Degree, preferred 
Must be willing to work night 
shift 

Sociable and enthusiastic 
Possesses organizational skills, 
people skills, and selling skills. 


© Wang o be relocated Must be a team player 


‘iting ower face, dynamic and ee environment 


CIRCULATION ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE ASST. 


(QUALIFICATIONS: 
“Слер grad rer major Acido 
@ Aras year apan p amy ser e ending to t 
@ быс Acctunang Prices, Compute s. Naar di, ciis ud. 
pano c Coran sae 


SECRETARY FOR FINANCE 
QUALIFICATIONS 
pasa 
патентаа oe. 


> Excellent incentive program 
based on performance. 

> Interested applicants are 
encouraged to respond via 
e-mail. 

> College level applicants are 
welcome to apply. 


Please email resume to: 
jobs@carlintech.com 


а 

О (омер! зык ейн nde mui aere. 

В aaa of but corper propa Tyang Se Communication мы, 
Bane Ws Sun epe Sg 


RESEARCH ASSISTANT 


(QUALIFICATIONS: 
© Colege paduae preferably major in Mase Communications, Journalism, 
cools es шшс. BS ah 
а yeye n researcher 
Ü Kowa how o era Preteen computer, epecly nahe res Ex, 
(Cond, Powers, Nasce. wa Perso Wort prograna: rese ; Very 
‘Sets ens Wings wark on hd sapere Can eran pase 


or fax to 817-3900 


WANTE! 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


m————— 
THE HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
Papin Dal Inquirer, Ine. 

Оке ке ance боту Paeng Dao) 
cong ga nace Sen ыш OY 

та аата анана 


Degree on Accounting, experience 
an advantage but not required 
‘on Computer - Excel, 
Word and Powerpoint 
Apply in person with resumé at 
Unit 1603 World Trade Exchange 


215 Juan Luna St, Binondo Manila 
"Tel No. 241-0038 to 40 
Look tor Jack or Aimee 


TEACHERS 
(Preferably Board Passer) 
та A CONSTRUCTION COMPANY IS IN NEED OF THE 


1 Teacher for FOLLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


Class 

Secondary Teachers for 
lish & Math 
Must be a BSE / BSE-ED Degree 
Holder, A Christian and dedicated in the 
field of education. Please apply (after 
Holy Week) at Gideon Academy @ 
2683F.B. Harrison St., near Pasay City 
Hall, Pasay City. 


PROJECT MANAGERS - Min. 15 yrs. Experience 
MINIMUM 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE: CIVIL. ELECTRICAL, 
MECHANICAL, QUANTITY SURVEYORS, 
SAFETY, SANITARY, QUALITY CONTROL ENGINEERS 
А ARCHITECTS ( Auto сай literate) 
Pis. e-mail resumé/bio dota to 
brishton06 group@ yahoo.com oh or fax to # 633-8548 


We are inviting you to join our team 


Financial Executive 


‘College graduate with a degree in Marketing, Business Administration or any 
equivalent 4-year course. 


A least 2 years experience in sales and marketing 
Between 25-35 years oid 

Excelent communication and Interpersonal skills 

Must be customer service-oriented, self-starter, resourceful and a team player 
Must have a Non-Professional driver license with 1 year experience In driving 
Proficient in Windows/MS Office 


New Business Assistant 


College Graduate with a degree ın Business Administration 
Preferably with Business Insurance Background 

Between 22-25 years old 

Excelent communication and interpersonal skills 

Must be customer service oriented, self-starter, resourceful and a team player 
Proficient in Wndows]MS Office 


Account Officer (Metro Manila & Cebu City) 


E E area cos 
кыс ео umama 
a = = ырай, 
RI EIUS 


Training & Sales Development Assistant 
Graduate of Bachelor's Degree ta Marketing or Business Administration, preferably 

Ктр 
Жыз tear won Saper ence m te ame fad 
Between 1130 years cd 
BEST vereal d writen communication skils 
Va ec соле seves need, s Series resourceful and a team player 
СООКО а 


"Competitive salary and benefits package awaits successful candidates 
Interested applicants may send their resume In MS Word format thru e-emall or may visit us 


at our office, Monday to Friday, from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 
Desdine: on or before Apri 30, 2006 


“тошун coupa arme 
| چ‎ 


PHILIPPINES, INC. 
29 F Tower 2 RCBC Plaza 6819 Ayala Avenue. 
cor. GI Puyat Avenue Макай City Fax No. 7532161 
E-mal: пг nipponil.com.ph 


TeleTech is the leading provider of Customer Management and Business Process 
Outsourcing (BPO) solutions worldwide. Headquartered in Denver, Colorado with a 
‘global network in 17 countries, TeleTech supports 40,000 employees in 80 
‘Customer Management Centers located in North America, Europe, Asia-Pacific and 
Latin America. TeleTech has supported the world’s largest companies in our five 
large contact centers in the Philippines since 2001 


@Telelech 


To join the TeleTech Lifestyle, visit 


www.Hire  .сот 


BASIC COURSES 
Housekeeping Steword Course 
Dining Room Steword Course 

Bor Steword Course ` >= 
General Utility Course 
Galley Steword Course 


Housekeeping Service Training 
Restaurant Service Training 
Advance Bar Course 


Public Health and Sanitation 


са na mak raining 522-9808 F Me e М ө ppor tun i 
nol evelopmen d +. ah 
“Gnd Public Relations 528-0142 | 


Foreign Languages 2 
Japanese, French, German, Italian, 
Mandarin, Spanish 


Call us! Visit us! Spanish 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
ADVANCE COURSES Enroll now! 4 French бот 12:09 nn 


1527-61 60 Mandarin 1:00 рт - 5:00 pm 
OTHER COURSES (528-1627: р ad uniti June 24 on) 


Leadership Opportunity 
Customer Management Center Site Director 


(Fot Visayas Region Assignment) 


This is a rare opportunity to lead and manage a growing business that 
transforms our client's relationships with their customers. You will drive 
a performance based culture that creates empowered employees who 
look forward to coming to work. This is a great opportunity for someone 
with senior management skills who has the initiative, energy and winning 
attitude to lead an innovative and fast-paced business. 


Specific Responsibilities: 
for effectiveness and practicality; facilitate 
ongoing problem solving and 


ign, standar ommunication and monitoring of 
corporate programs at bi sites 

+ Manages overall operating budget for site to meet profitability margins 

* Formulates o processes and solutions to capitalize on 
organizational learning and continuous improvement 

+ Defines, clarifies and communicates key performance and quality 
measures for business units and direct report personnel 


Qualification: 

e In-depth knowledge of: call processing, customer service principles, 
customer retention and loyalty, back office support, and call center 
management s 

+ Five or more years of experience in call center or Six or more years 
management experience. 

= Bachelors degree in business management or related discipline or 
equivalent experience 

“Solid leadership skills, to include developing people, driving results, 
identifying opportunities for and managing change, etc. 

+ Knowledge and understanding of key metrics and performance 
indicators (measure, impact, etc.) 

“Excellent written and verbal communication skills. 

= Advanced selling and presentation skills; project management skills. 

* Foreign nationals must present work permit. 


jubmit an updated aletheamont 


‚ a member of the Magsaysay Group of 
t industries, offers a wide variety of 


Spe 
Regular Rate: 3,700.00 
Schedule of Saturday Classes: 


~ April 29 - May 27 
Nihongo 8:00 am - 12:00 nn 


German 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 


July 15 - Aug 12 
папа 8.06 ат 1200 nn 


Full-time and On-c: 
for: 


Housekeeping 
Food ang Beverage 


г 
воот Office ges 
‘oreign Language: 

personaly Development 

Culinary, Pastry, Baking 


We also accept OJIs to serve administrative functions. 


Please send resumes to apcanarla@magsaysay.com.ph 
Put the position applying for as the subject. 


2 — 


“The Magsaysay Training Center . 
Hospitality Services an Culinary Aris Department 
2/F Shipping Center Building. 707 A, Soriano Jr. 
Fax No: (632) 528-1770 
Email: mic-hsca@magsaysay.com.ph 


AVe., Intramuros, Manila. 


seve 


туз CENA NG PAYA KEN YEA KAREN NY 


ПТА 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


~ JOB Market — 


CBI (PHILIPPINES) INC. is a multinational 
company engaged in specialty 
engineering, procurement and 
construction projects. We currently have 
vacancies for the following positions: 


ENGINEERS - ACBI 

* Male, BS Mechanical/ Civil Engineer or equivalent, 
preferably licensed 

+ Must have (2) years experience and strong exposure 
to project site environment. Specifically in ой/доз 
Industries Involving Industrial, piping: metallurgy and 
mechanical construction. 

. Computer literate with good command of English 
‘communication 

+ Willing fo travel in different Jobsites 


AVY DUTY MECHANIC (1) - ACBI 


* Minimum five (5) years Industrial experience using 
both theoretical and practical application 
Credentials must be In accordance to his field of 
expertise 
Ability to trouble shoot, repair and overhaul 
automotive engines, diesel drive compressor, 
generators and hydraulic system 
Prefer hands-on experience in trouble shooting and 
repair of industrial machineries such as: powered hoist 
crane. hydraulic presses, rolling and bending 
machines. 

Strong exposure to project site environment. 
Physically healthy ond able to work on heights. 

2 Willng to travel in different jobsites 

IEAVY IVERS (3) - ACBI 

< 5 years driving experience in heavy vehicles and 
wiling to perform non-driving related works. 


RANE OPERATORS (3) - ACBI 


* 5year experience In operating cranes to 250T and 
above, Exposed fo load choris Ift planning. rigging 
Operation and maintenance. 


JALE NURSES (3) 


* Bachelor of Science In Nursing degree graduate 

1 Certified PNRC BLS & Fist Aider with minimum 5 
years experience 

+ Holding license registered with the Health Ministry 


Interested parties con hand сопу or send their cunicuum 
vitae, one place 2x2 photo, school credentials and 
‘employment certificates to 
HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
CBI (PHILIPPINES) INC. 
20" Floor Equitable Bank Tower 
8751 Paseo de Roxas Avenue, 1226 Makati City 
Tel No. (02) 886 0211 


or send email to : rflavier@CBlcom 
{Note : Please Indicate positon applied on the subject Ing) 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


Fin-Chem Laboratories, Inc., an ISO certified 
laboratory facility in Angono, Rizal engaged in 
the manufacturing of veterinary pharmaceutical 
products is looking fora 


Licensed Chemist 


with the following qualifications: 
= 3-5 years relevant experience gained from a 
veterinary/pharmaceutical manufacturing 
plant specifically in carrying out chemical & 
physical Quality Control tests on raw 
materials & finished products; developing 
and implementing validation systems and 
procedures, etc. 
+ Demonstrated competency in generation of 
analytical data 
* Highly motivated and results-oriented 
* Computer literate 
* Notmorethan 30 years old 
Please send your resumé to: 
Suite 1009 Antel Global Corporate Center 
Julia Vargas Avenue, Ortigas Center 
Pasig City 1605 


$9 
5 Information 
( ‘Gateway 


ASST. MARKETING MANAGER 

Atleast 2 years relevant experience in a brandiproduct management, 
‘marketing & sales (FMCG an advantage) 
Exposure to PAL Responsibility a бейле advantage 
5 ina Teco environments a pius 
Must be wiling to do field work and passionate to acquire new 
businesses for the fim 
Must be a strategic and analytical hinker 
With good presentation and negotiation skiis 
Proactive, has niiative, fiexble, fast learner, enthusiastic and 
passionate. A Team player 


OPERATIONS ASSISTANT 

+ Graduate of Computer Science, Management information Systems 
or related course 
Experience wan te programs SOL, Microsoft Products PHP isa pus 
Farmiarty wih onina commerce à pius 
Organized, systematic and wilh excellent те management kis 
Excellent interpersonal communication 
‘Strong problem solving sls 
Can function optimally requiring minimum supervision. 
Proactive, has intialive, lexble, fast leamer, enthusiastic and 
passionate. A Team player 


SYSTEMS SUPPORT ENGINEER 


Graduate of Computer Science or a similar course 


Fresh graduates with strong potentiels wal be considered 
Wiling o work night and rotating shifts 


LINUX SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS 
+ Can rst passos lenta Bachioťs/Colege Degeeinany 


+ Required эй): Strong Linux/Unix development experience, Unix 
sceptng (shell, Per. PHP, Python, etc), Web services (SOAP, XML- 
RPO), Database programming (SQL), Cientserver application design 
‘Aniadvantage but nol required: Java, Mobile, applications, Graphics! 
Glüprgaring OO ae desipa pers Ted Омет Development. 


Prelerably 1-4 years experienced employees specializing in IT 
Computer - Sotware or equivalent 

Interested applicants please send your comprehensive 

resumé to Jobs@lgateway.ph: indicate the position 

you are applying for in the subject line. 


оша 
ве empowered. Ве mothated 


Aura Ммелса. Manila's exclusive active / longa woar store is seeing lor 
p 


General Manager 


As Өм. your job ls to elective exscoto the highest ove ol authority and 
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Sales Associate 


ea member ol he шол, you va pay cr ole ine success ol our beana, 
Kyu yow, ang era 
UE Ure NANANG po arare. 

non REQUIREMENT: 

Aim 
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Tra Gere Manager 
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GET resume wih рсы © man artic com. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2006 


We are inviting aggressive and mature individuals to fill some 
positions as we continue our commitment in giving the, bêst 
quality of service to our clients. 1 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT STAFF 


MALE. At least 21 years old. 

Can perform PC/Printer/Desktop/Laptop Monitor 
Troubleshooting and Repair. 

BS CoE/ ComSci or equivalent trade course. 

At least one (1) year experience. 

Familiar with Linux Servers and Workstations. 
With working knowledge of Network Segments, 
Switches and ТСРЛР. 

Good command in English 

Dedicated, energetic and can work long hours. 


‘YPN, SSL, DSL experience is an advantage. 


ROJECT ENGINEER 


MALE. BS Civil Engineering Graduate. 

Knowledge in AutoCAD) Estimating works. 
Previous experience at least one (1) year working as a Project! 
Site Engineer. 

Trustworthy, mature, dependable, open to new ideas and Ё 

Computer literate. 

Knows how to prepare details needed at project sites. 


MARKET DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


> FEMALE. Engineering or Architecture graduate. 
One (1) year experience in Marketing (previous connection 
with a construction firm an advantage). 
Computer literate, MS PowerPoint proficiency. 
Excellent command in English and with very pleasing 
personality. Driving Skills an advantage. 


Interested Applicants may submit updated resume, Transcript of 
Records and certificates of previous employments to: 


DN STEEL MARKETING, INC. 
533 Commonwealth Ave. QC 
dnmfo@info,com.ph 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


MANAGEMENT TRAINEE 


(Assistant to the President) 


Female, 25-35 yrs old; graduate of a business course 
from a top university (U.P, Ateneo or La Salle). 

3 yrs work experience as an Executive Assistant or 
Executive Secretary to a Senior Corporate Officer. 
Proficient in English (excellent grammar and 
proofreading skills). 

Computer proficient in word processing, spreadsheets, 
presentation tools and Internet. 

Can do business reports and presentations. 
Results-oriented, with analytical and administration 
skills. 

Excellent comprehension and listening skills. 
Organized and systematic, w/good time management 
skills 

Honest and dependable. 

Must possess personal and professional integrity. 
Willing to work beyond regular office hours. 


Salary negotiable depending on qualifications:ye:. 


Apply personally with your resume, photo, 
and references to: 
‘The Recruitment Manager 
80 Roces Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
Or Email: ebmuscat@motolite.com 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


CSR SPECIALISTS 


(Corporate Social Responsibility) 


Male or Female; 25-35 years of age 

Graduate of AB/BS Social Work & Community 
Development, Psychology or Public Administration 
‘Masters Degree would be on advantage 

MUST have general knowledge in Corporate Social 
Responsibility, public/community relations including 
media affairs ond environmental concerns 

Possess excellent project management skills 

With good oral and written communication skills 
Computer proficient 


Interested applicants moy e-mail their resumé with picture 
ond copy of Transcript of Records to: 


L urfortress@gmail.com 


HUMAN INTEGRATED RESOURCES EXPERTS, INC. 
VF 8338 Fortuna П Bg Sucat Rd Prae City 
“Tel Nox 8285567 6 68 252409. 8290079 
prre 
We =e profesional hexd-honiog group and ose of oor cliens te emi 
нг Laguna is currently in кее! the following regalar positions: 


FINANCIAL ANALYST (Senior Level) - Accs srt. pref. 
CPA; wat kast Зуп. experience in general эса. cost асар or ndin: 
уне пи: SAPORACLEPEOPLESOPT and chen: ell- 


HR CONSULTANT - Training & Organization 
Development (Senior Level) - 29-57 ys d: gd of y +r. 
Cone et wl si lems 3 yn ерейевсе ia Training & Org Dev od: Proficient 
Тори Daip арса А Crit: Efe Iman 
рота ттар & Employes Service Guidelines А. 
Air Lear, Ping Problem Solving & Decision Making kis 


SAP-ABAP BUSINESS ANALYST (Junior IT Analyst) 
Degree in Basin, Engineering, Computer Science or Mathematics with 
ийт years experienc nhe support and configuration of SAP SD, pref. in 
Tiempos organs: кено experience wil project work i important 
iic sping a ede on aide, hand ca ABAPA experience a masti 
omega sel side busines proces salo forecasting processes nan 


Qualified candidates may send their resumes thru eme 


LOR CALMA DESIGN ASSOCIATES, INC. 
ARCHITECTS INTERIOR DESIGNERS FURNISHERS 
Invites competent prolessionals for inis positon 


SYSTEM/NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR 


The Job 

Moris. monitor, voubieshoot and resolve any related problems on the 
Servers and workstations. 

BEE BE A Computer Science or Engineering trom a reputable 
School Basic krowiedge In computer networking. Knowledgeable in PC 
maintenance and горан, MS Windows Advanced Server, MS Active 
‘rector, MS Exchange, MS NS. 

Send your comprehensive resumé io Lor Calma Design Associates 
ine. GIF Sala Condominium | Bidg., 186 Salcedo St Legaspi Vilage, 
Makai Cay or етай at тїюо@гсайта com. We will respond only 10 
‘qualified applicants. 


Ош company is engaged in the distribution and marketing 
of pharmaceutical products and leading consumer products. 
We are inviting applicants for the position of: 


PROFESSIONAL FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 


to join our Sales Force, with the 
following qualification: 
Graduate of any four-year course 
Maie (between 21 to 27 years old) or temale (between 21 
1925 years od) 
Actual knowledge on sales and marketing is an advantage 
Proficiency in oral and written communication 
Good interpersonal skills and a team player 
Most have driving skis and holder of professional or non- 
professional drivers icense 
‘ating to be assigned in ary areas of NCR and Luzon 
ыу to think strategically and can perform tasks with 
minimum supervision 
Computer iterate 
Can post a bond 
With pleasing personality 
Impeccabio integrity 
SEND YOUR RESUME, TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS 
& LATEST 1 X 1 PHOTO TO: 


P.O. BOX 2338 MANILA 


A Leading Manufacturing Co. is in need of: 


SALES 2 MARKETING EXECUTIVE 


with at least 5 yrs. experience in the field of sales & marketing 
= not more than 40 yrs. old 
= With experience in HRI accounts (Hotels, Restaurants & 
Institutionals) 
salary commensurate to qualification 
Z must be at least а college graduate from a reputable institution 


email or submit your resume to: 
kish2Sph@yahoo.com 

Angelito L. Monterola 

121 Sacred Heart St, SAV, Makati City 
Tel. #890-4215/899-3731 


We all now exist in a "Global Village” witñ increased awareness on cultural 
diversity. While mobility and technological advances have helped connect 
people beyond borders, English has helped business, religion, culture, and 
arts across boundaries. English is definitely not just a language. 


The question is, do you speak Power English? Or are you still stuck with what 
you learned way back in grade school? 


You'can learn Power English now. We will teach you to communicate 
comfortably in English while we help build your confidence. Only IBM Daksh 
truly understands the language of globalization. After all, we are the leader in 
Technology and Business Process Outsourcing. 


Be part of our global organization: Visit our Recruitment Center to learn more 
about how you can join our Power English Now (PEN) program for free. If you 
perform well in the training, this entitles you to a job at IBM Daksh. 


Immediate Job Offers! All successful applicants will start on April 17! 
IBN Daksh is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Undergraduates are encouraged to explore opportunities at IBM Daksh. 


IBM DAKSH BUSINESS PROCESS SERVICES PHILIPPINES INC. 


Now hiring young, ambitious graduates to fortify the newest IBM network in Southeast Asia! 


Customer Care Specialists for Fortune 300 Companies 


“Support Leadership Posts 
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Apply Now! 
Visit our Recruitment Center 


SF Edsa Central Pavilion 
Eda cor Shaw Bouievard 
Mandaluyong Cty 


киш rata ne 840-6020 
rsa yur monet applications@daksh.com.ph 


Voluntary Service Overseas sends professional, experienced and 
qualified international volunteers at the request of non-governmental 
[NGO), governmental and community organisations in the Philipines 
40 profesional volintcers are currently working ай over the country 
to strengthen local capabilities and enhance capacities in secure 
оао, community-based natural resource management, gender 
4 development, peacebuilding, disabilities and governance. 


vsob 


SO Philippines (VSOP) welcomes applications for two high quality, commited staff to work fr te 
pence building work in Northern Mindanao: 


PROGRAMME ASSISTANT (PA) 


Applicants must: 

= Have a master's degree (or equivalent in experience) 

Ü Have at lest 3 year's experience in social development work, preferably in projet management 
or organizational development and organizational capacity assessment 

+ Have experience in report writing and presentation capabilities, research and issue analysis 

Ü Have strong communication skills in English, both written and verbal 

Ü Preferably be proficient in Maranao 

Ü Have а good grasp of Mindanao history and understanding of the Mindanao conflict; preferably 
a Mindsnaoan 

+ Be wiling to travel to the rural aras of Lanao del Norte and Sur 

Ü Be task oriented and can work well under pressure 

Ü Have skill and experince in volunteer administration and support 

Ü Have strong people management skills and an effective team player 

Ü Be computer literate in MS Office applications 


“the principal duty and responsibility of the PA post is to assist the PEACE 
Area Manager in project management. This would include the followi 
+ Volunteer support and administration 
* Programme ares management 
1 Implement the PEACE Mindanao information and advocacy plan of uction 
Ü Maintaining and administering the wider УЗОР programme 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER (AO) 


Applicants must: 
* Ве а graduate of any four-year course 

Have at least three (3) yous relevant work experience inthe NGO sector or in other development 
organizations with a eross-cultural context 
Have strong communication skills in English, both weiten and verbal 
Have effective computer skills, competence in word processing, presentation programmes and 
techniques (e.g. MS Word, Excel, Powerpoint, ete. and and Familiarity with intemeuemail 
services ( Oullook, Internet Explorer, e 
Know how to take minutes of 1 
and supplies inventory 
Have exellent people man 
and bargaining experience 
Have a least a general knowledge of Mindanao situation 
Have maturity and objectivity, пешпо and diplomacy, Mexibiliy and an effective team 
player 
Have patience, a positive atiude and a good sense of humor 
Be a Аааа, and can work with minimum supervision and willing o work under pressure and 
oul of hours 


Mindanao Programme 


sings and have experience in the monitoring of equipment 


meni and good interpersonal skills, including adequate negotiating 


The principal duty and responsibility of the AO post is to assist the PEACE Mindanao Programme 
Area Manager in the administrative management of the project office. This would include the 
following: 
+ General office management and administrative support for Peace Mindanao staf and volunteers 
Ü Assistance 10 the Programme Manager in he effective use and management of supplies, 
‘equipment, and other properties of Peace Mindanao; and, 
+ наа support in terms of accommodation, travel, medal care, visa renewal, communication 
and security information 


“The successful applicants will be offered a one-year contract. Duty station i igan City, Lanao del 
Norte, Mindanao.” The applicants should be in post no lte than June 1, 2006, 


1f you are Interested 
form from the VSO PI 


plying for these posts please access the VSO standard application 

te = hiipi/Pvrinaeucliles som/ssophllippinss. WE 
WILL ONLY CONSID ICATIONS IN ELECTRONIC FORM. Forms must be 
submited no later than 1230 hrs, 28 April 2006, Interview date for the РА position Is May 
Ë, 2006 and for the AO position is May 9, 2006 In Igan Clty. Only shortlisted applicants 
wil be notified. 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 


The Office of Legal 
Affairs 
isin need of 


DIRECTOR 


The Post 


serves as legal counsel/ 
adviser on policies, 
programs & operational 
matters of the 
Department 


— m  — 
Applicants may submit 
comprehensive resumé on or 


before21 April 2006 to: 


The Director, 
Human Resource Development 
Service 
GIF, Trade and Industry 
Building, 

361 Sen. Gil J. Puyat-Avenue, 
Makati City 


hrds@dti.dti.gov.ph 


(mailed or e-mailed 
applications will not be 
accepted after the 5 pm 

deadline on 21 April 2006) 
— m 


CORE COMPETENCY 
REQUISITES 


£7 Must have at least 5 years 
extensive experience in general practice. 
of law preferably with emphasis on 
commercial law, business law, fair 
trade law, consumer protection law, and 
administrative law including 


— contract and agreement review 

— policy and legislative proposal 
review 

— mediation and litigation 


C7 Excellent oral 
communication skills 


© Must have leadership and 
facilitating skills; highly analytical and 
detail-minded 


and written 


€ Must have the ability to work and 
lead multi-disciplinary teams 


£ Excellent knowledge management 
and networking skills 


C7 Must be a member of the 
Philippine BAR 
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ILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


WEIREANITENTIONA CONSULT COMPANY OPERATING ON A GLOBAL BASIS: 

EEE O Tabak CG mO 

чє ARE IN NEED OF A QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL TO JOIN CUR ORGANIZATION THAT 
Lun 5e ком. 

SALES AND MARKETING EXECUTIVE ] 

FOR QUALITY PROGRAMS | 


upanotch 


‘World-class Training 


wir 
30-— 40 years of age 
‘Graduates of the country's top universities 
| Strong Interpersonal and Communication Skills 
Belonging to at least 3 social organizations 


Institutional Synergy, Inc., 

Unit 608, The Taipan Place, 

Emerald Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
E-mail address: islsearch22G gmail.com 


ingync 
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Institutional Synergy: e 
EXECUTIVE SEARCH SERVICES 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
‘lcs Pbi 


The FINANCIAL TIMES, one of the worlds top sources of business news and information, is 


expanding its Manila operations and requires: 


INFORMATION EDITORS 


Successful applicants wil be responsible fer data conversion and producing content for general and 


sees news databases. He/she must meet the folowing eta: 
‘Graduate of Lbrary or Infomation Science or any related course 
Previous expecence in a data production environment 
Ecetent comprenensio and content analysis skis 
Wiitverseg in fact checking and research Using online tools 
lle to work on variable ani schedule including weekends and holidays 
Have above-average Engish wrting and editing skits 
[Able to meet tight Production doadines 
Rrowledgeabie in MS Word, Excel and 
Previous experience working cra multnatonal company 
Оа applicants should post thelr detabed resume, cover letter and most recer 
Flan Monday, Apri 17,2006, ю The HA & Administration Manager at he flow 
Financia! Times Electronic Publishing Philippines Inc. 
Чеч Poor, Рат Tower 
8767 Paseo da Roxas, Makati Cay 
Incomplete applications wil not be processed 
iit our website www ft com 


Access and desktop publishing software packages 


Accounting Supervisor 


(NCR-Pasig City) 


as required 


эше: At: 

The succes coii needs to be а hardworking. dependable. sllncate, 
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‘The HR Department 
ео 


| 
Гаа] 
PAA 
re 


Readit every Sunday wih the 
Philippine oy ingre 


JEB 


AA young & dynamic organization | 
based in Ortigas Business District is 


urgently in need of | 


10 Events 8 Exhibits Coordinators || 
(Full-time and Part-time) 


isin need of the ff, personnel 


Ware Мр оен» росе cece tary, 
чемин, VB рина punpecte в м. es mataas | 
agar араба ol copag ер v reme ol ary gen | 
‘Bacon Mod be 1 - 25 yi wf a 


your comprehensive reme imei 
(632) 687-6982 


‘Alleastora yor rear ной experience 


ierestedapicanis[ refers shoud personaly bing het comprehensive resumé, 
‘photocopy ol varsciol ol records and pessoal 10 1o ne Human Resource Ofce on 
tortor Ar 17, 2008 


FAREMO, International Inc. 


“Address: Lot 4, 6, & 8 Block 19 Road Phase IN СЕРА Rosario, Cavite 
Tel ne: 437-1392 —95; Fax Мо. 437-0916; E-mail: cynthia faremo com ph 
(Garments Factory) 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 


Immediately Needed 


PROJECT ARCHITECT 


^ Not more than 25 years old 
* With License 


Ing for 


Mail resumé at 
Mechanics Construction Corp. 
L6 PCS 474, Forbes Street, Hobart Village 
Kaligayan, Novaliches, QC. 
та. No. 417-8079 


(2) FINISHING MANAGER (M/F) 

(2) QA MANAGER (M/F) 

(5) QA LINE LEADER (M/F) 

(5) CUTTING LINE LEADER (M) 

(5) MERCHANDISER (F) 

(5) PATTERN MAKER (M/F) 
(10) SAMPLE MAKER - KNIT GARMENTS (WF) 
(10) SKILLED CUTTER/SPREADERS (M) 
(200) SKILLED SEWERS (M/F) 
(50) SKILLED QC INSPECTORS (F) 


CE ST MARY OFTHE WOODS SCHOOL ] 


| For immediate Hiring 


PROPERTY ADMINISTRATOR 


| oases ee long cars 

> Cofege graduate preferably with engineering units 
> Leadership qualities 

> Capable of speaking and writing in boh English 


and Fllpino 

> Krowtedgeatie in Computer shits MS Ofice) 

> Wer experince daing wi rank and Ge personel 
P= ET CNN 


April 28-29, 2006 


It's time to get that dream job 
JOB WORLD 


JOB FAIR 


- 8 ни 2008 
Robinsons Galleria April 19 and 20, 2006 


oh Fo be Ns 


NEW EASTECH INT'L CORP. 
NG a55 Samat. usus Cey 7539712890 


SALES ENGINEERS 
MG Gad wan ar wo eup n pea) Нева 


| 40:00AM to 7:00PM 
Espana cor. 


scar ЕЕ 
MACHINIST 


İCE MNS 


PNEUMATIC / HYDRAULIC TECHNICIAN 
pere 


bossini 


erra] 
ранае me enit 


= 
лсана may apoy pasay 
pur 


TOTAL POWERBOX SOLUTIONS, INC. 


1. DESIGN ENGINEERS (4) - 20 io 25 years оа 
E Graduate with background In Switchgear mig 
BUSBARRING TECHNICIANS (6) 
—Expedence in doing bus works for HV. LV panel boards 
3. INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIANS (6) 
= Extensive knowledge on different control schemes 


Please contact or send your resumé: 
Сой no. 868-9981 or Fox No. 868-9983 


GREAT WAYS 


Manpower Intemational, Inc. 
(POEA LIC. #493-LB-112698-R) 

JOB OPENING IN DOHA, QATAR 
Peninsular Petrotech Engineering 
CATEGORY NUMBER 

FABRICATOR (Pipe) 

FITTER (All Around) 

RIGGER (Crane) 

WELDER (Oil & Gas) 

CRANE OPERATOR 

(25 1050 tons) 

HYDRAULIC TECH. 

(Mounted Crane) 

ELECTRONIC TECH. 

(Mounted Crane) 

All interested applicants submit your 
resumé with 2x2 picture personally at 
4175 GCS Bldg, Ponte St, 
Barangay Tejeros, Makati City 
Tel. 8978125 8978204 
FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY. 
NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED 


JOIN OUR COMPANY, a software 
fem catering to global banking & anl 


ORACLE DBA / IT CONSULTANT . | 
Must be a graduate of Computer Science, 
Computer Engineering or any related course 
- Musthave completed training program on. 
Oracle RDBMS Database Administration 
or an equivalent of at least 1 year of on- 
ео experience 
Must be profcientin ofice productivity tools 
such as MS Office, MS Project and Visio. 


JAVA DEVELOPER / PROGRAMMERS 


Must be graduate of Computer Science, 
Computer Engineering or any related course 
Atleast 1 year related work experience 

Ü Knowledgeable in Java, JSP, Servlets, 
Struts, Web Services and sills in IP socket 
programming & mult-threading (ISO8583 
message format is a plus) 


E-mail your resumé at Irl_hrd@yahoo.com 


LICENSED 
MARINE SURVEYOR 


Requirements: 

— College Degree 

= З years work experience 

— Good writing skills 

= Possibilky of working overseas 
мәй or submit resume, including 
salary history to: 
Suite 501-502 Metropolitan Tower, 
1746 A. Mabini St, Malate, Manila. 
For inquiries, сай 523-9584 or 522-2059 
loc. 107 and ask for Ms. Jonie 


U-belt 
career fair 


set 


AS THOUSANDS OF 
new college graduates 
ponder the prospect. 
of finding their first 
major job, St. Thomas. 
Square announces the 
holding of Its first U- 
Belt Career Fair. 
Working with indus- 
try-teading job 
placement ad net- 
work. Philippine Daily 
inquirer Job Market 
and evant organizer 
Suis Asia, the U-Belt 
Career Fair has one 
simple goal uniting 
students, graduates 
and successtul 
applicants seeking 
new career options 
with the finest 
employers in the 
country. Free work- 
shops will bo held to 
prepare job seekers to 
face the corporate 
word. Employers will 
also have the oppor- 
tunity to highlight 
their company during 
the workshops. The 
U-belt Career Fair will 
be on April 28-29 at 
St. Thomas Square 
located at Espana 
Blvd. corner Padre 
Campa Street, 
Sampaloc, Manila. For 
more information, 
visit 

wen sthomassqusre pom 
iseisasia or call Joyce 
Рашо at 722-9303 or 
722-5221. 


SEND 
YOUR, 
RESUMÉS 
INSTANTLY 


wru jobirarketonline com 


=н 
шт 


ТОБИ — See 
EOPLEa WORK qup 


"estt your feedback irr paw потеет Send to 2207 (Globe) or 28 mari 


oneliness in work 


By Bishop Precioso workers. Even those who in- Gospel - Mark. 15: 1-39 
D. Cantillas, SDB, DD sist on getting more work in — And at three o'clock Jesus cried out ina loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema. 
Slider id get tid of feelings of sabachthani?"whichis translated, "My God my Gad why have you forsaken 

WORK NORMALLY SLOWS loneliness do not really suc- 

down or even comes to a „ceed in filling up the empti- 
own Gr ihe Holy Week cel. ness they feel within their = 

Pbrations are being observed. hearts with more external ac. REFLECTIONS СА 

by the majority of the believ- tivities. Тоо much work not [a 

Sis "Such. disengagement only wears one out but aleo |. Mens: FOR THE 3 

етв. Such disengage makes one lose focus in his || 

from routine "жогы the mind and heart, How can ka WORKING SOUL 

chance to reflect on his inner л е, therefore mu 

being—the source of his the inner longings of one's A 

being the source dit. heart? When can work ease Betrayal by a superior 

ing, for example, on today's one's pain of loneliness and 

chosen Gospel focus, where boredom? 

RS Sperienced the in. When work is done with By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS then to make you appear a fool, 

Jesus experienced the IP more heart than muscle а liar or a schemer..? That 

tense pain of Ола "My putting lots of love in every FEW THINGS CAN BE MORE Should gis you dE of being s а 

God, my God, why have you ounce of sweat or in every heartbreaking at the workplace abandoned beyond words. power position and for reasons Himself, how much more us 

forsaken me?"—the worker task thinking more of the good than betrayal of trust. Particu- It happened to Cathy, а undisclosed put his own pro- humans struggling to survive in 

for meomare with Jesus of others than that of one's larly when this involves a supe- workplace whiz and a com- tege on top of his hit list. A a highly competitive environ- ; 

from his experiences of bore. welfare—it pleases ones rior. Being betrayed by a peer or pany “presidentiable” at age not-so-subtle hate campaign ment? But theres a way to 

fom Mad loneliness in his heart. When the pain and suf. being gossiped about by your 33 who was pirated by (vice was launched, obviously de- gracefully yield to the moment's 

Q ark; and perhaps he could fering at work is accepted subordinates is more or less or- president) Mr. Sonora. The signed to force Cathy to resign. pain—follow Jesus’ example of 

Nok a the deeper signifi. wholeheartedly and not лагу, even to be expected in latter soon fell out of grace but Everybody asked, "Why, of all forgiving persecutore and loving. 

cance of his own pain and grudgingly, and above all, some workplaces. In Fact cer. his recruit Cathy continued to people...?”--especially Cathy enemies—for in the darkest 

sufferings at work. grudgingly, A with the sacri. tain professions or industries perform excellently, a fact that who was shocked beyond be- hours, God is at work within us. 
eri gs анн Толеу or for- fice of Jesus, work becomes а thrive on gossip and betrayal, Indirectly gave him credit for lief. What would you do if you If this is hard to believe, just ask 

sale en while at work, loving companion which fills sad to say. But for a boss. and the asset that Cathy had be. were in her place? yourself what happened three 

Seemingiy bury and occupied the heart with great satisfac. а most trusted one at iar uo uie to the company. ‘Then — If Jesus himself could feel so days after Jesus died on the 

SERE and things or ap. tion.-(Email the author at pull the rug from under your the company changed presi- desolate on the Cross and cry cross. (Email the author at 

parently interacting with co. mfvgGskyinet.net) Feet, to deny you in public, and dents; Mr. Sonora regained his out for being forsaken by God teresa, de manila@yahoo.com) 


|. Career transitions Retired English teacher wants 


jc UM Kong ki 1 

r re BB to work in a call center 
PD ы чыч E 
poen E сш E ni 7 


je results of this retired English teacher. I 
Pie Tere fle pov yers hasbeen ntuncedbytte | have a master's degree In 
be published the following following factors Rank 1105 | Education, major in English 
month Taguekenyourreponet with 1 belngthemostimportant | as a Second Language. I 
rates Philippine Daly ег consideration, taught English Grammar and 
and Ateneo CORD wil beging Ca резон зда ната | Composition to high school 
gift packages to two respon, b, Greater income potential | students for 10 years, and 
‘who replied forthe month. Win. and opportunities English Speech and Writing 
who replied for he month Wis, “Ye Bgatsaedonwith current | to college students for 28 CSRs and telemarketers team lend 
аге: Erlinda Dienzo and ER job years. Right now, I teach En- ers and recruitment managers to 
arg Erlinda Dienzo and ЕЕ a. Need time for family Nah parttime in the college enable me to respond to some read- 

Daly inquirer at 897-8808 focal @vOthers __ _ fevel in the school where I ers of People at Work of the Philip- 
554 to claim your prizes). retired three years ago... pine Daily Inquirer who wanted to 
5. In changing careers, Ihave | "Iam healthy and energetic. know about careers in the call cen- 
1. How long have you been. done or plan to do the following | since T am proficient in the ter industry. 
Ноу long have Yu cr actives, Checkallthatapplies. | English language, both oral Proficiency in English does not 
working in your presen career? TUS Talk with family, fiends | and written, what is the pos. only refer to speaking and writing 
and acquaintances 7 Sibility of my being employed with correct grammar, but also 
b. Search for career opportu. | by a call center? Speaking like an American. The CSR 
2. Are you satisfied with your nities in field of interest М. Retired. But Not Yet-rived ond telemarketer talk to Americans 
current career? c Attend further studies and their callers are Americans liv- 
ment care? ed with my 8. Consukacarcercounselor | Thank you for your lener which, ing in the USA. These Americans 
current career. © Others. quite possibly, expresses the need think chat the CSR/telemarketer 
Di No, Tam not satisfied. df many retirees ike you who are they are talking to is an American 
6.1 may not be able to pur- | stil able to work, and want to keep situated in the USA. Its important memen q 
3.Areyou planning on making sue my desire or plan to change | on working so that they can live that the CSR or telemarketer speaks vee Je 
a iepapianing on making because of the follow- | their ives to the fullest with the American "rang" ог slang mon sí now аист, 
arr change or mansion? ag reasons. Checkallthatap- | 1 forwarded your e-mail to re- and knows the American culture 1 
a career change. plies, forwarded oer Fave cal cen. This is a "must" for all involved In daily quota in terms of a minimum “he cause of high turnover among 2 
er change havea career 4. Economicor monetary con- | ters. All of them have the same те. marketing and sales Sumber of successful sales per day. frontlines in the call center indus- $ 
change but not right now. dirions ply: Why not? They have no age re- ‘Customer Service Representa- А telemarketer is expected to have try. This shift takes a toll on the f 
апда пох atay my mind. Lack of experience in field | quirement for call cemer agents (in. tives (CSRs) are he болеа who Аата коого closed sales a health of a person, particularly so if $. 
yet. of interest Ж a a "outbound or directly serve customers by re- month; this figure is translated into this person isan elderly like you, $; 
d. No, thave no plans. затен. offamilyandfiends | “lemarketer, which ae the entry sponding directly to people who call, daily and weekly closed sales. robs them of a normal life style and ¢ 
а. Age positions open for interested per- or send e-mail and chat with them In addition, a CSR or telemar- affects their quality of life and fam- 
4. My decision to change ca & Others, Pons regardless of age, education online. Most of the time, CSRs an- keter must be able to type at last. ily relationships 
and gender. Your age, status and swer questions and respond to com- 25 words per minute, and proficient (To be continued next week.) 
Nen a gg | Ч ean wl not ente ana about RO oro he ред БШ, Ming, (Ms Santamaria i president of 
ы s Macte {роды considerations Al. vices their clients are selling or pro- word processing, e-mail, chatting, Career Systems, Inc and has а 
ае кане || at a a a. Maidne the Internet and the like. PhD. in psychology and is a practic- $- 
Company mane: arg | ain pag te postion ot a6 70 aly Te magat maa document every ing psychologist, counselor, man: $ 
yare mum of 100 to 120 calls, usually call made or received; thus, the re. agement consultant, executive. 
С^ "=. | cessal woring experience as cus. before and afer a US holiday, or on quirement of a minimum typing coach, end, тыл booke "Ca. 
NAA ASAN a Friday or a Monday. Most calls are speed. ‘authored the following books: "Са 
Mel hs formato; People at Werk ul, Meneo Coie Oral... and/or martin a day ora Monday, Mor ated Scar being in good health and be: reer Counseling: Cases ond Tech. 
‘velopment Complex, Ateneo de Manila University, Loyola Heights, Qm the other hand, would a те. customers who can use language of- ing energetic is a “big plus" factor niques,” "Life/Career Planning 
uon City. Or dax to 426-6065, email ateneocord@admu.edu.ph | Cartes Lat me give ) ‘work at a call fensive to the senses. because you will surely be assigned Workbook,” "Managing Work and 
Quen буен to 0920-8319525, Write topic I.(answer), 2.(an- | center? Let me give you some іш ‘Outbound agents or telemar- the graveyard shift which is any Career,” and "Managing Your Ca- 
fet nse to 0920 8319524. Wat: оре need (an | ponant data about ihe work ee keiers ontact dedi chen tine [om AO aie bane Г able To The Top," ай of them avail- 
an 2 a bon uf the cl сетег and are expected to translate every graveyard shift is he bane of сай able at popular bookstores. Visit 
| and nige cd ue icwedseveral call into а sale. They are given а center agents. t is usually cited as www.careersystems.com.phJ 


‘I don’t have a regular job and I'm pregnant!” 


iK YOUR 
‘CAREER 


By Tita Datu Puangco 7 srs out there who are willing š menor = tur rien Yeu аз also salta $ 

) Ka to taba ia applicants my aga. Pa a aaa es cal 
HAVE JOEY кало YOUR AR (222 A ва риу that when people ene 
ticle on encouraging people to FOR THE 4 


i ad өш you're горане Gat ерун тога services. Tell your 
Star working to Amd solutions. A\wous PERSON аа yet: T hope employers lends about your пей and brain- 
aa paayon душ pf ning tke tining about о: 
tnccurage people to act, not ерен waman and sesept ON pol wish to inte our | 
Just sit down and be mindless Б: рери woman chs readers to help ou pregnant fiend 
essa doe fate a brakes about my Мермер ОГЛУ NO even M EPF Sy suspen ens er by ging her 
Gee BG rptu uem ta w ay Sid teme work she can do from the 
Me they will be furious when as the job sults her. I hope She may argue that you know beer home that would not be physically 

have been looking for a job they find out. aa ahe Job sults her, 1 Поре han pet pregnan а ie sage when enous 1 have always counted on 
wipe been looking forajob thay A problem ls dot Lat People, Smf mive preg, u are witout work: Take Courage ur venders wih the capacity and car 
uation at present. Jamon have a regular Job at the mo- mant women a chance to ANd bear everything in silence, pability to come forward and help... 
fasiam way alot. monand ugly dow wani prore amoa MN prn 
the family мау, a tonie pregnant women. rer. Pare ын бла а. монй. to Within you is precious, The baby ha goodness wili help you ind the ri = 
mately, my Immediate family to ire pregnant women, Fer “By che way, Im applying to. en value dan ale ther me seein your current dilemma, Have 
Чоп but they will find out spend for maternity leaves. writer (1 ean write feature ar. 'erialistic or practical considerations mentioned, now that you are piet courage and continue to pray. = ` 
tion but they will find out spend for materi ec a job, Writer сал write feature ar. yo coq inik or So protect thre nan, it would be diffiult to get, (Me Panao ls CRO of Arlo r 
воопаг ог ааг, Гата арар leave the house and rent шу Nadie transcriptions. you can tink of Se protect a negula jon Bur you can də partime. terprise Development Consulting, а 
T be out of the house by own place. 1 want to handie amseripkonss a IG The sooner youare wek work ou can dp t home. training and consulting company 
Шеше they find out...” this situation by myself, But mother can give pres the диг of your baby for specialising in strategy manage 

‘uy mother lan't like other It seems that a permanent Job Thank you for your letter. I can family not knowing your condition child suppor. ment, leading change, human re: 
doting grandmothers who isn't available for me right empathize with your shuation. ask the better for you. My advice is fr Неге are some ideas. You con Source systems, leadership and enter- 
dong ran ане iw grand: now. Another problem ts my myself what I would doin Jour place, you to stay in your family residence works an insurance ora pre-nesd sg UNG For your letters feed. 
would gladly tako ba freni. apes I know the hiring age is As youmentionsd,so, wiy potueliyou and take care of the baby. тойса an nano You сап do back, kindly e-mail ndvice@anc 
children so that thelr daugh- age, Таом the ЫШ moner about i Ma cy Shemay Theaccond ase is your absence telemarketing from the house. Taede com ph, or fx O77 E Ro 
ишга why Pm not telling my п college graduate, am hope- get angry, scold and berate you, but of a job, You would need money о These are in addition to what you other inquiries, please сай 892-2895, 
Thats why ртт пос емо my ful that there are still employ- she cannot tr you outinhestees, support you and the child. A you earlier mentioned like writing fea- 892-2896 ‘or 892-2898.) 


3 DAY JOB FAIR 


@ 4/F ELJ Bldg. ABS-CBN Стра. 
April 10 - 12, 2006, 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Reaching the top a 
will never be hard aga 


CALL CENTER AGENTS 


Job Offers Will Be Given to Successful Candidates Within The Day 


URGENT POSITIONS TO START * Php 15,000-18,000 BASE RATE 
on APRIL 17 * Php 5,000 UPON REGULARIZATION 
+ Premium for SALES EXPERIENCED AGENTS 
* Referral Bonus 
* 20% Night Differential 
à * Free Meal 
N C () * Paid Training 
* Performance-based bonuses 
Gro UP * Open door policy 
* Fun, comfortable and professional environment 
* Medical and Life Insurance 
| | * Fast Career movements 
* Out of town teambuilding activities 
4TH Floor, ELJ Communications Center, Requirements: 
Mother Ignacia St., Quezon City * Excellent Communication Skills 
* Outstanding Customer Service Skills 
OPERATIONS 


* Six Sigma Black Belt TECHNICAL SUPPORT AGENTS 


* Outbound Sales Operations Manager 
* Technical Support Team Manager SUPPORT GROUP CUSTOMER SERVICE AGENTS 
ality Manager + Workforce Supervisor 
+ Technical Support Operations Manager * MIS Analyst SALES AGENTS 
* Reports Analyst 
* Student-Trainees 
* Reports Ani 
* HR Employee Relations Manager 


Email Us at: Call Us at: 
manilarecruitment@ncogroup.com 981-7558 - 60 


NGO is the industry leader in providing clients with successful business process outsourcing (BPO) solutions. Our ош 
fable management, customer management services, and back office services for a diversified customer 
gained constant — to reduce client ing expenses, increase cash flow, and improve their ci 
results-driven reputation, strong financial track record, and proven business model makes NCO the choice for BPO solutions. 
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sms feedback: inquirer life name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) 
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MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM BY MIKE PETERS 


(T WASNT THE 
PLANES THAT KILLED 
THE BEAST. ,. (Т WAS THE 


ALAM MO, ALEX “ Gy NA NANLIGAW 
IT'S GREAT THAT 
SA AKIN, PERO MAY 
DALAWA NA PALA 
SIYANG GIRLSI 


YOU'RE THE 
kal BEST TALAGA SA 
LAHAT NG BOYS 


ANG DAMING LALAKI NA 
CUTE SANA, KASO SOBRA 


ANG YABANG! MGA NINETY 
PERCENT NG NANLILIGAW 
SA AKIN GANUN. 


TAPOS 1 MET A BOY NA 
HINDI AKO SIGURADO 
KUNG BOY NGA BA OR 


GIRL. Aba naman, mas 


, Г, maganda pa oto siya 
dx | 


Ë 


Sina Migo at Gabo!!! 


Ab saka natin 
siya bugisin! 


Ау, 


Kaya kaya 
nito? 
Lito YONZON * Ryan VILLENA * Ace CADA 
VORCT чи Ka тї SEO AE (e 


THEN THERE Ñ 
WAS THIS BOY 
NA SOBRANG 
BRAT TALAGA. 


IKAW NGA TALAGA ANG 
PINAKAMATINONG 
LALAKI NA NAKILALA 
KO, BAR NONEI 


6-192 
Masubukan 
nga! 


GIRL POWER! 


MANGO JAM 


AT YOUR FAVORITE 
BOOKSTORE, 
MAGAZINE SHOP 


<>, ARR - 
BY JIM DAVIS 
OTHER CATS MEOW 


WHEN THE? WANT 
THEIR FOOD 


лип ќа peinquisia. 


$ 
š 
š 
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MOPISH ! 
MANA - MOPISH ! 
MOPISH ? | MOPISH ! 


[OW SOME КЕД} PEOPLE 


by Eric $. Caruncbo 
photographs by Romy Homillada 
Young singer-songwriter 
Barbie Almalbis has 

found God, love and a 


more personal musical , 


‘voice after two successful... 
bands, nasty rumors and- > 
nearly a decade in the 
business. Could it be all P 
the positive suf she's , 
been reading? 


Barbie ы, 


‘TS BEEN a sweet year so far for Barbie Almal- 
bii 

[t's a new season for me,” says the petite 
'sitiger-songwriter, who only last June an- 


(пето, much to the dismay of fans, that she 
Vids disbanding Barbie's Cradle after six years 
and three albums together. 

Although the band’s valedictory, an anthology 
called “Barbie: The Singles,” has been out for 
less than a year, last week Barbie released “Pa- 


rade,” her first official solo album. 

The upbeat title would seem to suggest that it really 
was time to leave the Cradle. 

“Its hard to explain,” she says. "It wasn't a career 
move. It wasn't because we were fighting or anything. It 
‘wasn't the music.” 

If something's not broke, why fix it? 

А few speculated that it might have something to do 
with religious belief: Barbie has been a card-carrying 
Christian for the last five years, her erstwhile bandmates 
perhaps less so. But she insists it wasn't that, either. 

Leap of faith 

“It was more a leap of faith,” she continues. “I wanted 
to take a new direction, to start something new. It was 
something I was praying for 

t didn’t take long for her prayers to be answered. 

“In two weeks, things started falling into place,” she 
says. She hooked up with her current manager Tommy 
Tanchangco, who had been the manager of her first 
band, the Hungry Young Poets, nearly a decade ago. Tan- 
changco also manages Kitchie Nadal and runs 12 Stone 
Records, an indie label. (Coincidentally, he and Kitchie 
are also members of Barbie's congregation.) She also 
found an old bandmate, the Hungry Young Poets’ drum- 
mer Franklin Benitez, as well as a new bass player. 

“Ies funny, its like things just went full circle,” she 
says. “Almost as if it was planned.” 

On another front, a three-year friendship with a fellow 
church member recently ripened into something else: 
agape has blossomed into eros, as it were. If nothing else, 
her current relationship should finally dispel any rumors 
about her gender 

“I have no idea where it came from,” she says about 
that piece of gossip. “One time I had a gig with Aiza 
(Seguerra), the next thing I know everyone was talking 
about it.” 

Not that it's a big deal, especially in Barbie's current 
scheme of things. 
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“Its hard to keep explaining your- 
self” she says. "Basta, God knows my 
heart, and I just have to keep on mov- 
ing" 

Although she wears her Christianity 
on her sleeve, she wears it lightly, so 
she has been spared the usual stereo- 
typing that plagues other "Christian 

"From the beginning music was al- 
ways a very personal expression, so 
whatever [m learning and experienc- 
ing finds its way into my music,” she 
says. 

Only girl 

Born in 1977, Barbie grew up in Rox- 
as City, Capiz and went to school in Шо 
lo. 

"Most of my friends, my cousins and 
my brother, were all guys. I was the on- 
ly girl, so was always left behind when 
they wanted to do guy stuff. Thats 
when picked up the guitar, and started 
writing songs." 

She came to Manila for college, but 
instead found a city in the midst of a 
music explosion. She was only a couple 
of years into her business management. 
course at De La Salle University when 
the muse called, and she joined anoth- 
er singer and songwriter, Ricci Guran- 
go, to form the Hungry Young Poets. 
The band had been gigging for less 
than a year when it was snapped up by 
a major label in 1997, just before the 
"alternative music" bubble burst. The 
following year, she formed the even 
more popular Barbies Cradle after 
Hungry Young Poets called it quits, and 
before she knew it, she was in the mu- 
sic business full time. 

With Barbie's personal lyrics and in- 
timate delivery, Barbie's Cradle seemed 
to appeal to the more sensitive, intro- 
spective end of the youth market. The 
band was prolific, recording three al- 
‘bums in almost as many years. 

But in spite of her outward success, 
Barbie was experiencing what she now 
recognizes as a spiritual crisis. 

“1 was in the midst of my music ca- 
reer, and my life was good,” she recalls. 
“If there was any problem it was only 
with my relationships. But I fell into a 
depression that wouldn't go away. I 
guess being an artist you become so 


In some imagined place you stand 
Where the street goes bind 
Dressed in red in the early moon 
Az five in the afternoon. 


No dogs. Your house ike a chess 
Tower 
Watches 
As fie sees me, as fam there 


“Though a buttery weaves 
чей into tho scene 

Better, not far from what has been 
For days a pl of leaves. 


And in the air too the smell 
Of rain that fell 

n your dream. А dimwit 

| sll wonder how you did t — 


emotional, it goes up and it goes down. 
The things that used to comfort me, 
even music, didn't comfort me any- 
more. 

“1 used to talk about God with my 
friends,” she continues. “But at that 
time in my life I was really desperate to 
know. It was a matter of life and death 
to me if God was real or not. 1 really 
needed to know. That was five years 
ago, and it was a big turning point in 
mylife” 

Serendipitously, a radio station had 
been holding a contest where listeners 
were asked to write poems for their fa- 
vorite musicians. The author of the best 
poem would get a date with the musi- 
cian of his/her choice. A guy named 
Jun had won a date with Barbie, and 

frer their dinner together, he gave her 
a book as a parting gif 

“it was called ‘Angels On Assign- 
ment," she recalls. “He had found it in 
a thrift shop. It was a spiritual book 
about а guy who talked to angels and 
stuff. It moved me to tears. At that time 
in my life, 1 needed to hear the things 
he was saying. I had so many questions 
about God. It was a very desperate time 
in my life. “God, if you're real, 1 want to 
know you.’ 1 wanted to know how He 
felt about me.” 

Falling into place 

The universe had conspired to put 
that book in her hand. It seemed like 
the answer she was waiting for. Soon 
after, she found her congregation, and 
things started to fall into place. 

“As a writer, you just want to let your 
heart out, to be truthful,” she says. "Ev- 
exything has an impact on my life, 1 try 
to live it and it comes out in my writ- 
ing” 

Tt comes as no surprise to learn that 
her reading tends toward the “inspira- 
tional.” She was never a big reader, she 
admits. Even in grade school, when her 
classmates went ga-ga over “Sweet Val- 
ley High” girly romances, she never 
managed to finish one. 

“The only books I finish are the ones 
1 really love,” she says. 

“One of them was called ‘Passion For 
Jesus’ by Mike Bickle. I'm into a lot of 
autobiographies—I like real stories 
about real people.” 


For this fruit that alone took 
After the tree 
That bore it: solitary 


And pick ic up, that from your hand 
Now it might come to the end 
Ot ts own, truer, journey. Stllest We. 
The pilgrim 


Fruit 

On the rim 

Of the absolute. 

They say you are the wile 


“There's also this book called ‘No 
Compromise,’ written by a guy named 
Keith Green—he was a musician who 
died in the 80s. This guy just laid down 
his whole life for God, his passion for 
what he believed in is really inspiring. 

“A famous book among my friends is 
‘Captivating’ by John and Stacy El- 
dredge. It's a book about women. After 
read it, I gave one to my mom and to 
my sister It talks about your identity as 
a woman—how to enjoy your role as a 
woman the way God created you. The 
views are also very biblical so 1 trust 
that it works. 

Breaking mindsets 

‘John Eldredge also wrote a book 
called "Wild At Heart.’ It's about guys, 
and its a really big seller” 

“Joel Osteen wrote a book called 
‘Your Best Life Now" It’s about how to 
break mindsets—sometimes we think 
too small Ies also biblical, so 1 know it 
really works.” 

Barbie's current reading? 

One's a management book called “17 
Essential Qualities Of A Team Player" 
by John C. Maxwell. 

“1 just graduated with a degree in 
Business Management last year from 
De La Salle,” she says. ‘After Barbie's 
Cradle started, I couldn't take the 
schedules so I left school. 1 thought I 
was never going to go back, but two 
years ago, 1 did, and 1 finished the 
‘course little by little.” 

‘The other is "The Four Loves” by C.S. 
Lewis. 

“That one's a bit different from the 
books I've been reading,” she says. "Its 
more poetry, about discovering the four 
kinds of love—ftiendship, romantic 
love, love between parents and chil- 
dren, stuff like that, When I read ‘The 
Four Loves’ it was a feast for me, I loved 
it so much.” 

Its hard to believe that Barbie's been 
around for nearly a decade now, partly 
because she looks no different from 
when she started in 1996, but also be- 
cause artistic longevity is an increas- 
ingly rare phenomenon, specially now 
in the age of the disposable celebrity. 

Perhaps because she's not afraid to 
grow, Barbie's fans have grown right 
along with her 


1 never had. 

Unborn, Or else, being much younger, 
Someone | knew as a lad. 

They say you are my mother 


How can either be? 

How can anything not be? 

1 ат ancient of days enough. 

Believe this, that you are a photograph 


‘Of me, one click 
And itis night 

“Though nothing else might 
Be altered, just God's trick 


Borrowed to argue that to look 
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T is the perfect time. The books await, lying in 
the cramped comfort of the darkness in handbags 
and backpacks, just longing to raise their opened 
pages to the imperious sun. The books are ready. 
Let the Sunday Ingumen Magazine provide the 
dead reckoning for your literary journeys as we 
present the season's most remarkable reads 


in our annual Summer Reading Issue. 
Time to open up. 


Ruel S. De Vera 
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The Sea 


S quiet, moody tale 
xc Banville 

ian Booker 
wing 
lowing 

sal death 
Is badk to 

is child- 
mo the 

om Max, partic- 
ularly when he trains his curious gaze on 
his strange neighbors, the Grace family. It 
is the time he spends with the remarkably 
different twins Myles and Chloe that 
holds the key to his realizations. “The 
Sea" is breathtaking in its lushness and 
deserves to be read slowly, page by pre- 
cious page, ADV 


“Bangkok Tattoo” 
by John Burdett, Bantam Press 
MEET Bangkok police detective Som- 


chai Jitpleecheep, halfThai and half- 
American, who muses on Buddhist phi- 
losophy as he navigates the seamy side 
streets of Bangkok's red light district. The 
cast of characters in “Bangkok Tattoo,” 
the second in what one hopes will be a 
long-running series, includes an opium- 
smoking CIA burnout, the star attraction 
in the brothel owned by Somchai's moth- 
er (herself a retired prostitute), his part- 
ner who is on the threshold of transform- 
ing himself into a she, his potice colonel 
boss who runs a profitable drug-traffick- 
ing operation, and a crazed Yakuza tattoo 
artist who may or may not be the Killer 
he's after. Burdett's thrillers are to run-of 
the-mill detective fiction what Thai cui 
sine is to fast-food: an exotic, spicy and 
addictive alternative once you get used to 
the chillies. Ere S. Caruncho 


“Anansi Boys” 
by Neil Gaiman, William Morrow 

A SEQUEL in spirit to “American Gods," 
Gaiman's novel takes the readers on an- 
other intricately intriguing road trip 
through mythology, 
Charlie Nancy, son of the trickster god 
Anansi, playing point. After his father's 


books to cozy up with this sumMer 


Photographs by Rudy Esperas 


death, Charlie must track down his 
long-lost brother Spider, who has 
stolen some of Anansi’s powers. The 
wired landscape of oddball travelers 
and uncharted territory recalls the 
packed pantheon of Gaiman's “The 
Sandman.” Mythological mayhem 
ensues, making this a must-read. Its 
epic, funny and engrossing all at the 
same time. RSDV 


“Tokyo” 
by Mo Hayder, Bantam Books 

A YOUNG English woman winds 
up working as a hostess in a Tokyo 
club frequented by gangsters, while 
on a dangerous mission to dig up the 
rumored elixir of their ancient, 
wheelchair-bound Yakuza boss. The 
strange cure is the price demanded 
by a university professor in exchange 
for a film on the 1937 Nanking Mas- 
sacre that the girl needs to prove 
sanity. This fast-paced novel moves 
back and forth between the horrors 
and devastation of war and the 
equally edge-of-one's-seat instances 
of cruelty, mutilation and cunning 
in Tokyo's underworld as the girl 
tracks down the exotic elixir 
Get ready to turn to toast as 
you completely forget the 
sun and ignore the sea as 
you grapple with your- 
self, trying not to peek 
into the novel's gut- 
wrenching, yet satisfying 
conclusion. Pennie Azarcor-dela 
сш 


“The 5th Horseman” 
by James Patterson and Maxine 
Paetro, Warner Books 

А FAST and easy read, perfect for 
waiting it out in airport lounges and 
deck chairs. Someone's killing off pa 


tients at the San Francisco Municipal 
Hospital just when they're recuperat- 
ing, and young giris--fully dressed in 
expensive designer rags—are turning 
up dead inside cadillacs. 1s the hospi 

tal covering up for its staff to shield its 
reputation in an explosive court bat- 
tle, or was it an honest case of mistak- 
en medication? Who have been mur- 
dering the women and why are they 
posed like mannequins inside expen- 
sive cars? If you're not too particular 
about some loose ends, you're bound 
to enjoy this medical and courtroom 
thriller. Its like munching peanuts 
while watching the games: mindless 
pleasure, but why not? РАС 
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Read... 


"Brokeback Mountain" 
by Annie Proulx, Scribner 

IT'S satisfying to read a short 
story after seeing the acclaimed 
and controversial movie, and 
realize how screenwriters Larry Í 
McMurtry and Diana Ossana 
have stayed faithful to the / 
words of original author An- 
nie Proulx. They knew well 
enough to leave a good thing 
alone, down to the now-famous “I wish 1 
knew how to quit you” line, which captures 
the frustration of two people who can nev- 
er really have what they want most 
Proulx, she of the expansive views of life in 
Smalltown America and the big hearts that 
beat there, first had "Brokeback Mountain” 
published in The New Yorker magazine. 
But before Ang Lee brought the words to 3- 
D life against the breathtaking landscape 
of Wyoming, the story was already a win- 
ner. The book starts with an already sad 
and solitary Ennis, left with nothing but 
dreams of Jack and hoping to “rewarm the 
old, cold time on the mountain when they 
owned the world and nothing seemed 
wrong." Gay or straight, this must be one 
of the most straightforward love stories 
Tve ever read—which makes it all the 
more powerful and outstanding. A fast 
read, but wonderful anyway. For the 
straight guys out there who are still afraid 
to see the movie, use this to break you in 


and realize why art is truly universal 
А Y Alya B. Honasan 


“Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt” 
by Anne Rice, Alfred A. Knopf 

NO matter what you say about Anne 
Rice, the fact is, the woman can tell a dra- 
matic story; even her erotic literature has a 
semblance of literary style. So when she 
decided to take on the world's most con- 
troversial subject for a novel, people were 
ready to pounce, aghast that Jesus Christ 
should be fodder for the same woman who 
made complicated epics out of the lives of 
vampires and witches. But set aside any 
fears and biases, and take this as she calls 
ita novel. And as a fleshed-out account 
of the early days of Jesus, from the time he 
was a boy of 7 to the finding in the Temple, 
when he gets a first glimpse of his account- 
ability to a power higher than Mom and 
Dad, its hard to put down. Its fascinating 
to imagine what life must have been like 
for this boy, who unwittingly cursed a play- 
mate to death when he was 7, only to bring 
him back to life, The novel ends with the 
boys realization and acceptance of his 
mission on earth, after his mother explains 
the story of his birth to him. We all know 
how everything turns out, but this is one 
time when the ending doesn't spoil the 
progress of the story and Rice's imagina- 
tive presentations of scenes in the young 
Christ's Ше. ABH 


“Little Earthquakes” 
by Jennifer Weiner, Washington Square 
Press 

WE FIRST reviewed Weiner's “Good In 
Bed” for SIM some years ago, a cute ham- 
mock-reading piece about a girl whose 
journalist ex-boyfriend uses her as fodder 
for his column and sends her on a life- 
changing quest for herself. Looks like her 
work may be echoing her own life trajec- 
tory, as Weiner (who, according to the cov- 
er notes, now has a husband and a daugh- 

ut “the journey of new 

Somehow, though, after 
having a ball with “Good in Bed” heroine 
Cannie Shapiro, Weiner's attempt to han 
dle multiple characters leaves ea 
litle shallow 


motherh 


h one a 


and not very original. She 


traces a montirby- 
month year in the life 
of mothers and moth- 


Ayinde and Lia, and 
throws them into the 
usual stew of problems, 
from pushy mothers-in- 

law to couch potato spous- 

ез; Ayinde's unfaithful bas- 

ketball star husband should 

just have been called “Kobe.” 

Even an attempt at drama, in 

how Lia copes with her baby’s death, is 
predictable, and made a little off putting 
by the fact that she's the only one whose 
story is told in first person, so it irritates 
rather than engages. In fact, its the at- 
tempt to tell too many stories at the same 
time, rather than telling one or two stories 
very well, that burdens this book. Still, 
light and useful enough to have along 
while waiting for your flight out of town. 
ABH 


“Now is the Time to Open Your 
Heart” 
by Alice Walker, Phoenix Books 

ENOUGH already! Walker's celebrated 
novel, “The Color Purple” (which became 
a Steven Spielberg movie) recalls the Black 
Woman's burden—the slavery of a race 
and the subsequent oppres- 
sion of its women by its own 
menfolk. In her latest novel, 
Walker again harks back to 
conquest —of the South 
American Indians by the 
Spaniards— through the 
main characters undergoing 
a midlife crisis, with the 
‘woman exploring the Ama- 
zon jungle. The jungle ad- 
venture includes encounters 
with shamans, bodhisattvas, 
ancient healer-crones, gurus 
and other New Age types 
that give the author enough 
opportunity to foist past-life 
dialogues om us that—you guessed 
it—chronicle the rape and plunder of 
digenous Indian tribes by the White Men. 
As expected, the resolution of the couple's 
midlife crisis is found in their rediscovered 
connection to Mother Earth and her gift of 
forgiveness for the excesses of the past. 
Meandering and annoying. PAC 


NON-FICTION 


“Secrets of Style” 
by Lisa Arbetter, In Style Books 

“ALL a woman needs to be chic is a rain- 
coat, two suits, a pair of trousers and à 
cashmere sweater,” said designer Hubert 
de Givenchy. The story may be a little dif- 
ferent in this part of the globe, far away 
from Hollywood, but there's still a lot to b 
learned from this lavishly illustrated, 
celebrity-loaded how-to from the editors 
of the 10-year-old fashion mag In Style, 
which has long been more about wearing 
fashion than ogling it Divided into four 
sections covering everything from style ba- 
sics to specific items (skirts, lingerie, dress- 
es, shirts and blouses) and even care and 
storage, the book provides information as 
well as entertainment. A section on the 
perfect white shirt, for example, uses vin- 
tage photos of Cybill Shepherd and 
Brigitte Bardot wearing their men's shirts 


Mireille Gulane 


burn remains the benchmark for wearing 
the Little Black Dress (LBD). Pinays can 
probably skip the sections on coats and 
cashmere sweaters, unless they travel to 
the temperate zones frequently, but every- 
thing else is an eye-opener. Like, did you 
know the difference between a string biki | 
ni and a high-cut Rio, or a demi-bra and d 
shelf bra? Neither did L ABH 


“French Women Don’t Get Fat” 
by Mirelle Guiliano, Vintage Books 
FINALLY! In the time of the (yawn) 
South Beach diet, a book that doesn't tell 
us so much how to eat, as how to live. The 
author speaks with authority—she was 
born and raised in France before moving to 
‘America. And the gist of her message: Eat- 
ing healthy is not a regimen, but a way of 
life into which you incorporate good atti 
tudes and habits. The basics are so simple 
they boggle the mind: Eat three meals a 
day, at regular times, and start with a prop- 
er breakfast. Eat peu a peu, or little by lit- 
Че, and you can eat a little of everything. 
Eat slowly, and sitting down (hence, the fa- 
mous three-hour French luncheons). Drink 
some wine, its good for you and helps 
make the meal even more leisurely. Corol- 
lary to that, take walks and strolls (not 
“marches,” as Guiliano calls some women's 
routines) and don't be afraid of stairs, In- 
crease your intake of fruits, 
vegetables, nuts and olive oil. 
My hands-down favorite im- 
perative: “Prerending...plea- 
sures don’t exist, or trying to 
eliminate them from your di- 
et, will probably lead to 
weight gain.” Thus, say yes to 
bread, chocolate, and other 
treats, but go for top quality, 
like traditional sugarless 
baguettes and fine dark 
chocolate. This could have 
been subtitled, “French wom- 
en are so used to enjoying 
themselves that they never 
have to binge.” Allin alla fun 
read, with recipes for the more domestical- 
iy inclined, but with enough banter even if 
you skip those pages. A great gift for a gal 
pal or any cosmopolitan woman. ABH 


“The Bluffer’s Guide to Women” 
by Marina Muratore 

"The Bluffer's Guide to Men” 
by Anthony Mason, Oval Books 

YOU don't need to be a bluffer to appre- 

iate these slim guides to surviving the bat- 
tle of the sexes. The garden variety Clue- 
Jess Person—that's you and me on most oc- 
casions—can certainly use the factoids 
presented in the Guide to Women to figure 
ош stuff that has baffied men for cen- 
turies. Like, why women can't read maps 
(because our brains are wired to chart 
routes by landmarks, not maps or com- 
pass); what women notice first in a man 
(the eyes, followed by the bottom, clothes, 
cash, teeth, hair); why women troop to 
lavatories as a group, why they feel guilty 
as sin all the time, how shopping affects 
those feel-good endorphins, how fertility 
hormones lower alcohol tolerance, etc. 
Well now, them are stuff even I didn't know 
till now. 

On the other hand, I think 1 have the 
male of the species all figured out: the 
male penis comes in different sizes (well, 
duuhi), men can run fester than women 
because they have a higher concentration 

f hemoglobin in their system and narrow- 

er hips, men think of sex every six min- 
le drivers never ask for di 
rections for fear of appearing 


ndin, 


Hidalgo B 


reser 


help- 
less, 
and theyd pro- 
crastinate everything except 
sitting down to a meal or having sex. 
In ай, very helpful—a good mix of sound 
scientific facts leavened by goofy humor. 
PAG 
All titles available from National Book 
Store. 
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“Philippine Speculative Fiction Volume I” 
edited by Dean Francis Alfar 
Kestrel IMG 

‘A WELCOME visitation, this collection of 
short stories from Filipino writers delves 
exclusively in the realm of fantasy and sci- 
ence fiction, yet the pieces in “Philippine 
Speculative Fiction” may have evolved into 
a different breed somewhere in between, 
which is a good thing. From lan Rosales 
Casocors audacious investigation of Jose 
Rizal to J. Pocholo Martin B. Goitie’s vision 
of the Filipino's future in the being Magen- 
ta, the stories here lace the future with the 
flavor of our past. New and old fictionists 
like Angelo R. Lacuesta, Gabriela Lee and 
Francezca C. Kwe lend their vibrant voices 
to this project. “To find the fantastic, we 
must create the fantastic,” Alfar writes in 
his introduction to this fantastic find. 
RSDV 


“Selected Stories” 
by Jose Y. Dalisay Jr. 
University of the Philippines Press 

IF you've never read the great Butch Dal- 
isay before, you will see in this collection of 
stories, sharp and gleaming as a polished 
sword, why he's won just about every pós- 
sible award in this hemisphere, and several 
times, at that. Aside from his masterful 
command of the English language, its Dal- 
isays ability to change voice in every story 
that is an utter delight, even when he's nor 
a character in the tale, He's bitter and rav- 
ing in the virtual love letter that is "Mes- 
sage to Zenocrate,” throbbing with adoles- 
cent longing for the beauty next door in 
“Cameo,” clinical and omnipotent in the 
Palanca award-winning play of scenes that 
is “The Woman in the Box," and my fa- 
vorite, a dignified wild boar confronting 
the degradation of his habitat and the mor- 
tality of his kind in “Pig,” Every story is dif- 
ferent, whether covering a span of years or 
a single scene in a Cubao girlie bar, but 
they/re also all the same—simply excellent. 
Read it, get lost in the words, and feel darn 
proud that a Pinoy can lay it on like this. 

ABH 


“Iskrapbuk” 
by Allan N. Derain, UP Press 

THIS reads like a Lino Brocka movie 
script: gritty, textured, and pockmarked 
with real-life dilemmas too painful to con- 
template. One story follows a messenger 
through his frustrating routine as he goes 
about his errands in the opportunistic city; 
another focuses on the passengers of a 
small-town jeepney who wrestle with their 
conscience over giving up their seat to a 
woman who had just given birth to a fish 


gossip goes); then 

there's the man who finally 

allows his aging mother to tend a sari- 
sari store to give her something to do, and 
discovers to his chagrin how their greedy 
neighbors have taken advantage of her 
failing eyesight. While the stories 
readers a generous glimpse of the darker 
side of everyday life, the author's satirical 
touch, the tongue-in-cheek observations 
and conversational Filipino make the 
pieces accessible enough, even entertain- 
ing. PAC 


“Takod” 
by David Hontiveros 
Visual Print Enterprises 

‘SOMETHING'S rotten in what was once 
the little settlement of Mapayapa. And 
now, years later, Mike Lasombra returns to 
this place from his past with a curious pen- 
dant around his neck. Af- 
ter encountering a wiz- 
ened old woman who 
knows more than she's 
letting on, Mike will di 
cover the throbbing dark 
secret of Mapayapa. The 
bloody, frightening shad- 
ow behind Mapayapa will 
require more of Mike 
than he ever imagined. 
АШ this, in  straightfor- 
‘ward horror and in alle- 
gorical manner, is stuffed 
into Hontiveros's compact 
and creepy novella. RSDV 


we 
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“Curacao Cure and 
Other Stories” 

by Paulino Lim, Jr. 
Anvil Publishing, Inc. 

FIFTEEN stories, each based on an actu- 
al incident, feeling or idea that the writer 
includes as a short preface to each offer- 
ing. An uneven collection, with most ofthe 
stories tending to be ponderous as the au- 
thor analyzes his characters’ intentions, 
usually with a philosophical treatise on the 
frailties of human nature. The best picks 
include “Violation,” which has a comfort 
woman detailing her ordeal as a sex slave 
to Japanese troops before students in an 
American campus; “Pining on the Love 
Boat,” a play on both the characters name 
and the rediscovered longings of a middle- 
aged widow on a cruise, and the ttle story, 
about a homesick Filipino deck hand who 
discovers belatedly that his station in life 
entitles him only to the paid pleasures of a 
Curacao hotel. Handy enough to take to 
the beach when the sun's too hot to swim 
and you can't nap, either. PAG 


“Jungle Planet and Other Stories” 
by Lakambini А. Sitoy, UP Press 

ONE of your best bets to keep the heat 
and boredom at bay this summer. This slim 
volume is packed with first-rate stories re- 
markable for their lyricism, humanity and 
details, as well as insights into the sinister 
layers that lie, like a coiled snake, beneath 
the relationships we take for granted 
Among the unforgettable ones: a dutiful 
daughter, now a nurse, sees in her fathers 
diseased body the welts that his belt had 
marked on her young skin many many 


бм 


N, Paulino Lim Jr, 


f luctanely receives the pompous activist 


and former lover now offering her a pre- 
need plan and unwarranted guilt ("Injury 
Zone”); the languid seduction had turned 
out to be a cruel joke, so she abandons her 
friend in a dark forlorn area where she be- 
comes tabloid fodder the next day ('De- 
nial, Denial"). In all, an absorbing foray in- 
to the complicated workings of the human 
mind as it navigates the treacherous ter- 
rain of memory, expectations and pride. 

PAC 


“A Literary Journey with Gilda 
Cordero Fernando” 

by Sylvia Mendes Ventura 

UP Press 

HERE'S a thought: What if the author 
had collected Gilda Cordero Fernando's 
best stories in a reader, grouped them ac- 
cording to theme and given each chapter 
an introduction that features a capsule lit- 
erary review and liberal quotes from GCF 
оп how some of the stories derived from 
her colorful life? 

Now that would be a book worth taking 
to the beach. The stories are bound to de- 
light with their potent mix of wiles, whim- 
sy and cultural wildfire, while the reviews 
can only add depth and substance to one's 
enjoyment. As it is, the literary journey 
whets the readers’ appetite for the stories 
being described but they find, alas, that 
they'd have to make do with excerpts. It's 
like expecting a feast in true GCF fashion, 
but making do with chips and dips. Bitin! 

PAC 
XZ, “Out of Doors” 
by Ernest Superal Yee 
Giraffe Books 

THINK “Brokeback Moun- 
tain,” except that in place of 
Wyoming cowboys, Wendell 
and Adrian are childhood 
friends and later, partners in an 
architectural firm. All about 
how they discovered and finally 
acknowledged their tentative 
feelings for each other, how 
Adrian found a succession of 
lovers, and the many ways one 
can describe male tumescence 
and gay lust. Really now; Pd like 
to meet these characters who 
can be unnaturally articulate about their 
sex life even to first-time acquaintances. 
Like most porn movies, the novel gets 
repetitive after the initial encounters and 
you actually feel a headache coming on. 


Not tonight, please 
PM РАС 


NON-FICTION 


“Authentic Recipes from the Philippines” 
Recipes by Reynaldo G. Alejandro 
Photographs by Luca Invernizzi Tettoni 
Periplus Editions 

THIS book looks so scrumptious you can 
just eat it up. Indeed, if one truly eats with 
the eyes first, consider yourself full just by 
browsing through the pages and their 
spread of dishes so vividly photographed 
you can almost taste them. 

More than the glossy photos however, 
the book stirs up the appetite not just for 
Filipino cuisine, but its history as well, 
with essays that define Filipino food, re- 
gional variations and the changing flavors 
of these global times. Apparently targeted 
to the expat Pinoy and the foreign market, 
the book is also particularly helpful in 
sourcing the most common ingredients of 
a typical Filipino meal, the best substi 
tutes, and how to handle them. 

‘The recipes are very detailed, with exact 
measurements, local names, cooking time 
and methods given, so that even amateur 
cooks are bound to come up with some- 
thing edible, if not spectacular, with this 
book. For the locals, there may be few sur- 
prises: the mix of everyday and holiday 
dishes are common enough (kare-kare, 
menudo, bulalo, lengua), but the visuals 
are so appetizing you're bound to rush to 
your kitchen and whip up something, just 
to see if your actual dish can approximate 
the picture. PAC 


“Tsinoy: The Story of the Chinese in 
Philippine Life” by Teresita Ang-See 
Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran, Inc. 

FROM the time the first Chinese traders 
began interacting with the locals to the Fil- 
ipino-Chinese's involvement in everyday 
customs, “Tsinoy” traces the origins and 
development of the Tsinoy, complete with 
maps, rare photographs and informative 
sidebars. Part celebration and part ency- 
dopedia, “Tsinoy” delves into the mindset 
and the obstacles faced by the pioneering 
Filipino-Chinese and is in itself a testament 
to how thoroughly integral they have be- 
come to Filipino life as we know it. R&V 


“Saulado: Mga Tula” 
by Rebecca Т. Añonuevo 
UP Press 

“SAULADO” means memorized, an apt 
title for this poetry collection that deals 
with the tricks played by one's memory: As 
the author asks in her foreword: When do 
memories become ruthless? When do they 
wound, and when do they heal? What do 
we remember most and why do we re- 
member them? The tone is wistful, almost 
melancholy and the language difficult at 
times, but the images are fresh, even 
startling in parts. Worth a read. РАС 


“The Road I Travelled: A Memoir” 
by Gloria T Aragon, M.D. 
UP Press 

MIGHT one suggest a shortcut or a de- 
tour? Why not convert this into a valedic- 
tory speech for one's 75th or 80th birthday, 
invite all the doctors, classmates, profes- 
sors and friends acknowledged here for 
helping the author become a pioneering 
and well-traveled female in the medical 
field, distribute copies of the speech in CD 
and save some trees in the process? Except 
for the portion on the deprivations of the 
war which read surprisingly well, this is 
one journey weld rather skip. Reads too 
much like a diary with los of medical jar 
gon, breast-beating and back-patting. PAC 


“Huling Ptyk: Da Art of Nonoy 
Marcelo” Pandy Aviado, Sylvia Mayuga 
and Dario Marcelo, eds. Anvil 

THE late Nonoy Marcelo, best known for 
his long-running comic strips “Tisoy” and 
“Ikabod,” was a cultural avatar whose art 
reflected contemporary Philippine reality 
тоге effectively than most “serious” social 
critics. In “Huling Pryk,” the editors who 
better than his closest friend, his ex-wife 
and his son?—compile articles, interviews 
and analyses that shed light on various 
facets of Marcelo's complex genius, from 
his unique personal language, to his expe- 
riences abroad, to his intimate relation- 
ships. Livening up the volume are copious 
illustrations by the maestro himself, taken 
from his four-decade career, which alone 
are worth the price of admission. It is a fit- 
ting memorial to a true Filipino original 

вс 


“The Cardinal's Sins, the General's 
Cross, the Martyr's Testimony and 
Other Affirmations” 
by Gregorio C. Brillantes 
Ateneo de Manila University Press 

THE RANGE of topics in Brillantes 
book will floor you, the articles sometimes 
contrarian, seemingly dated, but timel 
in their craftsmanship and intellect. Gath- 
ering his journalistic pieces over the last 
four decades, “The Cardinal's Sins” show- 
cases Brillantes's muscular prose, his ca- 
pacity for finding the right angle for the 
most impregnable subjects. Where else 
‘will you find a book that features Marcos, 
Ninoy, the Santo Niño and Teilhard de 
Chardin? Particularly flavorful are his 
longer essays, such as the profoundly af- 
fecting reflection on Nick Joaquin. RSDV 


“Dark Hours” 
by Conchitina Cruz, UP Press 

SPEAKING through her poems! slender 
stanzas, Cruz communicates with the city 
sprung up around her. Puzzling out the 
city’s contradictions, its hidden hurts and 
gifts, the poems in “Dark Hours” are en- 
thralling in their ambition and wiles, 
whether its the lyrical longing in "I must 
say this about the city" or the mystery and 
signs of “Autobiography.” A book so beguil 
ing in its simplicity, “Dark Hours” leaves 
you with remembered lines like this опе: 
“in your sleep, you wake to a yellow field. 
You are lost in such beauty. Bruised for 
life” SOV 


“Cagraray: A Bicol Is- 
land-World" 
by Anita Feleo and David Sheniak 
with photographs by Sonny Yabao 

Cagraray Environmental Protection 
and Development Foundation 

THIS coffee-table book is a master- 
work of soft-sell packaged in a good 
read, although it will probably appeal 
‘most to sons and daughters ofthis lovely 
province (yours truly included), The 
book is a project of the Cagraray Envi- 
ronmental Protection and Development 
Foundation, whose goal is “to make ће 
Bicolanos believe in themselves and pre- 
serve whatever nature and their fore- 
bears have given them.” Indeed, there's 
much here that the Bicolano has to be 
proud of. The text is characteristic of the. 
gallivanting writing tandem of Anita 
Feleo and the late David Sheni 
ak—breezy, loaded with anecdotes and 
packed with encounters with people, 
from government bigwigs to coastal 
fishermen. And the artful photographs 
by the inimitable Sonny Yabao—need 
we say more? Interestingly structured 
from the macro (the Bicol region, people 
and history) to the micro (Albay and the 
idyllic 481-square kilometer island of 
Cagraray itself), it's an informative and 
engaging guide to Bicol that will make 
you want to visit—and help you under- 
stand the joie de vivre that Bicolanos are 
born with. ABH 


“Ukkil: Visual Arts of the Sulu 
Archipelago” 
by Ligaya Fernando-Amilbangsa 
ADMU Press 

LIGAYA Femando-Amilbangsa is 
known first and foremost as a dancer 
and dance researcher, the most zealous 
proponent of the pangalay or traditional 
dance. This book, a work of formidable 
scholarship, also reaffirms her role as a 
champion of Sulu art and culture, the 
world she married into and embraced 
with much passion. The book covers sev- 
en chapters packed with information, 
archival photographs (many from Amil- 
bangsa's personal collection) and illus- 
trations that demonstrate how art per- 
meates almost every facet of life in the 
Sulu Archipelago, from common decora- 
tive symbols, cloth, and basketry to pot- 
tery and jewelry. The word ukkil refers to 
a common curvilinear design motif, as 
well as the act of carving itself. The cre- 
ative process in Sulu “takes place 
through constant interaction with self 
taught artisans,” Amilbangsa writes, and 
such personal encounters were among 
her cited sources for what will prove to 
be a definitive work; after all, she 
began research on it more than 20 
years ago. A must for every serious 
student of Philippine culture and 
art, though definitely not an easy 
read. 


“Regarding Space” 
by Sid Gomez Hildawa 
National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts 
EXPERIMENTATION 
with structure and scope is 
at the heart of 
this long over: | 
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Fer the boys and girls ef summer... 


by Ruth L. Navarra 


BAREFOOT 


FIRE e 


WHILE sun and surf are the much-an- 
ticipated highlights of a Filipino kid's sum- 
mer experience, the free hours can also 
become a portal to discovery and dream- 
ing. Kids can explore from their armchair 
or the beach blanket with these tomes. 


PHILIPPINE 
PUBLICATIONS 


“Noong Unang Panahon” 
Retold by Rafaelita S. Valera 
Mlustrated by Ghani Madueño 
Adarna House 

IN the beginning, Bathala created everything 
on earth from the body of a man who thought he 
was God. From a handful of mud, Kabunian 
molded three persons with different skin tones; 
the king of birds missed his prey but opened a 
huge bamboo with Malakas and Maganda inside. 
‘These creation myths of the Philippines were 
probably told to you when you were a kid. Now 
its your tum to share it with the young ones. 


“Ang Prinsipeng Mahaba ang Ilong” 
Retold by Christine S. Bellen 
Mlustrated by Liza A. Flores 
‘Anvil Publishing, Inc. 

А CURSE made the prince's nose " 
саз tail.” His parents protected him from embar- 
rassment by hiring only employees with ugly 
noses. So the young prince grew up thinking that 
his nose was the norm and it was beautiful—un- 
til he got out ofthe kingdom for the first time and 
discovered that he was different. Indeed, beauty 
is more t 


Lola Basyang's stories by Severino Reyes thats 
been given new life by Christine S. Bellen's 
retelling. 


“100 Questions Filipino Kids Ask” 
Адата 

IF THE kids you know ask too many questions, 
then this book will keep them (and you) occu- 
pied. It answers questions like why cats don't like 
taking a bath or if aliens really do exist. Divided 
into nine categories with illustrations that can 
help its readers understand even the most com- 
plex subject, its a sure-fire way to become the 
best know-it-all there is. 


“Ang Binibining Tumalo sa Mahal na 
Hari” 
Retold by Christine S. Bellen 
Illustrated by Elbert Or 
Anvil 

WHOEVER said that a girl is incapable of kick- 
ing some royal butts has not met Sharay, a smart 
‘commoner who outwitted the king in all the tests 
set out for her. The book encourages the use of 
logical reasoning to overcome impossible tasks. 
If Sharay were a real person and alive today, 
she'd be more than a match for Prince William! 


“Barefoot in Fire” 
by Barbara-Ann Gamboa Lewis 
Pictures by Barbara Pollak, Tahanan Books 
INSTEAD of giving Poch a proper name, her 
parents gave her the right to choose her own. She 
did. At 10, she decided to become Barbara, 
meaning “foreign, strange.” That was just the be- 
ginning of her adventures as the little girl who 
thrived in Manila during World War П. For the 
generation spoiled by game consoles, cable tele- 
vision and microwave ovens, this is a must-read, 


Read „ronas 


from the prize-winning Hildawa. 
The titular poem exemplifies the 
spare efficiency of his- lines. 
Hildawa traces the arc of art in the 
eye of the beholder in the places 
he visits, like a mall or a church, 
drawing conclusions from the de- 
tails, such as the passage of the 
unknown in “Instructions for 
Malling”: "Exit without ceremony, 
treading/ lightly on the floor be- 
ing mopped as you pass.” RSDV 


“Barako, The Big Bean” 
by Chit Juan and 
Alejandro Mojica, Anvil 

LET's get this straight: Barako is 
a coffee bean variety also known 
as Philippine Liberica, not the 
catch-all generic that has so far 
meant a strongly-brewed cuppa, 
or the street-slang for an unrepen- 
tant macho. Or so says the Figaro 
Coffee Company that came out 
with this life history of the barako, 
“to save the bean from extinc- 
tion,” according to the authors 
Since we're not coffee farmers, 
lets skip the agri techniques, the 
pest and disease management, 
the tips on coffee-growing and 
coffee taste tests that fill up two- 
thirds of this book, and head 
straight to what matters most: 
how to enjoy fancy coffee concoc- 
tions without the palpitations 
brought on by an overeaffeinated 
bill. Lets see: There's ice coffee 
nog (with egg and mill), blended 
with ripe mango, mixed with lam- 
banog and honey, and stirred with 
cola. The rest are varieties of 
barako with cream: mocha or 
vanilla ice cream, evaporated 
milk, whipped milk, mallows and 
chocolate syrup, Oh yes, the book. 
Shall we say, it's lusciously pack- 


aged, ripe, robust and bursting 
with facts, but lacking the flavor, 
body and aroma that real coffee 
lovers seek? PAC 


“Potluck: Hidalgo Bond- 
ing—A Family Heritage 
Cookbook,” 
Jaime C. Laya and Adelaida Lim, 
eds. Anvil 

A HEARTWARMING blend of 
personal history, family pride, 
culinary skills and heirloom 
recipes. Through celebratory es- 
says, five generations of the Hi- 
dalgo-Lim-San- 
doval families fond- 
iy recall occasions 
when food became 
the main glue that 
cemented their ties 
over the years and 
across the globe. 
Restored sepia pho- 
tographs recall а 
bygone era and 
give this book visu- 
al appeal and his- 
torical depth, while 
the sheer range of 
recipes (from faba- 
da to diningding to 
blue cheese ham- 
burgers) give readers ample 
choice in kitchen practice. A 
bonus: You can always read the 
well-written essays while waiting 
for the soup to boil and feed both 
body and soul in the process. PAG 


“The Home Spa” 
by Melissa Pizaña-Cruz 
Anvil 

WEVE all been suckered into 
buying those big fency home spa 
how-to's, only to be stumped 
looking for a facial mask ingredi- 
ent that's only found in some ex- 


must-have book. 
All titles available from leading bookstores. 


FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 


“The Pretty Committee Strikes Back” 
by Lisi Harrison, Little, Brown 
‘THIS BOOK is ah-absolutely, puh-sitively 
for the teenage Paris Hilton wannabes. In 
this fifth installment in the Clique series, 
join the girls of the Pretty Committee as they 
Head to Lake Placid with bags filled to the rim 
with rhinestone-covered Keds, earth-tone-only 
tops and bug spray. The meaning of life will nev- 
er be discussed in this novel, but it will teach you 
how to use glossed lips to your advantage. 


otic rainforest or Himalayan pop- 
py field. Now, just what we 
needa book of fun beauty 
recipes by a Pinay, with ingredi- 

ents you can find in the nearest 
supermarket. Want to smoothen 
those feet? How about a home 
paraffin treatment with white 
candle wax and plastic wrap 
while you're taking in that soap 
opera? There are scrubs made 
from brown sugar face masks 
from store-bought yogurt, oat- 
meal or honey and hair treat- 
ments from coconut, olive or 
sesame oil. The au- 

thor suggests sub- 

stitutes, explains 

why the treatment 

works, and keeps 

the recipes very 

simple. The cute il- 

lustrations by Lyra 
Abueg-Garcellano 

are consistent with 

! the spirit of 
fun--these aren't 

serious dermato- 

logical procedures, 

but healthy ways to 

relax and beautify 

yourself using na- 

ture's own trove of 

kitchen cosmetics. As proponents 

of chemical-free pampering say, if 
you can’t put it in your mouth, 
don't put it on your face--and al- 
most everything in this book is 
good enough to eat! мн 


multaneously 
and self-absorbed, 
the tribulations that 


and his addiction to 


CARTOONS 


“ang Mundo ni 
Andong Agimat” 


darker than “Clas 
ipino and featur 


Arre continues to 


“Fat, Cranky, and Full of 

Funny Essays with Delusions 

of Grandeur” 

by Sonni M. Viudez 

Milflores Publishing, Inc. 
PERHAPS the most hilarious 

book youll read this year, “Fat, 

Cranky, and Full of It” gather hu- 


by Steven Pabalinas 
Pango Publishing 
YOU haven't seen i 
reverent until you've 
read “Divine Com- 
edy" Pabalinass 
deconstruction 


morist Viudez's biting pieces from 
his Woman's Journal column. Si- 
self-deprecating 
iudez recalls 


growing up a smart yet otherwise 
helpless Filipino, reflecting on 
Jerry Yan, high school reunions 


seems as though Viudez constant- 
ly has strange things happening to 
him—and yet he peels through 
the events with wit and wonder. 
RSOV 


COMIC BOOKS AND 


by Arnold Arre, Tala Studios 
A LOGICAL and well-crafted 
evolution of Arre's folklore-meets- 
modernity trip in “The Mythology 
Class,” this graphic novel is more 
action-packed, faster-paced and 
” Told in Fil- 
g crisp art, "Ag- 
imat” is an epic in a fishbowl, as 


unique take on the idea of 
metahumans and Filipino leg- 
ends—with a good dab of super- 
sition. Furthermore, Andong Ag- 
imat makes for a promising pro- 
tagonist for future books and "Ag- 
imar” is confident proof that Arre 
has found a spectacular niche, 


“Super Fly Guy” 
by Tedd Arnold, Scholastic, Inc. 

READING beginners will love Fly Guy, the 
smart but sometimes misunderstood fly. This pic- 
ture book tells of his not-so-ordinary skills of 
reading, understanding art and joining his 
friend, Roz, in school. It will remind you of “Mary 
had a Little Lamb.” But instead of a snowy- 
беесей mammal, we have an insect that loves 
smelly mop and dirty dishes. 


“Amelia's Boredom Survival Guide” 
by Marissa Moss, Simon & Schuster 

“LACK of fun things to do—that is an emergen- 
cy!” Let Amelia tell the kids 50, er, 51 ways to kill 
time. A warning, though: She will stretch their 
imagination to snapping point. By the time 
they've finished the book, they would probably 
have a new name, new ideas for inventions, a 
map with new countries to explore, and so much, 
much тоге! 


“Golden” 
by Cameron Dokey, Simon Pulse 

WOULD you believe that the real Rapunzel 
never had a single golden hair? That she was 
bald to her dying day? That she married a tin- 
ker's son instead of a prince? Here's a new twist 
to an old fairytale, It will change everything you 
know about Rapunzel, but it will also define 
what's true love for you and your kids, too. 


“The Shadow Thieves” 
by Anne Ursu, Atheneum, Simon & Schuster 
THE FIRST book in the Cronus Chronicles be- 
gins with 13-year-old Charlotte Mielwetzki (pro- 
nounced Meals-wet-ski) trying so hard to be un- 
remarkable. She raises her hands in class only 
once a week so that teachers won't think she's 
not doing her work, but doesn't speak up too o 
ten for fear of being noticed, Then her соці 
Zee, arrives from England. Children around 
them are getting sick and Zee believes he's the 
cause. Together, they try to find the cure, and 
that leads them to the underworld, to the squab- 
bling Greek gods and to adventures that unre- 
markable Charlotte never dreamed of. But can 
they save the lives of the children in time? 


All titles available from National Book Store [O] 


religion, history and culture as it 
appears in the Ingumer's comic 
page. Be warned: This is not for 
the easily offended or the reli- 
gious conservative. Ranging from 
the ridiculously obtuse (jokes 
about Charles Darwin's ancestors 
and the Da Vinci dress code) to 
the smartly skeweting (strips an- 
swering the question “What if God 
was one of us?”), the collected 
material is uneven at times but so 
brazen, you can't help but chuckle 
a bit, and guffaw at the wordplay 
and wiseacre reinterpretation, 


come with 


chicken. It 


“Trese” #3 
by Budjette Tan and 
Ka-jo Baldisimo, Alamat Comics 
THE BEST work yet from Ala- 
mat founder Tan, this moody mi- 
ni-comic series starts out smart 
and gets even smarter. Investiga- 
tor Alexandra Trese, holder of the 
supernatural secrets of the city as 
passed down from her grandfa- 
ther, helps the local cops by track- 
ing down the magical misdeeds 
with the help of her wickedly cool 
bodyguards, adroitly furnished by 
Baldisimo. The previous issues 
dealt with catchy ideas like a tik- 
balang in a drag race, but in this 
superlative issue, grisly murders 
lead to an unexpected interpreta- 
tion of an iconic figure. RSV 


tweak his 


All titles available 
from leading 


“Divine Comedy Comics” 


This Week 
Art 


Blind Transmission, an exhib that features Bea 
Camacho's recent works In video, photography. 
sculpture, Installation and performance at the CCP 
Bulwagang Fernando Amorsolo ntl Apri 16. For 
etal, all 832-3702. 

ISPUP an exhibit of satirical symbols in ols by 
Cario Gernale at Марте Galery Paseo, Paseo Cen- 
ter, Paseo de Roxas corner Sedeño St, Makati Cy 
‘unt Api 17. For detalls, cal 817-7895. 

Dala-dalang Dalangin, an exhibit exploring the 
human psyche, pace and narraology through an In- 
station of mukiple drawings by Angelo Magno, un 
Apri 23 at the CCP Paslyo Victorio Edades, 
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LoveNotes 


by Joe ‘D Mango 


Atbp 


The Pinoypoets wil hold їз third poetry writ- 
Ing workshop on Apr 29 and 20 at the new CAL 
Bldg, UP Ойтал. Interested parties must submit 2 
poems, | in Engish and 1 in Fllpino, to pinoypost- 
s972up@yahoo.com on or before April 15. Please in- 
dude contact deals, Workshop fe в P500, Incisive 
of workshop K and snacks, For detis, contact 
Romel Samson st 0927-8470212 or visit the Pinaypo- 
ets website at wernplnoypoetscom, 

Tower Book House has set a schedule for a 
writing workshop for Filipino children 8-18 years 
‘ld thls moneh. The workshop includes techniques in 
discovering one's writing st, strengthening one's 
se and applying this tl P various form of com- 
munication. To be held on weekdays and weekends, 
"n the morning and afternoon. For inquiries, cal tel 
nos. 815-4938, 815-6925, or go to Windsor Tower, 
163 Legaspi Street, Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cay. 

The National Real Estate Association wil hold 
из traditional chanting of the story of Christ's Pas- 
son on the Cross on April 10 and 11 at the Maya 
‘Arcade Mult-purpose Chapel, Edsa, Cubao, QC. 
The activity opens with a Thanksghing Mass at 530 
рт on Apri 10, and wil be folowed by an er ith 
bibie study and prayer. Interested pares may con- 
tact 912-3492 or 913-4463, 

St. Jude Academy High School Batch BI is 
having a homecoming, For detis, contact Rosanna 
a 0927-2231125, Hermenigido at 0919-6737774 
and Hyacinth at 0927-9193116, 


by Jess Abrera 


Bibi NANN 


Palaspas 


I found the greatest love in 
John. My problem is that he's 
so afraid of marriage, he 
always says he's not yet ready. 


The risk of a lifelong 
commitment 


Deor Joe, 

Just call me Cathy [m presently residing here in Rome, the 
Eternal City 

1 met Mark in second year college. At first | didn't really like 
him because he seemed arrogant. He lived next to my apart- 
ment, and all his friends did was make noise with their songs 
and loud guitars. One day, he greeted me and to my amaze- 
ment, | smiled and said hi, to. 

It all started there. And we were suddenly falling in love with 
‘each other. | was so touched when he left his girlfriend for me. 
Ош first three years were really great and full of romance. 
During our fourth year, he met a model who become his text- 
mate. He was distracted and | become very jealous. We had a 
terrible fight. It came to a point that he was hurting me phys- 
ically, so | gave him up. 

| decided to stay with my parents here in Rome. Here, | met 
Daniel, who is half-ltalian and half-Filipino, and very kind to 
me. At first we were so happy. The only problem with him is 
that he lacks a sense of responsiblity. Here in Rome, either 
you study in a university or you work to earn for a living. He 
doesn't want to do any of the two; he just wants to play and 
hang around. 

I joined a travel agency and met John, the guy who escorted 


me during my debut. What a small world! | 
didn't actually know him well because he 
was my mother's friend. 

John and | started going out and | fell for 
him. He picked me up one time ond kissed 
me inside his car. It was the sweetest kiss | 
had ever had. | found the greatest lore in 
John. | felt that he loved me so much and 
that his family accepts me. My problem is 
that John is so afraid of marriage and al- 
ways says he's not yet ready. On my birth- 
doy. he asked me to meet him in a jewelry 
shop. He wanted me to choose o ring that 
he would buy for me. [m not fond of jew- 
ely but it's so flattering when the one you 
love gives it to you. It made me feel special. 
But when we were about to buy it, he 
changed his mind again. 

Please enlighten me Joe. 1 don't under- 
stand him. | love him so much ond | don't 
want to lose him. How con | make him 
commit to me? 


Cathy 


Dear Cathy, 

It is not unusual for any person in a re- 
lationship to be apprehensive about 
marriage. For many people, marriage is 
the ultimate and final bond that they 
would commit themselves to for the rest 
of their lives. With so many distractions 
and relationships failing one after the 
other, it is not uncommon to see men 
and women walk out at the first serious 
sign of commitment. Life is difficult, and 
sometimes we fee! that even if we work 
so hard we still wouldn't have enough to 
satisfy ourselves. 

Cathy, men can make up a thousand 
excuses for not consenting to marriage. 
But whatever their justifications may be, 
they just point out one simple fact—they 
still do not find the relationship com- 
pelling enough to make a complete turn 
in their lives. Love is the fire that burns 
the desire to be with someone forever. 


Your boyfriend loves you, but he stil 
doesn't love you enough to take the risk 
of a lifelong commitment. Love knows 
no fear, and people who marry because 
of love sacrifice and commit themselves 
in making their marriage last. 

Cathy, at the end of the day, it would 
still be your boyfriend's decision. Your 
task is to make him realize that there is 
‘only one you, and if he lets this chance. 
pass there may never be another one. 
He has to feel that you are the single 
most important person in this world for 
him. Loving you should be the only 
thing that he would want to do. I's eas- 
ier said than done but believe me, men 
do take their strength from the women 
they love. Make him happy because he 
chose you instead of making hiim feel 
guilty because he passed on his chance 
‘of being with the woman who loves him 
‘more than anything else in this world. 
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CAMPAIGNS & Grey chalrperson Yoly Ong, Sen. Franklin Drilon, RMN'S 
Ruben Canoy, Sen. Manny Villar and Neuron's Boboy Consunji 


ASIA Browery's 
Hubert and 
‘Michael Tan, In- 
quirers Sandy Pri- 
eto, Bong Osorio, 
and Lemolyan's 
Cecllio Pedro 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mann kun 


CAMPAIGNS AND GREY RECENTLY KICKED OFP ITS 20TH YEAR 
in the industry with the blessing of its bigger, brighter and more 
stimulating office on the 7th and 8th floors of Lepanto Building 
along Paseo de Roxas in Makati 

"The event also marked the formal launching of Neuron, C&G's 
second agency, the breakaway team that promises brave ideas for 
brave brands; Bacon, the expert in below-the-line, customer rela- 
tionship and shopper marketing; and Campaigns Social Responsi- 
bility (CSR), the champion of causes and corporate social respon- 
sibility The three new units add muscle and firepower to the 
Campaigns Group which now covers an extensive range of ser- 
vices for its diverse clients. The other companies include Сап 
paigns PR Inc (CaPRD, public relations and events stalwart that 
sparks love between brands and people; Camp Apple, electronic 
final art and design leaders that turn ideas into showcases; Medi- 
acom, the best value media planning and buying company, and 
Campaigns Cebu, the southern champion that provides local in- 
sight and local soul for the Visayas and Mindanao market. 

FE Chris Kennedy officiated the mass that preceded the bless- 
ing. Angel Aquino, who appeared in a number of successful ad 
‘campaigns launched by C&G hosted the program during the co 
tails that followed. As food and drinks flowed, so did entertain- 
ment provided by top-rate singer Richard Merck, theater person 
ality Sheila Francisco from the West End production South Pacific, 
renowned musical group The UP Concert Chorus, and C8G's mul- 
ti-talented staff, Comedian Michael V gamely joined the staff as 
they rendered the Joy in My Heart jingle to the delight of every- 
one. 

‘A mini-fashion show was also staged, which featured the de- 
signs of James Reyes, erstwhile C & G art director, while a psychic 
provided free fortune telling all night. Guests were also toured in 
batches around the new offices. 

The presence of well-wishers that included clients, print and 
broadcast suppliers, media partners, research allies and friends 
from the advertising industry, government service and entertain- 
ment added importance and luster to the event. Among those 
‘who came by to give their support were Senators Franklin Drilon 
and Manny Villar, Matec Villanueva (AdBoard), Meckoy Quiogue 
(GMA-7), Sandy Prieto-Romualdez (PDI) and Pepito Olarte 
(PDD, Jun Nicdao (KBP), Bobby Barreiro (ABC 5), Mike Maneze 
(Philippine Star), Amar and Cherry Gambol (Electromedia), Egay 
Navalta and Alvin Manacsa (ASAP), Gerry and Lindy Magnaye 
(AdFarm), Sockie Fernandez (Brew), March Ventoza (Leo-Bur- 
пеп), Jayjay Calero (Zenith Optimedia), Christine Angco and 
Pauline Suaco (Procter & Gamble), Willie Samson, Jerri Gomez 
and Eileen Manuel (Del Monte), Patricia Go (URC), Michael Tan 
(Asia Brewery), Cecilio Pedro and Ding Salvador (Lamoiyan), In- 
ez Reyes (Jollibee), Nina Lojo (Wellcome HealthCare), Tong 
Padilla (Rockwell Land), Chris Feist (Antech), Martha Sazon 
(GSK), Jess Dinglasan (IDS Phils), Frido Ong (Pentstar Sports), 
Steve Peregrino (Western Union). 
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Nokia launches | 


| Nokia VP for customer and market operations for Southeast Asia Pa 
ойс Mauro Montanaro and Nokia Phils’ country general manager | 

Parikshit Bhasin recently met with Nokia's dealers at a forum held at 

the Mandarin Oriental Hotel. Shown are the representatives from thé 

different Nokia Store partners from Memo Ex, Wellcom, Globotel Hel- 

1o, Mobile Experts, Mega Cellular, Brightpoint PHI Inc, benson, Com; 
inter, Axis Global, and Silicon Valley. 


Í shown are Noka VP for cus- 
| tomer and market operations for 
| Í Southeast Asia Pacific Mauro 
‘Montanaro and Nokia Phils 
‘country general manager Parik- 
shit Bhasin, Nokia unveiled 14 
| | new handsets at the recent mo- 
Ë | dia roundtable held at the Man- 
darin Oriental Hotel. The new y 
mobile devices that were 3 


| aunened ranged rom tye ané N71 and NBO, entere бова 
| substance, magne ad mule. E81 ang ET, nd Whe NST and 
4 which Include the naw Nseries Nokia 3250 music devices. Pi 


Í NESVITA VISITS INQUIRER 
Philippine Daly Inquirer publisher isagani Yambot (3rd trom lt re- 
caves (rom lef) heathy Hesty and wellness advocates Tica Chiong- 
| bian and TJ Manotoc, Мевйа model, Gerard Poa - consumer marketing. 
Pma tear a Cata ao natin eta 
1 promotions for Total Nesvita during thelr advocacy campaign for wal 


ness inte mada, Nea wl be org around ilr ойо rani 


between April to September for this advocacy campaign. 


c 
She iene begins 
/ Miss von 2006 


f Or 
5 
sot only tobe featured as a modelin the 


AFTER MANY YEARS OF PAYING 
tribute to the Filipina beauty through widely circulated Avon brochure but 
participation in prestigious pageants, even graced the cover of three (3) is 

sues. Her latest stints becoming the im- 


‘Avon launched the fist ever Miss Avon 
Beauty pageant last year age model for one of Avon's newest fra- 
“The Miss Avon Beauty Pageantisan- grances. 
other facet of Avon's commitment as he Ви more than the modeling oppor- 
tunities and exposure, Jaylyn was bap- 


company for women" said Ina 

Quiogue, Avon Cosmetics, Inc general py tobe рап of Avon's breast cancer ad- 
manager “For years, Avon has empow- vocacy by taking an active part in the 
егей millions of women worldwide with Avon Walk for Breast cancer event last 
meaningful eaming opportunities and 

recognition programs. Avon also зеп 

‘ously looks after women’s health and 


year 
“It took me a while to get used to the 
Miss Avon tile especially when people. 
who recognize me from the brochures 
suddenly come up to me and say hî. 
But one of the things 1 love most about 
this experience is the chance to meet so 
many new people and to be an active 
part ofthe Avon family” Jaylyn said. 
Now, other beautiful and young en- 
repreneurs can have the same experi- 
fence as Avon announces the launch of 
Miss Avon 2006 to all female FDs aged 
18 to 25, Beginning April 8 to April 29, 


More saving 
from | 


IN ITS COMMITMENT TO SERVE THE NEEDS 
of blue-collar Filipinos, TM (the new and im- 
proved Touch Mobile) offers affordable services 
that enable Pinoys to keep in touch with their 
loved ones. Now, even more options are avail- 
able with the TM Power 10: ten budget-friendly 
services for all your communication needs. 

One of these new services is persecond 
charging on TM-to-TM calls, which gives big 
savings on short calls. Just dial 803 <10-digit 
ТМ numbers (e g., 8039260000000, Ar only 
P0.10 per second, TM rates are much more af- 
fordable compared to other networks, which 
charge calls per minute. 

For longer calls, subscribers can use TM's To 
do Tawag 15/15. At the rate of P1 per minute, 
each 15-minute call costs only P15! Simply 
make sure that you have at least PIS worth of 


load, then dial 800 <10-digit TM numbers 
(e.g. 8009260000000. 

‘Another offering is the TM Power Call, which 
сап be used to save on both regular calis and 
longer conversations. With this option, TM-to- 
ТМ calls are charged only P1 per minute after 
the second minute (the first two minutes cost 
‘only P5.50 per minute). This service does not 
require a special dialing sequence; just dial the 
number you want to call 

ТМ truly gives you more choices for bigger 
savings on cellphone calls. In addition, TM Pow- 
er 10 also offers other services for all your com- 
munication needs, including lower text and IDD 
rates and affordable P10 AuroloadMAX. Try out 
all these powerful new services only from TM, 
the prepaid cellphone service for blue-collar 
Pinoys 


‘SM FOUNDATION CONDUCTS OPERATION TULONG EXPRESS 


SM Foundation recently 
donated goods to the 
victims of the mudslide 


wellbeing by championing the fight 
against breast cancer With Miss Avon, 
Ayon celebrates nor only the beauty of 
women bur also the entrepreneurial 
spirit ofthe Avon Ladies" 

The first ever Miss Avon pageant at- 
traced hundreds of women from all 
over the country but of couse in the 
end, only one can bring home the 
Crown. And it was Jayiyn Diguiatco 
from the Avon Tondo Branch who 
emerged victorious 

Apart from cash and gift prizes and 
the many lessons she has gained from 
the experience, becoming Miss Avon 
2005 has made Jaylyn one ôf the most 
recognizable faces in the country As 
Miss Avon, Jayiyn has had the chance 


REIGNING Miss Avon 2005 аууп 
Diguiatco graces the cover of Avon 
brochures which is circulated nationwide. 


interested applicants can submit their 
application forms to their franchise 
managers. Applicants who are not Avon 
Ladies may go to the.nearest Avon 
Branch and register as a Franchise Deal- 

‘The candidates who make it to the 
branch short lists wil undergo а stin 
gent selection process that will pave the 
Way for the best af the best to make itto 
the Top 10 finalists. But in the end, the 
prestigious tle of Miss Avon and the 
exciting prizes, trainings and modeling 
opportunities wil definitely be worth 
competing for 

Unleash your entrepreneurial edge, 
celebrate beauty and femininity and be 
the next Miss Avon! 


UNILAB CITED FOR PARTNERSHIP 


WITH DOCTORS 


United Laboratories Inc 


(Unilab), the 


country's largest pharmaceutical company, 
was recently cited by the Philippine Academy 
of Family Physicians Inc (PAFP) with a 
Presidential Award for its outstanding 
partnership with the medical profession. The 
award, the first ever to be given by РАЕВ. 
recognizes Unilab's continuing support to the 
different programs of the PAFP. More than 
recognition, the award affirms Unilab's time- 
honored commitment to actively support 
doctors and healthcare professionals in 
addressing the healthcare needs of Filipino 
families, Shown receiving the trophy from 
PAFP president Dr. Reynaldo A. Olazo is 
Unilab professional relations management 
AVP Francisco Morales, 


in Southern Leyte 
Through ts Operation 
Tulong Express which 
benefited more than 
4,000 familles in the 
municipales of St 
Bernard, Loan and 
Bontoc. Earle, dona- 
tion booths wherein 

oppers could do their 
shares, were set up at 
the SM Supermals. Op- 
ration Tulong Express 
is one ofthe ways by 
‘whlch SM Foundation 
reaches outto the less 
fortunate 

a 


